
beneficial improvements ; and that the feverity
of the climate renders them:unfit for human
creatures to inhabit. The fame was once faid
of Siberia: but Siberia, which begins to be
better known than the moif cultivated parts of
Ruffia were a century ago, is found to be wa-
tered with large navigable rivers, to have fpa-
cious and fertile plains, and many rich mines
of gold, filver, and, other metals. Yet this
country, as it lies parallel with the, more
northerly part of Hudfon's-Bay, and is as it
were the center of a much larger continent, is
feveral degrees colder than the countries weft-.
ward of the Bay; for the farther eafterly all
northern countries are, they are proportionably
colder, from the prevailing wefterly winds, in
the higher latitudes, croffing over laige trads
of land covered with fnow, whilft the winds
which come from the ocean and open fea, are
milder and more temperate. Banifhment to
this country. was at firif thought little better
than immediate death: but by venturing to
make ufe of it for th-s purpofe, it was found to
be very habitable, its immenfe treafures were
difcovered, and the power ¡of the Ruffian em-
pire was greatly extended and increafed. Let
us make the fame experiment with the coun-
tries about Hudfon's-Bay; either affign them
as a place of banifhment for our convids, or
fend thither properly furnifhed a number of
men of capacity and refolution, or do both;

an~d the farne, or better, I a perfuaded, will
be the effeéas.

B 13 THE


