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Wouiü You Convicv. a Prisoner
on Circumstantial Evidence?

ILate as primitive as in the age i last night, ff.s horse came home this
of crawling things brought tne two 
young men. with tense, ready muscles 
and out thrust jaws, face to face and 
eager for taattle. A motive old as life 
StselT impelled them each toward the 
other's throat—the disputed favor of a 
woman. And hire intruded the note 
of a higher development and civiliza­
tion. for instead 'of standing aside in 
savage content the woman threw her­
self between the two.

With hands outstretched she mutely 
motioned them apart. For a second 
they hesitated, then obeyed the plead­

ing. impartial gesture. Thereafter! 
each took his leave formally and left i 
h« r_ white faced and alert, among the 
shadows on the porch. Tyler was the 
first to go. and he awaited Hell at the 
garth n gate. Their ligures stood clear 
in the moonlight hnd the girl waRched 
anxiously, but the red flood of instant 
rage had left them !ierc«ly cold and 
restrained.

‘George Bell.* said Tyler, ‘this is no. 
place for a settlement, but 1 11 make 
it my business to set» that you answer 
to me some time.*

The other, without pausing, moved 
past through ihe gatee but turned at 
the other side.

"I reckon you know where to find 
me when you're ready. John Tyler. 
We'll arrange our v little differences 
where we won't be interrupted and 
whenever you're lookin’ for some trou­
ble.*

That's me.' remarked Tyler briefly.
They,parted, one walking toward the 

town, the other toward his tethered 
horse at the post, without a backward 
glance. The girl, who had listened in­
tently, remained until the footsteps 
of Tyler ha<] died away down the path 
and Bell's mount had vanished over a

excelling rise. Then* filled with a 
dread she felt powerless to remove^ 
she hurried into her home, closing the 
door.

It was a Sunday night when the 
certel of defiance, in accepted Ken­
tucky manner, was exchanged between 
the rival admirers of Elsa McDonald. 
The quarrel had been a matter of 
slow growth, the outcome of the Blue 
Grass beauty’s coquetry and frequent 
m< .-tings on contested ground. She 
ha,t given neither particular eneour- 
ag« ment, but each grew to heiieve him 
self obstructed a id s’ tndttcd by 
other, after t*. dr common persistence 
hail driven other candidates from t! 
field. The cause of their enmity ha Ï 
p'ayed the familiar game, and at lirst

morning with Mood on the saddle.
There's been some deviltry between 
there and here.*

McDonald instantly volunteered his 
services, and the men left the house.
The gir! alone with her mother, sat 
with compressed lips and flushed 
checks. For her the affair had a 
greater significance, than she cared to 
acknowledge. Tht re was an element 
of fear and self-reproach rn her re­
flections. but she , was not given to 
subtleties and she set herself to await 
the outcome of the search.

While one of the farmhands pressed 
forward into the town to notify the 
authorities of the facts the rest of 
the party was split up uml< r the dir­
ection of Mason, and the laborious 
work of investigation along live miles 
or more oc road was begun. It was 
evident that Bell's thoroughbred had 
travelled far and through rough coun­
try. but the natural supposition was 
that its wanderings had been those- of 
a riderless steed. The thought of foul 
play was uppermost and th^ likliest 
spot for violence was along the high­
way. Within a few hours nearly a 
hundred of the townsmen, mount-d 
and afoot, came to aid the searchers.
The nay closed barren of r< suits.

