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The Meat Boycott and ||
What it Means - ||°

J (By Ralph D. Paine, in Collier’s) 3
' N
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ANRED W. SEBELIN is the name of the man who quite |a
casually lighted the fuse of what provéd to be a national
explosion. He is the general foreman of a Cleveland
factory, and during a daily round of inspection on Friday, |t
January 14, he happened to chat with one of his men :11,)fmt
that insistent topic, the high prices of the necessaries of life. |t
Presently Sebelin picked up a scrap of paper and seribbled | e
thereon a resolution, in which he proposed to abstain from | o
eating meat for thirty days. 0
At noon he went to the shop dining
resolution in typewriting. The twenty foremen at his table
signed it with never a dissenting voice. Before the whistle
blew the recall to work, the twenty foremen were organized as |t
Next day 466 signatures were |c
factory. .

room armed with his

a ‘‘meat strike committee.’
obtained among the employees of this one

The crusade swept up thousands «f wage-earners in a (U
twinkling. It moved like a prairie fire. Within a week al-
most 100,000 people of Cleveland had foresworn meat.
Sebelin committee -was reenforced by the newspapers and |1

the agitation soon spread to a hundred or|¢

the Mayor, and ¢
more cities of fifteen states. 1

It is significant that this peaceable insurrection was not
get brewing by men out of work or harassed by starvation |?
wages. It was more like a Boston Tea Party than a ‘“bread
riot’’ or the uprising against the English Corn Laws. Sebelin |t
and his twenty foremen were much above the average,
for imulligvn(:t- and earning capaeity.  The great army of
industrial toilers who so promptly joined their cause were I
also working full time for good wages. s I

From Denver to the Aflantic Coast and south to New Or- :

: : 1
Jabor unions were endorsing :

leans, mass meetings were held,

to the doors, while clergymen, educators, and
business men of solid station framed a resolution demanding
¢¢gome action by the State and National Governments—
either legislative or otherwise—wliich shall reduce the prices
of the of life ‘to-a reasonable level.”! In the|,
pame week the Federal Government was_putting the Beef |
Prust on trial charged-with violating the Sherman Law; a
grand jury in New Yoik Oity was investigating the (‘nntml’}
of the meat and milk supply; the Missouri Legislature \\':15‘
considering similar aetion, and the National Congress was |
discussing the need of overhauling the general problem of |
high prices.

In Rochester
to drum up reecruits for'the
throughout the region of

Faneuil IHall

(

| (

necessaries

(

|
|
an endless chain of postal-cards was st:n't(wll
“meat strike.’”’ In'Pittsburg and |
iron and steel the men who earn
their wages by long hours-of the most exhausting bodily toil |
cheerfully went without. meat, which- had been the mainstay |
of their diet. A miner who was seen coming .out of a butcher |
shop with a package under his arin was set upon by his|
zealous comrades and soundly thrashed. . 1
The fight against the inereased cost of living sprv:n}'
with swiftness from the ranks of the wage-earner to the Tanks |
of the man on salary or.in business for himself; and woman, |
who has worried and suffered most bécause of the problems |
of the household budget, put herself on record in organizec
revolt, and petitions, pledges, and resolutions were «~i1'(-ul:11w\“
in a thousand towns and cities by suffragette and anti-suf-
fragette, by the Daughters of RebeRKAK and the Daughters of
the Revolution. |
The direct results were soon visible.. Prices of fresh meats, |
butter and poultry, both wholesale and retail, sud- |
in Washington, Milwaukee, Omaha, Cleveland, |
and other widely .separated cities.” On |
the other hand, the cattle raisers of the Western States and |
the farmers of other regions, alarmed by the crusade, with- |
held shipments lest they might be hurt by a falling market. |
And where a surplus began to accumulate, the distributers |
of the perishable food supply, placed the boyecotted ])rwj'
‘
‘
\

of eggs and
denly tumbled
Baltimore, Buffalo,

increased

ducts in cold storage,- to await events, or the |
shipments of frozen beef to England. This counter move-

ment naturally turned the tide of ‘prices toward the former |
high levels. The main trend, hewever, was downward, afford- |
ing a respite or breathing r-‘pt-l] from what has become a |
struggle for existence in the average American home.

