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upon the produce : In the Hunting season they go into
the woods and hunt themselves or traffic with the remote
Indians for their Pelletries. Some of the Eiders have
been so tenatious of their mother tongue, they hardly
speak a word of French, but most of the Younger ones
speak it tolerably well ; indeed it has ever been the policy of
the French Government to make them retain that and as
much of their ancient customs as possible, that they might
prove of grater use to them in case of war with other
nations at the same time thev endeavour'd to attach them
to their Interest by every tie. A Missionary resides among
them, they have a neat Chapel, where divine service is cons-
stantly performed, at which all the Savages assist with a
punctuality and decorum worthy of imitation by more
enlightened people; They seem to be well satisfied with the
change of Masters, and were so particularly pleased at their
village having been spared during the Winter 1759, tho'
forced by the French to abandon it, that they never could
prevail on them to act with any degree of vigor against us.
They have at present but 32 Warriors and the whole
Village, Men, Women and Children are short of: 100.

Their number is decreased at least one half within these
forty Years, and the Tribe would by this time have been
almost extinguished but for the supplies they got by
captures in War, and the sale of unhappy infants whose
Parents chose to conceal their own shame at the expence
of such iniquitous bargains.


