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THE COLONIAL

PRESS CONFERENCE

Speeches Delivered at Banquet o
Welcome by

Burnham Presiding.

(Official Report.)

The chairman, in proposing “The

King,”

1gues,

said: My friends and ol

nk with all fthe

= for some years been

-peaking Taces dn #times
ouble and prosperity.

has ever seen.

I You know
ardently he

how

jeets.

the words of our

. He is just and fears not, and
ends he a2ims at are his

. My toast, gentlemen, is “The
»s

King.

Colonial Press Conference.

Mr. Harry Brittain said: I have to|the

read the
King:

Imperial conference desired to express

following telegram to the

eir fervent loyalty to Your Majesty

ind trust that you may long be spared
to the people and the Empire.” His
Majesty’s reply, whieh has just been
received, says: ‘““The King thanks most

mly the Overseas delegates to the

nperial . conference for their kind
elegram, and hopes that they will
enjoy their stay in JEngland, (Loud
cheers,)
The .. Chairman—Without further
preia
and happiness to our sweet, good
nd gentle Queen—{(cheers)—to whom

lové and loyalty go forth unbid-

and mext to the health of the
Prince and Princess of Wales and tho

st of the royal family. (Cheers.) I

>d not tell you that the Prince and
Princess of Wales,
oi kindness, generosity, and perfect
sympathy with all who are poor’ and
sufiering, have endeared themselves
to every class-of the King’s subjecis
(Cheers.)
been an heir to the throné who has
seen so much of the empire as our
sailor prinece. {Cheers.) Thirty years
ago, during ‘the three years’ voyage
of the Baechante, he became ac-
quainted with the Indies, South A
erica, ‘with the Cape, with Austral-
1sia, with Singapore, with China,
Egyptrand many 6ther most interest-
ng regions. Then twenty years later,

ff-apparenf, acdomtpanied by the
cess of Wales, he visited Australia
nd opened in regal state the first
rliament of the great Common-
This was, indeed, a:vast his-
coionial tour, for it.ecomprised
the Australian continent,
Mauritius, WNatal, the C

Canada, and Newfoundland—
in all a voyage of 50,000 miles; twice,
or more than twice the ecirenmference
of the globe. Again, four years ago,
he visited India and® -Burma, - and
rcely a year since he visited Can-
ada to celebrate the "tercentenary of
Quecbee. (heers.) His Royal High-
ness, as you all know, -has a remark-
able faculty oif crystallising his ob-
servations, or his conclusions into a
few sentences which live in the hearts
and minds of the people. (Cheers.)
Aftér one of these memorable voyages
he compressed his conclusions into
three oft-quoted, simple words, “Wake
up, England!™” If His Royal® High-
ness were here tonight I veritably be-
lieve he would feel eonvinced that
we are awake, and would be justified
in the beliei thdt ‘we do mot mean to
rest until {here i within our reach
the ‘satisfuetion-of a repose that shali
have Leen+weH deserved and fairly
wod. (Cheersi§y The toast is “The
Health of - Her>Majestg the Queen,
the Prince and” Princess of Wales,

and the rest of the Royal Family.”

The toast was enthusiastically
pledged.

The chaifman, rising again, then
said: My duty now is very simple.
Before I discharge it, let me say that,
proud as I am and have.always been
of the profession to which I have
the honor to belong, T have never been
so proud of it as at this moment, when
I stand face to face with an assembly

such as has never before been gath-
Never in
the past has any man stood before a
compact hody of all the most distin-
guished journalists of the entire Brit-|being a Derby winner h,e wi]l agrce
Let me, then,
say to those who are here tonight, not
only on my own part as president,
but on the part’of the noble treasurer,
Lord Northeliffe, on the part oi the|being a humble and unworthy guest
chairman of the committee, Mr. Ar-
thur Pearson—who is, I deeply, regret
to say, through illness, unable to be|these powers.are exerted for the em-
with ms tonight, and who asks me to|pire on your return from this island,
cXDrésE ™y ot his regret—we mueh A
deplore his ‘absence, and hope that lie{of the empire.
will have a speedy recovery—on the
part also of the commitiee, which™in-
cludes the mdst distirfgtished journ-|to sit down, but if I carried out my
alists 0B Gredt. Britain, 'and on theifown sénse ‘of theidceasion, if I car-
part, last, but very far from least, of
our indefatigdble-seeretary; Mr. Harzy

ered together. (Cheers.)

ish empire. (Cheers.)

Brittain—(cheers)—to whom, in jus

tice’ be it said, the origin~and in a’sit : down.
creat measure the development of this | éssential words.
and important undertaking are
iue, and who has worked night and
day so that a fortunate result may
nsue—for all these let me express| I would sum up what I have to say
the intense satisfaction which they "to our guests from beyond the seas to-

great

1 at the assured suceess of their in
tation and our invitation

of the Dominions of the Indian em
pire and the colonies.

