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Aid. MacGregor dietinôtiy opposed a I f\p AI UCUIC
silent vote. He had not expected, he I.UV/IL IN tWO.
said, that his motion would be palatable, * » - «**..
yet it was distinctly in accordance with 
the record of facts. He proceeded to 
trace the history of the Port Angeles pro­
ject since its inception to the council; 
contending that the .by-law as existing 
after its many alterations by the 
oil, was an impossible one, such an one 
as had not been asked for by the citizens 
and In distinct contrast to the ironclad, 
clean-cut proposition presented originally 
at the request of ratepayers. As-it now 
stood, the promoters of the connection 
would have nothing to do with the by­
law at double the amount of subsidy.
As intreducer of the by-law, he believed 
he had a perfect right to withdraw it—

The Mayor—With consent of the coun­
cil.

There would be no difficulty about the 
withdrawal, Aid. MacGregor contended 
—had not the resolution been so “point­
edly” drafted. ,

“Had it not been for the string of un­
justifiable insinuations,’’ observed Aid.
Beckwith.

Aid. MacGregor retorted that Aid.
Bekwith’e amendment was in accord 
with the insults that gentleman had of­
fered to the promoters of the ferry on 
the occasion of their recent visit.

Aid. Beckwith denied any insults, and
Aid. Hayward asked that the mover 

of the amendment state his reasons for 
asking for the return of the by-law to 
committee, now that it was well under­
stood that it could not be proceeded with.
Did the alderman propose to evince re­
pentance, and vote to increase the sub­
sidy or remove the objectionable condi­
tions?

Aid. Williams agreed with Aid. Hay­
ward, and accused Aid. Beckwith of 
changing front on the Angeles proposal.
He challenged him to explain the mean­
ing of his amendment.

Thus invited. Aid. Beckwith repudi­
ated any inconsistency, and asserted that 
while he had been prepared to endorse 
a substantia] subsidy for the Angeles 
connection—he had indeed seconded Aid.
Hayward’s motion that the amount be 
fixed at $12,500,—he had objected to the 
conditions of the by-law as presented, 
believing them to but insufficiently safe­
guard the interests of Victoria and Vic­
torians. He believed that the 'by-law, as 
drafted, was so insecure that the com­
pany, while living up to the letter of the 
obligation sufficiently to secure the sub­
sidy, might give a service that would 
be of no value to Victoria. He denied, 
too, that the council bad at any time 
declined to put the by-law before the 
people—indeed his present motion was to 
be taken as more in that direction than 
the proposal of the introducer, Aid. Mac- 
gregor, to withdraw it.

The amendment being offered to the 
vote was carried—on a 6 to 4 vote, the 
Mayor with Aid. Cameron, Humphrey,
Brydon, Beckwith and Stewart voting 
“aye,” and Aid. Hayward, Kinsman,
Williams and MacGregor in opposition.

The by-law being thus returned to com­
mittee, His Worship inquired:

“What are you going to do now—the 
promoters say they cannot go on with 
this by-law ?"

“I move that the committee rise,” said 
' Aid. Stewart.

And this being passed, the by-law was 
killed—not withdrawn.

The formal by-law recommended by 
the Mayor, to provide for the continua­
tion of the loan arranged to meet the 
court deposit required' for the two ad­
versely decided Poiat Ellice bridge dam­
age suits, was passed through its various 
stages, and carried, the Mayor explain­
ing that it was merely for the return of 
the sum involved to the general revenue 
of the year, and its carrying until such 
time as the settlement of all the bridge 
claims should be taken up.

At the suggestion of the city's legal 
representatives, the by-law is provided 
with a life of not more than five years, 
although with thé option of lifting prior 
to this date at any time.

“Of course we don’t intend,” observed 
the Mayor, “that these matters shall be 
allowed to hang adl the time.”

It was a quarter to 11 when the Vic­
toria & Sidney Railway Extension by­
law was presented for second reading by 
Aid. Beckwith, and Aid. Hayward sug­
gested that so important a matte* should 
be reserved for a special evening when 
the council should be fresh for the task.

Aid. Beckwith thought that the second 
reading might proceed, and discussion 
come at the committee stage.

The majority were against him, how­
ever, and the (Kfficulty was finally met by 
an adjournment of the board until to­
morrow evening at S, when this by-law 
will monopolize attention.

ÿ'S
Mushing to getter. We don’t want to learn anything 

new, we don't take advantage of the 
t chances that are placed before ua. A few 

there are among os who make an effort to 
keep abreast of the times,'but like angels’ 
visits, they ase far between.

If we will only get united like all the 
other business men of the world, and then 
If we should want a thing, we will have 
It; If we need the aid of the government, 
we can get It.

We have Just long enough been rated by 
a weaker rank than ourselves; we must 
get together and commence the new century 
ruling ourselves. We are living in an 
age of progress, and why should the farmer 
lag behind? Surely thq farmer that has 
not yet Joined the Institute Is asleep to 
his own Interest.

I would like to give an Incident of how 
a farmers’ institute was first started some 
years ago, not that I think for a minute 
that we need such a decoy In our district.

