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TO. DISCOURAGE LOQUACITY.

Most people in Canada will learn
with satisfaction that the rules.of Par.
liament are to be g2moended, to th
end of shotrtening sessions and expe-
diting the despatch of business.. The
subject has been beiore the publie or
a couple of years and -the need of
something of the kind has been appar
ent longer still. While there is no
desire that Parliament be handicapped
in the discussion of public ques-
tions it has been borne in upon the
public consciousness that unrestrain-
ed liberty to talk has been made in
itself a handicap to the progress of
business, and of the two the public
are more concerned and more vitally
interested in the progress of affairs
than in the flow of oratory. An elee-
tion campaign being a remote event
and blatherskite tactics having been
recently and decisively repudiated by
the public; it is doubtful if the Op-
position members themselves will seri
ously object to.the economy of time
and closer deyotion to public affairs

The debates for the last session com-
prise seven large volumes, of upwards
of 14,000 closely printed pages. Mani-
festly ‘no man who values time or has

to earn a living will plow those acres
of verbiage for the limited harvest he’
is likely to reap. What the set cosis
we shall know when the public aec-
counts are brought down. At the low-
est calculation made, of $5.40 per,
page, the expense of reporting and
printing these speeches ecannost ieil’
far short of $75,000. This in iteelf isi
staggering, but the prospect under un~]
changed conditions would be infinite-!
ly worse. <Canada is a country of
about six million people. We expect |
some day to have 60 millions. At the!
same proportion our annual tax bi‘ll‘
for the publication of our representa-
tive’s speeches would then run to three-
quarters ‘of a million dollars. Can-
adiang are a lideral pcople and duly
seized of the desirability of cultivat-
ing the arts and sciences, among them
the art and science oi publie speak-
ing, but they do not contemplate with
approval ‘thé " present expenditure of
$75,000 per year and the prospect ve
expenditure . of $750,000 .per year us
an “inducement to oratory. The less
so that the oratory
handiing of -public business and con-
fers mo commensurate public benefit

A change can scarcely be other thar,
aeceptable to the members themselves
fer many reasons. Least perhap
among these, but of itself sufficient
to warrant a change, is the effect n
Parliamentary speakers and speaking
The present system is' death to tho
concise expression. of g

member’s
views, and a standing inducement to
loguacity. A man will not usua’ly
digest his information and his argu- |
ments into an hour’s address whon
he_ knows the fellow to follow him
will take a day to reply. Even mem
bers of Parliament have yet to learn
that- brevity is the soul of effective:
ness-and they are not likely to learn
it when a premium is set on saying
nothing at great length. The premium
is the supposed advantage of beingz
able to distribute among one’s con-
stituents formidable sheaves of Han-
sard showing to what length and :n
what exhausiive manner their repre-
sentative voiced their supposed views
It is oi eourse a mistuken notion, but
a too general one among Parliamen-
tarians that bulk counts more than
contents in an election address de-
Livered via the.Hansard reporters an<
at the public expense, for the benofit
of one’s constituents. 1f the closur:
does nothing more than avoid the re-
sults of these false notions it will work
a reform in Parliamentary speaking
which ought to be, and no doubt will
be, grateful to the men of good sensa
on both sides oi the House.

|
|

TWO VIEWS.

No one scems t6 have suggested yot
that - President’ Rooseveit’s pugnacity
may have been arouscd by the pry-
posal to. give his successor a larg:r
salary: nor that the proposal to pay
Ms. Tait $100,000 sper may be a play
%a keep him in better temper.

THE NEW MEMBER FOR THE
YUKON.

The results of the Yukon election is
the reply of the Yukon électors to the
attacks that have béen made on ex-
Commissioner Congdon and to tha
eriticisms of the Government’s policy
respecting that portion of the Do-
minjon. . Two candidates were in the
field irom each side. The. total vote
of the Government supporters exeeed-
éd the combdined votes oi their oppon-
efts by 500 in_ a total poll of 2,000,
M#” Congdon’s majority ~ over . ths

blockades the?

Dr. Thompson, a Conservative mem-’
ber whose party affiliations during the'

earlier portion of the term were by ro
means marked. Toward the
however, he somewhat dramatically
professed repentance for any waver-
ings in party loyalty and became :1i
once a lively advocate and a cock-sure
prophet of the party’s accession to
power. It was significant, though,
that he accompanied the repentance
and prophecy by the announcement
that he would not again be a candi-
date.

The new member for the Yukon is
a:native of Nova Bcotia, a lawyer by
profession and formerly partner of Mr.
3enjamin Russell, now a judge of the
Stupreme court, In the days of Bir
iohn he was a candidate against Gen.
Laurie and with the whole strength oi
the Tupper influence against him was
defeated by only seventeen votes, He
went to the Yukon in 1901 as legal
advisor to Governor Ross, resigning
to enter law-partnership with Mr. F.
\Véde, K.C. In 1903 he succeeded Mr.
Ross in the governorship, resigning

s to contest the constituency
against Dr. Thompson in 1904. Mr.
Congdon is an able lawyer and a very
iorceful speaker. He should be able
to represent the northern eamp with
satisfaction in the House of Com-
mons and will be an acquisition to the
debating force of the West in the
National Parliament.