The retail dealer, who was emulating the get rich-quiek |
the corporation from which he got his supplies, has |
been coerced into contenting himself” with smaller profits. If
he happened to be an honest man, who dealt fairly with his
customers, he was caught between the devil and the deep sea
and foreed to put up his shutters. Hundreds of butecher |
shops, sixty of them in Pittsburg alone, have been compelled |
to (l\m business because of the ban placed on steaks, chops, |
and roasts. This phase of the movement has been hard and |
unjust in many instances, striking at the little fellow instead
of the ‘man higher up.’’ Yet, on the whole, it has helped |
to fix the responsibility for extortionate prices and to throw |
some light on a problem hitherto befogged. For example, re-
eent investigation has discovered that the average (liﬂ'(*rrm-(-:
between the wholesale and retail prices of meat is almost 40)
per cent. In some cities it is less than 20 per cent., while
in others it runs as high as 50 per cent. In case of milk this |
tax is even larger, amounting to 100 per cent., the farmer
receiving only four eents per quart wheén the consumer is

charged eight cents.

spirit of

Spectacular as the meat boycott has been, its causes, and
not its results, are the vital issue.  Amn immense -amount of
grumbling, of rostlessness, of actual suffering, and a bitter
sense of injustice, must have been seeking expression, else
that bit of paper upon which Foreman Sebelin happened fto
serawl his resolution would not have been the tinder
It is now evident that popular opinion has
refused to believe that high prices are wholly due to the in-
ereased supply of gold, to the. failure: of the farmer. to keep
pace with the demands of the consumer, and to national extras
Three causes are blamed today by’ the
people and the press: (1) The tariff, (2) the trusts, (3) the
greed of the middleman and the retailer. Other explanations
have been angrily swept aside. The public holds that the
natural laws of supply and demand have been side-tracked

to serve selfish ends.
The American wage-earner and salaried worker and small
o s business man—that 1s to say, 13,000,000 of the 15,000,000
families that comprise the nation, and whose incomes .are
less than $1,200 a year—have seen the average cost of living
inerease to 60 per cent. in twenty years, while wages have-in-
ereased to no more than 25 per cent. "This is the issue in a
nutshell. So long as the most recent protective- tariff was in
the making, this average ‘American was dumb, but now he
elamors to be heard, and declares that the Payne-Aldrich
schedules, instead of giving him relief here,

so great a blaze.

vagance and waste.

the protected manufacturer ‘has failed to increase wages in
anything like due proportion. juie

The present agitation condemns the
in the same breath as twin brothefs in iniquity.
latter, the Beef Trust. is the chief target.. Coal,
increase in cost, but war
at present the average family must spend almost 50 per cent
ef its income for food.
supply of fresh and salt meats of all kinds, and to a large
extent its butter, lard and poultry,
erganizations of Armour, Swift, Morris,
Packing Company,
of $700,000,000 annually.
ly combining to manipulate prices at their will to- fatten divi
dends. ; '

In
hands of the Federal Government that the paeking house cor
porations at that time composing this trust, or virtual’ mono
poly, were guilty of fixing the prices of
every ecity or distributing
of secret meetings held weekly.
diverted from one point to another
prices artificially. Territory was divided, after the manne

maintained was produced in-pvidence. A central gaency wa
secretly conducted for the pyrpose of blaték-listing the retai

house or who shopld faikto pay his bill# pemaptly, to the hou

eharges: ‘Thdependent
deliberately undersold’ in gyger to drive
throttle competition.
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Federal Court of Chicago.

Beef Trust.

the Beef Tiust, which,

public by Armour & Company,
ings of 35.6 per cent. on a capitalization of $20,000,000.

but because the famous ‘‘immunity bath
The | Humphreys to the trust officials who appeared as witnesses.

chiefly responsible.

