
DEBATES AND PROdEEDINGS

gratified than he to fi-i that the work on the
vanal haýl heetn pronerly prosecited, but the
representations of sm (lf lis constituents
had iolined hin to the contrarv hel ief". W i t1-
ont aditti at all th. corr-ctnes oft Mr.
Luries report, it ini t le thiriy sai.i thjat lic

lié Who'> recci' ed i . 11. time w1hen it was
mnade withi appîrdbe i m, mighlt eousi.!ntly
proce-ed witl the work mer existing 1i" lm-
stavces. That offleer, in the beginning of his
rport, har said hat any one looking, at a )ap
o' Cape Breton, must see the necessity -f a ca-
nal, anld nuist a huit tlat the time would comne
for it construction. That timue lad coule, and
hail come sooner than had beean expected, and
there was not the slightest ground for hasing
on that report an objectioi to the undertaking
-any one reading it carefully iust see that
Mr. Laurio looked forward to the in-yvitahle
nvecssity for the construction of a canal. and
anly oae viewinlg the large develot'inmt of th>e
prosîperity of Caple Breton must admit thejus-
tice of the expenditure.

Mr. BL ANCHAiD saii hA had little expecta-
tion that such a dlebate would have ariseu from
his eîquiries. fle was glad, however, thatdu-
ring is progress tha question had assurned
ïarger proportions; his object; was that the at-
tion of the goveinmentî should be drawn to the
necessity of providing for commituunicatiou be-
rweten Cape Breton aud Pictou for t- purpose
of connecting with t-he railway and with the
line of steamers from Quebec. Be was gia 1
to hear it admitted by the leaders of the gov-
erument and opposition that the claims of the
island were greiat, ani hoped the result would

b practical and beneficial.
Mr. ARCHIBALD said that afrer hearing

st.aements about the large and increasing
trade of Cape Breton be felt disposel to ask in
what respect canal accommodation was more
necessary no w than before, the trade along the
coast was of far greater importance, for tli
large amount of coal raised from the mines
could not come tbrough the lakes, but would
come along the coast to Halifax, or go to the
United States, and whatever sum of money
wias. explended, (and be spoke fromn the opin-
ions of persons more intimately acquainted
with the subject, and better able to judge than
tle mcmnber for Richmond), not a cargo
of coal would corne by that route.
The Sydlney coal would find its way
up the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the United
SItes or else to Halifax. It was tiu e that the
condition of Cape Breton was vas*ly altered,
b)ut it was li suîth a way as to require more
rapid communication with the capital for per-
sous transacting husiuess,and the canal would
rather obstruct that than otherwise. Facili-
ties for travellers and fur liglt goods were
necessary, but as for the coai trade and hea-
vy traflic he did] not hêsitate to say that when
completed the canal would.be fouud to be per-
fectly useless.

Mr. C(jHURCiILL said that the canal was the
illogitimate line of railway, and the one must
lie supported as well as the other. As to the
muerits of the St. Peter's canal he would be dis-
pî.osed to coucur in the otinion of Mr. Archi-
bald, bat as th>e work lad heen begna on acer-
tain priuciple the legislature should not devi-
ate from it. Hle thought there was no doubt, in
vourse of time, the work would be more bene-
ficial than was generally suppposed, for new

resources were being every day developed in
the islanid, and in course of time a consider-
able quant)ity of coal woulh tlnd its way by
that route if tIhe uinl were ever finished, but
th t. was io- oli.

N r-. MiLLER saH lha>t if tht- mvember for Vie-
tiria ere pý hn le -ould show that he him-
--I wouhl shi i rge ' -ui it l-s of coal tbrouglh
tle cia ual, anl lhat min-. wei c being discove -
edt along th borders of the lake which could
not be worked until navigation was olened.
The leader of the opposition was therefore very
much iastray, and it was grttifying to know
thaz the opinion of the hon. uember for Hauts
was against im.

Hon. PRov. SEC. remarked that thte name
Bras d'Or Lake ought to be a suilicient gua-
ranleee for au auriferous character.

Mr. ARCIIBALD replied that there wotld
be as munch gold as coal shiped by the Canal.

Mr MILLER replied that if the navigation
was opeued for coal gold would follow.

PETITION.
Mr. LOCKE.î presented a petition fron Shel-

hurue in reference to the establishment of
huoys.

LUNACY LAWS.
Mr. ARCHIBALD called attention of govern-

ment to the condition of our laws in reference
to luntacy, which he said seemed to be a com-
bination of three codes of law entacted at dif-
ferent times The revisors had feltitheir bands
tied comparatively, aut had merely iucorpor-
ated the existing provisions leaving them
such a mass of confusion that one could hardly
iell how business relating to lunatics was to
be managcd. He said ho would state
one or two instances to show the ne-
cessity for an alteration; under 1le present
law it was competent for any two magistrates
to arrest a person proved to be a lunatic,
and to cause bim to be imprisoned and sent to
bis place of settlement, where he woild be
kept in custody at the expense of the overseers
of the poor, and if such person had property
the overseers could obtain possession of it, but
if two other parties should interfere,instead of
arresting him lu that way he could bue sent to
the hospital at ialifax, at the expense of the
county; and the same law aut.horizing such a
course fails to render it obligatory on the keep-
er4 of the asylum to detain the lnatic, so that
ho mi-ay be agaiu returued at the expense of
the connty, and kept at the expeuse of the
overseers of the poor. The county bad no
means of being iudeinuified for Its expense.
whatever property the person might possess.
This was only a rnall portion of the difficulty
that beset every one who had to deal with this
busiuess. The appointment of a guardian
could be obtained froni aJudgeofthe ßupreme
Court, but there was no provision limiting
the guardianship. Another case of §bscurity
was where persons had been charged with cri-
mimal offences and acquitted on the ground of
insanity; there were in such cases certain pro-
visions authorising confinement but they were
inadequate. Under the existing system about
$6,000 had accumulated as the arrearages of
Counties and it was quite clear that cousider-
able sums were paid from the Treasuiry whicle
would not he chargeable on the counties and
the conuaties were subjected to unnecessary
expense. He suggested that a bill to remedy
these anomalies be introduced and, at the re-