been that nothing but good cvuld ac

A e British Press at
White City, on June 5, 1909—Lord

and ‘you who honor us by | ties
ng our guests and visitors on this
morable occasion, I beg of you to
: enthusidgsm of{ in
1r hearts to the health of one who,
el’ sure, would be with us body
id soul in our desire to make a re-
of that which to many of us
but an in-
ration and an ideal—the coming
ilder to shoulder of the English-
alike of
_ (Cheers.) In
1is empire oi ours, Where self-govern-
nt is ordered liberty, King Edward

is the dignified and illustrious head
i the greatest sovereignty the world
full well
works for the ad-
vancement of the highest interests cf
the realm and for the promotion of
the welfare and happiness of his sub-
Of him it may be truly said,
greatest poet:
his right hand he carries gentle

coun-

“The Qwerseas Delegates to the

e, let me ask you to drink long

by constant acts|a

Neyer in “history has there

to the cheers.) : :
.presentative journalists of the press motto of this occasion—“Welcome to

(Cheers.) Ourlof you, many of you, have never seen
rvent hope and belief have wlways your home,and you will see something

public opinign with those ‘'whe have
undertaken a similar responsibility
among distant” regions allied to the
Mother Country. The résponse to our
invitation has exceeded the most san-
f|guine expectations. (Cheers.) We
have framed a program of entertain-
ments, not solely for the purpose . of
amusement, but with a desire that
ut of the discussions which must
arise there mdy ultimately be arrived
it understandings that before the hour
s come to say good-bye may en-
able us all to comprehend what are
the prospects and what the opportuni-
of closér union and inereased
sympathy. {Cheers.)
thing that it would be well for us ail
this country ever to remember,
and. tnat is that in speaking to you
we do not speak to you alone: we
speak through you'to countless thous-
ands of our kinsmeni<to men of our
own flesh and blood, who miy never

and eager to prove ,as they have often
proved. in the past, but never

offers, that they are animated by a
spirit of splendid patrictism, and are
absolutely convinced that in closer
union lies the secret of
power. (Loud cheers.) These, as it
s2¢ms to me, are men who, from the
Greater Britain beyond the .seas,
stretch forth their hands to us in
the fervent expectation—which,I hope
to God, may never bé disappointed—
that we shall ask them with all the|
strength and grip of a loyal and last-
ing iriendship. {Loud cheers.) Now,i
one thing I am singularly fortunate
M. 'T am enabled fo call now on onej
who has made the closer union. of all
distant parts of the empire, I
think I may say, one of the leading|
ideals of his life. Might I, do you
think, venture to congratulate him on
the realization, in some slight mens-
are, it may be, upon this as a satis-
faction to his patriotic ambition. I
venture: now to call upon my noble
friend, the Earl of Rosebery . (Loud
cheers.)

Colonial "Press.

The Earl of /Rosebery, who was re-
ceived with loud and-prolonged cheers,
said: My Lord Burnham, my Lords
and Gentlemen,—I have had the great]|
nonor entrusted to me of proposing
the health of “Our Guests,” coupled
with the name oi Sir Hugh Grah®m,
of Montreal. (Cheers.) I confess that
[ feel overwhelmed by the importance
of this occasion. It is not only that
in this vast hall ,speaking to so many
remote tables I feel something like
prophet in the desert—a minor
prophet—(laughter)—speaking to a
number of believers in scattered oases.
(Laughter.) I daresay that I ehall
not be able o make myself heard; I
confidently. éxpect' that I shall not.
But,” af. any rate, gentlemen; coming
from so far, I am sure you will be
merciful to one who has to address
you under such trying ecircumstances.
There is another reasom which fills
me with a sense of awe. It is the
enormous importance of the gathering
I am speaking to. We have had con-
ferences beiore—many of them:; con-
ferences of great importance ,at which |
ithe pritve mimisters antd ministers 6% |
the empire have met together to con-
sult on the great matters of policy |
which concern the empire . It is no!
disparagement to those gatherings to
say that I hold that this is more im-
portant still. (Hear, hear.) 1 have
the greatest respect for prime min-
isters and ministers; but, whatever
their splendour may be when they are
in the ascendant, they are essentially
transient bodies—(laughter)—except, I
believe,. in - Canada—(laughter)—while
good newspapers are or should be
eternal; and the power of a great
newspaper; with the double function
of guiding and embodying the public
opinion oi the province over which it
exerts an influence, is immeasurably
greater than that of any stgtesman
2oudd .be. I say, then, that this is
a meeting of vast importance. It re-
minds me, indeed, of one of the few
recoliections I have af my
eduneation at Eton. Those who, like
me; have  pursued the same ardous
course may remember the descriptions
of the cave of King Aéclus—the cave
in. which all the winds of heaven|
were ‘émbraced, and over which” King
Aeolus held sway. At ‘at touch cr!
sign from him these gales swept out !
of the cavern, either as hurricanes to
spread wreck and:devastation all over
the world, or in the form' of balmy;
breezes to bring blessing and health
wherever ‘théy might attain. Well, 1
tonight am in the eavern oi the winds
of ‘the empire. I do not pretend—Godi |
forbid that
the King Aeolus who controls these'
powers. That would rather belong
to my noble friend on my right in the
chair. (Laughter.) But I may, at
any rate, claim to feel as a humble,!
a timid, and a perhaps—(A voice: ‘A
Derby winner.””) One hardly feels
like a Derby winner on this occasion. |
1f the gentleman who has interuptedi
me has ever been in the position of

classical

that you can hardly conceive any-
thing so remote from that as addres-
sing a meeting in this large hall. I
would rather claim the privilege ol

of King Aeolus. - Well, T ‘am quite
sure when these winds go forth, when

they ~will ‘be exerted 4orthe. -benefif:
{Cheers.)- Now, Lord
Burnham, it is my duty, I suppose, to
make a speech, and not ir=mediately

ried out what I believe to be what
is :required op this eccasion, I should
- | confine myself to two words and then
They are «the only two
They are the simp-
lést and, perhaps, the sweetest that
can be heard by mortal ear, and yet,
they are the only two words in which"

