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THE OPENING OF THE HOUSE.

Today at 3 o'clock the second session
of ‘the Menth Parliament of British Co-
lumbia will open. There will be the
usual ceremonies. A little more tham
ordinary interest will attach to thg oc-
.casion, because the public is in more or
less of @n expectant mood. Some ex-
pect to see trouble of a political nature,
and others expect to hear His Honor
outline in the Speech from the Throne
a poli'cy in respect -to railways and
«other matters of importance.

In regard to the latter we do not
"know whether the visitors to the Legis-
lative ‘Chamber will be disa'ppointpd or
not. It is becoming more and more the
custom. for governments to make the’
non-committal as possible. It used to
be the vogue' to include every imagin-
able thing that might either directly or
indirectly affect the political situation.
The greater the paucity of measures to:
announce the more necessary it seemed
to be to fill up with political padding.i
_It miay be taken for granted that a
sloug-winded Speech from the Throne
means sailing in shallow waters. :

On this occasion, in view of the oceca-
sional hints that have dropped from the
members of the Government, it mag
be assumed that the legisiative menu
will have but few items; but we may
expect these items to be of a particu-
larly meaty character.

Naturally we shall have reference to

g sides of the House would undoubtedly

so|the B. C. Electric Railway, published

j clusions are arrived at definitely. for

ping’ submitted at .an.
" We cannot “think of any other sub-
ject of special importance likely to be
included in His Honor's.speéch. The
indications are that mothing else of mio-
ment will be taken up, and, therefore,
that most desirable result, a short ses-
sion, may ensue. It is possible, of
course, that the Opposition may pur-
sue a policy of obstruction whereby the
session will be unduly lengthenmed.
Judging from the hints that have been
given of an onslaught on the Govern-
ment being in contemplation, it is pos-
sible that there will be some lively and
protracted ‘debates. It would, however,
be quite inadvisable, as a matter of
policy, for the Opposition to go beyond
legitimate limits. -With the experience
of :the past few years in mind. the elec-
torate are not enamored of long-winded
parliaments. "Their instructions to both

be “be brief.” 2 ;
—_—— g
THE WATERWORKS SITUATION.

On account of a statement in the 'et-
ter of Mr. Buntzen, General Manager of

in the cify papers to the effect that the
Company did not seek the agreemaat
with the City, and if the City 50 desired
he was perfectly willing that & should
be mevoked, Ald. Hanna is moving in
the Council to accept the invitation and
annul the agreement. Whatever

certainly not been rendered less inviting
by the explanations given by Mr. Bunt-
zen, it seems to be a childish: proposi-
tion to withdraw it from the considera-
tion' of the ratepayers. The Counecil
‘has’ appointed an expert to examine into
the whole question of waterworks, as
we munderstand it, from a financia! as
well as from an engineering point of
view, and mntil his ‘report is received
judgment should be reserved.  When we
say that his report will affect the finan-
cial aspect of the subject, we mean that
it must mecessarily take into mdem-
tion 'the cost and possible revenue to be
derived by putting into operation the
‘Goldstream proposal. The judgment
which the ratepayers will pass on tlie
agreement When the bylaw is voted wpon
ought to depend wpon the expert’s repert
to a large extent. The matter should
have the ful investigation before con-

or against. It is possible that to what-
ever extent the public mind,has been
prejudiced against the agreement it has'
arisen out of misconceptions or lack of

an. early date. - . . Jfor him to grow.

‘Westminster district another, Okanagan

¥ | i row, He wants, too, |
formation ag to the best methods to
adopt based. upon actual, practical ex-
periments. Such results are not pos-
sjble even with a changed system, if
that system be applied to but a single
Iocality. Vancouver Island -wants a
station to meet its special conditidns,

another, Kamloops another, and so on.
Then, each of these districts have their
own special adaptabilities. One district
can do better in dairying, another in
fruit growing, and another in hogs, and
ungtlie‘r in gram. Commercially, suc-
cess_lies in following the lines that Na-
ture indicates. Hence the obvious mne-
cessity of a series of small experimental
stations, each meeting the requirementy
of some particular district or large sec-
tion of the Proyince. The efforts being
made fo brins.- this about should have
'wamm support, and the present system
should be dfscomged. 8

R AT, ST
A.MULleM-lNIS'I'ER OF MINES.

We are assured by the Nelson Tribune
‘in a “scare line,” which extends aeros

‘a page, that W. A. Galliher, M. P,, is
to be Minister of Mines at dtt&wa, for
whose office $20,000 has been appropriat-
ed. . It is alleged that Senator Temple-
man, who has prior claims upon a pot-
folio, prefers 'his present position with-
out responsibilities to one with respousi-
‘bilities, even though mno salary is at-
tached to his t irresponsible office
of Adyiser-in-Chief on British Columbia

‘the | Affairs,
inerits of _the agreement, which = have

| Judging, however, from the very posi-
live statements that are being made in
/obher quanters it seems likely that the
new portfelio, for which provision is be-
Ang made, ‘will be amply, even if it may
not be ably, filled. At the time of the
Templeman banquet in Vietoria, Senator
Templeman left no doubt about his am-
bitions in the direction of being a full-
¢ Cabinet Minister, a‘nlé‘g it may
confidently be assumed in the case of
the new. position now being created that
r he gu not' permit himself to be over-

From Nanaimo comes the absolute as-
surance that Mr, Ralph Smith is to be
the occupant of the envied office. The
statements contained in the papers in
the Black Diamond city are of such a
character as to leave no doubt in tae
world on that score, 4

The Boundary papers’ are booming
Duncan Ross as eminently fitted for the
job.. As a journalist, whose avocations
'in the mining hub of the provinee have
.made him familiar with mines of every
class, the outdistances all competitors,
none of whom  “are - practical, -except
Ralph’ Smith, and his experience is lim-
ited to coal pure and simple. In a
country of such illimitable and varied
resources a mere coal miner has no pos-
sible chance with an espirant who has
intimate knowledge of *formation of
every character, mineral and otherwise;

information. It is umfortunate in that
respect that some of the facts brought
out in Mr. Buntzen’s letter had mot -been
known at the outset. After the report of
the expert has been meceived, it seems
to. us to be the duty of the Mayor an

the Bstimates and the general financial | those who believe in the benefits of the

i i ‘
condition of the Province.