EXPLAINING AWAY THE LEADER.
The Calgary Herald undertakes ‘h
gratuitous but no doubt highly desir-
able duty of relieving the Conserva-
tive party of rvspnns'ibility ior the ut-
terances of the Opposition leader in
the debate on the speech from the
throne—or at least for the portion of
the honorable gentleman’s address
referring to what he conceivéd to be
the Government’s railway policy. But
though the task is essayed with every
appearance of good intent to make the

best oi the job the result is more di-

verting than enlightening or convine-
ing. For this, however, the expounder
cannot be held to account, for even
the Herald cannot accomplish the im-
possible, and to relieve the party of
the responsibility or the consequences
of the leader’s address is not within
the range of things possible to an in-
dividual member however prominent
or devoted.

According to his commentator the
worthy leader merely attested = his
faith in the theory of public owner-
ship without holding *‘that the pro-
‘vince of Alberta should not have
“new ‘railways except. through pubdiic
‘ownership.”” According to its inter-
pretation “Hé @id 'fot address any
“‘direct criticisni”t6 "the ‘Government’s
“policy for the very good reasom that
““the Government’s poiicy has not yet
‘been announced.” It argues with
propriety that Mr. Robertson is en-
titled to express his theory ii he
wants to, Dut with absolute disregard
of foct that his expression on this
particular occasion hdad no relation
to the policy of- the Government
regarding railways and how to get
them built. ¢

Unfortunately for the commentator
this agrees neither with the text nor *he
context. The one thing Mr. Robertson
essayed to do, and sueceeded in doing,
was to meke it clear that he intended
to oppose the Government if they pro-
posed to guarantee bonds as a means
of securing railway construction. To
the extent he assuredly did ““declare
that the Provinee of Alberta should

n:w railways” if he could
help it,.ii the mecans of getting them
was the guaranteeing of bends. Hc
assuredly did “express direct criti¢ism
of - the - Government’s policy’’—or of
what he thought that policy would be,
regardless of the fact that the policy
had not yet been announced.

This, indeed, was the avowed mot-
ive, the beginning, end and conclu-
sion of his remarks. What he wanted
to establish and did establish, was
that if the Government attempted to
guarantece bonds he would emulate
Horatius-at-the-bridge * by doing alil
that in his official eapacity as member
of the House and leader of the Opposi-
tion he could find opportunity oi do-
ing to prevent the policy being carried
out, And to put beyond doubt that his
purpose was to oppose the Govern-
ment and not to advocate the cause of
public ownership he took upon himself
to announce what he supposed the
Government proposed to do, as a pre-
liminary to deciaring hig undying hos-
tility thereto, duty adorned by clas-
sical allusions of more or less appro-
priateness.

not niv

So far as the guestion of public
ownership received attention at the
honorable gentleman’s hands it did
8o as o matter of purely gecondary im-
portance, and even as such ,was not
proposed as the policy he would adopt
under the circumstances of the day
and the time in this province. If Mr.
Robertson, or his party, want rail-
ways construeted as public property,
he or they have yet to say so. What
the leader did say was that he was
opposed unalterably to their construe-
tion if this were gecured by govern-
ment guaranfee oi bonds. .On that
point the issue is beyond the bemud-
dling potentialities of the Hera'd cr

it opposition candidate was movs

thas®989. The constituency was re.!

anybody else.
according to his explicit and some-

présented in the last Parlament byJ\\'h;n picturesque declaration against

close, |

Mr: Robertson stan(l,:,'
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the policy of guaranteeing ' railway
bonds; what he may stand for the
honorable gentleman has yet to inform
the waiting world. And until the party
depose Mr. Robertson from the Jead-
ership he is their spokesman on this
and all-other public matters.

GET THEM ALL BUSY.

According to Vice-President Mann,
of the Canadian Northern, the com-
ing season will -be; an active one with
that company < in- raliway extension
both in the sourthern and morthern
portions of this provines, While the
detailed plans remain for disclpsure
)y the government, Mr. Mann expres-
sed satisfaction at the proposals mads
:or Government assistanee and let it
be 'understood that in comsequence ¢!
this assistance a line would be con-
structed scuth to Calgary, the main
line continued to the coal fields on the
Brazeau eand extensions made to the
northerly districts. If the intima-
tion proves in accordance with the an
nouncement of the Government the
prospect will be viewed with general
and thorough satisfaction throughout
the province. The projects outlined
offer partial solution of the two phases
of the railway problem in Alberta—
the provision of railway competition
to the southern settled country and
the extension of development lines
:nto the sparscly or unsettled dis-
iricts to the north of this city. These
‘n themselves would be a very tang-
ible contribution to the railway need:
oi the prevince and a splendid prom-
e of the benefits to come from the
wider application of the poliey' and
the enlistment of the enterprise cf
other and rival companies.