1
both | eattle ds previously because the Beef Trust kept the priw-i
of beef on the hoof as low as possible by wiping out the com ]

steadily advancing. ‘

to kindle |

only added to his
burdens, because while prices are higher than they ever were,

tariff and the trusts
And of the
lumber,
clotlking, and other common needs have shared the staggering
is raging mainly around the market
basket and the dinner pail:and.with good reasom, because

Wholly apart from the gother faétors
that affect prices, it is commonly believed that the nation’s

is controlled by the great
and the National
which altogether transact a total business
These corporations are ostensibly
independent of one another, yet they are charged with'secret-

1902 it was shown by documentary dvidencd fifi 41
- To put it in another way, the retail price of American beef
.lin London was about the same as the wholesale price in New
York. The explanation of these singular facts is that offered
concerning the sale of American watches, bicycles, and sew-
ing machines abroad for much less than they can be.bought

all kind® of yneat in
centre of this country by means
Shipments were curtailed or
in order to maintain
r|sity of seeking some kind of protection for himself and his
of feudal barons, and within agreed defired boundaries the
members of the trust agreed not-to compete with one anothet.
The secret telegraph code by which these agreements were

butcher who should bty meat of an independent packing
every week with no do}&:’s allowed for, mjistakes or disputed
dBR ™4 'both wholedale and retail, were

fhemsto the wall and:

. ‘Q ¥ n* y .
All this evidende was ldid h'(',f-ore‘]'udge‘Qrpssel‘lp ip the

He promptly issued a temporary
1juction forbidding these practises, and a few months later,
fter hearing the trust’s defense, made his injunction perman-
nt.

Several years later Secretary Garfield of the Department
f Commerce and Labor conducted an investigation of the
His report surprised those familar with the in-
ide history of the packing industry, inasmuch as most of his
nergy was focused in proving that these corporations werc
nable to earn more than tWwe.per cent. profit on the total
mount of their annual sales. This verdict was welecomed by
gince then, has continued Lo whine that

hat for the year ending October 2, 1909, Swift & Company
ould show net earnings of 13.6 per cent. on a capitalization
f $60,000,000, which rapitalization has been increased $40,-
00,000 within the last ten years. The first statement made
last year, revealed net earn-

While from time to time the methods have been changed
o avoid exposure and punishment, the packing houses have
ontinued to fix prices and check competition by means of
‘gentlemen’s agreements.’’ The Federal prosecution waged
nder President Roosevelt was futile, not for lack of evidence,
7 granted by Judge

tecently agents of the Government have again gathered new
vidence which forms the basis of the present proceedings
n the Federal Court of Chicago. !

In defending high prices, the packers who control the
iation’s meat supply elaim that a shortage of live stock is
During the decade from 1900 to 1910,

e Western rancher found it unprofitable to raise as many

otitive market for live stoek in the stockyards of Chicago, |

Zamsas City, St. Joseph, Omaha, and other selling points. In|
pany instanees the rancher turned farmer because he was |
‘airly starved out of the cattle business. In three years, end

ng January 1, 1905, the value of the beef ecattle in the l'nitwl‘i

eeurring, and it, of course, represents the decrease in price
f beef on the hoof, the cost of meat to the consumer was |

When demand inereased with the growth of population |
ind the rising price of corn made it more costly to fatten|
.attle, the wholesale price of beef was naturally pushed up- |

game time yielding
are employed to create ¢“eorners’
manipulate prices.

each case containing thirty dozen, are
ing the summer, when they
the country districts for from fourteen to
dozen,
open market inevitably increases the

to sixty cents per dozen.

warehouses.

valued at $25,000,000, is annually placed in cold storage and
sold in winter for forty cents, or more, per pound.
more than 120,000,000 pounds are frozen every year.
the winter months the housekeeper finds that she must pay

them.
is really robbed
warehouse.
of the extortion of the middleman as a factor in the general
problem of the cost of living.
at sixteen cents a dozen, he does little more
cost of feeding his hens.
reaps profits of 200 or
but never a penny of it finds its way into the farmer’s pocket,
and the consumer bears the burden.