Although | proposed scheme s compared avith those

‘there has been a good deal of talk re-lof any other scheme that has or can be
«cently about a deficit having occurred, , Proposed, to hold a series of public meet-

it would be pleasant to learn from His
“Hongr’s lips that for once in a long
time'revenue had caught up to and ex-
.ceeded expenditure.” Some such state-
ment some time ago was ma:le by one of
“the Ministers, and we trust to have the
same confirmed. 5
Hvery session develops a great many
measures not anticipated at the outset:
but it would be a disappointment to
have a session pass without the Game
Act' coming in for consideration. It is
a never failing annual. In view of the
great importance of the guestion of edu-
cation, something will no doubt be said
*regarciing amendments to the Public
Schools Act. :
With reference to our prineipal in-
dustries satisfaction will in all proba-
bility be expressed as to the prosperity
‘Being “enjoyed in‘ mining and agricul-
ture. As the result- to some extent of
the general attention which has been di-
rected to the West, but particularly as
.the result of the success which has at-
tended farming operations in British
‘Columbia for the past few years, and
the intelligent methods of advertising
our resources, there has been .a  éon-
siderable iflux of ; setttlers. These
bave been distributed in many of the
. settled parts of the Province, but the
Okanagan valleys especially have bene-
fited by this immigration, and jt\'would
e reasonable to have attention called
t0 so satisfactory a state of affairs. .
Frequent remarks have appeared in
the Colonist, editorially,. about the pro-
blem presented by the dyked lands of
the Fraser River valley, which, though
up to date - they 'have cost the Govern-
ment a very large sum of money, have
dbeen unproductive in revemue.. The
‘Province has had to assume practically
the whole of the liability, and the ar.
Ténrs of interest on ‘the ‘dyked bouds,
which are very large, remain unpaid.
Such a’‘matier ‘must have the attention
of the Goverpfient, and there will prob-:
ably be
ing with the srhole subject, during the
‘Owing to the intimation respecting
the granting of Provincial autonomy te
.~ the Northwest Territories in the Speech
from the Throne at the opening of Par-.
. Mament at Ottawa, and owing algo to
the rgpiorg emanating from there, bear-
ing almost the stamp of official author-
ity, that occasion would be taken at
¢he same time to adjust the finaneial
relations of all the Provinces with the
Donrinion, it would appear to be a
. most opportune, time for the Province
of British Columbia to assert its claims
for special consideration. ¥f His Honov
shouid refer to the subject it may be
taken for granted th#t the Provincial
Government has already moved in the
matier, and, in that case, 'we may look
to see the papers in connection with the
sanie laid before the House at an early
date, and we trust ¢to see some decided
action takew: by the Legislature in -sup-
port of the representations of the Gov-
- ernweyr in this mest impertant matter.
MBut what the great majority of “the
people will ook forward te with most
éx‘;‘iectn'ncy is am announcement of the
‘attitgde of the Government respecting
the subject “of railway <onstruction.
Having'in mind what the Premier saii
at the eclosing of the last session of the
Legislature, and the feeling of interest
munifested throughout the Province, it
would be quite impossible for the Gov-
ernment 'to omit from the spesch refer-
ence to that wmatter. There have been
varieus rumors and considerable specn-
lation copcerting what was in view, but
so far there have dbeen no definite inti-

w@?“ﬁne&surg,imoduced, deal- |

in vain. What the fammers want at the

ings, and through the press and in every

public.  Admitting the superiority of
the Goldstream supply to that of amy
other, the mext question to consider Is
its cost and the advantages to bo de-
rived by an arrangement with the Tram-

in which the Tramway would not be a
<customer of the eity. /Is it such a
scheme as the city can afford to under-
take? TIs the arrangement with ~the
Tramway Company-a good one consid-
ered apart from the question of -momo-
poly to be emjoyed? It must be re-
‘membered, too, there is still the legal
rights of_the City and of the Hsquimalt
‘Waterworks Company, vespectively, to
be determined, and‘we presume the by-
law would, if carmied, be subject to the
Lissue, As to the fate of that bylaw, it
‘should depend upon the merits it
be deemed to possess by the ratepayers,
Let it be fairly fought out Fttar all the
available information affecting the issue
has been forthcoming.

.

EXPERIMENTAL MARMS IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

An effort is being made to establish
more experimental farms in British Co-
lumbia. ' This is ‘worthy of every sup-
Port on the part of the agricultural com-
munity. The need of a _revision of the
policy of the Dominion authorities in
this matter in respect to British Colum-
bia has been evident for some ' time.
When the Experimental Farm was lo-
cated at ‘Agassiz the selection was se-
verely criticized, as not being sufficient-
ly. representative of the eohditions of
the Province as a whole. ‘As a’matter
of fact any selection that could have
been made would have been open to a
similar objection. The same general

-as it does in the other Provinces,. where
any fairly central loeality would refect
more or less accurately all phases of
the entire agrienltural community. In
‘Bfitish ‘Columbia there. are thares or
inore ' distinct sets of conditions, and
[instead of ‘having one, experimental
farm at Agassiz in the Westminster
distriet thers should be at least one sta-
tion in the Lower Fraser valley, one
oi’ the Island and one in the Interior.
Results, as shown by experiments at
. Agassiz, would not apply to ‘the Island,
atd would be wholly inapplcable in the
'Okanagan. . In faet, it ‘seems wmiore and
more clear to prneticnl~ men that an en-
tire change of policy in respect te ex-
perimental work  is required for this
Provinee. ‘It should be in' the direetion
of a greatsr number of small stations,
mueh less expensive than the one at
Agassiz, and more useful and detailed
in the character of the inforfmation sup-
plied to farmers. ¢