-,‘night—“Welcome' home.” (Loud

Yes, gentlemen, that is the

-| your home.”” (Renewed cheers.) Some

But there isone|

’Emve seen the land in which their fore-|
fathers were born, but who are keen |

| some even
{ America—a ecivilization, a

irresistible |

| tory, and

jcial _ife of Great

i that, if I

I should pretent—to be: "

| miants.
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a stately eivilization.

and surviving to testify that
faith is not dead in Britain. (R

ed cheers.) You will see it in the

deen—shrines of learning which are
venerable not only from their an-
tiquity. You will ses gg you pass
abous the country—y.u will see the
little villages clustc:vd about  the
heaven-directed spires, as they have
clustered for centuries, and _vbu wihi
See the ancient mother of all parlia-
ments, the most venerable progenitor
(:f frée institutions—the Hotse' of
(fnlmons. (Cheer- I cannot pro-
mjse you an’ even rrveater pleasure in
seeing the Hous. - of Lords, because
| that! will not be sitting during the
| period of your vis (““Oh, oh,” and
laughter.)) And throughout the coun-
try you will see those old manor
hogses where the squirearchy of Great
Brijtain have lived for centuries, al-

vee I more | 4 g Vradh
woreibly by their recent actions and ! St all of them inhabited long be-

{fore the discovery of Australia, and
before the discovery of
country
life, which 1 advise you to. see on
your present visit, because when you

i next come it may not be here for you
ito see it.

(Laughter.) Speeding on-
wards irom these more rural scenes,
irom all this which is embodied his-
which represents .the an-
tiquity and tradition of a thousand
years, go on to the teeming communi-
ties which represent the manufactures,
the energy, the alertness of commer-
Britain. And, last
of all, sérrounding all,
it, you will see a prodigious armada
and a prodigious but always inade-
quate army. All of these, gentlemen,
are  yours as much as ours.
Your possessions, your - pride,
your home. What do you bring to
us? .-‘That is quite ad-important; it
is, indeed, more important to us than
what you can take {from wus. You
bring, [ trust, the youth of your vigor-
ous communities; you bring the ean-
dour of acute criticism, the frankness

of speech which belongs to your young| the blood gallantly shed on

dominions across the seas; you bring
to us, [ hope, the ireshest news
most recent information as to all the
aspirations and policies of the com-]
munities amongst which you
you bhring, I suspect, the same
sage which you quoted just
and’ which the Prince of
brought back and condensed in thosc |
admirable words after a tour round'
the Empire: “Wake up, old
try!” I hope you may come to tell
us. all' the most recent news about!
the iominions

I am aware that there is ample -e-' proceeding northward,

presentation here
ada, Australia, the Cape, and India.
I am quite aware that' there is au
ample ‘representation from the press
of India on fhis oecasion, but they
will forgive me if -I' do ‘not -address
myself to them, bécause what T have
to day to thdt eastern ecouantry, that
ancient civilization, will be of'a dif-
ferent scope irom that which I ad-
dregs-.to:.the: representatives «of the
newer parts of. the empire. But I
will say this word to: the Indian
delegates—I do hope they will not 2o
away without having given some gui-
dance to our democracy as to the
right method of governing and guid-
ing, that ancient civilization of India,
comprising numberless religions, and,
an inscrutable whole of native pop-
ulafions which seem to understand
us so muech better than we cdn’ be
said to know about them. Well, gén-
tlemen, after all, the best you can
bring us is the knowledge of your-
selves and your -communities, be-
cause we never, can know enougn
about them. Hear, hear.) The dthe.
night I véntured to dream a dream- -
which is a very favorite practice . f
retired politicians. (Laughter.) And
thinking' of that vast armada, the
surptus of which, is so constantly
scrapped at what may -seem wholly
inadequate prices to the tax-payer—
(laughter)—I could not help imag-
ining how admirably some of those
large ships might be used, not for the

(Cheers.) You will see an ancient and feeh’hg that the holiday should be a
You will see| leisurely  one,

that- embodied in our old abbeys and
cathedrals, built in the age of faith

that
(Renew-|

an_cipm colleges of Oxford and Cam- hi o abainist ive b k
ridge, and St. Andrews and Aber-} D e amuss e SRCCosa TEILUTeLY

and gu:n'(imgl

and!

I would give them a
long time in Canada. They, have an
immense dominion to rove over there.

1 They might see many things whicn

were new to- them. They :would see

that even .under the most advanced
democracy a prime minister may hold
of innumerable general ' elections.

(Langhter.) They may see that in
Canada wealth .is not a crime—
(laughter)—because some of the most
glowing specimens of the obnoxious
creature, the multi-millionaire have
been produced on -that goil- of lib-
erty. But I will pause to point out
the ‘varieties both of political and
physical sport in which our legisla
tors might indulge in -Canada.

