
ADMINISTRATION IN CANADA.

scribed the feeling which appeared to him to prevail 1839.

on the subject in Lower Canada.*--" It is," he
observes, "my decided conviction, grounded upon
such other opportunities as I have enjoyed since
my arrival in this country of ascertaining the state
of public feeling, that the speedy adoption of that
measure (the Union) by Parliament is indispensable
to the future peace and prosperity of this province.

" Ail parties look with extreme dissatisfaction at
the present state of government. Those of British
origin, attached by feeling and education to a con-
stitutional form of government, although they ac-
quiesced for a time in the establishment of arbitrary
power as a refuge from a yet worse despotism,
submit with impatience to its continuance, and
regret the loss, through no fault of their own, of
what they consider as their birthright. Those of
the French Canadians, who remained loyal to their
Sovereign and true to British connection, share the
same feelings. Whilst among those who are less
well affected, or more readily deceived, the suspen-
sion of all constitutional rights affords to 'ieckless
and unprincipled agitators a constant topic of ex-
citement.

" Ail parties, therefore, without exception, de-
mand a change. On the nature of that change
there exists, undoubtedly, some difference of
opinion.

"In a country so lately convulsed, and where

* Parliamentary Papers, 1840.
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