d'he criticisms of work at the Bx-
perimental Farm in British Columbia
refleet not on the management there,
bur upon the system, which has been in
vogue ever sinee the Farms were jestab
lished. The Agassiz station can boast
of a greater number of varieties of
trees, and grains, and vegetables grown
successfully than any other similar in-
stitution on the econtinent of America.
Phe fact, it is true, is of imporﬁn‘née
as illustrating the wide range -of pro-
ddets possible in this Province: bat: it
has demonstrated liitle else of value to
the farmer. If we look for the variaties
‘best adapted to the special conditions
obtaining in British Columbia. we look
in vain. If we look for comparisous
based on different modes of treatment
and different classes of soil we also look

other way place them clearlyl before the Sigh

‘way as compared with -an .arrangemeat | is the

uaiformity..of couditions does not existd:dently took little thought af,

who has been personailly in contact with
lime, por\ph_{ry, diorite, granite, slate and
. country rock; who is an authority on de-
| posits whether in the form of lenses,
| kidneys or overflows; who has been asso-
| ciated ,with every kind of gangue that
| carries ore; and who writes knowingly
 about drifts, levels, upraises, winzes,
| tunnels, crosscuts, shortcuts, dips, varia-
| tions, fanits, horses, double compartinent
i shafts, and hot and cold air compres-
8078, a man in that country is
{theld to-have many claims, peculiarly his

own, upon an office with a rich pay-
‘g.mvak and assured-monthly dividends in
3 t ;

Coming to Vancouver, the Liberal
newspapers have already installed My.
Macpherson. It is true that gemtleman
is mot a_mining man, but in the estima-
tion of Vancouver people, who have at

‘all times takem. & decp interest in thed
flotation of mini

“least-of 1

.l.ivad at Kag ps and

g opicit st that point, of.

He is a man of : nd “pu

¢ and would be just the “of e
't0 make the mineral industry bvom.

! It is true we have not heard any sp>
cial claims put forward on ‘behalf of
;thg'hve Dot in their cggsutnenuesu&‘y
| newspapens supporting their cause. :
| sides, Mr. Sloan has other-fish to fry.
. He has been successful in getting a bio-.

“logical station for Vancouver island. His
specialty is in cultivating the favor of
the finny tribe and investigating deep
| sea problems.  Mr. Kennedy represents

may|. an 'agrienltural riding which has few

- ambitions in the way of mining, besides
! which he secured the, Dominion Exhibi-
tion for New Westminster, and that
honor shust-suffice thim for the rest of hn(

erm. :
With . five Minfsters, the Departmeat
of Mines at Ottaws «will assuredly ba
well admimistered. In much - counsel
there is wisdom. The arrangement of
| their duties may be beset with some dif-
‘ficulties. Whether they will take turns
or act in unison as a council of war, aud
. divide the salary is not stated, mor in-
deed has it even been suggested. That
there will -be five Ministers from British
: Oolumbia, however, occupying that of-
| fice is quite certain if we accept the con-
| fident statements of the.newspapers in
i a8 many constituencies.- !

{THE TWO pggc“'(mm. MINING

&S

i It is difficult to do the right thing
and be wise at all times. -.'ae Tax Com-
j nission # made up of wmen as shrewd
in a political ‘and a business way -as
‘you conld find in the Province possibly;
but when they permitted evidence: on
| the two per-cent, on. minerals they evi-
wipat -was:
tin store for them. .As the scope of the
"Commission did wnot inclnde investigz-
{tion of the effect or incidence of “the
itwo per -cent. tax, they, nominally at
all ‘events, exceeded their jurisdiction in
1t¢hlhg -evidence on the subject at all.
1 1¢, however, the matter had been studi-
- onsly -avoided, apd -no mining ‘men.lad
been heard, there would have been seri-
‘ous criticism of their actions in not eon-
sidering one of the alleged gravest in-
ustices of all in conneetion with taxa-
tion in British Columbia, Having heard
the statements of a few of the mine’
owners, they were in’ daty bourd- te
hear the statements of others as weli.
As this is not practieal at the present
time ‘w0 as to make the investigation
thorough, there is a -demand for an-
other commission. The reason advanced
for the appointment of such a yommh;-
sion is, practically, that the mining men
eannot agree among .themselves as to
; the kind ‘of a tax there should be im-

We de not say that the two per cent.
tax is a wholly josrt one. We do not
say that the principle of the tax is the
best that eonld be devised. In faet, if
we are to judge by the opinions ex-
pressed ‘by many practical mining meu,
our position on the suchjeet is not very
different from theirs, inasmuch as it is
evidently very difficult for any “one tn
sav what i= the best mode of taxation
to. adept.. What -wa do say, however,
is that the extreme opinions and eriti-|
eisms, whieh  the two per eent, tax
has elicited for several years nast. hare
not been jnstified. . An agitation was got
wp whieh had for its basis the assump-
tion that the tax was not enly vigions
in’ wrinciple.” hnt. snelled mmim 4e. ‘the
‘mining indastry.  The Celonist har all
along held that, whether the agitation
was _sinesre or insineere, it weént far
beyond the Timits of ‘what eonld he main-
tained. Tt has torned ont that after
all =0 very much fanlt eannot be found
‘with it. ax campared with ather modesx
of taxation. that -have heen digenscad an
muhstitntes, and that the complaint is
‘not that it haw undnly taxed tha minee
but. that the incidenee ix not jnst. in
that it bears more heavily npon nne
rlasen of are than another. Tt is evident

present is not a catalogne of a ~hugel

mations of . the Ceverment's poliey. l-nursery. but the kinds of products best i

Neverthel2ss we have strong hopes of
soniothing quite explicit

\

0Waways.

suited to his ‘partieular’ ease, #nd the -
and substantial yarieties ‘commercially most profitable

‘that mueh of the eritieism hax arizen.
ont of a dewire to effect a prrposes ather
than the readjnstment of. the incidence
of a tax, In.met a' few ecames we nre
sure that it was politieal: and wa fosl ]
oertain that if the Governmeat had

. {arart altogether frpm.