ness as a menace to the general welfare, since the

regulation.
in restraint of trade
the possibility of
the purpose of ¢¢aornering '’ food supplies, is neither remote

gixty cents per hundred-weight
summer, thereby causing the death of hundreds

great corporations, one with capital stock of $30,000,000, the
llr‘“‘l'

a fair return on the captial invested, they
' in perishable foods and to
we
mo
era

from 3,000,000 to 5,000,000 cases of eggs,
placed in storage dur-
an be bought at wholesale in
gsixteen conts a
Withdrawing this huge quantity of eggs from the
price of fresh eggs

For example,

lea
ger

to the consumer in the season when they ought to be cheapest. | a ]
During the winter these storage eggs are sold for from fifty I

Within twenty years the total out-

its profits from each animal slaughtered are so pitifully small | put of the American hen has increased geveral hundred per |wh
hat only by means of the very vastness of its operations can | cent. faster.than the population of this country, yet the aver- | wr
it glean even a modest return. The fact of the matter is|age price of eggs has been steadily advanced, and is higher | sp¢

today, even in winter, than before there were cold-storage| wo

for
ma

In the same way more than 100,000,000 pdunds of butter,
Of poultry,
Yet in

of his legitimate profits by the cold-storage
This is, perhaps, the most conspicuous example
ine
When the farmer sells his eggs
than pay the

In winter the cold-storage company
300 per cent. from these same eggs,

to

Cre
mé
the cold storage busi-

Legislation has begun to recognize
outbreak

of the meat boycott, and several measures have been framed |wi
for the purpose of bringing its prices under some kind .of |th

The tendency toward combination and monopoly |a
has invaded this field of production, and
for | T!

ev

a storage warehouse trust, organized

in the middle of a broiling
of babies.|a

It has been illustrated alsé in the conduect of the various local | W
milk trusts. In New York, whose supply is controlled by two hi

ed

jo

of milk was recently advanced from eight to nine cents

Redeliffe Church, where his uncle was sexton. The child wae

geized with a wild long

pidity.
The old parchment

tury monk

parchments to give them the

derful game that the lonely, dreamy
joke.

had spanned the

Redeliffe Church.
spelling, phrasing and obsolete words and so yellow was the

Rowley

ring to know what these old documents
re about. With such parchments for text books and his
ther for teacher he quickly learned to read. After that hie
70 for education was as great as had been his former stu
He went to another charity school, but there he eould
rn little. All he cared for was to pore over ancient mana-
ipts and to study the history of half forgotten bygone days
documents were few, so Chatterton hit om
Jlan of making new ones of the same sort.
je invented a character Thomas Rowley,
and began to write poems and bits of history
he pretended were by Rowley. He seribbled these
parchment, imitating the queer old-time
forth in verse and prose the literary
rk of the imaginary Rowley. Then he would discolor the
look of extreme age. And he
providing himself with ‘‘hand-
It was all a beautiful and won-
lad had devised as a

a fifteenth een-

ich
itings on sheets of
Jling and setting

ind he had the faculty of
de’’ ancient manuseripts.

Meanwhile Chatterton had been apprenticed to a lawyer

much higher prices for chicken, turkey, or duck. than when |and had met numbers of the richer Bristol folk. He wanted
the farmer shipped his fowls to market as the dealer ordered | to mingle with such people on vqu:nvl terms. Also, he was tired
The farmer, who is blamed for prevailing high prices, | of playing his ¢ manuseript game’’ by himself. When, in 1768,

a new bridge was opened with mueh ceremony at Bristol he
sot to work writing a deseription

(‘‘by Rowley’’) of a med-
wal friar’s impressions of a fifteenth century bridge that
game river. He turned this manuseript over
a local paper, saying he had found it in an aged chest at

So perfect was the imitation of aneient

wkling parchment that he was believed. The ‘‘discovery’’
wle a great stir.