A REVENUE PRODUCING TARIFF,

The current revenues of the Domin-
ion for the last fiscal year paid the
current expenses and left a surplus of
19 million dollars. During the year
30 millions were put into permanent
mprovements. The current revenues
thus came within eleven millions o:
paying running expenses and giving
us 30 million dollars worth of new Gov-
ernment railweys and public works.
Of the capital expenditure 18 millions
went into the construction of the Na-
tional Transcontinental and 4 millions
into the improvement of the Inter-
colonial, a total of 22 millions pu’
into railways owned by the people.
By borrowing eleven million dollars
Canada was enabled to add 22 million
dollars’ worth of public owned rai-
ways and 8 million dollars’ worth of
other needed public works. To put it
in another way—if we had not been
building a new transcontinental undar
public ownership and had not better-
ed the Intercolonial, the ordinary rev-
enues would have paid running ex-
penses, construeted all the other pub-
lic works of the year and left eleven
milions with which to reduce the
public debt or undertake construc-
tional enterprises. Not so bad for a
dull season.

CURRENT COMMENT.

Germany wants to negotiate a trede
treaty with Canada. The Manufac-
turers’ association will demonstrate
their wild delight aiter the fashion of
Tom Sawyer’s cat—by going into
hysterics.

The Saskatchewan Government is
going out of the hail insurance busi-
ness. The proceeds from premiums
have been found insufficient to mect
the losses and the deficit has made
a heavy drain on the general funds. A
bill has been introduced in the legis-
lature repealing the former legisla-
tion and empowering companies with
satisfactory authorized and 'paia’-up
capitdl to undertake the work. In Al-
berta the premiums have not met the
claims and a considerable, though
smaller deficit has had to be made up
irom the general funds. The premier
intimated a few days ago that the
rates would be raised, and also the
amount of insurance per acre, which
is taken to mean that in this province
the business will continue to be car-
ried on by the Government,

“Industrial Canada”
theory that ““adequate protection” se-
cures competition among the home-
makers and that a reduction of tariff
strikes the emall muaker harder than
the lage one.

revives the

This it attempts to sub-
stantiate by refcrence to the United
States steal trast. The trust, it argues,
could stand a reduction and hold '
business against the foreigh makers,
bat the “little fellow”” would be crowd-
ed out-of business by imported goods.
This concern for the “littla fellow” i3

¢

very touching, ‘the more'so if the’

source is_considered. But to begin
at the beginning, how many “little
fellows” are there in the steel busi
ness of the United States? And of
them how many are maintained by
the steel trust as a means of persuad-
ing the United States &teel buyers
that they have competition in steel
production? - And what proportion of
the steel produection of the country
comes from. “‘little fellows” who are

hot dummies set up by the trust? Annll

is_their number greater or less in pro-
portion to the total steel production
than in Britain?

-and Moral Reform Association,

e~ e ———
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CURRENT COMMENT.

A delegation from thé Lord’s Day
Allianee requested the Provincial Gov-
ernment to deeline the'citv- touneil
permission to submit g Sunday- ear
bylaw until* it "has been'shown that
s2¢h service is reasonably necessary
I'his suggests that the present mode
of procedure under the Act might
work with less friction and equal good
if reversed. It is now necessary to
procure the consent of the Government
before . submitting g bylaw:  This
throws upon the ¢ity council the onus
of proving to the Government: thut
there is a reasonable necessity for
Sunday car service. If this system
were reversed and. the vote taken be-
fore the permission to run cars was
asked, this responsidility would not
only be removed from the coufeil but
abolished. The resuit of the voic
would be the publie expression i
opinion as to the reaconable necessity
oi‘ the service. The council would
not then he put in the position of ask-
ing for something which they do not
know whether or not the people wan?,
and of having to rerresent the people
as wanting it in order to get it.

The Winnipeg Telegram congratu-
lates itself and the Roblin government
that there have been fewer crimina;s
caught and tried in Manitoba this
year than lest. The statistics do not
reveal of course the number of bucket-
shop keepers who were allowed to ab-
scond on condition that they dropped
libel actions against the Telegram.

Mr. “Charlic” Marcil of Bonaventure
s the new Speaker of the House :f
Commons. As expected his election
was unopposed. Mr. Borden of course
paid his respects to the bitter attacks
hat have been made upon Mr. Mareil
by an envenomed Toronto newspapezr,
out showed his opinion of ‘both the
assailant and Mr. Mareil by wvoting
or his elevation to the seat of honor.,
Dignified in -bearing, - genial in - dis-
bosition, impartial in judgment, Mr.
Marcil is excellently qualified to dis-
charge alike the official and the social
duties which ‘fail upon the presiding
officer. of the House. To these he ha:
added the advantage of experience
gained during a térm as deputy
speaker, and of the schooling in Par-
damentary  procedure and practice
which -the occupancy of that office
necessarily gives.