Kennedy; but tiren |,

been ch

some of the m

ing there would have been le I
in arriving at an a janding on the
subject. . e members of the mining
community are beginning to realize that
the clamor that was for some time kept
up, and which in certain quarters is

less ‘

the mining interests much worse
any injustice arising out of the

would even préfer to see a larger sum
contributed ﬁgm Provincial treasury
than is at present if the subject; by
some even nominal ‘changé, could be
removed from the realin of controyersy.
They do unot wish to have the impres-
sion to -continue that British Columbia
is, from a :}5‘““‘ point of ' view, un-
duly bued ; ‘and, therefore, an un-
delsirable place in which to iuvest capi-
tal.

To show how unsettled mining men
themselves. are as to the true mode
of taxing mines,, we may ennmerate
the principal suggestions that have been
made and that have been endorsed by
some . sections of the mining community.
There are the advocates of—

The two per cent. tax as it is at pres-
ent; ) :

The imposition of a personal property
tax as in certain“iStates in the Union;

A lower rate of taxation imposed on
the gross output * without any de-
ductions?

A higher .rate imposed -on the et
profits;

A tax, higher if necessary, on 'the
present basis, with thé exception of a
deduction of the amount of the pay-
roll in addition to that for freight and
treatment:

A specific,tax of so much per ounce
on gold and silver, and of a certain
percentiige on lead and copper;

No taxes at ail, on the ground that
the indirect benefits amply repay the
Government. Y

There are strong advocates of all the
foregoing. ®*Takiug the present circum-
stances ~of ' mining, it will probably
be found that some of the producing
mines are earning dividends tha* shonld
yield much larger returns to the Gov-
ernment: than they do, and that there
are others upon which, on account of
adverse conditions of some kind or ‘an-
other, #he two per cent. bears hardly,
though "perhaps, not more than taxes
do upon any business or industry that
is not profitable. If there were hopes
wf finding a happy method that would
apply antomatically to all eircumstances
it would be well worth holding another
commission for the purpose.

; o

+ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
= 3

VANCOUVER BRANCH OF PROVINCIAL
. ,MINING ASSOCIATION.

Sir—The publication of the reflectlons on
the Vancouver branch- of the Provineial
Mining Association that appeared in last
evening’s issue of the Times was, to my
judgment, both unfortunate and harmful,
and had the Times telephoned me for ex-
act information, I, {n my capacity of sec-
retary of the Provincial Mining Assoclation,
would have been glad .to have stated the
position fairly, if it were deemed  desir-
able to publish anything at all on the
subject at this juncture. S R T

It is true that Vancouver branch is in
arrears for its proportion of dues for 1904,
Lut so are other branches. Vancouver
branch, therefore, should \not have been
singled out for the refiections east upon it,
especlally as its president wrote me on the
30th ultime as follows: T

“We shall be oblged if you will inform
us what dues are payable to the general
treasurer from the Vancouver bri - As
soon as we know this, you may rely upon
our making the payment.”

As to the dues for the current year, these
have not yet been. ' received from _any

. 80 that all branches in common
; have failed-fo observe the rule which calls
for payment of the year's dues on January

Regarding the holding of a.convention’
this year—if it be deemed Inadvisable to
rummon delegates from the various p:%
of the province hiving “branches—it wil
not be for-any such redson as that ‘sng-
gésted, but for good end sufficientf cause,;
. the entertainment.

fot? ; any  with “reference
Qbulldlu of the Kootenay Central railway, I
egired, beha

being persisted in, is having an effect| K

)

présént system of taxation, -and . they | S2isfactory,

quirt ‘Bave been made at the ‘offl
1his to’ the’
am d on If of the board, after
consultation with Sir Thomas Shaughnes-
sy, to state that by an arran, ent with
the Canadian Pacific Railway pany the
surveys are' now being made by the en-
glueers of that company pu behalf of the
ootenay Central Rallway ‘Company.
It is understood that if the costs of con-
struction’ #nd the prospect of traffie prove |
; the Canadian Pacific Railway
Ccmpany will be inclined to assist this
;onlpny in the construction of its rail-

ay. 2
The final surveys have mnot yet been

-completed, and {n consequence exact esti-

Iates of the cost cannot be made, . The
building of the railway will depend. large-
ly npon the measure of the assistance that
it is expected will be given at the coming
eession. The company have approached the
government upon the subject and Thave
agreed to renew the guarantees as regards
building the line that we offered last year.
* C. HUNGERFORD POLLEN,
£ President K. C. R.

MR." BUNTZEN'S STATEMENT.

Sir—There & a comic character in the
Christmas pantomime, who, when ‘pur-
sued and hard pressed, dodges round a cor-
ner, grabs hold of an innocent passerby,
and, ‘as the pursuers come up to him,
hands over to -them the amazed and
Spcechless citizen, shouting, ‘“‘Here you are!
T caught him!"” and makes good his own
escape.

My humorous friend, Mr. Theodore Lubbe,
must have seen and enjoyed *hat joke, and
i3 just now trying it on the public of Vie-
toria. To those who have read Mr. Lubbe’s
letter published in both dailies about the
terrible tramway company, at a time when
the issue is one between the city and Mr.
Lubbe’s water company only, the appli-
cation of the joke is -lear, and the red
herring drawn ‘across the scent smells to
heaven. <

The tentative confract between the clty
of Victoria and the B. C. Electric Rai'way
Company has now been published in the
papers, and anyone ‘who has the patience
to read it through and compare it with
the existing contract between our company
and the ‘Esquimalt Water Works Company,
cap form his own opinion on it.. Before
hinding the city the contract must be ap-
proved by the ratepayers. If they think
it a good comtract for the city they will
no doubt pass it, whether Mr. Libbe likes
it: or not. If, on the contrary, they dis-
approve of it, the contract will be voted
down, whether our company likes It or
not. I really do mot think any advice of-
fered by either the Esquimalt Water Works
Company or the B. C. Electric Railway
Company will have much weight with the
voters as coming from interested parties.