The president placed In one corner of the 
hall a piano, in another corner a cask of 
beer. In those days music and beer would 
draw the men like maghitlsm. The that 
evening there was a small company; bnt 
It was surprising how soon the news got 
round the district—music and beer! Wet 
nights, dark nights; they did not care. 
"Music and beer!” rang to the ear. The 
fourth night there waa a big crowd. The 
president closed the door on them and call­
ed for order, which be got A gentleman 
had been Invited to speak on the benefit 
Oa. the farmers’ Institute. He got up and 
spoke both long and strong. The farmers 
quit the music, looked shy at the beer, and 
the majority of them Joined the Institute.

Now, for conscience sake, don’t let It 
have to come to a matter of “Music and 
beer” before we can gather and unite to­
gether.

I must admit that the SO cents I spent In 
Joining the institute is the most profitable 
half dollar I ever speculated.

Trouble in THE MIDNIGHT SORTIE.
Details of Ladysmith Garrison’s Gallant 

Raid on the Boers’ Big Guns.
1

The Mines. A Shipyard.Dawson Mail.—The steamer Danube 
yesterday brought a heavy Northern 
mail' including a number of sacks from 
Dawson and other points in. the interior.

Joined in Marriage.—At the St. An- 
drew a Presbyterian manse yesterday, 
Rev. W. Leslie Clay performed the cere­
mony uniting in matrimony Mr. John E. 
P. Hoggan, son of Major-General J. W. 
Hoggan, CB., of Edinburgh, and Miss 
Catherine Young, of London, Eng. 

-------- o--------
Nurses Volunteer—Miss Grady, matron 

of the Jubilee hospital, and Miss Graves, 
formerly of the staff of the same institu­
tion, both trained and experienced nurses, 
have again volunteered for service in 
South Africa. They yesterday tele- 
craped to Ottawa, asking to be attached 
to the second Canadian contingent.

Comfortable Rooms.—The rooms of 
the Y. W. O. A. bave recently been re­
arranged looking to the comfort and con­
venience of young women engaged in 
business, all of whom are invited to 
make use of them. They can either 
take their own lunch baskets there or 
secure lunch and tea from the matron.

-------- o--------
Funeral To-day.—The remains of the 

late Edward James Gray, who was killed 
in a sawmill at Lake Bennett last month, 
arrived from the North op the Danube 
yesterday. The funeral will take place 
at 2Ü5 this afternoon from the family 
residence, 316 Douglas street end fifteen 
minutes later at the Centennial Metho­
dist church.

* ■

The London Daily Mail publishes de­
tails from its correspondent, G. W. 
Steevens, at Ladysmith, showing that all 
the men who took part in the recent at­
tack of the Boer position on Gun hill 

Some wore rubber-soled 
shoes and carried no bayonets, and their 
rifles were not loaded. When they had 
silently mounted the rocks, passing the 
sleeping Boer picket, they suddenly 
heard the challenge, “Who comes there?” 
No reply was made, and the challenge 
was repeated. Then the Boers cried 
several times, “The redcoats—shoot.” 
An officer of the Light Horse Volunteers 
thereupon shouted in Dutch, “The red­
coats with bayonets—run.” The British 

The trouble which has been brewing t£he?re<? and cbar*ed- The enemy’s fire 
between tire teca, Shipwrights’ and ^
Caulkers Association and William Tur- rear were firing on them. Gen Hunter 
Pel, proprietor of the Central Shipyard, ordered “ Cease fire ” to be sounded, and 
has culminated in the association repudi- *5? next minute the Boers bolted. Some

«v* ** * “ta “*■ «ta *«
this effect was given m the Colonist yes- Gen. Hunter by the throat, crying “Who 
terday morning by the insertion of the the devil are you?” The correspondent 
following advertisement: adds that a letter written by a Boer
i “N°MCe:-£°
ters—Mr. Turples shipyard (Central) be- hard fighter, and Ladysmith won’t fall 
ing advertised by1 the owners as a non- yet- We are still strong here, nearly 
union shipyard, until further notice mem- 20,000 being engaged. They doubtless 
bers of this association decline to work al5-<?lcl?™l>ed ™ onr outlying laager».” 
on any vessel handled in the above yard. „ • , “formation alone is worth the
(Signed) Executive Committee of the •“•brined by the British.
Shipwrights’ and Caulkers’ Association fbe Standard’s Ladysmith correspond- 
of Victoria and Esquimau.” e”1 a graphic story of the storming