Mr. Borden has placed his resigna-
tion as leader in the hands of his fo!-
lowers in the House-and has deen un-
animously elected to succeed himsels.
This is according 16" program. That
he would tender his“p)esignation te his
Parliamentary lollowers an the /first
pportunity Mr. Borden some, time age
intimated. That the followers wouid
respectfully hand back the commission
was tolerably eertaim from sufficiently
obvious circumstances.
their desires may have been they had
no other alternative. consistent with
the preservation of internal harmony
in. the party within'and without the
House. Whatever may be the. quali-
fications or disqualifications of Mr.
Borden for the position, he is the only
man in the House to whom the Op-
position members would pledge their
steady allegiance, and the most uc-
ceptable of them to the electorate. By
Parliamentary knowledge, political x-
perience and debating talent, Mr.
Foster is the head, front and body of
the Opposition, and to no other man
would Mr. Foster tender éven nominal
precedence.  If Mr. Borden were al-
lowed to abdicate, Mr. Foster must ve
the choice, and the members had no
intention either of following Mr. Fos-
ter themselves or of engaging to per-
suade their supporters to do s0. Thes¢
ecircumstances have been sufficiently
apparent to warrant the conclusioh
that Mr. Borden lost no sleep over the
prospects of his deposition. His rivals
fo:: the chieftainey are not in the House
of Commons.

BANISH THE BAR-ROOM.
Winnipeg, January 20.—The Social
sup-
ported by Royal Templars, are con-
ducting a “Banish the bar-room” pro-

! paganda throughout the province, cir-

culating petitions for presentation to
the approaching session of the legisla-
ture.  Not to be caught sleeping, the
Licensed Hotel-Keepers’ Association
is conducting a counter agitation and
petitions will be presented by a fight-
ing delegation. The attack is being
concentrated entirely on hetel licenses.

Corrie Denounces ‘Barmaid.

London, January 23.—Carrier Na-
tion arrived in London last night and
began work a few miriutes later. She
invaded the Oxford music hall, which
was crowded, and strode into the bar.
She denounced the barmaid in a loud
voice and the audience was soon in
an uproar over the disturbance. “I'he
manager tried soothing methods to
induce ‘Carrie to desist. These fail-
ing, he led her, still protesting, from
the house.

+  Shoplifter Captured.

Port Arthur, Jan. 24—Early this
morning Constable Thurlow caught
a man giving the name of Joe Dutton,
in the Western Clothing store, Water
street. When found he had about $200
worth .of goods sacked, ready for re-
movel.

Dye Works for Lethbridge.
Lethbridge, January 19.—On Febru-
ary 1st, the Medicine Hat Dye Works

will be transferred to Lethbridge.

Whateveri

| VIEWS OF THE PRESS

‘CANADA AND TARIFFS.

Toronto Star:—Dr. Androw Macphail,
professer in McGill University, and- also
editor of the University Magazine, has
an interesting avtiele in the Review of
Reviews on “How Canada Looks at Am-
erican tariff Making,” He declares that
Canada regards’' the movement with “in-
terest and sympathy. It is realized that
the situation in the United States has
been greatly changed in the last forty
vears.  The Minneapalis millers require
hard Manitoba. wheat; the furniture
makers of Michigan need lumber; the
purveyors of news need pulpwoo:. There
is also in Canada a movemeént for freer
trade, stimulated partly by the increased
ccst'of ‘living,

But Canada shows no desire to nego-
tiate a reciprocity treaty with the Unit-
ed States. The thoughts c¢f her people
have been turned in another dirsction. As
one examines the history of the move-
ments of Canadian trade, taking a long
period of time and a large and tele-
scopic view, it becomes exceedingly inter-
esting. First, we see Canada dizguised,
and disheartened because Great Britain
abandons prctection and withdraws the
preference on Canadian wheat and flour.
the face of the earlier loss, George
Brown had advised Canadians to look to
the home market. In the face of the
later lcss the Canadians did look to the
home market, forming a union with the
Maritime Provinces, and making ar-
rangements for the bringing "in of {the
wheat areas of the West. We must give
the authors of the national policy credit
for developing the same ideda. Free tra-
ders and protectionists alike must re-
cognize that the growth of the home
market has been one of the main causes
of the increased strength and independ-
ence of Canada.