That is perhaps all the answer neces-
sary to Mr. Lubbe’s letter, for I doubt
wLether the public cares to go Into the
question of the profits made by our com-
pany om Mr, Lubbe’s water. There ia
Lcthing so easy as juggling with figures,
and when the printer’s demil comes to Mr.
Ltbbe’s assistance by dropping out of hig
leiter, accidentally of course, the basis
rate of 12'cents per K. W, hour paid in
Seattle for the first 60 hours’ consumption
monthly on every lamp installed, and quotes
instead a straight 3 cent rate, it is pretty
hard for an ordinarv mortal to get the .
truth belleved. I inust say, however, that
I really admire Mr. Lubbe for choosing .
Seattle of all places as the one with which |
to compare our Jlighting  rates:

Perhaps |

fierce rate war on in Seattle today ‘be-
tween two powerful corporations, and that
i* is a-question now of destruction for one
company or amalgamation. Who but the !
pubdic will pay the cost of war when the |
fight is over? "Mr. Lubbe might have. com- !
‘pared our rates with those of a larg> ma-
jority of Cauadian cities, with Portland,
Spokane, San Francisco, and would have
come’ to the conclusion that we are cheaper |
tban mest of them. But that would not '
.Lave gratified his sense of humor.

As’'T sald hefore, Mr, Lubbe’s letter and *
his whole attitufle of "benevolence to the
¢ity of Vietoria is simply a joke, perhaps
somewhat clumsy, but still one that will
be aprreciated by those
‘business dealings  with the Esquimalt
Water Works Company and Its genial man-
ager.. The only regrettable feature about
the Incident is the fact of the press taking
tue joke seriously. Th?t awful ‘“‘secret”
contract, how it shapes itself into a dead-
1y club over our sinful heads in the hands
o ths ‘papers! Wherever the word ‘‘:on-
tract’” appears it must be preceded by
‘‘secret” In capital letters, to be spoken in
an awed whisper. :

“May I De permitted to say all there is
to say abounr the ‘‘‘secret :contract’” 'in .a
Tew words, with affeetation, with misrep-

of delegates. On’, t of its duds, |
‘which will doubter‘M'gor»' ing, Van-
couver will, T think, be entitled to the

convention, If one be held. The executive
ccmmittee, ‘when it meets In Vi

all
well wishers of the assoclation to avold
stirring up i1l feellng between .branches.
Let promote h«ar‘mony rather than dis-
cord, for we need all onr stremngth to com-
pel. success to result from our efforts.
% : 5 . B JA “
“ Secretary.
Victoria, B. C., February 6, 1905.

URSUS KERMODEL

Sir—It is with come ditfidence that I

yield to the arguments of my friends, who
Irsist that I should make public the true
history of the discovery of this woolly and
interesting bear (Ursus Kermodei).
. In 1890 I was camped, with: two com-
pPanions, 'in the Ground Hog country in.
Chilcotin. We were hunting marmots and
big game generally, and- were well arm-
ed, my favorite rifle belng a 45.90 Wells,
Fargo express.

One afternoon in’ October I strolled far
into thé wilderness, fully mile from
camp, and cached myself behind = large
rock to await whatever game might come
my way, and when I awoke the dusk of
evening was deepening.

Obedient to the @angs of hunger and the
dictates of a cautious nature,” I put for
heme, not forgetting to bring my trusty
weapon

pon, 5

I had traveled some distance, startled oc-
casionally by the hideous ery of a loon
frém a nearby lake, when I suddenly heard
an ominous sound of scratching, end al-
‘moahtb-b;toreg h;d ”‘;crt::e& lourltl.ble ftnee.
L eheld a hugh q orm, four-
teen hands high, v:}t, ‘“Indistinct in the
twilight,” coming towards me. To 'climb
a pinus penderosa with &« gun Iin one’s
teeth is a feat not to be lightly under-
taken, but I rose to the occasion -and was
s0bn snug among ‘the topmest branches.:
The follage about me prevented me from
sceing my qunq’. but I fired several shots
in various di and ded in
ing him at a safe distance. 1 think I fired
& ehot every half hour through the night,
'bot I do not like to dwell on the horrible
SEReHies l{ {:e:ﬂl the beast growling

m time to - y s
ot In the cold, grey dawn of the morning
Rfter” ymy faithful friends dn came

out to ‘rescue_and pulied me down from
my entrenchment.

Beating about,the timber we soon found
the enemy crouched in a similar refuge to
mine, .ni abont thirty yerds distant. A
few well directed volleys put Alm to flight,
and as he disa ovér the he
was eesily iden . White, wqplly, fierce,
hornless or shortherned, and about half the
8ime of a small house, I reeog_ghe:‘ t&m‘ at

a

served
1 have had:

‘contract. ia the city's favor. I do

, and without mock indignation?
The City Council of last year wished to
improve: the city’s water supply. They
cast their eyes on Ggldstream. They took
legat adyice and were told that they might
expropriate the works of. the Esquimalt
Water ‘Works Comj or take water
.from’ Goldstream for elr own water
.workL“,The&knew that we were using the
waters of Goldstream to develop electric
power, having the exclusive right to such
weter for power purposes, under contraet
mith the owners thereof. the Esquimalt
Water Works Company, for a term of 33
years. They also knew that we consider
the price charged us for water hy the
water company too higlk) being equivalent
to $40 per horse ‘power per year for the
mere water used, to which would be added

installation and the cost of operation, mak:
ing it practically impossible to scll power
wholesale to manufgcturers. and restrlct-'
iz our operations to a retail lighting busi-
ness. They also knew that in order te
get cheaper ]gower we had taken up a water
record on Koksilah river and Shawnigan
lake, and were preparing to develop sald
power and confine the use of water from
Goldstream to 4,000,000 gallons per day,
as permitted under our contract. instead
of utiliging the maximum of 15.000.000
gallons daily.- which we were rapidly ap-
pioaching, Knowing all ‘these facts, and
washing to retaln us as a”large customer
fo= water which, when used by us, re-
mains absolutely unpolluted and fit for
drinking, the council requested Mr. Goward
and myself to meet them to discuss the
terms of an eventual contract In the event
of the city acquiring the Goldstream waters
in one way or another. We met the full