The task was resumed t'v next 
day. and the next. Public excitement, 
which had rang* d high with the first 
word of murder began t » subside. It 
was advanced as possible that the 
wealthy young landowner had left the 
country on a lark, or perhaps vas 
In ing held for ransom. No one could 
suggest a feud in which he might have 
In come involved. The residents « flth.it Tv hr had not In-

room in which the inquest was In-ing intended visit to her mistress. This 
held. She was agitated and under bit of news, he said, being of the kind 
stress-of deep emotion, but there was which he had communicated to Tyler 
no hesitation in h- r manner. During on several occasions, he had sought 
the time since the disappearance of *bat young .man on Tuesday night and 
Bel! she had taken herself seriously to informed hint Concerning the note.
task. She had formed the resolution 
t > tell everything she knew if there 
should prove to he a fatal outcome to 
the. mysterye and she was now present 
to keep that resolve. The Coroner had 
be n notified of her desire ;o appear 
as i ..‘:nr-ss •-. * e wa- ~ ' « to tit

Without pose or sentimentalism she 
related the source of differences be­
tween Bell and Tyler and the scene 
on the |K*rch! She repeated the phrase ;tn 
with which the men had parted, hold- wa 
ing threat of a sjveedy settlement of 
scores. Her recital was brief and 
dramatic, and the crowd sat breathless 
While she described her postponement 
of a furious quarrel by stepping be­
tween the enemies. When she came 
to an end with Tyler's phrase, ‘You'll 
have to answer to me sometime.* there 
was a stir in the room, and several 
in;n started quietly and unobtrusively 
for-tliv doors.

The movement did not eseajH* the 
q.:ivl; eye of lh« Sheriff. He whisper-* 
ed a moment with three of his deputies 
and despatched .tin m hurriedly. Af­
ter further testimony by Mason and 
me:nli«rs ef his party the Coroner 
vailed f ir Tyler. There xvas no res­
ponse. one of the Shi riff's men re­
curred and tin- Coroner was informed 
t'a.i-r deputies had visited the Tyler 
home, but could not find the young 

1; further had been learned 
n at his home

the village returned to their accustom- I
til round, only Mason anil his handtul j Ma^on was a man whose most mark-

"iit a

.and seemingly hopeless search. 1 
overseer, having examined every f 
of the roadway and its fringes, widt 
ed the strip of ground to ; »e covet 
an both sides and caused his men 
ride up and down the length as if f 
lowing successive furrows. This 
them ultimately into tile woods

The fir«t few fruitless days wort- 
out Mason's impatience and it became 
after that a matter of dogged loyalty. 
He let it be known that he would pur­
sue his tactics for a month if there 
were need, or until some word or a 
clew to the whereabouts of Bel1 cant 
to light. <>ne other member of ta 
community. Elsa McDonald, follower 
the progress of Mason’s work with

ns etl characteristic was a need i>f ren- no more plays like that.*

‘••t His t*-Lttions with Bell had been clos- you haven't got much to expect from
n- t r ::i;tn those of master and man and Tyler now. Here's fifty dollars. You

't-il he had accorded to his employer un- get it t!n minuu- Tyler is landed in
t-f rt-st-rvt-tl devotion. The tragic death jail. I don't know and don't 'care% just
•1- of tin- voting landowner filled him with now. whether he's innocent or guiltv
. .1 shivv burning rage and the unreserved What 1 want is to get him.

determination to devote himself to The negro glanced at the money hut

Here was an important advance into 
the surrounding circumstances. Ty­
ler. already stamped as Bell's enemy, 
was now dearly indicated as one of 
the very few i*ersons who could havt 
known beforehand of the plans of the 
land owner and the time at which he 
would lu- likely to be passing along 
the road.

While engaged in these preliminaries 
the overseer had not neglected to keep 

-eu; *on the pursuit of Tyler which 
lu-ing pushed by the Sheriff and 

his itls. There had been no result. 
No one had seen him leave the town, 
nor could any member « his family 
give information as to the exact time 
of his departure or his present where­
abouts.

Gaining no further result from in­
quiries into the complications that had

preceded the murdt-r^ Mason now 
threw his own work ;»arallel with that 
upm whivh the Sheriff was engaged, 
lit saw some possibility of aid in the 
negro who had acted as Tyler’s spy. 
The man had been discharged follow­
ing the revelation of his secret trans­
actions. and the overseer sought him

'Have you any idea what has be­
come -if Tyler? was his direct ques-

*Xo more’n you.' vame the sullen an-

*l.ook here, you're out of work, are-

*Yes. I am. 'cause 1 couldn't hold my 
blunted tongue. 1 ain't goin* to make

applying what assistance lay in his Î made in 
powi-r toward the t-nds of justice. His | sought tin

with safety. But these were men of I an interest equal to his own.
th,. soil, virile^ masterful, impatient, 
and the inevitable • spark had been 
struck.