Mr. Turpel’s refusal to meet the wishes „ . .After describing the as-
of the shipwrights and caulkers is nn- ?fnt . the hill and the flight of the
derstood to be based an the contention ln fear of, the British bayonets,
that he has been compelled to emploi w“lca were not there, he says: “ There
inferior union workmen, and that union Sas a bnme<1 search for the big guns,
workmen were in the "habit of doing jobs *or a moment the horrible thought seized 
around the waterfrontt, to the detriment 5® f“_at there might be no guns at all; 
of business of the yard. The caulkers 111111 the enemy, as had so often been the 
and shipwrights explain that last summer rase, had somehow got wind of the pro- 
the association was re-organized, as the lec“*d attack, and removed their 
men concluded it was high time thev had toa safe distance; but at last, to the 
some protection for the trade, as house ?ellFht of everybody, the ‘ Long Tom ’ 
carpenters and bridge builders, at lower ““ /as discovered snugly ensconced 
wages, were put amongst them, the boss T*. a Parapet of sandbags 31 feet 
getting the benefit of the difference in thick- A 4,7-meh howitzer was found in 
wages. Some of the men worked on a an emplacement hardly less strong, with 
scow in Mr. Turpel’s yard last spring a max’m g™1 between the two, posted 
expecting to get the regular wage of “PPtrently for the purpose of repelling 
$4.50 per day, but they only received gnch an assault as the one we bad actu- 
$3.50, and some $4 per day. The Bos- ally delivered.
cowittz was repaired in the same way, . Lient Turner, with two sappers and 
all kinds of labor being employed. Hence s’"x artillerymen, at once took charge of 
the necessity of the association. The the ‘ Long Tom,’ and with crowbars and 
only attempt at strikes hi the Central hammers smashed the breech and elevat- 
yard was when Mr. Turpel attempted to ing gear. Two charges of gun-cotton 
work non-union men, and so the case were then placed in the breath and muz- 
stends. zle and connected with fuses. While

the ‘ Long Tom ’ was thus being provided 
for, similar attention was bestowed on 
the howitzer by Capt. Fowke and other 
sappers and gunners.

“ The preparations being completed, 
Gen. Hunter ordered the men down the 
hill. The fuses were lit with the burn­
ing ends of officers’ cigars. Everybody 
fell back with the exception of Capt. 
Fowke, who remained midway between 
the two big guns, and after a couple of 
minutes of suspense, a loud report 
showed that our object had been accom­
plished.

“ Capt. Fowke hastened to examine the 
debris. He found the six-inch gun with 
two gaping holes in the muzzle, which 
was badly bulged, and that the breech 
rifling had been destroyed beyond all 
chance of repair. The howitzer was in 
even a worse plight, the explosion having 
wrecked the carriage as well as the gun. 
The Maxim was seized and carried off.

“ The men returned to camp across the 
plain unmolested.

“ Other trophies of the sortie were an 
English song book that was found in a 
cave underneath the parapet, where the 
gunner evidently took refuge, and a priv­
ate letter, in which it was said that the 
burghers were not a bit frightened.”
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Comes Suddenly.

Danube Down From North— 
Overdue Vessels Bound to 

British Columbia Ports.
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SICKAgain the silent Northern stars are 
looking down upon a mad pilgrimage of 
torture and of terror, made without com­
plaint, with the beckoning finger of gold 
luring the etampeders on. M ushers, not 
stampedes, Is the new name given these 
argonauts with the new cry, “ on to 
Nome”; and some of them appear to be 
enduring such adventures and privations 
as turn the hair grey—yet never thinking 
of turning hack. When the rush com­
menced there was still warm weather in 
the Yukon valley—unprecedented, inex­
plicable warm weather—but on the 12th 
of this month a landslide of chilliness 
swept the country, its effect being noted 
simultaneously from Skagway to the 
limit of wire connection. The mercury 
dropped, to quote the Alaskan, “ as 
though struck with a weight, going down 
in some places as much as 30 degrees in 
24 hours. The lowest point registered 
along the telegraph line was at Ogilvie, 
where it was 42 degrees below on the 
night of the 12th. Tagish reported 20 
degrees below, where only the previous 
day it had been 11 above. Five Fingers 
was 27 degrees below, Selkirk 30 below, 
Dawson 21 below, Selwyn 15 below and 
the 12th registered 6 degrees be­
low—a variation toward the base 
of the thermometer of 15 de­
grees from the day before. Travel­
lers who had not yet started out of 
course welcomed the change, knowing 
that it would solidify the winter highway 
and make travel fairly feasible—with 
those who were trying to “ rush the 
river,” however, it was different. Many 
scows were “ pinched," their owners and 
crews losing outfits and stocks, and not 
infrequently having an unpleasantly close 
call for their lives. Henry Mortimer, on 
arriving at Dawson on November 14, re­
ported the loss of one boat near Stewart 
river, and the drowning of three men 
and two women, whose names, however, 
he could not ascertain, this accident hav­
ing occurred November 3. This party 
were floating down in a flat boat, and 
despite the warning of Mortimer (which 
doubtless they did not hear) struck the 
ice-jam and perished. None of the mem­
bers of the party were identified, but Mr. 
Mortimer was confident they were from 
the wrecked steamer Stratton. He has 
also a word of high appreciation for 
John Riley, the engineer of that ill-fated 
craft, who stood to his post like brave 
John Maynard, even until the water 
came up and extinguished his fires. 
Burton Babcock, the mining partner of 
Hamlin Garland, the author, is reported 
by the Alaskan to have reached Dawson 
November 14, having had a bad time 
getting there. At Windy Arm one of 
the barges the steamer he was on was 
towing was crushed, and two men nar­
rowly escaped. Then in going through 
the canyon below the White Horse the 
steamer sank, and he and the others on 
her climbed on the roof of the deck-house 
and held on as best they could until 
mounted policemen arrived in a rowboat 
and rescued them. The rest of the 
barges, battered and leaking, were finally 
caught in an ice-jam above Stewart, and 
thence Mr. Babcock and his companions 
pushed on with sleds.

