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experiencing a timid

ity on tho. part of the public to pur-
cifasc. This is attributed to a general
impression that the prices will ultim-
ately fall to pre-war level. I am as-
sured, howevyer, that this is a fallacy;
and that to-day the prices aye sub-
normal. The huge stocks on the hands
of the distributors and the fall in for-
eign exchanges have combined to
bring about an artificial slump. When,
however, the present stocks have been
disposed of, and trade has flowed
back into*normal channels, the tend-
e\ncy will be towards a hardening of
prices, although the peak of 1919-1920
will never be reached..According to a
nice calculation, the average tailor
will be selling at the bottom of the
market in early spring, so that the
man of proud imdependence and “bag-
gy breeks” would be well advised to
replenish his wardrobe between now
and then. "

NEW FIDDLES FOR OLD.
The Berlin report that any third
rate modern fiddle can be made to
equal the best Stradivarius appears-a
little startling to the uninitiated. As

tionery
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AM. (60 SAP, WHAT
DYE MEAN BY
STEPPING ON MY
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Lookk WHERE
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‘matter of fact, the claim has been|
) many. and many times before.| |

»_test the ‘inventor proposes is
‘the same—the, skilled playér, the

e ‘screen, the distinguished audience and |
- | Jury on'the other side. The new fac-

tor is, provided by the supernatural
eans -employed toward the trick. It

~|'is said that the: discovery was con-

!oqn'qit upon a consultation with the
ghost of Stradivari, and .of course
there is no saying what the great fid-
dle marker may have revealed. So far;
however, all experiments have failed
because the quality of a' violin cannot
| be tested in an hour or a day..An un-
yvarnished fiddle is always more bril-
liant in tone than the finished article,
but a couple of months are sufficient
to rob it of its virtue. The claim of
the Berlin spiritualist goes, however,
much ‘farther, for he propeses {89
match not a good modern fiddle but
any modern fiddle against the old, and
a3 most second-rate fiddles have con-
genital faults of structure one can on-
Iy conclude that the claim is based.
on faith, which, if " it can remove
mountains, can obviously add to the
age' of the instrument and remove
faults .of construction.

RE-MARRIAGE OF PENSION WID-
OWS.

The number of widows of sailors,
soldiers, and airmen who re-marry is
surprisingly large. Altogether about
225,000 widows of non-commissioned
officers and men have been awarded
pensions since the beginning of the
war and approximately 50,000 have
re-married. Then pension ceases on
re-marriage, but a gratuity equal to
a 'year’s pension at the 1918 rate is
paid. The average number of re-mar-
riagés per month is at present some-
what between 1,000 and 1,200, but dur-
ing last summer the average was 2,-
000 a month. It is a curious fact that
of those who have again re-married
the number of widows with one child
is in excess of the numbér without
children, and those with two children
are almost as numerous as those with-
out children. Ordinarily, of course,
children’s allowances are continued,
although the widow’s pension ceases.s
A considerable number of widows
with three, four, and even more child-
ren have reentered the marriage state
and relinquished their pensions.

UNCONQUERABLE SLEEPINESS.

Heston-Hounslow, in the extreme
west of London, the starting point of
the new outbreak of wunconquerable
sleepiness which is disturbing the
minds of Londoners, is a large semi-
rural area lying. between the Bath
and the Uxbridge main roads, and is
normally one of the healthiest sec-
tions of the outeri belf. The malady is
covering, in fact, a large region of
western Middlesex than the district
named. It is supposed to have originat-
ed in Hounslow town, from which
scores of thousands of soldiers from
all the theatres of war have come and
gone for six years past. A medical
! man practising in the locality says
| that tHere is nothing to be alarmed

: about. It is not sleeping sickness such
. a8 is known in the African Equatorjal,
| nor will he describe it as encephaliis
lethargica. He likens it to a form- of
{ influenza of which he had a full ex-
! perience while serving with the Sal-
:onika Expedition. It is a variety of
i influenza accompanied by drowsiness,
and thereafter an imperative obliga-
 tion to sleep. If the patient will yield
;to this and go to bed, he will probab-
ly sleep for the greater part of a
couplé of days and nights, and find
himself quite well again. There is no-
thing dangerous "about the affection.
What is peculiar about it is its spread
among a° population which, outside
Hounslo.w town itself, lives in most
favorable health conditions. The high-
, er medical authorities of the Ministry
of Health are studying the outbreak
locally.

i

WHOLESALE DRAPERS’ LOSSES.