Tyler lived It* the town, on the 
outskirts of which stood the McDon­
ald place. Bell, recently failt-n heir to 
a considerable estate and breeding 
farm, occupied his family mansion a- 
bout six miles distant along the rnun. 
try road.

iK.trly on- the following Thursday 
morning the employes on the Bell farm, 
«warming to work from breakfast, 
found the favorite horse of their em­
ployer, tht. one he most frequently 
rode, standing outside the gate of the 
stable yardf lathered and exhausted. 
The animal was spattered with mud, 
part of the bridle had been torn away 
the girth had loosened and the saddle 
hung awry against one flank -with 
dragging stirrup. Tht- stableman, 
stepping by forte of habit to 
adjust the displacement even the fore 
he had exclaimed upon the singularity 
uf it, cried out as he placed a hand 
upon the pommel. The saddle leather 
on the right side was 
splashed with blood.

Th<- alarm spread with scare

It was a full week after the Thjirs 
day on which the horse had returned 
without his owner when the discovery 
was made. Mason himself came upon 
it. The body of George Bell was found 
in a heavily wooded section about 
hundred rods off the road and midway 
between his own home and that of th, 
McIXmalds. Jt had been divested of 
coat, shirt and hoots. -There was 
wound almost as large as the palm of 
a hand under the left shoulder bind 
Subsequent medical investigation show 
ed that the contents of both barrels of 
a shotgun had practically torn away 
the left side.

Rigid examination of the spot -failed 
io reveal any clew. The revolver 
which .Bell had been known to arry 
was -missing, as was the belt from 
which the hotter had hung at the back 
of the right hi; No trace could be 
found of the missing garments. A 
small sum of money and a pocket knife 
completing the inventory of what the 
young man was known to have had 
with him, were gum-. The autopsy t-s- 

treakeil and j ta’, dished .that death must have been 
I instantaneous. The course taken by 

a word j the shot had been on an upward angle
spoken, an,] men about the place were j toward the opposite shoulder. From 
being colleett d by the overseer of the - this it aiqn-ared beyond all question 
farm, Mason. before the stableman had j t liât the victim had been murdered 
removed the broken bridle. It was a I while ruling his horse and oblivious of 
matter calling for instant action, and danger.
action was something that -Mason un- I Mason made a dose Inspection of the 
derstood. A few sharp questions features uf the surrounding ground, 
brought out that young Bell had start- i He found that almost in a straight 
•e<l out the preceding evening about east to the highway a thick clump of 
seven o’clock, heading at a brisk gall- ‘ bushes grew on both sides of the ditch
•op toward th,. town.

There's only one place he'd be like 
to go on that roadt 'less he passed It,' 
was the stableman's comment.

‘And that's to the -McDonald's/ ad­
ded the overseer. ‘He hasn't missed 
a week time out of mind sparkin' that 
girl.'

Four -of the farm hands, under the 
lend of Mason, quickly saddled and 
niountco. and the group made off 
down the highway at top speed. They

affording a close covert, against which 
wagon wheels brushed In transit. 
There could have (been «designed no 
better place for the ambushing of an 
unsuspecting traveller. He sought for 
marks that might have been left by 
a concealed assassin, but could dis­
cover none. He was more successful 
in finding proof that the body had 
been dragged ifrom the road to its aid­
ing place. In the dust of the wagon 
track stains were easily obliterated.

mind was rather narrow but Intensiv 
and :ie possessed an admirable power f 
.if application. Meanwhile he was ‘ 
just ami clear headed ami was not the 
.»ne to allow one set of appearances 
to outbalance another in favor of ven­
geance. lie did not merely demand of 
himself that some one must suffer for 
tills thing, but that the guilty man 
mus; suffer.