the city solicitor, city engineer,
city clerk, commissioner of water and other
gentlemen, some th or four times, and
ths tentative con now published in
extenso was the result of the delibéra-
tions. 1 am not aware that any of the
gentlemen present were pled, to sécrecy,
and I venture to say -that whoever desired

no lecrecyt in tbel
nothing to conceal. - ny proof
‘were needed hereof the contract ifself whi
glve {t. It reduces slightly the price of
water to our compeny, but only on the
quantity which it is optional for us to
take or leave; on all other points the- con-
tract modifies the terms of our present
not ask
anyone to take my word for ¢his; he who
reads can judge for himself. The monop-
oly established. of which Mr. Lubbe dares
only speak with bated breath, conalsts ig
reducing our sole zight te the water for
Ppower purposes from 38 years to yea
However, to discuss further this traves
ty on an ured public spirit will weary
ta: public as it wearies me. I shall only
4¢d one word to the press. In als on
the sub the ly papers broadly hint

once as a true Ursus Kermod X

my friends to secrecy, lest a knowledge of
the district being so infected should injure
the prospects o‘ tural settle) it |

One of our party suggested that qur. find
was a commor- black beer, whose Bair wes’
turned white by* a night of terror, but this
theory wonld pot account for' the wool
on the cocoanut--I mean the bear.

My owa halr, however, formerly a ‘ove-
1y red. has ever since been quite grey, and
bald in phaces. Aol

T inclese my friends’ names as witnesses
to the truth of my story. I regret that T
mmw‘tl -{d their“addresses. as they are

ea.
Yonrs for science and spert. - °
e : 40 NIMROD.

Qeat
At the advisability of the city's starting
ia competition with our compeiny In order
to bring us to a proper state of huomility,
The device 18 not mew. : Bncoursge in ali |
C le ways the introduetion of British

o) into the. country, then whken yon

‘have got- it ‘placed where it cannot. easlly |
4 get out, hammer it,

No matter whethee
the col y @acts decently to the publle
and Its employees, no matter whether its
moderate modicum of success is of finan-
cia’ assistance in England to the credit of |
the whole province, just hammer it. Call
it a monopoly even if it holds no other
rights than those anyone élse can ecgnire
who thas the money, and the: pluck to risk
it, ‘and ‘having wrongly christened it a

'1";“—‘
I THE KOOPENAY CHNTRAL num_ur;.
- Sir—With rezard to an interview péports
¢l with Mr. Whyte, second vice-president :
ol the C. P. R. at Winnipeg, and to many

8
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¢ : and Directory pre at your -;mu.
*will keep rh‘, for Fou.
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o [ s ., .
Bowes Says
~®  When yon come te tpw.n. make his store your headquarters. Otr"!‘»ehphone

Leave your parcels at our stere.

(I ST e ¥

; Cym s H. Bowes,

5 98 Govt. 81, Near Yates St., Victorla. B. €.

monopoly, held it up to public scorn for
what it is mot. In Ontario so disastrovs
wes the resnlt of municipalities lnltlmnf
civic plants to compete with existing pri-
vate companies, that the legislature was
impelled to put a stop to such practices by
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ces méng &0 act on the fines

everybody does not know that there is a |

who bhave had |

Icterest and depreciatien on the electrical iVa!encu ralsing . Loty

-ing tion about that contract. ) get
fc »%ly:ume. Our company mzb- :

$

iAking “it compulsory for municipalities
who desire to trade in light, water and sim- "
ilar commodities, to buy out the existing
companies first at a falr price, before go-
ing in for trading on their own secount,

I am sorry to have taken up 80 much of
your space, but the misrepresentations
of our company's actions ‘and  intemtions

ave been so numerous that if replied to
at all, considerable space must be taken,

For the benefit of those Who never read
more than the last half dozen lines of a
lengthy communication, just this:

If the present City Counecil think the 'ast
ccuncil made a mistake by entering. into
the tentative contract, which is an agree.
men made at the solicitation of the eity,
binding upon our company, but not upon
the city until approved by the ratepayers,
aud which was passed upanimously by the
ccuncil, we are quite agreeable to being
Teleased therefrom, and on behalf of our
company! I shall give the city an opportun-
ity of so doing, and leaving us a free hand, |
the right to be exercised within 30 days. |
‘We do not want to force ourselves upon ¢
the city of Vietoria, if it prefers to paddle !
its own canoe,

v J. BUNTZEN, 1
General Manager B.C. Electric Ry. iCo., Ltd.

FARMER’SEXCHAN GE

ADVERTISEMENTS UNDER fHIS
HEAD ONL CENT .-PER WORD CACH
ISSUE, NO ADVETISEMENT TAKEN
FOR LESS THAN 25 CENTS,

of English law”~

“Smoked ‘salmon, per b, .....0.

?ﬂng salmon, per ib, ..........
od, per 1b 3

Hl]mt’ s wBssssssesscave vy
Smoked

Hallbut,
BIOBNBONR &2 (it cochivreres
Finnan Haddock, per Ib, ......s
Crabs, per doz. ......,....

Ralt mackerel, each

: AR S
Ir?llbut, IS L,

0s¢000tes sevse.

and sounds, per Ib.
herring. per xeg ..
ult uh::ln&uch e ssseweas veo e
mon - 28 D ..i000 .ee
Ments—

It tongues
%alt Holland

®0ss evesse sseses

Rutton, per I, iiibiiileii.e..
Hams, American, per Ib, ........
Bacon, American, per Ib, ..
Baron, rolled .. 00 Nl s
BN et B it i eais
Coal Ofl—
Pratt’s coal ofl

#etssessssnssss -

BORN,

HENDERSON—A¢t the residence, Menzies
street, on the 8th Instant, the wife of
8. G. Henderson, of a son.