H. Wheeler and Thomas Milton were 
the arrivals from Dawson at Skagway 
on the 12th instant. They had left there 
November 23. Milton, who is a St. 
Paul business man, said: “We met 200 
men rushing in who said they were 
bound for Nome. They were scattered 
ail along the route, the greater num­
ber of them being met toward this end 
of our journey. Not more than ten per 
cent, of them had dog teams. In other 
cases the men pushed and pulled sleds 
along, usually one man ahead with 
rope and one behind pushing. -We spoke 
only a moment to them as we passed, and 
when we cried out, saying ‘Are you for 
Nome?’ or ‘Bound for Nome, are you 
■not?’ the answer almost always was 
‘Yes, or ‘You bet.’ There are probably 
200 scows blockaded along the river. 
Fifty-six are at Soow island, near Stew­
art, alone, and take every inch of land­
ing space about the little island. At 
Thistle and Tulare we saw many taking 
in supplies from the scows.”

A late copy of the Yukon Sun received 
by the Danube, contains news of a great 
quartz discovery in the neighborhood of 
the Klondike capital. The Sun is au­
thority for the statement that the ledge 
is 1,000 feet in depth, one mile in width, 
of unknown though great length, and as­
saying as high as $860 to the ton. Over 
20 claims were recorded in that locality 
up to November 7. The exact location 
of this ore body is given as the left hank 
of the Yukon, seven miles above Daw­
son. It is neither a deposit of gravel nor 
a quartz ledge. As defined by a Dawson 
metallurgist it is an oxidized mass of 
quartzosic porphyrite rock, containing 
more or less gold throughout the porous 
oxidized material, as well as in the 
beecia or hard quartzite. Mr. Hayne left 
Dawson for London on October 31 in 
the itnerest of 26 of the claim owners. 
The Sun says editorially: “We have 
investigated this find and find that 
the facts are as stated; if no error has 
been made in the assays, it is one of the 
greatest finds ever made in quartz.”
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H. T. O.Liquidator’s Remuneration—In the ‘Su­
preme court yesterday, before Mr. Jus­
tice Drake, application was made by Mr. 
J. A. Macdonald, counsel for R. Plew- 
man, the liquidator of the O. K. Mining 
Co., for remuneration for winding up 
the affairs of the company. Mr. B. V. 
Bod well, Q. C., appeared for the Old 
National Bank of Spokane. Judgment 
was reserved.

-o-

Sealskin Coats 
Troublesome. final PüL Sniff B®, Sffla.1] jpjj£

cannon

Vancouver’s
News Budget.

I
Annoying Regulations Yet to be 

Enforced by United States 
Government.

A Fine Point.—A petition was in cir­
culation yesterday among Store street 
business men, addressed to the Indian 
department, and requesting that that de­
partment protest to the city council 
against the combination of the offices of 
assistant police court prosecutor and 
-Chinook interpreter. The petition points 
out that while in the past the Chief has 
both prosecuted and interpreted the evi­
dence, such a course Is not in accord- 

with the principles of British courts 
and is open to grave objection.

Laid at Rest.—One of the most largely 
attended funerals - which has taken place 
in the city for some time was that of 
Mr. F. F. Raitt, which took place from 
the residence of Mr. M. Baker, Freder­
ick street, yesterday afternooiL The 
Rev. Mr. Speer conducted theroervices 
and those assisting as pallbearers were 
Messrs. C. R. King, T. R. Dee and Rich­
ard Coles, representing the Foresters, 
and W. H. Pennock, A. E. Mallett, and 
C. E. Watkins, representing the Wood­
men of the World.

'
Hotel Enterprise Credited to 

Tramway Compcny—Field 
for Comox Coal.

Scheme Designed to Enlarge 
Profits of American Lessees 

of Rookeries.a nee

Mr. Martin Sets a Date—The 
Disputed Commitment to 

Insane Asylum.

The good prices obtained at the last 
London sales of sealskins has had the 
effect of exciting the cupidity of the 
gigantic sealing monopoly in the United 
States to a marvellous degree, as is 
shown by the latest act of the United 
States government—which is but a tool 
in the hands, of the monopoly—in passing 
a law intended to prevent those who may 
visit Europe during the Paris exposition

OVERDUE VESSELS.

A Number of Craft Making Long Voy­
ages to This Port.

The Journal of Commerce of Liverpool 
published on December 1 the following 
list of the vessels bound to this port, the 
number of days they are out, and the 
rates on which re-insurance closed on 
them: Kennebec, 169, 7; Australian, 
149, 15; Canrobert, 189, 10; Rajore, 155, 
5; Godiva, 155, 5; General Neumayer, 
165, 5; Normandie, 141, 7; Merechal de 
Turenne, 136, 5 to 7; Cassard, 132, 5 to 
7; Louis Pasteur, 136, 5; Jules Verne, 
114, 6; Stronsa, 157, 5 per cent.

