492" "GENERAL DESCRITION 7
to the fame, fhall become fixed and cflablithed as follows, viz. The
~ weftern State in the faid territory Dkt be Botnded on the Mififfippi,
the Ohio, and Wabath Tivers; a difé& lire drawn from the Wabath:-
and Poft Vincent due north to the territorial Tiie betiveen the United:
States and Canada, and by the faid territorial line to the lake of the:
Woods and the Miffiffippi. The middle State fall be bounded by
the faid dire& line, the Wabath from Poft Vincent to the Ohio; by
the Ohio by a dire& line drawn- due fiorth from the mouth of the
Great Miami to the faid territorial Hine, -and by the faid territorial
line. The eaﬁern State fhall be bounder}by the laft-mentioned di-
re& line, the Ohio, Pennfylvanta, -and *the/faid territorial line :
: pro\uded however; and-it it is farther underfflood and declared, that’
" thie boundaries of thefe three States fhall be fubjeé fo far to be al-
tered, that if Congrefs herezfter fhall find it expedient, they thall
have authority to form one, of two States, in that part of the faid-
territory which lies north of an eaft and weft line-drawn through the
fouther]y bend or extreme of lake Michigan ; and when any of the
faid’ States fhall have fixty thoufand free inhabitants therein, fuch’
State fhall be admitted by its delegates into the Cangrefs of the Unitedt
States, on an equal footing with the original States in all refpets
whatcver ; and fhall be at liberty to form 3 permanent conﬂ:xtut_xon
and ftate government: provided the conftitution and goverament
foto be formed fhall be republican, and in conformity to the prin.
cxplcs contained in thefe articles ; and fo far as it -can be confiftent
with the general intereft of the confederacy, fuch admiffion fha'l be
allowed at an earlier period, and when there may be alefs number of
~ free inhabitants in the State than ﬁxry_thou_fand.l
% AgT, VI. There fhall be neither flavery nor involuntary fer-
. ‘vitude in the faid territory, otherwife than in the puniffiment of
crimes, whereof the party fhall have been duly convicted : provided. -
always, that' any petfon efcaping into ‘the fame, from whom labour
ot fetvice is lawfully claimed in any of the original States, fuch fugi-
tive may “be: Iawfully reclaimed, and conveyed to the perfon claiming
his or her labour of fervice as aforefaid.”
" Suchis the prefent. govemment of the weftern temtory, and fuch
- the political obligations of the adventurers into this fcmle and’ de-
‘ hgb&'ul part of the United States.

In the ordinance of Congrefs “for the oovemment of this territory,
jtis provx&ed that after, ‘the faid territory acquires a certain degree
- of papulanon, it ‘fhall be dmded into States. Thc caftern State,

- that