During the past few months the
wholesale drapery trade, and particu-
larly the martle branch, has suffered
| to an exceptional extent from the
practice among retailers of throwing
back on the merchants goods which
had been ordered, but for which, when
delivered, there was found to be very
lliule or no demand. One. London

el

Tasteless Preparation of an Extrast
@ 07 Cod Liver Ol

Especially Recommanded for
Persistent Coughs,
Bronchitis,
Anemia
A Spiendid Tenje for Delleate
Women and Children

Prepared by ‘

DAVIS & LAWRENCEK CO.,
Manufacturing Ch.-bu. Montresal

wholesale firm has had stock to the
value of over £8,000 ($32,000) return-
ed in this way in a single department
during the past threé months. In this
praétice, which is known to the trade
as “cold- pigging,” there is nqthing
new, as it always has been a griev-
ance with the whofeaalerﬂut it has9
especially bad effectc at the present
juncture. Formerly much of the re-
turned goods covld at once be ship-
ped abroad, but this outlet for unwant-
ed stock is for the time closed, as for-
eign countries are not buying, ever
at knock-down prices,- Accordingly the
wholesaler has to bear nearly all -the
loss, and it is no wonder, therefore,
that one trade association after an-
other is making a determined stand
against the delectable dish known as
“Cold pig.”

PILFERING A MILLION A YEAR.

Pilfering on British railways has
become a gigantic evil and is the more
inexplicable inasmuch as the railway-
meén enjoy high wages and good con-
ditions of work. I have been author-
itatively informed that the rail\'vvay
companies are® paying over a million
pounds a year in compensation for
pilferage. Traders themselves are of-
ten to blame, because of faulty pack-
ing, which puts temptation in the way
of the railwaymen. The broken pack-
age gives the pilferer an opportunity
he is not slow to grasp. The system
of “Nominated loading,” the object of
which is to concentrate small consign-
ments of traffic and obtain a sufficient

quantity to load direct to destination, ;

is steadily becoming more general;
and as the scheme expands it should
go far to restore the prestige of the
railways by eliminating opportunitics
for the sneak thief. Every through
load obtained minimises the rjsk of
damage and loss, and reduces . the
number of claims against the railway
companies. ‘“Nominated Joading” has
evidently come .to stay. It is being us-
cd extensively.on the principal rail-
ways. But the private trader does not
always recognise the system. Making,
as it does, for improved. transport is
for his benefit. He is 100 apt to sus-
pect any suggestion of change com-
ing from the companies as a bureau-
cratic scheme to upset his iime-worn
hahits.

CLIPPING THE T'ROFITS.

Haird-dressers are up in arms at
the invasion of their professional
work by amateurs, armed with me-
chanical clippers, who cut hair for
what, in the opinion of the fraternity,
i# an inadequate fe2, and thus keep
prospective customers . out of the
saloons. It is apparcntly in the North
that this dire evil is at its worst, and

Ea. 1879
A Vapor Treatment for Coughs and Colds
The time for Vapo-Cresolene is at the first)
e S e e Rl e
se, you
iz thc',uCruli'hu ¥ p‘lu:l!u,-rthé

‘| [crattsmen has reached an ‘acu
‘| |etage.” In factories and workshops,
. | amatdurs, unskilled in the traditional ||
methods by which large sums are ex- ||
. | tracted for shampoos, singes, and bot-
| tles of hair wash from people who
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In the words

| of a Sheffield socisty of hair-dressers,

an“acute

ask for hair cut, are wielding clip-
pers for very smail charges. Anyway,
the outraged hair-dressers are de-

ther with scissors or clippers, should |
forthwith be licensed, and that only
the holder of a license should be at
liberty to remove hair.