Tugs Lome and Holyoke are back in 
port after having towed the salmon ships 
County of Cardigan and Killarney to sea.

The steamer Queen arrived yesterday 
after a quick passage from San Fran­
cisco.

-■>
From Our Own Correspondent.

Vancouver, Dec. 19—The B.C. Electri. 
Railway Co. are reported on good au­
thority to be about to build a palatial 
hotel at a cost of $100,000 on the site 
now occupied by their offices on the cor­
ner of Hastings and Carroll streets. Con­
struction may not commence for 
time, but the present intention is to erect 
a stone and brick edifice which will be 
the pride of the city. Cars will run under 
a magnificent stone archway and the 
general offices of the company will be 
above the hotel proper reached by ele­
vators apart from the hotel itself. Sev­
eral attempts to see General Superinten­
dent Buntzen in connection with this in­
teresting story failed owing to that gen­
tleman’s time being entirely taken up 
with special business for the company. 
The report must therefore be given for 
what it is worth. ,

The increasing use and popularity on 
the Mainland of the product of the Union 
collieries, has drawn attention anew to 
the fact that coal suitable for black­
smiths’ purposes has been found in the 
Comox mines. It is of course not equal 
to the finest English blacksmiths’ coal, 
but answers all purposes very well. It 
costs something like $60 a ton to toy 
down the English article in Lillooet 
camps and while the Comox article can 
be delivered for about half that.

Mr. C. F. Higgins of the Chemaintta 
mill was in the city yeseterday. He 
stated that the mill is running full ca­
pacity and that they would very shortly 
have to increase the number of men em­
ployed.

The board of trade are now considering 
the qnestioing of advertising the North­
ern gold fields jointly with the Vancou­
ver route and the building of a wagoss 
road .to the Omineca country.

G. H. Manchester, M.D., assistant 
superintendent of the insane asylum, has 
reported in the case of the patient Boss 
committed to the asylum recently ,by the 
erty. Many people believe that Ross was 
not insane or not sufficiently insane to 
be forcibly detained. The report was to 
the effect that Ross should be kept in 
the asylum, to prevent his doing injury 
to himself or causing public scandal. 
His kahicinationg are that he Is perse­
cuted by the police and that he is able to 
talk down any wise men pitted against 
him on public topics. Dr. Manchester 
says that the poor man’s opinion of him­
self is beyond the bounds of egotism and 
that his stories of persecutions are ex­
travagant and-unreal. The report is in 
answer to the demand of the Trades and 
Labor Council that Ross be re-examined 
owing to the statement that the police 
wanted him out of the way because he 
“knew too much.”

Mr. Jos. Martin has fixed on the 28th 
of December as the date of his address 
to the electors.

"*)

from purchasing sealskin garments 
abroad. It is also intended that the 
Americans already owners of sealskin 
garments who contemplate a visit to the 
exposition shall be glad to dispose of 
them if there is any question about their 
possibly being “ pelagic ” skins, and pur­
chase those which pass muster before 
the critical eyes of the United States in­
spectors. An American paper thus ex­
plains the new regulations:

“ Some three or four years ago, you 
remember, there was quite a hubbub 
about pelagic sealing. The government 
had leased the seal islands up towards 
Behring Straits to the North American 
Commercial Company, which agreed to 
pay Uncle Sam a certain 
sealskin taken.

-o-
Salmon Market.—“The demand for 

salmon has been slightly better, and 
prices are somewhat firmer. Half-pound 
tins have slightly advanced. We find 
that an error occurred in the report on 
the salmon market at Liverpool last 
week, * that the supply of half-pound 
Fraser River is ample for present re­
quirements, and prices are receding.’ 
The position is, and has been for some 
time past, that half-pound tins are ex­
ceedingly scarce and difficult to buy, both 
on the spot and for forward delivery, 
and consequently prices are gradually 
hardening.”—London Grocers’ Gazette.
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THE DANUBE IN.

With Good Freight and Passenger Lists 
From the North.

With eighteen passengers and a good 
freight list, the C.P.N. steamer Danube 
arrived from Skagway yesterday morn­
ing. The Victoria passengers were D.Mc­
Kinnon, D. E. McLeod, O. Johnson, R. 
Wollaston, C. Anderson ; for Vancouver, 
A. Branchett, H. L. Wheeler, J. S. 
Dougherty, C. Calkin and J. McLennan; 
for Seattle, E. W. Sanderson, A. Cald­
well, L. Lawson, B. H. Christie, J. Lar­
sen, C. Huff, J. Mosher; for Tacoma, 
Mrs. Smith. The Danube sails North 
again this evening.

o
To the Charitable—The Friendly Help 

again remind the generous public that 
there are many, who through no fault 
of their own, will be unable to participate 
in the good cheer of this Christmas time 
unless assistance be given them. This 
society has the best of opportunities of 
knowing where help is required, and the 
donors may rely upon its discretion in 
dispensing their charities. The abundant 
supply hitherto presented by the more 
fortunate children of the public schools, 
will this year be wanting unless these 
dear little one will, though forbidden to 
bring their gifts to the schools, kindly 
hand them in to the Friendly Help 
in the Public Market building, where a 
committee will be in attendance all day 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of 
this week to receive them.