All this encouraged Chatterton to ‘‘“find’’ a number of
’'s poems and historie aneedotes. These were received
th full belief. The fame of the ‘‘discoveries’’ spread
roughont England. Next Chatterton pretended to unearth
history of Bristol’s earliest churches and from stained

| gerolls traced heraldie ancestries for self-made men of wealth.

o whole thing was part of his ‘‘“manuseript game.’”’ But

eryone was deceived. ~ The “‘Rowley’’ poems espeeially

the movement, and the ”“4.‘?”_]'”.\ ‘1“'“ IIYI'I(,I‘LY’“ ‘““” ll"”“,gl:.lg“""l‘ States deeclined $163,000,000, -while there was actually a slight | nor fantastic. The public has learned by hard experience |were hailed as veritable gems of literature. They were quot-

By hundreds ol ”]““'\.:m.dh ‘.)t e bt “l””“';L ‘ n. -):ll “;”‘ﬂ'.t, inerease in the number of cattle raised during these vears. | that no merey is shown the econsumer if dividend ean be in-|ed, copied, praised. None suspected that these masterpieees

- a campalgh l'“””“,.“.v:'\ :“I.“}m‘:l 7\11]1 1.“: 1h ‘;g'-”}'. i ftfnlllﬁ Thereafter the supply began to diminish, and quite lu;_f;(':lll\.it'l‘vilk‘f‘tl. This was conspienously shown by the Ice Trust, | of verse were the work of a half-educated fifteen-year-old
eat meat. Do you? Staid Boston crowded her Venerablt| w1, thig immense shrinkage in value, $163,000,000, was | which advanced its price in New York from twenty-five to boy.

content with local fame. He sent

But Chatterton was not
batch of the ‘‘Rowley’’ poems to ondon to Sir Horaece
alpole, one of the foremost statesmen and literary lights of
g time. Walpole read the poems with amazement, He prais-

them to the skies and was ready to proelaim himself a
int discoverer of rare manuseripts from bygone centuries.

THE PRICE THE FORESTS PAY FOR YELLOW JOURNALISM

CHANGE THIS

1S IT WISE TO
|
ward, but the paeker was largely responsible for
| that fewer cattle were raised. With every increase
| cost of live stoek, the consumer has been squeezed in an ex-
‘m'hit:mr ratio. TFor instance, the inerease in the price of
from 1907
|or 21.4 per cent,,
| $18.50.to $24.50,
ceht, more.
the trend of prices, the Beef Trust has been shipping vast
quantities of meat abroad. In 1909 the value of the meat

| dairy products exported from this country was $131,390,642. | bution;
from the home market may be under- |
| stood if it-is explained:that the average expehditure of the|

|
|

| What this takes away

| American wage-earning family for fresh meat, eggs, butter,
and cheese is about $100. The amount of these staples ex-
| ported, therefore, would supply throughout the year 1,310,000
households.

[f one seeks causes for-the meat boycott and the sense of
wrong that inspires it; let it be further considered that these
exported meat and dairy products do not leave America to
seek higher prices than can be obtained at home.
not .hampered by the natural laws of

‘n the markets of London-than in the butcher shops of New
York or Chicggo.
to the Atlantie Coast,
expenses
it in London several cents a pound cheaper than the same
kind of meat can be bought.for at home. In England he
comes into direct eompetition with the frozen beef of the
Argentine. In the United States he has no competition worth
the name, because he is doubly protected, both by a tariff
and by the machinery of a trust or monopoly.

In 1909 the British markets used 551,748,700 pounds, or,
in round numbers, one-half billion pounds of frozen meat from
the United States, and about the same amount from the Ar-
gentine. In_ order to hold this market, the Beef Trust was
compelled to meet the prices at which South American meats
could be laid down in London at a profit. Dyring the height
of the present agitation, when the packers were refusing to
make any notable reduction in prices, which are higher than

send it across the ocean, including all

3y

York and London as follows:

In London In New York
to 19 cents 23 to 28 cents
6 to 20 cents 20 to 24 cents
«..12 to' 16 cents 14 to 18 cents