KINSMAN—On Monday, February 6, 1905,
the wife of Mr. J. H. Kinsman, 72
Princess avenye, of a ‘son.

MARRIED,

COLE-GOWARD—On the 7th inst., at

Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria, Brit-

Ish Columbia, by the Rey. Canon

Beanlands, ase?t d by the Rev. 8.
d R

POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK.

(FOR SALE—Cow five years old; nearly
fresh; price $37.50 Apply James
! Holns, West Saanich road; six miles
from ecity. : :

FOR SALE—New calved cow; good milker;
quiet; first cross Holstein and Jersey; to
be seen at 34 Soath Turner street.

FFOR. SALE—Two fresh cows with or with-
out calves; good milkers. H. D. Tilly,
South Saanich, Keating P, O. jal2

WANTED—T7o purchase a good work-
e team, ot less than 1.100 pounds.
glpp]y Box 43. Colonist Office.

ADARE POULTRY FARM, Wm. Baylis,
Ross Bay, Fairfield Road. Victoria, B.C.
Choice eggs ‘or setting, from pure bred
and vigorons stock. Barred Plym-
outh Rocks. from first prize birds; S.
C. Black Minorcas; S. C. Brown Leg-
horns; 8. C. White Leghorns. All eggs
tested hPfor%shlpph\g and warranted
from cEboice Mmatings. .Orders taken at
Brown & Cooper’s, Government street,
or by post card to P. O. Box 580, Vie-
toria,-B. C. ja26

" Retail Markets

The

Corn,
€orn,
Corn,
0

retall quotations are as follows:

whole, per ton .
cracked .......
feed meal
per ton .
ar 10 1 A
Rolled oats)\B. & K., per de
Rolled oats, B. & K. per 7-lb sack
Hongarian, per bbl ..
Hungarian, per sack.....

Pastry Flour—
Snow Flake, per sack
Snow Flake, per Lbl.
Three Star,- per sack
Three_Star, per bbi. ....
Drifted Snow, per sack
Drifted Snow, per LDL ..

Feed—
Hay, Island, per ton ....
Bay, B. C., per ton .
Straw, per bale ...
‘Wheat, per ton .
Miadlings, ‘per toa .
Bran,

BRRE

Oatmeal,

528.8

S ox BERRAR B
2323 283338

2 o
&%

Cabbage, per o.
Mauliflower, per
Tomatoes, per 1b. .
Cucumbers, per dom.
Onions, 6 1b:
Carrots, per b ..
Beet per .
New potatoes, per- 1

Bree-
Fresh Island, per doz. .
Mapitoba, per dosen ..
¥resh cream; per ipint .i..
esse—

Ch :
Best Ontarlo Cheese, per Ib. ...
California cheese, per ib. ......
Canadian, per 1b. ..ceoovecveee-
a

Vietoria - creamery, per I1b.
Cowichan creamery, per lh. ....
SR DO A .3 ahervivsisnasaie
L e P R B e
Frult—
Apples (Island), per box ........
Pears, per . box.
Prunes (local),
Muskmellons, each ......cceeuias
Cuazrants, per 1Ib. .....ciceiisnne
CIOOKING: O%8 5 o. v o hiucinsnbonis N
Figs, per Ib ...... coeaeaet 1236, 15, 20, %-g

nn
255.83 REss888 BEN B8

0000 0000000000000 000000

Lemons, California, per dos. .... o*6
Cocoannts, ACh:..cececuee aoenw
New dates

Beanm PR T il ol i i
New cleaned currants, 8 Ibs. for..
Reat SOltReNS . ...eiee.cee--.
Table raisins .........

Bananas, per dosen

Oranges, per dos.

Poultzr—
Dressed fowls .............c...
Flub—

e

A . R. N.,, Eng. Lieat. Edwin
Cole, of H. M. 8. Bonaventure, second
son of Richard Cole, Esq., Bere
Ferrers, Devonshire, to Lucy Muriel,
youngest daughter of Henry Goward,
. gAc. LL.B., of Rockwood, Victoria,

DIED.

SAYWARD—At San Francisco, Cal, on
February 1, 1905, W. P. Sayward, of
Victoria, a waative of Thomastown,
Maine; aged 87 years.

KELLY—At St. Joseph’s hospital, on the
5th instant, Hendrick W., beloved wife
of Willlam J. Kelly, a native of Vic-
toria, B. C., aged 21 years.

CLARK—At the family residence, 92
Niagara street, on the 4th instant,
Walter E. Clark ,a native of Inverness,
Scotland, aged 75 years.

Ifyou want to get tho
biggest returns for
your labor and
your ground,
§¢ You can’t afford
7 to plant anything but

—the standard after 49 years®
test. They always produce
the largest and curest

* crops. All dealers sell
them. Our 1903
Seed Annual
free on request.
. M. FERRY & CO.
WINDSOR, ONT.

Tak2 care of your Skin

by a'ways using a pure Soap,
and you can get none purer than

CALVERT'S
Carbolic Toilet Soap,

which is mantfartured from the best
materials only, while it also contains
107, Crystal Carbolic, at once good for
the skin and a protection against any
1isk ot infection.

lum-hbklubnggfm,wbymafmm
F. C. OALVERT & Oo, 87 Dorchester Streef,
Montreal.
Send 2 cent stamp for mailing of free Sample.
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SPROTT-SHAW

Business University

VANCOUVER, B. C,

Furnishes most reliable courses in
al]l COMMERCIAL SHORTHAND
(Gregg & Pitman), TYPEWRIT-
ING, TELEGRAPHIC (Railroad and
Commerclal), LANGUAGE AND
TECHNICAL branches.

R J. SPROTT, B. A., Prineipal,
H A. 8t R1VEN, B.A., Vide-Prin.
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2% |\Ele ctric Light and

Heat Treatment

Strongly endorsed by 'medical professiom
for sufferers from RHEUMATISM, LUM-
BAGO, BCIATICA, STIFF JOINTS, ete.
Treated dally at
The Balmorai Block., 74 Fort Street.
MISS. ELLISON, Princlpal.