The next point in this survey would be
the position taken by the Liberal govern-
ment soon after its accession to office.
“There will be no more pilgrimages to
Washington,” said Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
But more than that, the Liberal govern-
ment applied the principle of veluntary
legislation as opposed to trade agree-
ments. It turned away from the mar-
ket of the United States to that of the
United Kingdom but in both cases it laid
down the principle that it would seek the
expansion of trade, not by negotiation,
but by modifying the Canadian tariff, at
the same time retaining coemplete con-
trol over that tariff.

This policy has not only stremgthened
the .independence of Canada, but it has
Canada. then locks wistfully at: the Amer-
ican market. The Elgin-Marcy recipro-
city treaty is negotiated, and -Canada en-
joys prosperity for- twelvé years, partly

because of the treaty, partly because of

the demand for food and horses created
by the American civil war:
Next, the United States, angry because

of the sympathy with the South display-,
ed in England and Canada, abrogated the |
Elgin treaty. Canada now lost the bene-|

fit- of special treatmen: in the United
States market, as she lost the benefit
of special treatment in the market of the
United Kingdom twenty years before. In
improved the relations of Canada with
the United Kingdom and with the Unit-
ed States. Dickering for trade advant-
ages and privileges seems to produce ex-
asperation. ‘Good ‘ndtured self ‘assertion
promotes good will. Canadians perceive
the advantage of the markets of the
United States, of the markets of the
Orient. But they not longer feel anxious
about or independent wupon any one of
these. They have' réasocnable assurance
of a share of all the external markets;
and they also have a large and growing
home market. Hence they will feel quite
satisfied with any action which may be
taken by the legislators of the United
Kingdom and of the United States, act-
ing in the interests of the people of
those countries.

GREATER ALBERTA.

Under the caption “Greater Alberta,”
Le Courier de - 1'Quest, Edmonton’s
French paper, publishes a lengthy edi-
torial, of which the following is a trans-
lation:

“The Provincial Government is about
to submit to the Legislature the - details
of its Railway Policy. This is known. to
inelude a financial aid to certain com-
panies, the C.N.R., G.T.P., and possibly
others, by way of guaranteeing part of
their debentures. It is also known that
these companies are aiming particularly
at further extensions within the South-
ern and Central parts of the Province.
They require branch lines that will sup-
ply the main lines by reaching ‘the very
heart of the already opened and- settied
regions.

The Governmemt has promised them
its support. This is a very sane policy,
and one that cannot but appeal to the
pveople and meet with - the approval of
the Legislature. Tt is expedient indeed
to give the more populous centres the
best possible accommodation for the
shipping of their produce. As for our-
selves, we should like to see the grain or
cattle car stop, so to say, by each farm
or ranch. Improvements in communica-
tion therefore hetween ‘towns and vil-
lages, construction of branch lines or
projection of new lines towards new
centres, all these are in order and we
cannot have too much of them. But that
should not be all. :

There is another side to the question
which also deserves our attention. We
should not confine our thoughts to the
present alone, but should also thipk of
the future. And the future requires a
much larger policy:

We must not restrict our aid ‘to the
already prosperous parts of the Province,
on pain of hindering its- development.
We mnst of "éonirse improve'-the’ actual
state of affairs, but it is above all neces-
sary to extend and enlarge our Province.
Our motto should be a “Greater Al-
berta.” ;

And to this end, we have no need of
outside tervitory. We  can - have 'a
“Greater Alberta” within the present
boundaries of the Province.

RAILWAY FOR THE NORTH.

Fletcher Bredin, member for Lesser
Slave Lake. came three hundred miles
to "take his seat in the Legislature
this week. When Mr. Bredin left his
home at Lesser Slave Lake the tem-
perature was 53 degrees below zero,
and during the twelve days’ journey
the temperature was never very much
above that mark. To a Bulletin re-
presentative Mr. Bredin said that he
and Mrs. Bredin came down in a
cabouse, in which they had a stove
going merrily every day to keep them
warm.

i structive legislation, as well

I Mr. Bredin thinks it will not be long
{ before there is another mode of travel
'from the Lesser Slave district to Ed-

monton. - He has reason to believe
that’ the government will ‘guarantee
the bonds for a C.N.R. road from Ed-
monton to Fort Assinaboine, which,
in course of time, will tap the Peace
River country.

“TFhere are five great agricultural
areas in the Peace River couniry
where settlement is' now well estab-
lished,” said Mr. Bredin. ‘““The pro-
duce of these districts has been so
great this year that the local market
could not. acccmmodate nearly all of
it. The’consequence is that there are
large quantities ‘of grain and- stock
that would have found an outside mar-
ket if -railway {facilities had = been
available.”

Mr: Bredin is enthusidstic over the
possibilities of the whole north coun-
try. . He -says that two thirds-of the
agricultural area of the province lies
nortly of- Edmonton. Besides being a
great farming country, the mineral re-
sources are only beginning to be dis-
covered. In some places the salt
beds are over 150 feet in depth and
coal deposits .abound in unlimited
quantities. Petroleum and natural
gas is to be found in many districts.
and the water power of the rivers and
streams is of incalculable value. A
railroad will work wonders in the
north country.