EToh ot e S Sae N | 5
* Round steak ...
Chuck steak

in their own country. The e¢onsumer now realizes the neces

pocket-book, as well as for the producfs of his factéries.

exorbitant prices.
r | abundance, when prices 'are 'ldwest,
emptied,
ing supply
‘it doe§ nothing of the-sort.
storage warehouses in the United
800 of them. Instead of serving
$ el ' ;"\;’-; + &

the fact|per quart. :
in the | Attorney so prompty began to investigate the alleged mon- |p

;(;[)(l]}', ‘|
hogs, | night.
to 1910, was from $7 to $8.50 per liundred pounds, | to the econsumer,
while salt pork, by the barrel, jumped from | for the middleman.

or almost 33 per cent., and hams cost 50 per | his milk
{ and has f
While a shortage of live stoek is given as the reason for!ed to the farmer.

and | in order to ¢cut down the excessive cost of handling and distri-

A trust is|
supply and demand. | many staple
This American dressed and frozen beef is sold today cheapér 1 for

In other words, the packer can ship his beef | cent.;

of cooling, handling, and transportation, and sell |

this country-has ever before known, beef was selling in New

Akin to the iquegtion of the shortage of meat at home, as
caused by the export market, is the part played by the cold-
g |storage warehouse in creating’ an artificial level of prices.
1| Theoretically, the cold storage warehouse ought, to check the
It is filled during the gepsons of greatest
‘and is' presumed to be
during the unprqductive winter months, thus keep-
and demand in touch with each ofher. In practice
. In '1904 there were 620 cold-

States; in 1910 there are
the public need and at the
il

th
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INTO THIS

Popular protest was so violent, and the District-

that the price went back to eight cents within a fort- | (
It costs 100 per cent. to carry the milk from the dairy |t
of which more than 25 per. cent, is profit ||
The American dairyman today who sends |
to the city is barely able to make both ends meet |i

On the one hand, the retailer

|
is told that he must cuml)ino!\
(

on the other, every combination of dealers in food |«
supplies thus far undertaken has resulted.in higher prices to
the consumer, because of the shameful fact that greed is so
prevalent and the doctrine of the square deal so little heeded
in corporation control wherever competition can be diminished
or eliminated. The ery is that the country needs more farm-
ors and better farmers, else there can be no escape from th("
grip of advancing prices, and that population has far out-
stripped the nation’s production of staple foods. This is
not true. In fifteen years the population has increased no |
more than 15 per cent., while in the same time the cost of
foods has risen more than 100 per cent., such,
example, as the following:

Wheat, 100 per cent.; corn, 106 per cent.; flour, 66 per
eggs, 204 per cent.; butter, 153 pet cent.; potatoes,
100 per cent.; beans, 147 per cent.

Where the shoe pinches worst is among the people who
receive, not wages, but salaries which have not been appreci-
ably increased during the last fifteen years. This is why the
meat boycott gained such incredibly rapid headway, as an
issue of moral protest, among what may be called the ¢¢mid-
dle class’’ of supposedly well-to-do Americans. Unless one
faces the facts as coldly set forth in figures and percentages,
it is difficult to realize that the average cost of living has
inecreased 60 per cent. in a little more than twenty years,
and that to come out as well at the end of the year, the man
who received a salary of $1,200 in 1896 must today be paid
$1,920. If $5,000 a year was a handsome income in profes-
sional business life then, its equivalent today is $8,000.

After laying the blame at the doors of the trusts, the
tariff, the distributor, and the ratio between supply and de-
mand, there remains a large reckoning with national waste
and extravagance. This year, as one item in a long list, $280,-
000,000 worth of automobiles will be manufactured and sold
in the United States. The purchaser will think he is paying
for his car, but he is mistaken. The American consumer pays
for it in the final issue. The money comes out of your poc‘k-
ets and mine as profits taxed on the necessaries of life some-
where in the chain of links between the farm, the forest, and
the mine, and the household budget necessities must be levied
upon to pay for luxuries as inevitably as sunrise. When the
newspapers announce an ‘‘unprecedented rush’’ of tourists
to Europe, the man who stays home at work is paying the
piper. Larger profits are demanded than the preceding gen-
eration was contented with, and a little more profit is taken
here and a little more there until the total tax becomes a
staggering burden for the average man to carry.