I would take them to New Zea-
land, and there in New Zealand they
would see most of the policies @t
which they aim, and which they are
endeavoring to construct for this
country, being carried out under the
advantages of a virgin soil and the
absence—the total absence of tradi-
tion and complexity.

I must take them on to Australia—
that most marvellous of continents,
where everything is abnormal—the
marsupials, the duck-billed platypus,
and 'point to the fact that a popu-
lation of about two-thirds of the pop-
ulation of the capital of this country
is able to maintain seven Legisla-
tures, seven capitals, and seven Min-
istries without any serious inconveni-
ence. (Laughter and cheers.) In
our country we ~have always found
one of each to be sufficient, and .t
shows the vigor of the young can
tinent that it could supply such a
multiplicity of these onerous bless-
ings;, and if my expedition was dis-
posed to take its leisure, it might ‘n-
dulge in the permanent sport of Aus-
tralia, the hunting for the Federal
capital. Then they should return
through South Africa, where they
they would see the greatest success
of the Imperial Government of Great
3ritain. (Hear, hear.) The greatest
and the most recent success—where
a bold and magnanimous policy has

, the! well have been a stream of unending

h"“?, which has united ‘a new empire. And
mes- | if my exearsionists were not tired out
I‘”m", and if theywere'net too ardently sum-
Wales | mgned

couna- |

beyvond the seas. i

of the differént! take their way home Yy Egypt, where
parts of the empire, including Can-, they would see whata Btitish govern-

purposes of war, but for the pur-
poses of peace, I thought to
were
events in this
Parliament to vote supplies for two,
yéars, and then pack itseli up 'n
three or four ‘of these obsolete war-
ships and go for a trip in order 1»
find out something about the empire,
(Prolonged applause.) " You may ob-
ject at once to my schemeé and say:
‘But how will the country be
erned while the ministers were a'l
absent?”” (Laughter.) I-reply  with
confidence that the people would b
governad much as they arc now, by
the “ieads of the permanent depart-
(Laughter.)
sure that some of us would not feel
an - even greater confidence in the
welfare of the country if it were un-
der that permanent and well-ordered
control. (Laughter and cheers.)
Well, but I should incluade the House
of Lords in this exzedition? (Laugh-
ter.) [ thing the House of Lords
might accompany them on cond tion
of paying ‘ their own expenses.
(Laughter,) * For that, I might ex-
plain to the Colonial visitors is the
great Jdistinction between the House
of Lords and the House of Commons—
the House of Commons votes the
taxes and the House of Lords mays
them. (Loud laughter and cheers)
Therefore, I think my proposal would
place them on an equitable basis.
(Reng¢wed laughter.) Whatever ‘their
present relations might be, 'I should
not be afraid of putting them in the
same vessels, because I am confident
that the wholesome discipline of the
ocean would soon shake them down
to a condition of parity, if not of
amity. (Laughter.) Now, let us
imagine how our scheme would
shape up. I would first take them t>
Newfoundland on a visit of homaze
to our most ancient and historic col-
ony, where even our legislators would
be aoble to find some constitutional
problems which have beén solved
nowhere else. (Cheers.)

I would take them to Canada, and

gO V-

< in the cours= of the Thext ifortnight

crue from a meeting of those who in which I will not boast of, but which
Grcat Britain seek to form ind guide in its way is unmatched in the world. suke of Canada, and partly for the

I would give them mamy months n
Canada—(hear, hear)—partly for the

And T am ..ot}

my-| ter.) ]
the lay-disposer ot' gf the closer communication between |
country, I should like, the Empire.

L.

healed the seams of war, and from
both
sides in the rtecent war which might

division between two contending pop-
ulations, ‘has extracted the cement

home~—whicen. I don’t think
would be the case—if our excursion-
ists were not tired out, they mignt
proceed northward: ‘through Afriea,
avoiding*Uganda, su as not to disturb
the privacy of the late president of
the United. States—(laughter)— and
they mighs

ment; wisely direeted, can do to res-
cue ‘order dfrom ~ chjos. (Cheers.)
The dream I recently dreamed is, I
know, impracticable. T know thqf
the fact that the' parliamént is -sits
ting, and constantly gitting, is:.one of
immeasurably consolation to -every
Hritish taxpayer—(laughter)—and I
am quite certain Tobody could - be
found in Efhgland willing to'lose the
advantages ofi the sodiety of our Par-
liament and of our legislators for a
single .month, much lpss the, eightden
months which 1 contemplated in my
ttip; But there would be <ounter-
balancing advantages’ with regard ‘o
the acquaintance they. would make
with the .empire with which..they
have to deal. To pass from that, [
notice that you havé' —of eourse, I
know that you have<solid and prac-
tical topics to' deal ‘with -ofr-,this’ oc-
casion. You don’t come here on. 2
coffee-house tour.. You have come 9
gee the old home and to do much
practical work. I have looked at the
list of your topics, and I must say
it was with a feeling of sensible re-
lief that I saw that Tariff Reform
was not_among them. (Laughter and
cheers.) It is nof, of course, that I
doubt that that interesting topic
would have been exhaustively deal't
with. but. I understand that it is de-
sired that this should be a peaceful
conference, and perhaps it is as well
with that object that that particular
topic should be eliminated. (Lauga-
Then we come to the question