TO PETITION GOVERNMENT.

The Central Employers’ Association,
representatives of which formed =a
deputation which waited on the Pro-
vincial cabinet several weeks ago, has
bzen circulating a petition among the
employers of labor, chiefly the:- coal
mining operators in the city. ‘This pe-
tition is eventually to be presented to
the provineial government and ‘will
set forth in a concise form just what
amendments the employers ‘wish to
have made in the Workmen’s Com-
pensation Aect. After the usual  pre-
amble the petition concludes with the
request ‘‘that amendments be -intro-
duced by you and enacted by the
Provincial Legislature providing for a
limitation of injuries net fatal, lessen-
ing the time in which to start pro-
proceedings and providing adequate
insurance to cover all liability at u
reasonable cost as a public utility.”

At a meeting of the Central Employ-
ers’ Association called for next Wed-
nesday in the office of the Builders’
Exchange, the petitions will be closgﬁd.
A special meeting of the coal mine
operators of the city, who are inter-
esting themselves in the act, will te
held on Thursday evening next, and
not until after that date will the pe-
tition be brought before the capinet.

Empoloyee Should Assist.

Geo. 8. Montgomery in an inter-

(view to a Bulletin representative this

morning mentioned some of his objec-
tions to the Workmen’s Compengation
Act. He is of the opinion’ that the
differences between the employer and
employee are such that if they werée
brought together the act might be put
on a better basis by the request cf
both parties. He tHinks the govern-
ment : ought to do this' and' thereby
close the breach whi¢h is forming be-
tween the employer and labor in the
city on account of the act., "=
“The nearest to the ideal ‘system of
compensation,” said Mr. Mehtgomery;
“is that in operation in Nova Scotia.
There a commission was appointed to

the present juncture in our affairs to
have any change made.

A distinguished journalist,. who re-
cently visited Alberta, and looked into
the record of the provincial government,
made the remark that it seemed to jus-
tify the contention of Professor Goldwin
Smith that the best administration un-
der present day. conditions came from
those who were able to carry on the work
of government without being bothered
by ordinary party struggles. Premier
Rutherford and his colleagueés have been
overwhelmingly strong in the legislature,
the opposition having heen reduced to a
practically negligible quantity, yet their
term of office has been dne of rare activ-
ity ‘jn all ‘departments; of careful man-
agement of the public ' resources, and
from first to last ‘has not bheen sullied
by -even ‘the suspicion of a scandal. We
have had plenty of instances in Canada
~h~re an opposition has been so strong
that for the government to remain n
ofice meant constant fighting for its life.
No example has been afforded in Cana-
d’r history of an administration which
had things so completely its own way,
as has heen the case with that at present
in office in Alberta. But where can -one
be found which can point with more
pride to its vecord? T.ook at it from
whatever side you will and it will be
found equally satisfactory. It must be
remembered that when the government
took office, a complete organization =mad
o be effected. Where prior to September
1st, 1905, there was nothing in the way
of “adminisirative machinery, well-man-
ned departments are mow carrying on
most efficient work in the public inter-
ests. From a thousand ‘directions came
calls for the expenditure of provincial
funds on projects that were calculated
to render genuine service. To such ap-
peals the government has always given
a ready ear. and much of the remarkable
development that has gone on in Alberta
since it assumed- office has been due to
the liberal though ' discriminating aid
that it has thus given, hut so well has
't handled the funds at its disposal that
the province today is not @ cent in debt;
Other governments have worked up sur-
pluses by charging large expenditures to
‘capital account.” But all the outlay that
has been made in Alberta, excepting that
for the purchase of the Bell telephone
system, and the construetion of hundreds
of miles of government lines has been
met out of current revenue.

‘To merely mention all the phases of
the government’s administration would
take more space than a single article
allows. They should all be examined in
detail by the person who wishes to sat-
isfy himself as to the efficiency of those
to whom he has intrusted his interests.
He should take careful note, for in-
stance, of the liberal provision-which has
been made for education, always a press-
ing need in a new country. The number
of school districts has been doubled and
everything possible has been done to give
young Alberta a chance to take his place
in the ranks of the world’s intelligent
manhood. 'On public works, such ' as
roads, bridges, etc. the amount in. 1907
was almost four times that spent in the
last year of territorial administration,
That ‘this vast expenditure has.been dis-
tributed justly ‘all through the province
has been freely admitted by those who
have sat.to the. left of the,speaker in the
legislature, ; 7

In the work of providing inexpensive

and speedy methods of obtaining justice
and in enforcing the law, the attorney-
géneral’s departmeént: has.lattracted to it-
self notice from all over the. continent.
With so many. new citizens. entering our

draw up a system which would be fair borders each. year, the effe¢t of all-fhis

to all parties concerned. They report-
ed that the system shotild be that an
insurance fund be established to
which'the employer contributed about
half, the employee & ‘quarter and the
government a quarter. This was in-
augurated and I believe' will® work
satisfactorily.”
Comboulsory Insurance.