Saved by Sister Ship.

R S

“the grievance of our worthy fellow- | 3

manding that aif cutters of hair, whe-|'

Disabled Liner Towed Through Fierce
. Gale. ;

“How a sister ship went to the rescue
of a disabled liner is the subject of
an exciting story. The Furness Withy

tic with the loss of all blades of her
propeller, An 8. O. S. sent out by her
when off Rockall islet, west of the
Hebrides, was picked up by the same
‘company’s steamer Digby, then 500
miles distant. The Digby steamed to
the distressed ship’ and took her in
tow, but owing to high seas and a
violent gale the wire hawser parted,
dnd it was impossible to make fresh
conneetion for 12 hours. A second
and third time the towing c¢ablés
snapped, but Captain Chambers of the

and utimately for the fourth time a
towing cable was passed to the Sid-
law Range, and a course shaped for
the North Channel, $

liner Sidlaw Range, reported on Jan. R
31 that she was disabled in the Atlan-

Digby stood by tHe disabled vesseld"

1T WAS A COUGH THAT CARRIED HIR OFF)\, @
9 Iy wAS A COFFIN THEY CARRIED MY OFF B~

DON'TDIE!

Tt is unnecessary. We have saved
the lives of hundreds of our fellow-
i townsmen and will save your’s if you
come to us in time. Our “Phoratone
and “Creosote” Cqugh Mixtures sel-
dom fail to give immediate and per-
manent relief. Use one bottle and
‘you will give up the hack Dbusiness.
A cough if not stepped. in its first
stage often leads to consumption. We
have two kinds of Cough Mixtures:

PHORATONE which  is specially
recommended for children and aged
persons. Price 35e.; Postage 10¢.

“CREOSOTE COUGH CURE” high-
ly recommended for Lung Troubles
and deep-seated coughs. Price 70c.;
Postage 10c. extra. :

DR. F. STAFFORD & SON,
Wholesale & Retail
CHEMISTS and DRUGGISTS,
St. John’s, Newfoundland.

Humiliating Fate.

EX-GERMAN DREADNOUGHT USED
AS EXPERIMENTAL TARGET. -

As the result of experiments car-
ried out by the naval autherities at
Spithead, the ex-German super-
Dreadnought, Baden, has been gent to
the bottom. One of the most modern
warships surrendered after the armis-
tice, the Baden was towed out of har-
bor to a ledge between the Isle of
Wight and the mainland, where tests

pedo experts. The vessel was also
used as a target for bombing aircraft.
The Baden, a_vessel of 28,000 tons,
was In the scuttling of the surrender-

fed German fleet at Scapa Flow in

1919. It was one of the few vessels
which did not sink, being towed into
shallow water. It is understood that
the Admiralty will salve the ship in
preparation for a further series of ex-
periments.
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MR. HARRIS GOLDSTONE is very pleased to let all his
friends—THE PUBLIC OF FHIS CITY—know that on the last
boat he has delivered at St. John's from New York and now

 showing s ke
‘Two Thousand High
Grade Ladies’ Hats
/The Pick of New York’s Leading Styles.
- 500 Georgette and Crepe
de Chene Waists.
HARRIS wishes to tellall his friends that merchandize has

dropped considerably and that he intends staying in the market
in order to secure St. John's participation in results.

] London, New York & Paris Asso. of Fashian,

~ Grace Building, St. John's.

were carried out by gunnery and tor-, |
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All Lines of FURNITURE and
| MATTRESSES

Cut 20 to S50 p.c.

Buy Home Madé Goods and Keep
Our Men Employed.

See Our Bed Springs and Mattresses
3ft.x6 for $14 95

We Cut the Timber. We Finish the Goods.

L 4

TheC. L.MarchCo.,Lt

Corner Water and Springdale Streets, St. John’s.
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——By Bud Fisher.' ;
g i Zane Grey’s

Great New
Novel’
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Myslerious
Rider,”
Only $1.50 at
-Byrne’s Bookstore.

GARRETT BYRNE.

i v

< Bookseller & Stationer,
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