sum for every 
But British poachers 

and other scoffers at the rights of the 
government broke into the business and 
caused so much disturbance that the seal­
skin product of the islands was consider­
ably decreased, and Uncle Sam’s revenue 
was thereby diminished. To get even 
with the pelagic sealers," congress passed 
a laiw two years ago providing that no 
sealskin nor any garment made from a 
sealskin which was the result of pelagic 
sealing should be admitted into the 

In other words, the 
government will admit only those skins 
which come from the seals slaughtered 
according to due process of law, and will 
recognize only those sealskin garments 
which can show a clear title to respect­
ability. To assist in the enforcement of 
the law, unusual precautions are taken 
for the identification of sealskin
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GUNS OF THE SIEGE TRAIN.

Capable of Terribly Effective Work 
Though Boers Have Even More 

Powerful in Position. ’

London, Dec. 11.—It is a question 
whether the siege train which embarked 
for South Africa Saturday is strong 
enough for the purpose of reducing Pre­
toria. The biggest guns taken are the 
-6.3-inch howitzers, very formidable wea­
pons, firing a huge 119-pound shell charg­
ed with lyddite—by far the most terrible 
projectile as yet employed by any siege 
artillery. The Boers ate believed to have 
some 8.3-m-ch guns mounted in their 
earthworks at Pretoria. These are prob­
ably of Canet make, and fire a 240-pound 
shell. Of course, we could not convey 
so heavy a gun to the front without 
treroe difficulty.

The siege train’s thirty guns consist 
of fourteen 6.3-inch howitzers, eight 5- 
jnch (50-pound shell), and eight 4-inch 
(20-pound shell). To these will be added 
eight of the invaluable 4.7-inch guns fir­
ing a 45-pound shell charged with lyd­
dite.
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United States. -o—
A OHRI STM ASTIDB WEDDING.

Mr. John Howell Coles and Miss
Schwengers United in Marriage at 

the Church of Our Lord.

At the Church of Our Lord, Victoria, 
at 5 o’clock yesterday afternoon, Mr. 
John Howell Ooles, second son of Mr. 
John Coles, of Kensington Park Gar­
dens, London, a director of the Hudson’s 
Bay Co., was united in marriage to Mies 
Katharine Bertha, eldest daughter of 
Mrs. Schwengers, of this city, Right Rev. 
Bishop Cridge performing the interesting 
ceremony, with the assistance of Rev. 
Dr. Wilson.

In preparation for the Chrietmastide 
wedding the pretty little church had, by 
the deft fingers of the girl friends of the 
bride, been charmingly and appropriately 
decorated, white chrysanthemums and 
the brilliant green of holly and of smilax 
combining to produce a most artistic and 
delightful setting for the wedding pic­
ture.

The entrance of the bride’s party was 
admirably timed, the bride, escorted by 
her elder brother, Mr. Conrad Schwen­
gers, joining her husband-to-be at the 
altar promptly at the announced hour. 
She looked truly regal in a cream 
Duchesse satin gown, trimmed with em­
broidered chiffon and the mystic orange 
blossom ; while her only ornament was 
an opal and diamond ring, and her 
bouquet a shower creation of white 
carnations—both the souvenir gifts of 
the groom.

A subdued murmur of admiration fol­
lowed the entrance of the bride, an in­
voluntary but well deserved tribute—for 
assuredly no more queenly bride ever re­
ceived the episcopal benediction in Vic­
toria.

In the whispered expressions of ad­
miration, the two bridesmaids, the Misses 
Maude and Ada Schwengers, were 
sharers, they looking exceedingly grace­
ful and well In costumes of cream silk, 
trimmed with chiffon. They also wore 
gold chains and carried handsome shower 
bouquets, presents from the groom.

Mr. Arthur Coles, a cousin, attended 
the groom-

The wedding service was full choral, 
the March of Athaly being played at the 
entrance of the bridal party; and the 
immortal Wedding March of Mendels­
sohn pealing forth upon the organ upon 
the blessing of the happy union.

A recherche wedding luncheon to the 
immediate friends of the family only, 
was served at 6 at the home of the 
bride’s mother, Niagara street. Beacon 
Hill park; and later m the evening Mr. 
and Mrs. Coles took their departure for 
the Mainland, in which a brief foretaste 
of the honeymhon will be enjoyed. The 
bride’s going-away costume was of 
mauve ladies’ cloth, with cerise hat—a 
strikingly becoming combination.
'The wedding gifts, it may be added, 

were in great variety, and evinced a care 
m selection that is highly complimentary 
to the good taste of the many friends of 
the happy young couple.