That, sir, is one of the
most vital of all, (Hear, hear.) It
is perfectly cerfain that if you are
to build up the Empire—or a t.reblu
Empire bound up as one, I Ihmk‘ 1t
is, —if yon -are to build up the Em-
pire you can only do. it by the freest
knowledge ‘of its wants and ideas—

| Yes,

| is put

whose name you had never. heard,
in _some place with which you were
imperfectly acquainted - ,had recently
resigned office, and had been suc-
ceeded by somebody else; but I think
you may give itshsucrme- ’ow
you may give us this credit, ag ra-
gards our English and Scottish press,
that you will fina ample well-inform-
ed articles on all subjécts relating
to colonial affairs, which show both
an interest and enthusiasm which s
extremely gratifying to the Imper-
ialist. (Cheers.) Now, gentlemen.)
yvou will forgive me if I come next
and at once to what is by far the
most vital topic. that you will have
to discuss at this «conferénce, or
which concerns Europe as_a whole—I
mean that of - Imperial defence.
I do not know that in some ways 1
have ever seen’a condition of things
in Europe so remarkable, so peace-
ful, and in some respects so menac-
ing as the ‘¢condition which ex’sts at
this moment. There iz a hush in Eu-
rope, a hush in which one might al-
most hear a leaf fall to the ground.
There is an absolute absence of any
questions “which - ordinarily. lead to
war. One of the greatest empires
which- is sometimes supposed to men-
ace peace is entirely engrossed with
its romestic ‘affairs. Another great
Eastern Empire which. has furnish-
ed a perpetual problem for European
statesmen, has taken on a new lease
of :life and youth in searching for
liberty and constitutional reform.
All,, then, forbodes peace, and yet,
at the same time, combined with this
total absence of all question of fris-
tion, there never was, in the history
of the world, so threatening and ov-
erpowering a ‘preparation for war.
This is the sign which I regard us
most ominous. For forty years it has
beenr a platitude to say that Europe
is an armed camp, and  for forty
years it has been true that mations
have been facing each other armed
fo the teeth, and that has been, 'n
some -respects, a guarantee of peace.
And'now, what do we see? And now,
without any tangible reason, we see
the nations preparing new arma-
ments. They cannot, indeed, arm
any-more men on land, so they have
to seek new armaments upon the sea.
piling up this enormous preparation
as if for some approaching Armaged-
don. And yet this is a time of the
profoundest peace. We live in the
midst of what I think was called hy
Petrarch a ‘“silens bellum”—a silent
warfare, in which not a drop of blood
is shed in anger, but in which the
last drgp is extracted from the body
by the lancets of the European states-
men:~ I admit there are features of
which must cause special anxiety ‘o
the friends of Great Britain, and »f
the British Empire. ' But: I will not
dwell upon this tonight. I will only
say this, that I will ask you, while
in this country; to compare carefully
the ‘armaments of Europe with our
own preparations to met them, and
give your impressions to the Empire
in..return. 1 -feel confident in , the
resolution and power:of this country
to met any reasonable-conjunction >
affairs, but when I see this burst-
ing out of navies everywhere, when I
see our country +alone. asking .for 25
millions "®f extra taxation :for war-
like preparations; when I see the un-
precedented sacrifices which are ask-
ed " from us on the same grounds.
I do begin to feel uneasy:as: te .the
outcorie of ‘it ‘all, ‘and to wonder
where it- will stop; and if it'is' mers-
Iy going to bring back Europe into a
state of barbarism, or whether ‘it will
cause a catastrophe in which the
warkmen of the world will say: “We
will- have no more  of this madne-ss
and, foolery ' which is grinding us to
powder!”’

Gentlemen, we ‘can
build ‘‘Dreadnaughts,” or whatever
the newest type “of ship may be—
(loud cheers)—as long as we have ¢
shiling to spend: or a man’to put
into them. (Remewed cheers.) All
that we can do and will do, but I
am not sure that even that will !}

and we will

e
enough, and I think it may. be your
duty to take back to your dominions
across the seas this message and
this impressions, that some personal
duty and respensibility for national
defence rests on every man, and citi-
Empire. (Loud - cheers.)
gentlemen, take that message
back with you. Tell your peoples—
if they can believe it—the deplorable
way into which Europe is lapsing 'n-
to militarism and the pressure that
upon this little England to
defend itself, its liberties—and yours!
(Loud cheers). But take th's mes-
sage also back with you—that the Old