FAMOUS FAKES IN HISTORY OF WORLD
A SICKLY 7-year-old boy, Thomas Chatterton, was expell-
ed from the charity school at Bristol, England, in 1759
0ee 4 RECANSE, he was so stupid he could not learn to read or
W’?ito. "He was the only son of his widowed mother, a poor
.semamsiress, )¢ ‘ "
It was while he was idle after leaving school that Chatter-

Torturers*
ring

All England was ready to follow where Walpole led.

ound none of the joyous prosperity popularly credit- | ton replied with a stinging satire.

his luck

proud was he that he let no one know how poor he was.
wrote
them he was making a fortune and that great men were his
dear friends.
|ings on buying presents for his mother
and clothes for himself.
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THIS?

But the
oet Gray (author of the ‘‘Elegy Written in a Country
‘hurchyard’’) examined the ¢“Rowley’’ poems and declared
hem frauds. Walpole, in fury, denounced the lad whose
yraises. he had just been singing. Too vain and pompously

self-complacent to forgive thie hoax and-to see the real gen

us in Chatterton, he wrote most insultingly to him. Chatter

The boy was not discouraged. IHe went to London to try
as a writer. There he starved. He eould get ne
'mployment that would pay. He lived in a garret on bread
ind water, and often had nothing to eat at all to eat. Yet so
He
letters to his mother and sisters in Bristol, telling
He spent the few shillings of -his literary earn

instead of getting food
Once his landlady, knowing he had
nothing to eat for three days, invited him to dine with her.
The proud youth refused, saying he had just eaten heavily.
All night he wrote and all day tried in vain to sell his
poems or satires to one editor after another. He said the
moon inspired him, so he usnally wrote by moonlight. Won
derful literary works he created in his bare garret, but no
where could he find recognition.

Finally, in August, 1770, when he was only seventeen,
Chatterton spent his last penny on a dose of arsenic. Next
morning he was found dead in his attic, all his unsold manu-
seripts lying, torn to fragments, about his body. He was
buried in a pauper graveyard.

After Chatterton’s death Walpole wrote too late in glow
ing terms of the lad’s genius and tried to excuse his own be
havior toward him. Wordsworth named Chatterton ‘‘The
Marvellous Boy.’’ Other great poets delighted to do honor
to the memory of the young genius who had been allowed to
starve in obscurity and disgrace. At Bristol a monument
was erected to him, bearing this epitaph, which he himself
had written:

“To the memory of Thomas Chatterton. Reader, judg

not! If thou art a Christian, believe that he shall be judg®

by a. Jigher Power.’’

A NEW USE FOR BLOTTING PAPER

N Germany blotting-paper is used to clean machinery. To
woollen refuse, sponge cloths, and jute waste are the m
terials usually employed for the cleaning of machines an

parts of engines which are soiled by dust and lubricating sul
stances. The better varieties of cotton waste are very go0
for scouring purposes, but the cheaper grades are charge
with dust, and in using them a sponge cloth, specially man
factured for the purpose, is employed.

In using blotting-paper for scouring purposes the use
cotton waste is decreased, and the sponge cloths are entir
dispensed with. On an average the German workman rece
ed, under the former system, two hundred and fifty grams
cotton waste, one.new sponge cloth, and one or two renovag
ones every week: Now he is supplied with one hundred
fifty grams of cotton waste, and about eight or ten sheets
blotting paper, at a cost of two and a half cents, or one-t
the cost of the cotton waste.

The paper is nof only cheaper, but it does not soil
machinery with fibres and dust, as do the woollen refuse
the sponge cloths. It is also less combustible than o
cleaning materials, and if it should be caught in the ma
ery while engines in motion are being cleaned it tears @2
and the workmen run no risk of having their hands d

®

ton found sbhme discolored fifteenth century parchments in the
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into the machinery,
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