It was this quiet strong' forceful 
personality tliut now became dominant 
in Vne vase, lie followed the obvious 
truck indicated by the testimony of 
Elsa McDonald anj applied himself to 
tracing Tyler's relations with Bell. He 
learned, in the first place, that there 
had been no opportunity for a meeting 
between the rivals after the throwing 
down of the gauntlet up to -the time 
when Bell left his farm on Wednesday 
evening for the purpose, «o far as 
could be judged, of visiting the girl. 
Neither of them had been seen at the 
McDonald house after Sunday night. 
His inquiry was then directed toward 
discovery of any communication that

The next day he

fo* him at his 
ten miles down

'Have you looked 
| unvlt-'s house, ‘bout

Ten minutes lattr Mason was gallop­
ing. rifle in hand, down the river road 
in the direction indicated by the*negro. 
He had know in a vague way that 
Tyler's uncle livid in the country, 
but no «me among the authorities had 
though to look for him at such a 
•place. They inclined to the belief 
that lit had taki n to the mountains 
or had headed for Louisville.

Mason rode up to the house of Ben­
jamin Tyler, a tobacco planter, in the 
early arurnoon. He did not dismount' 
but thrust ihs horse close in to the 
steps, thus bringing himself on a level 
with the pohch and directly before the 
door, flit- waited until tile clatter of 
his arrival should bring him a res­
ponse, alert for danger and with his 
weapon- ready in the crook of his el­
bow. There came leisurely footsteps 
along th- hall inside, anq -, figure 
appeared in. the doorway. Mason’s 
rifle came to his shoulder In a flash,
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, | and
for >t ran in his mind that a place of » *u* °pcned the conversation, 
meeting had lxe-n appointed at which ‘Just keep your hands where 
they were to submit their quarrel to j are« J°,m Tyler.’ 
the arbitrament of personal combat. The young man stv

they

•drew rein before the McDonald house but through the thick, close woven 
while tho family were still at break- ( underbrush lie discovered frequent 

fast, and the overseer, hat In hand, 1 marks of blood. He noted as worthy 
•walked into the room without cere- of remembrance that the Wednesday 
mony. I night in question had been misty and

*Bey pardon. Miss McDonald/ he j overcast. When' he left the spot the 
naked abruptly, ‘but did M.r Bell come j overseer had a clear picture of the 
to see you last night?’ method by which the murderer had

The young woman, startled and col- accomplished the crime.
or Ing under tho sudden question, an­
swered that she had not seen Hell 
since tiunday night. The man turned 
to her -father, with his word of ex­
planation.

While the Coroner's Jury was hearing 
the oitae the next day a buggy drove 
up to the town hall. From It ulghterl 
Elsa McDonald, and the crowd -made 
room for her n» «he moved Into the

‘He started. I
’’it*:

'uppnso, for you.’ pi act haJIdlng ard Bought entrance to the

the arbitrament of personal combat. 
The prevision with which Bell had 
been waylaid argued, to Mason's mind, 
that Tyler knew where and at what 
time to expf-ct his enemy.

The intelligent, clear eyed quality 
of the man instinctively found its 
complement in Elsa McDonald Ibtifore 
lie had taken many steps into the af­
fair. Her attitude toward the case 
was much the same as his own, and 
although sin- had not loved Bell she 
felt a loyalty -to his memory not un- 
in ix*-d with a desire to remove -the 
shadow of reproach cast by her un­
thinking aggravation of a quarrel. If 
Tyler were inhocent it was In her in­
terest to prove -him so. In any event 
she vv’an.te.d the truth as keenly as did 
Mason.

Tho overseer visited her immediately 
after the inquest and obtained from 
her all details that might have a bear­
ing on the crime. (She supplied one 
fact of first importance. She said that 
on Tuesday she had received a note 
from Bell announcing that he Would 
call to see her on Wednesday In the 
hop- of finding her at home. Might 
it not be that some one had obtained 
word of the young man's movements 
from this, note? She added that she 
suspected one of her servants' a negro, 
of aiding CTyler In hie courtship 
through information concerning the 
McDonald family and its affairs.