zen of the

(hear., heard—that the whole opinion
and the thought . of . the Empire, |
which should circulate like blood
through the body politic, should like
blood, chiefly circulate through the |
heart. ‘(Cheers.) I remtember, whea
I was travelling abeut trying 'to make
mvself atquainted with these great
dominions, when I was in Australia
—which.” T am so6rry to say, I com-
puted today was twenty-five years ago
—1T1 thousght that cricket bulked a lit-
tle too largely in the news = that
reacher me from the ancient country;
and I remember whén I was in Can-
ada, which, I am ashamed to say, Js
even longer ago—I thought that the
news which reached Canada from the
Mother Country, did not, somehow,
pass through a wholly {favorable
channel, (Hear, hear.) Well, of
¢ourse, all that is changed now.
(Hear, hear..) I do not.know. the
existing,, ptate,.of things, but 1 am
quite certain that no such -abuses
exist as I Temembetr on thHat occa-|
sion,” But if you want to bind the
Empire close together, you.find ‘your
main. means. must be the cheapest
methods of communication, (Cheers.)
The unwearied Mr. Henniker Heaton
—(cheers)—has sént me some very
interesting ' papers bearing upon this
subject, but.I ,do not think they are
suited for an ocasion such as this,
but are more for your serious dis-
cussions in conference.” I pass, then,
from the ‘question of communication,
merely making this remark in pass-
ing—no one can have lived as long
as 11 have.without seeing the enor-
mous improvement in our British
press with regard to the news from
the Empire beyond the seas. (Hear,
hear.) Thirty or forty jyears ago you
were satised with a jejune, announce-
ment. that some prime minister,

own
( self, -and that, failing her, she must

Country is right at heart; that there
is no failing or weakness in her;
and that she tejoices in renewing
her youth in her gMnt dominions be-
yond the seas. (Cheers.) For her
own salvation sh e mustlootoerhkifriu
salvation she must look to her-

look to you! . (Cheers.)

Well, gentlamen, I should ask _vourl

pardon for having detained you -0
long—(Voices : “No, no!” and “Go
on!’)—I know that whatever may be
the outcome of this visit you wid
returh strengthened to your high
functions as the guides of your com-
munities in maters. of the mnation.
And you will return, I hope, con-
vinced of the necessity of the mission
of the communion of the Common-
wealth which, constitutes the British
Empire. Having come, I hope, be-
lievers in that faith, you will return
to your homes missionaries of Em-
pire—(cheers)—imissionaries. of . ‘the
most extensive and most unselfish
empire which is koown -to, history.
(Chers.)

I will end as I began. After all, [
may: speak to you for hours; and 1
can ‘only sum up,what I-have to say
in the two simple words with which
I began, “Welcome home!” Wel-
come home to the home of your lau-
guage and your liberties and! yoar
race. Welcome bome to. the source
of your parliaments, your free insti-
tutions and. of this immeasurable
Empire. Welcome . home . to. the su
preme headr of .all these dominions,
your Sovereign apd mine, who' is not
merely the king of Great Britaia
but the King of Hearts. (Loud
cheers.) Welcome home to this and
to anything besides that we in =il
brotherhood and. afffetion «can offer
you. Welcome home! (Loud cheers ),

I have to propese the health of:our
guests, coupled with the name,,uf
Sir Hugh Graham.. i