room
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Neatly Nipped.—One of the members 
of the Vancouver detective force arrived 
over last evening to escort back to the 
Mainland a light-fingered Chinaman 
known as Ah Quong, whom Detectives 
Perdue, Palmer and Walker had arrested 
Monday night for theft. Quong is a tall, 
distingue Chinaman affecting the Euro­
pean dress but never forgetting the bland 
wiliness of his race. He has been out 
of town for some little time past, and 
shortly before Detective Perdue noticed 
his familiar form on the street, Interpre­
ter McLean had been talking with him in 
regard to the clever robbery of a Van­
couver jewellery house by some unknown 
Chinaman, a gold watch being the booty. 
The thief in this case had inspected 
watches with a view to purchase, and by 
a simple twist of the wrist concealed the 
best one offered in his spacious sleeve, 
escaping before the theft was noted. This 
little story set the detective thinking, 
and happening to meet Ah Quong a short 
time after, he casually inquired the time. 
“No watch” said the Celestial with the 
smile that is childlike and bland. He 
was arrested on general principles, and 
a fine gold watch presented itself. Quong 
still smiled, as though he had made a 
pleasant discovery of possession. Then 
the wire was set in operation, and the 
watch found to answer the description 
even to the number of that stolen in 
Vancouver. It’s a clear case against the 
cute Chinee.

gar­
ments, the owners of which are about 
to go abroad and intend returning with 
them. Every one of these garments 
must be described in detail, and the 
owner must take an affidavit stating 
where he bought the garment and when, 
where he intends taking it, how long he 
will he away, and other things. Uncle 
Sam keeps as dose watch on the seal­
skin coats worn abroad by his fair 
daughters as does a careful housewife on 
her weekly wash. Upon presentation of 
the affidavit to the customs officer he 
issues a certificate which is a sort of 
passport for the sealskin coat, and with­
out which that coat, once out of the 
United States, can never return.”

With the branding operations proceed­
ing on Pribyloff Islands, and the labelling 
and ticketing process proceeding in the 
United States, the people of -the glorious 
land of freedom are not likely to forget 
that the United States government is in­
terested in the sealing industry. The 
absurd regulations have only been put 
into effect to boom the b usines» and in* 
crease the profits of the gigantic Ameri­
can sealskin combine.

CLOSING EXERCISES.

The School Board Arranges for the 
Christmas Holidays—A Reading 

Competition.

The public school board, which like the 
council was attended by all members, 
first gave consideration to a kindly pro­
posal from Mr. H. Dallas Heimcken, 
M. P. P., to present “The Illustrated 
History of Great Britain ” for competi­
tion in the city schools for reading. The 
conditions suggested were:

“ Competition to be open to all the first 
divisions of the city schools, and to be 
held next midsummer; each school com­
peting to send ten representatives, and 
the result to be judged on the best aver­
age, not on the best individual reading; 
the prize becoming the property of the 
school, and being retained as a work of 
reference.” *

This offer, with its conditions, was ac­
cepted with thanks, and the board pro­
ceeded to the completion of preparations 
for the closing exercises in the various 
schools next Friday forenoon, the usual 
opening and closing hours of the session 
being observed on this occasion—the 
schools opening at 9:30 and dismissing 
at 12—and special visiting trustees being 
selected as hereunder:

North Ward—Mr. McOandless.
Hillside School—Mrs. G. Grant. 
Victoria West—Dr. Hall.
High School—Mr. Bel yea.
Spring Ridge—Mr. Marchant.
Boys’ Central — City Superintendent 

Eaton.
Kingston Street and South Park—Mr. 

MoMieking.
Girls’ Central—Mrs. W. Grant.
The North Ward school announce that, 

although their term ends at noon Friday, 
they will have a programme of general 
character for the entertainment of their 
friends in the afternoon, commencing at 

v , T^he at 2 o’clock in the High 
school there will be a présentation of the 
iTOvmior-Oerieral’s medals by His Honor 
^ L,*2îfn"nt-Governor. 

fa, ïlPlsiey and Miss Anderson, pupil 
°f. th<1 Past term, were re­

appointed for the ensuing term at 
salaries of $10 per month ; and the 

a”d Plication of the annual 
report was placed in the bands of the 
school management committee.

Having requested the city superintend- 
ent to report upon the relative advan­
tages of the vertical system of 
•ship, the board adjourned 
passing sundry small accounts.
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:

The last big siege operations in which 
our army was engaged were round Se­
bastopol. There the army received very 
great aid from the fleet, a large number 
of guns and 1,400 seamen gmmers being 
landed. Here also it is probable that a 
good many guns will be landed from the 
ships, should the resources of the siege 
train prove inadequate. A large num­
ber of 4.7’s could be contributed. There 
is, however, plenty of time yet for the 
authorities to strengthen the siege train.

The big howitzers of the train, though 
heavy, cumbrous and very difficult to 
move along ‘bad roads, should prove most 
valuable in attacking the large guns 
which the Boers have placed in various 
positions—notably at Laing’s Nek. The 
lyddite shells will have a most demoral­
izing effect, for the Boer ammunition 
hitherto has proved to be poor, and has 
failed to inflict severe loss upon our 
men. The 5-inch howitzer, used at Om- 
durmon, is a comparatively handy gun, 
and will be in great request among our 
generals when the train arrives at the 
end of the present month.
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FORESTERS’ BALL.

A Very Successful Dance Held at A. O. 
U. W. Hall Last Evening.

-o
SIR CHARLES AT VANCOUVER.

Further Protection Against Chinese 
Labor Promised by the Con­

servative Leader.

.