Pursuing the investigation, Mason 
questioned the negro and elicited the 
fuel that he had been employed In 
some such capacity by Tyler. Under 
pressure he admitted that the kitchen 
of the McDonald place was a Ibusy i 
clearing house, for gossip; that rumors 
of an impending quarrel between the 
suitors had l>w*n discussed and that 

6ne uf !» » ha 1 ! varied of Belt's

>od leaning with 
a hand oni cither side of the doorway, 
and starting at the warlike apparition 
thus suddenly projected from the sun­
shine of a summer day. Finally, hav­
ing adjuste,} himself in some part to 
the situation, he spoke with a hard 
■mile.

% What’s wrong' Mason; taken to 
stickin' folks up for a llvin.'

‘Don't- try to work that game with 
me.' said tiie overseer, sharply. 'You 
know well enough what I’m here for. 
I'm a deputy sheriff, and I arrest you 
for tht murder of George Bell.'

Tyler started slightly and then 
s n eered^^i .̂

T don't what you're talkin' a-
bout. INuther do you, I reckon. If 
you’d given me half a chance you 
wouldn't ho slttln* there so sassy with 
your gun. Well, what next? Want 
my roll? Taint very big.'

Mason did not restrain a grim s-mlle 
of admiration.

'You're smart, Johnny/ lie said. I'd 
never be the one. to deny it. Just 
march over and turn your back to 
me, and ikcop your arms lifted. That's 
It. 3>lkely little pop shooter you got 
there.'

It was growing dusk when the towns 
people flocked to the street to watch 
the passing of a strange little caval­
cade. Tyler sat on Mason’s horse with 
his arms bound behind him. The over 
at-er walked ahead, holding the bridle 
over Ills arm, and with his rifle at a 
trail.

With the prisoner safely in Jail 
Mason and the Sheriff made the trip 
to Benjamin Tyler's again the next 
day to gather facts as to his nephew's 
arrival there. The planter said that 
on the Wednesday night of BeT's dls- 
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The delight of every boy and girl is to own a watch. 
Realizing this, we have determined to place a golden oppor­
tunity at the door of every little boy and girl througbor-t the 
country.

During the next two months until September rst, we will 
give to every little boy and girl sending us sevee new sub­
scribers to the ADVOCATE a handsome watch, chain ;tn»f 
charm. This is not a toy premium, but a reliable time­
keeper, t.UARANTEKi) by the makers and by OURSELVES. 
Hundreds of these watches have been sold by our local 
jewelers, and have given abundant satisfaction. WE ARE 
DETERMINED TO DOUBLE OUR CIRCULATIOM 
DURING THE PRESENT YEAR REGARDLESS 
OF THE COST. We have purchased two hundred 
watches for distribution among the little ones ; and they will 
be sent out to every little boy and girl sending in seven jivw 
subscriptions. Just think of it ! A GUARANTEED 
WATCH for only seven new subscriptions: ONE SUB­
SCRIPTION FOR EACH DAY OF THE WEEK. 
Get busy during Vacation ! ! Tell this story to youc Iriernls, 
and they will help you earn one of these watches.

RUL1ÎS. (i) As soon as you get a new subscriber, 
send his name in at once, together with $1.00 for a.6*M years, 
subscription in advance to THE ADVOCATE. When yens 
have sent in seven names and seven dollars the watch will he 
sent to you.

(2) OLD SUBSCRIBERS. An old subscriber paying- 
up all arrearages will be credited as a new subscriber pro­
vided he pays one year in advance. Write all names plai-nly 
md give address.

(3) This golden opportunity closes September 1st. Any 
little hoy or girl who has worked faithfully, and after seeding- 
in two or more subscribers, fails to get the remainder within 
the time limit, may write us of their troubles, an4 we will be 
pleased to forward special premium list, or gran* a—1 com­
mission for money sent in.
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The Advocate "Pub. Ceu,
Newcastle; N. R,