Sir Hugh Graham in reply, 431
My« Lords and fientlemen —Whaoever
are to blame for the selection of a
speaker to reply to this toast, the
choice shows a keen appreciation Of
the value of contrasts in creating an
interest. It cau'hardly be: imagined
that you, who have given us from
over the seas thig ‘warm weleome,
appreciate how we feel about it.” A
welcome always warms the heart,
but neveér are we, ‘any-of us, so deep-
ly touched a2 by:the welcome heme,
That has a: penetrating quality all ‘ts
own, which the kindest courtesy of
the stranger can never ' approach,
And 'the Uuited Kingdom is the home
in a’ very especial sense to alliof as.
It. is -the home of - pur free institu-
tions, our political ideals, and, what
is- of more  interest to this company,
of. our conceptions of all that should
constitute ‘a frée; courageousd' and en-
lightened préss.- (Hear, hear.) When
we received the imvitation from  the
commyptie to. pay you a visit, to see
~nmc‘X1ing of Britain at work and
Britain at play, no one could have
foreseen that the modesidittle invita-
tion no wsupported by all the leading
journalists of the. United Kingdom,
and by leading men in Eglish publie
life, would develop 1to a great nation-
al demonstration. If the invitation
had  been restricted to this magnifi-
cent banquet, if it had been designed
that we should meet only our kindly
hosts of tonight, and our brothers
from every direction over the
seas, to shake hands with the
journalists and statesmen of to-
day, .and the younger men here, many
of whom are to be Britain’s editors
and ‘statesmen of the future; if it
had  been intended that we should
hear only the ringing words of wel-
come -offered to-night by one of Eng-
land’s greatest statesmen, we should
have felt indebted to you for a pre-
cious and néver-to-be-forgotten privi-
lege, but when we think. of .the
programme of hospitality you haye
prepared and the princely arrange-
ments for our amusement and in-
struetion, we are bewildered by your
generosity - and stricken -with a sense
of our own unworthiness. There are
at least two British institutions that
command the respect of the whole
world—the British Bench, and,- with
some unimportant reservations, the
British press. . (Cheers.) The journa-
lists of some other countries are a
trifle quicker, perhaps, in picking up
a new idea. They areée less afraid it
will bite; but this advantage, if it be
an advantage., is largely mechanical
and incidental. For the vivifying
principles that give life and health
to “journalism we must still- look to
Great Britain. (Cheers.) What I
meant to say was that people are
more apt to believe what they see in
a- great British = paper than ' any
other. They -have more faith in
your -character. They know . that.
as a whole, you are not publishing
ingpired nonsense to help your gov-
ernment. They 'feel’ sure that - you
are not the paid-megaphones of finan-
cial : buccaneers.. -(Hear,, hear.): ;You
have earned this reputation, and’ it
is the earnest hopé of the colonists
that you will “guard:' if. - (Cheers.)
You' will find 'that ‘the ‘delegates have
come .to. the -conference with open
minds on.‘every question to be dis-
cussed, willing to see, hear, zm@
learn. and they will doubtless ieel
that it will give :greater weight _to
the ‘deliberations if they seek rather
to raise the. press in public esteem
by enlarging its influence for the good
of the Empire and'mankind in-gener-
al than to aim at what might be re:
garded as mere business aggrandise-
ment. (Cheers.) The delegates are
only a few out of thousands engaged
in journalisgn, many of those who
could not come being amongst the
ablest in the profession.  What a
few men may.see or do in such cir-
cumsiances might be regarded as of
no great importance, especially “f
they are, for-the most part anyway,
free from any sort of instruction or
restriction, but their words will have
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an: have ¥een: teoltindulgent and ‘toqy"
er sty 2 ¥ .
g;a]dmil to ask us to pay ur share,
and we have heen too
it. "(“No, no Bt mean to‘ oﬁer
pending. Impm(liluba_change s im-
New Zealand ang A i
ever in the va;n( (:- aalia,  olonies
to send delegates t:“(;{d& 11?5 agreed
blem with the Brifish - saveric: PE0"
and it mus v grati :1 government;
d. ust be gratifying t he w
British world that ti ‘w‘g s Whele
the 1|(11Dinjnx]~( he Commonwealth,
= S, .colonies d de a
dencies have offered } ..an Pen
tion. (Cheers.) TI;\ Jearty, €o-opera-
nated with I.va'x ; ‘]:~ S
€ pPress, was s
by the people, and i« oo supported
Ly i Y A 18 NOW espoused
Y the political parties. . If g .wine
Statesmanshj y :
their (?vllilb]:;'f;liilrlll-jjv‘r”l(v delegates. in
impmmm step ii]‘ I,Amf‘uns‘a e
perial interests Iihiﬁgugr(hng ‘¢
the pebists ;mlv;vwm{_lelylenn‘\ not that
British I:l\'p'u'r'kr;rll 12 to rélieve the
oL VAR 0 ‘make any $uch
Pretension were ]]\’Imnria\‘-‘t 5"
that the colonies, are risin, bt s
% A 8, & rising to a.sense
of their responsibilities It o ;
for Canad: at it 19 nk Teane
a that it is no longet to be
regarded: as an infant colony, to I)l=
coddled and pampered by 9 iy 4
British rer 3 il o
ph gm_f}mmxm, but a responsible
ner, wi rests
1’0-“})«vnsibiljti)».:“ét(:j(;l:;I I‘(»).»{)lm'ui.(’t. and
ek oy > eminend i vith its privi-
, At means that the people of
thg coionies are anxious for a rightfiil
voice in  determining what the
strength of the British navy shall be
and to tell you, more effectively than
can ever be done by a merely n'ommznl
partner, that they regard the British
navy as a form of Imperial insurance
under a blaket policy, coygering ov}‘rv-
thing that you and we possess that is
worth p ssing, and d('ll];AI]dill'"
eternal vigilance to make .. it uiL-
dwn‘mbi_\' sure that the date of he
}mlic.\'. 13 ever borne in mind; and
that 1ts provisions are ample ‘' ai
b:"_\uml aispute. .- (Cheers.) . -On behalf
of the delegates, I thank vou ifor<this
warm welcome, coupled with the hope
that 1hv«‘i deliberations  of the confor-
ence will redound to the good” of the
Empire and the .credit "of - the press.
toust of “ie Chatsa i Bosine the
hs an,” .said: My
lvxl'\l_< :111}1 gentlemen and brother jour-
nalists from all parts of the world,—
I have graet pleasure in proposing to
you the health of our chairman, T,ord
3urnham.  Before I turn strictly to
that, may I for a’ moment <pr*z;l} of
our orator of this evening, Lord Rose-
bery? The last time I had the plea-
sure of hearing Lord Rosebery was
twenty-one years ago, and I want to
say how great' an honor I feel it to
have been allowed to address this
assembly after him. I am not one of
his  political followers. I do  mnot
know where his' political followers
are—(Lord Rosebery: “Hear, hear’’)—
but T know twenty-one years ago:when
I was on the ‘‘Scotsman’ T was sent
to write a leader on a speech by Lord
Rosebery, his siibject being thé bind-
ing together of all parts of this great
Empire. (Hear, hear.) Upon that oe-
casion, .early. in  his- speech, . Lerd
Rosebery was stopped: ~ Some ladies
came up the platform” steps behind
him, ‘atid he said;'*“T ‘am like’ M, ‘Pitt
on a..celebrated oceasion, for:T have.
left my party behind me.” . (Laugh-
ter.) On several occasions since
then he has left*his - party  behind
him, but when he looks round for it
he will.find.in.-his -sane-Fmperialism
that his party is a very large .one in-
deed. (Hear, hear.) My reference to
Lord Rosebery is connected with' the
toast T propose, in this manneér: Lord
Rosebery stands for independence in
Imperial statesmanship — (cheers)—
and: Lord Burnham and the “Daily
Telegraph,” with which he has long
been associated, stand for independ-
ence -in journalism. Indeed, I re-
member the young lions .of Fleet
street when T was a boy were so in-
deperident that they did not know
where they would be the next morn-
ing. . Lord Burnham has always in-
sisted upon independence, . and the
result is the present high status of
the “Daily Telegraph” throughout the
Empire. His motto has been, “Oh,
a little more, and how much it is.”
And the “little more’” of the ‘“Tele-
graph” is very much indeed. We
in the provinces look upon it as our
only possible rival,- and if we have