“The position I take,” continued
Mr. Montgomery, ‘‘is that if the gov-
ernment saddled this act on the em-
ployers, the government and the em-
ployees should pay their share
towards maintaining it. The way it
is at present i ten men were killed
in the employ of a man who is bank-

rupt there can be no possible method ;

of securing compensation for those
who survive them, This would be ob»-
viated if there was' compulsory in-
surance and if all employers were
compelled to lodge the insurance with
the government.”

WHAT A GOOD START HAS
MEANT TO ALBERTA.

Calgary Albertan:—In the develop-
ment of a nation,,as of an individual,
we must all recognize the "tremendous
advantage of securing a good start. As
we read the history ‘of anv country, we
are impressed by the great responsibility
to future generations that those who had

i the direction of its poliey in its ‘early

stages had to bedr.
acted wisely, we see
bearing frait. long
On the ofher hand, when they have
made = serious mistakes, posterity sel-
dom ceases to feel the efféct,

When Alberta” was set aside us a
province in 1905, it started with prac-
tically a -clean sheet. Here was a ter-
ritory larger than that of - Germany
and = with possibilities whichh at least
are quite equal to those of that old-
world empire. On those who werve call-
ed to preside over the heginnings of
is government much depends. - €er-
many has today a population of about
sixty million. That of Alberta when it
set. out on its career -as a province
was under 200,000, Was there ever a
situation which more strongly ecalled for
men of intelligent grasp of the peculiar
needs of those whowm they were selected
to serve, and of the great problems of
nation-huilding? They have  been carry-
ing on their work for between three and
four years now in course of which time
they have placed on the statute hooks of
the province an immense amount of con-
as having
followed out a general administrative
policy which is bound to have-a ‘far
reaching influence. In a short while
they will once more appeal to the elec-
tors, and it is of the utmost importance
that their record should be examined
closely in order that it may be deter-
mined whether they have been faithful
to the trust that has been reposed in
them or not. It is the duty of every
citizen who has the future .welfare of
Alberta at heart to examine this record
without prejudice and- ask himself, as
one who interests are bound up with the
development of the province have been
adopted as are likely to lead to a realiza-
tion of the dreams which he, in common
with his fellow-Albertans, have been
cherishing, and whether in case - the
answer is in the afirmative, it is safe in

When they have
their wisdom
vears afterwards.

has been . excellent. There is nothing

i which does more to make them well sat:
iisfied and even ‘enthusiastic Canadians:
 The prosecution of the lumber combine;

the taxing of the C.P.R.branch lines, and
other. features. of this department’s ac-
tivity has helped along this good work
in. removing burdens from the backs of
those who are engaged in the work of
building up our splendid heritage.
Agrieniture, on which the prosperily
of the province rests. has been aided in
every possible wav. Experts have studied
the needs of the farmer and have shown
him the means by which he is able to
improve both ‘the quality and the guan-

| Al this is merely to
tof the directions in which the govern-

tity of his oufput. The most practical of
help has been given him in securing bet-
ter markets for what he has to sell.

indicate a few

ment has been active. Its record is cne
that will bear the very closest inspec-
ion. Tt has not been spectacular in any
respect. ts members have been trom
the first imbued with the spirit of the
people they represent. Life is a.serious
business in a new country like this. It is
practical measures that Albertans want.
They do not apply the same tests to
their public men as the people of somé
other countries do. Oratorical fireworks
lat election time will not satisfy them.
What they want to know is whether
those who have been looking after the af-
fairs of the province have done anything
to make Alberta a better place to Jive
in; have eased any of the burdens which
are always incidental to the life of the
pioneer, and have helped them to realize
the objects which brought them to this
part of the continent to make a home. It
is according as these men are made con-

foundation of the province’s future
greatness is laid, and judging it by these
standards the government must surely
appeal to many men who studies what
it has done as having achieved one of the
most striking successes in' the political
history of this or any other coeuntry.

A Scotch Oninion of Canada.

London, Jan. 22.—Mr. T. C. Martin,
of the Dundee: Advertiser, who was a

member of ‘the commission that - vis-
ited Canada in 1908, in addressing the
Farmers® :Club  at -~ Dundee, said he

1th0ught that the Seotch farmers cn

(;the commission breught from Canada
tthe idea that they thad nét much to
léarn™ from the Canadian farm‘ culti-
vation there. He said it was by no
means perfect, that there was a good
deal of slovenly work ‘allowed, and
weeds were abundant.. Another im-
pression he formed was that Canada
was going to be a seber nation. Ie
did not remember one - banquet of
many held at which alcoholic bever-
ages appeared. The Toronto munizi-
pal banquet was on a large scale, but
they had nothing to drink but mineral
waters and some concoction of ginger.

