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RIGIIT HONORABLE

SIR FRANCIS. WALSINGHAM K..VIGHTe

PRINCI. ETAPUE TO HER MAIESTIF, CHANCELLOR OF THE

DUCHIE OF LANCASTER, AND ONE OF HER MAIMSTIF-S

MOST HONOURABLE PRIUIE COUNCELI-

RIGHT Honorable,. 1 do remember that Lx--ing a youth, and
one of fier *Maiesties scholars at Westminster2 that fruitfüll
nurscrie, it was. myhappe to visit the. chamber of M. Richard
fia-luyt my- cosin, a Gentleman of the Middle Temple", 'ell

«Born at Chislehurtt, Kent, in 1536. He wý% e-ducated at Kingg's College
C.i nihridýé1 m-here he specially devoted biniself to the -study, of languages, in

which he became prôficieýèt. Appointed Ambassador to Paris in i 7o, bc
distinguîshed himscif by the extensive s)stem of -secret police," or spies.
which..he e!gtàblLshed. lie was present at theý Massàcre.of St. Bartbolomeçvý,

which did not excite in his cold diplômatic mind the borror it created in
England. On his -return in 1573 he became Secretary of State.- Ten year,,

later he u=. Ambassador to James V > 1. of Scotl"d, and in 1586 he sat as one
of the. commissioners on the trial of Mary, Queen of Scots. In the matter of

tFe Babbington Conspiracy, bc is said. to have Il outdone thejesuiLs in-their
own Low, and -overreached them in their-equivocation." He died iii i5go, in

comparative disgrace with his mistress.
Wc -know little -of Richard Hakluyt beyond what we can gather froin hi.s

%vrîting%. He was bôr'n at Eyton, in Herefordshire, iù 1553 ; was edacated.
we here, learn.at 'Westminster School. and afterwards at Christ Church,

Ox f.wd. where geography was bis favourite study. In i5S4 he went ta
Paris as Chaplain to the Engli.-,h Embas--y, and, during his absence, was
made., Prebendary of Bristol- On his return he « blished several . works,
Leois ceogr2ýphica1 Éistory, of, Urilca," translated from the Spanisb, and

I"eter'.%Iartyir's "I History of the West Indies." In i6o5 he became Prebendary
otVestminster, and Rector of Wethenngset. in Suffolk. He died in 1616.

In corupiling the present work, Hak-luyt had the as:sistance of Sir Walter
aleigh.