a meaning, and a very significant
meaning, if they :u‘w_nbw to inter-
pret to you the sentiments ol 113%
people of the countries .\\'lwucp th(§
come. . (Hear, hear.) You ' are ‘fnl-
tunate in having with you from (“n,'
ada able representatives of the
French-Canadian pr‘t’fs—((*ln'f’rﬂf-a
press that is msking giant ftndv,-‘ in
everything that reflects Crg‘nht on the
prui’('ssiml; a press that 1‘]_\’31.‘_1& u;
deed, it does not surpass, 1ts English
contemporaries in Canada in thv‘mé
fluence it wields; .a press cumrn.lo‘
by .able writers who have created a
great Imperial asset by promoting
cordiality between the Taees, and
who, though mnot .given to f}‘ﬂ(plvht de-
monstration -of their loyalty, are a
heart, - and openly ﬂ\\'hun nw_xl_eﬂ.
staynch supporters - OI ‘1110 British
connection. (Hear, hear.) I trust 1t
will ‘not .be considered ,ungenerous OI
inconsiderate if I allude to a question
that is often asked here and in the
! colonies. A great deal has been said
| and written -about the power of tl.w,
press. Not in.censure, not in  ré-
proach, but in a spirit of gQud\\'ﬂl. 1111
might be asked if something could
not he said-about the weakness of the
press, -as shown sometimv.§ }x,\' a d,“"_
inclination on.the part of journalits
to ‘join forces for the good of .ﬂ]t’.lr“
country in times of "~ great nntmu_d_\
Lerises. It requires owmly;a short resis
«ence in this country, to see that the
loyal - people are broawdly tolAer'nm of
the .widest differences of opinion on

#d nearly all subjects discrassed; but they
deplore, and‘deeply deptlore; disunion |

on the great question of n_atlona.l fio—
| fence. . (Hear, hear.) [1f i8 believed
that if the papers of = the
ithtowing party consideraiions -
waré to agree on ‘a safe jpolicy looking
degrade this sacred question 10 t.lﬂw
level of party polities. _((llw]~.)
T.argely due to the awakening

ment

mark the beginning of a new and im-
portant era in the ]
people towards Imperial’
For long years Canada, .under
political parties, has been
on -the motherland for

imerests.

protection.

would make it for ever impossible yo

Empirey
aside;

calls
of the colonial press, a wave of senti-
has recently passed. over the
outlying-parts of 'the Empire,that may

attitude .of the

both
spomring

Both political parties in Great Brit-
to the absolute security of the Empire,
there would bé 'no important opposi-
{tion to.it in.the .country, and little{ ~° 3 *
| opposition in parliament, and rou singing of “Auld Lang Syne

-

an invasion we hope it is not from the
‘“]);UL\' Telegraph.” We are invad-
ted. ~The ‘“Daily Mail” .and ‘the
| “Daily News’ joined together in a
| missionary effort to convert the’ North
of England to something or = sker,
but 50 long as we have no invasion
from the ““Telegraph’ we can' ileep
both day and night. We-have a greit
admiration for. Lord Burnham, :nd
that admiration is increased. by thbe
|zeal he has shown in bringing about
| this great press conference. He t&s
thrown himself heart and' soul i te
the work, and he has been assisted by
Mr. Lawson, his. son. who has "lone
a very great amount of detail work.
{ For these reasons I ask you to ~ "nk
the health of your ¢hairman. (Cheer:.}
] The Chairman, in response, vid .
! Good dfriends, you do not want many
ymore words from me. - I am great'z
indebted to Mr. Phillips for the v~y
kind words he has spoken concerning
me, and I am grateful to you ‘or the
| way in which you have received the
toast. He said, I think, that he had
some difficulty, in former years, ia
knowing where the young lions of the
“Daily Telegraph’” would be the foi-
lowing day. He has no difficulty in
knowing where the old lions will be
to-morrow. They will be at #Hall
Barn,: charmed to see .the -delegiies
who' are coming there. I have on
this occasion only one regret, . and
that is that I am not young endéug-
op active- enough to be with tou
throughout all your journeyings. My
very active friend our secretary, back-
ed by the kindness and generosity of
the gentleman who lends you thirty
mbtor-cars, backed bythe -weight of »
| vast quantity of petrol which, I sin-
cerely ‘hope, “will* be . duty free—
(laughter)—you _will, I. think, by
these influences, find that you will
move about with very great rapd -y
If T am not able to accompany you,
if I can only put in an appearan:ze
now and then, I pray you to believe
that, though I may be absent, -y
heartfelt wishes are with you, and
that I sincerely trust you will have
not only a very good time, but that
the result of your deliberations will
be of such a character that your visit
to us in this country will be an eveat
in itself historical—that will never te
forgotten. (Cheers.) I thank you.
The proceedings conciuded with the
and 1l &

playing of the National Anthem.
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