Medals for Braye Indians.

Pittsburg, Jan. 22—The ‘Carnegie Hero
Fund commission at its annual meeting
here today awarded 26 medals, $24,800 in
cash and pensions aggregating $565 per
month for deeds of valor performed since
the last meeting of the commission last
October. Among those winning medals
were two full-blooded Indians.

tented and prosperous citizens that the

,lll |

JAPAN EXERCISING
RIGID CENSORS

Over Newspaper Comment on
fore California Legislature.
port From Yokohama Shows
of Articles Is Very Moderate

Washington, D. C.. J.,
a reliable private <our
here that the Japa
fearing the effect
sion by the 1
the Anti-Jaj n
before the Californ
sued an order placin
papers in Japan dire
ernment censor
period. A dis
been received
the Japanese g
The sweeping }
posed only after the Ponel
of Tokio, generally credited
gan of Count Okuma.
open letter - to Ambassad
which was couched in st
lite terms, but which cont
veiled insolence. Thi .
time that the Japanese govern
has exercised its right of censo
to such a widespread degree.
Japanese Comment Moderate.
Yokohama, Jan. 23—News of th
vancement.of the Anti-Japanese bi
the California legislature was
quietly here. The Kokutin,
official article, moderate in
it is convinced that tl mover
California is purely local and neitl
diplomatic nor national problem.
erica, it says, has its own problem iy
distributicn of population and
velopment of agriculture and
best coure is to remain g and o
the progress and the situation.
The Journal states that it is ne
to point out the cordial friendshi
tween the two governments and
fident that in no circumstances -wil
Japanese be discriminated against ¢
prived of their rights.
asserts, is merely a side issue to J
a prosperous country which does not
to send a large number of her j
abroad. Her enterprises in Corea,
mosa and Manchuria p 1se to. mo
lize the bulk of her labor and the
may come when Japan will be unat
supply laborers, even if America de
them. 1If the Japanese are not wel
the Journal states Japam is not so f
as to force them forward.

Immigratic

MANITOBA GRAIN GROWER|
D. W. McCuaig Re-Elected Presi
of” Association—H. B. R. Discus

Brandon, Jan. 21—Amid great
thusiasm D. W. McCuaig was Fe-¢
ed president: of the Manitoba
Growers’ ociation. R. C. Her
son. whd was elected vi i
detailed the successful fight at
tawa, when, “despite opposition
grain, banking and transportatior
terests, iarmers retained equal
ing with elevators as regards car
ply. After some discussion the
ernment hail insurance was shg{
as a sub-committee” 6f° the muni
union’ will outline the echeme|
March. A reselution asking h
standards for kerosene was also t3
as the subject is already a pol
football. A resolution -was ad
to the effect that the Hudson
railway should start from a G. T
point and other roads have rur
rights over it. There is a strong
timent  against the road being 1
fo. the C. N. R. and operated
branch.

A resolution appointing a comn
of three in conjunction with th
ecutive to ascertain if the coal
bine exists and empowering the
take action in the courts if fow
exist. The evening session de
to meet in Brandon again.

Taking up the government oper
oi terminal and internal elevatc
was pointed out by Vice-Preg
Scanlon that 705 elevators. and
houses in the province are han
little more than a fifth of th
tive capacity and are bound t
accordingly. The academic d
was followed attentively and th
bate adjourned.

JUDGE GAVE HIM HIS CO

Prisoner Needed It and His
Didn’t Hesitate.

Chicago, Jan. 22.—An unusus
striking little scene was enacteq
terday in the court presided ov
Judge Landis, the man who in
the fine of $29,240,000 on the
ard Cil Company some months

Judge Landis had just senf
Matthew A. Aronson, a “‘white
er.” The prisoner, knowing h
about to be led out into the
air, pulled up his coat collar.
son,” exclaimed the judge, “w
your overcoat?” ‘‘Your honor,’
the prisoner, “I ain’t got
“Bailiff,” said the judge,
to -him. Now we’ll proceed v
next case,”

Transfer of Fire Insurance Co

Teronto, January 21.--At a n
of the shareholders of th )
Fire Insurance Compauy
decided by a vote of 645
transfer the management
Nossie and the inter
with -the Dominion ¥
Company. The Traders
meeting with heavy losses
million rcapitali
was subscribed, of
was paid up.

-Further Balkan Complicatig

Budapest, January 20.—Nun
arrests are being n 1t Sofi
cording to messages
nection with a plot
of Czar Ferdinand, of
details: of the plot have
The discoverv of the cor
ever, has revived rumor
complications in the Balk

Want Majority to Rule.
Toronto, Jan. 21—At
the executive
of the Domi
clared that since
requirement had
handicap in
paign steps sl
for its repea
enactment