HELPING THE FARMER. 200, m^mbkd^tX^O- tTwM

Valuable Work Being Done by the FnviSÆo'^tenY^ an^TdanS 

District Institute. under the auspices of the Companions of
—— the Forest and Court Northern Light,

To the Editor of the Colonist: No. 5,835, A. O. F. Everything eon-
Str: I am sure it Is not overestimating dneed to the pleasure of those fortunate 

It when I state that since being a member enough to he in attendance, the hall being 
of the farmers’. Institute, l have gained a elaborately decorated, the floor jn exeel- 
good $20 worth of agricultural Information, lent condition, and the supper well pre- 
not only be attending the meetings, but Pared and splendidly served. Dancing 
through printed matter which has been continued until an early hour this moro­
se kindly supplied to all members through ing, when the gathering dispersed, after 
the government, books containing most in- a vote of thanks to the following com- 
terestlng and valuable agricultural matters. . mlttee, responsible for the success of 

We have also had some most interesting ‘the evening: Messrs. Hancock, Henley, 
and profitable meetings, addresses by pro- and Henaky; and Mesdames Sel lick, 
fees louai men that we pay for, and have Hawke», Smith and Chislett. 
been paying for, for these past years. The music for the dance was supplied 
Where Is there another business man that by the Shelby-Davis orchestra, and was 
will pay for an article and not get Ms in every way excellent, 
money’s worth?

The farmers’ Institute Is a valuable 
source of agricultural education, and so 
cheaply obtained; bnt just at present the 
farmer is the one who Is "the most con­
spicuous by his absence ln the meetings of 
the institute, although he Is the very one 
who should be most Interested ln the suc­
cess of the Institution.

The heaviest drawback against which we 
have to contend Is not ln the nature of the 
country or climate br bad government, *bû*. 
ln the slowness of the farmers getting to-

RAILWAY SAFETY APPLIANCES. 8Sii I
From Our Own Correspondent.-o

Further Extension of Time Within 
Which Such Equipment Must Be 

Provided.

Washington, Dec. 19.—The interstate 
commerce commission has derided to 
grant the request of the railways for the 
extension of time in which to equip roU- 
mg stock with approved couplers and 
other safety equipments and it is un­
derstood the time limit will be extended 
six months from January 1, the date now 
set.

JITHE- QUEEN TO ROBERTS.

Her Majesty Sympathizes With His 
Private Grief and Commends 

Devotion to Duty.

London, Dec. 19.—The Queen has gent 
a letter to Gen. Lord Robert, the newly 
appointed commander-in-chief of the 
British forces in South Africa, warmly 
sympathizing with him on the death of 
his gallant son, and thanking him for the 
patriotism he displayed in putting aside 
his terrible private grief in order to de­
vote himself to the affairs of the nation.

Vancouver, Dec. 19.—In spite Of the 
extremely inclement weather a very 
large crowd attended at the city, haï, 
where there was an enthusiastic recep­
tion before the speaking, with patriotic 
music, all joining in the choruses. After 
the presentation of an address the entire 
audience sang “ He’s a Jolly Good Fel­
low.” The most striking pcant made Jby 
Sir Charles was that he stated definitely 
that the laborers of British Oolu 
would be protected against. Ch
labor if the Conservatives gqt _
power. He referred approvingly ‘ ' to 
dividing in provincial politics on Do­
minion party lines, giving strong reasons 
for his opinion.
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inA FIGHTING GOVERNOR.

He of Newfoundland Ready to Rejoin 
the Engineers at Call of Duty. IKRUGER AND CAPE REBELLION.

Boers in Colonies Called Upon to Join 
in Proclaiming Independence.

London, Dee. 19.—Statements are pub­
lished from Boer sources in Brussels and 
Berlin that President Kruger is willing 
to conclude peace on the basis of the 
status quo, but that otherwise he will

b
SEVEN BURNED TO DEATH.

New York. Dec. 19.—Seven lives were 
lost in two big tenement houses, which 
were destroyed by fire at 102nd street 
and Third avenue early to-day. The 
dead are: John Barrett; Mrs. Barrett; 
Julia Barrett, six years old: an un­
known woman, probably Miss Annie 
Farcy: Richard Nickerson, Cincinnati; 
Mrs. Martin Fdx and "her son ‘George, 
two and a half years old.

\uCOLOMBIAN DISORDERS.
Kingston, Jam., tiec. 19.—Late Ootom- 

bian advices just received say that while 
the revolution in. that republic is not ab­
solutely crushed, hostilities are practio- 
ally suspended. Thé United State# 
steamship Scorpion with the canhl sdrÿey 

.. ., party on .beard is reported to be ' meet*

S rÆi sasss s
the Gape territories of Great Britain. | era with the expedition to «rife?

St. John’s, Nfld.. Dec. 19.—Governor 
McCalhtm of Newfoundland, who » a 
colonel in the Roval Engineer corps, has 
telegraphed the British war office, offer­
ing to resign his position and undertake 
anv duty assigned him in South Africa.

Capt. Thnmis, of the Liverpool Regi­
ment, Governor McOallum’s private sec­
retary, baa been called to England to 
join* hia regiment, and will lent? Vy the 
first steamer.
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