TELEPMONE 3.
P. O, 80X 428,

SMALL JARS, each ................
1 LB. JARS, each .......
y - 1 LB. JARS, WITH COMB, each

WALTER S. FRASER & CO.

GENERAL HARDWARE

Alr Yight Heaters, Lanterns, &c.
Enamel and Tinware for Householders.

Whart Strest, VIC(ORIA, B, €

Pure Hone

................ seiaesisnvendse e RBES

 DIXI H. ROSS & CO.,

The Independent Cash Grocers

Numerous Testimoniale from Fmin
Sold in bottles, 1134, 2(0, 46,

COLLIS BROWNE’S 1
CHLORODYNE.

ORIGINAL AND ONLY GERUINE.
Each Bottle of this Well-known Remedy for °
Coughs, Oolds, Asthma, Bronchitis, Neuralgia,
Toothache, Diarrhoea, mpasms, ‘etc.
bears the Gevernment Stemp the name of the Inventor.
: DR. J. COLLIS BROWNE,
entbyl:hgslehu accompany each bettle

Sole Manufacturers. J, T. DAVENPORT, LIMITZD, LONDO

Chemiets.

B s

‘D 00000000000000000000090

....'...‘.........‘,....”.

l .. Wholesale Agents, Lyman Bres. & Ce., Lad., Toronto.
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(From Tuesday's Daf
May Rival ’Frisco—Comm
the C. P. R.-E. & N. railwa
Nelson Tribune says: *“Esq
of the finest harbors of the Pg
is on the road and there is o
able land for factorles, docki
minal facilities for both shi
nailways. Victoria: may yed]
its old-timers say it must be,
<hief city sorth of San Fraf

Formal Dedication.—The fg
cation of improvements which
made in St. Luke’s church, {
took place last Sunday mor:
service was performed by Bis
who was assisted by the incung
R. Connell. The interior of
‘has - been lined and wainsco
<cedar, and the large east wind
colored, the pattern and sulf
Good Shephend,”  being wort
«cial praise. Other improvemeail
furnishings for the holy table
munion rail, lectern and pulpi

An Awkward Fix.—Assist
States Attorney Edward Cus
placed in an awkward pi
while traveling from Seattl
Townsend on the steamer H
for when he started to dressi
that he was minus a most
portion of his attire, to wit, h
Mr. Cushman secured a
the night, leaving Seatt]
When he retired he pulled ti
and thouoht he had locked it.
yer was about to proceed on
borrowed pair, when his o
garments were found in a coy
deck. » pockets had been
everything taken, including so
ant papers.

The Hotel Contract.—A (
porter yestarday interviewed
Rattenbury, . R. hotel a
the western division, and as}
information was at hand as

H £

perstry . M.
had nothing new to impart,
in making a definite - announ|
doubt being due to the illn
Thomas Shaughnessy, who
past few days had been forwg
further information asked for
points. In the interim the wy
t¢ing in the foundations is
apace, the splendid weather
contributing materially to th
ment ef the work in hand.

The Salmon Fisheries.—Rie
M. P. P., returned from Ottay
day. Tle went East to_ re
case of the salmon cannerg
wcouver Island. He interviewed
Prefontaine, minister of marin
eries, and presented to him th
the Vancouver Island salmo
‘He gays that while the mj
impressed with the views off
men, he thought it was an
time to come to an agreemen
canners of Puget Sound in
closed season. If the Washij
nerymen do not carry out thel
the agreement, however, the
government will at once dised
restrictions. The minister sta
commission would be appoin
quire into the whole questio
tion to the salmon fisheries
{Columbia. During this year ¢
ment proposed to have a cl
of about 36 hours each week,

To Discas® Fall Fair.—As
by the Colonist a few days
be the case, a public meetin
held, under the auspices of
‘Apgrienktnral Association, for
pose of consilering the advil
holdinz an exhibition here t
view of the fact that the D
hibition will tgke place at )
minster. The date has heen
next Tuesday evening, and
of meeting the council chaml
City hall. *Generally speaking,
bers. of tha B. C. Agriculturg
tion nfanagement appear to fi
ting the Vietoria exhibition fo!
memher of the execntive sta
day that he helieved an unwri
ment had heon reached betwed
and New Westminster, when
striving for the bic federal
the effect that the city whiek
cessful would be acenvded t
of tWe other body. DBut tha
posal will receive strenneous
there can be no doubt, and it
ant that the meeting should Y
tended.

el B
(PFrom Wednesday's Dal
Fixamining  Goldstream.—A
Adams, the California expe:
to eeport on the waterworks
is at Goldstream, in compan
city engineer, C. H. Topp,
into conditions at that point.
beea there since Sunday and
ably return tomorrow, as Mr.
on Thursday eveming to be
a meeting of the streets,
Dbridges committce of the eoy

Omineca and P. R. Minin|
a meeting of the shareholde
Omineca and Peace River M
Limited, held at the Law
last evening, the following
wera elected: F. Peters, Caf

TOOK A SEVE
COLD.

. 1t Settled In The Kid

—

Pain In The Back The

Catching cold and hewing i
$he back is often the cause of
the primary cause of kid:
When the back achesitis s
{he kidneys are Hable to beeo

-Heed the warming : check
pche, and disposeof any chence
trouble.

If you don’t, serions o a
yery apt to avise. Mre. XK.
familton, Out., caught
jettled in her kidmeys. S

DOAN'S KIDNEY

~and 4s thanifal foc the hmweed

they gave her. 8he writas ws o

‘It is with pilessure that I
lestimony in fever ¢! Dosu's Kid
Some time age I took a severe €9
_pettled in my kidneys. The o
pain in the smel of my back
me greatly.  After omfering
months, and findimg numerous
fafl, X procuved a box of Doan'
Pills, and recelved immediate
my sufferings.

Doan’s Kidney Pills may be
at all dealers, or will be sent
_mail on receipt of price—

150 'cents per bex, or B for
Ter DoAN Krowgy PILL
ToronTe, ONT.




