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glittered like gold.
“Yer a gay ol’ cleanerj” exclaimed 

the black boy, as he lolled in blissful 
idleness on the top step. “Now go 
ahead with the other rail.”

But Theodore threw down the rags.
“Notr much,” he answered. “I’ve 

done naif your* work an’ you can do 
the other half.”

“Oh, come now, finish up the job,” 
remonstrated the other. “’Tain’t fair 
not to, for you’ve made that one 
shine so. I’ll have ter put an extry 
polish on the other to match it.”

But Theodore only laughed and 
walked off saying to himself, *

“Rather think this’ll work first- 
rate.”

He went straight to a store, and 
asked for “the stuff for shining up 
brass,” and bought a box of it. Then 
he wondered where he could get some 
clean rags.

“Per’aps Mrs. Hunt’ll have some,” 
he thought, “an’ anyhows I want to
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see Jim.”
So home he hastened as fast as his 

feet would carry him.
Good Mrs. Hunt was still a little 

cool to Theodore, though she could 
see for herself how steady and in
dustrious he was now, and how much 
he had improved in every way; but 
she had never gotten over her first 
impression of him, founded not only 
on his appearance and manners 
when she first knew him, but also on 
Dick’s evil reports in regard to him. 
Now that Dick himself had gone so 
far wrong, his mother went about 
with a heartache all the time, and 
found it hard sometimes to rejoice as 
she knew she ought to do in the vast 
change for the better in this other 
boy. ;
! “Is Jim here?” Theodore asked 
when Mrs, Hunt opened the door in 
response to his knock.

“Yes—whafs wanted, Todfe?" 
Jimmy*1 answered for himself before 
his mother could reply,
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morrow?” Theo questioned.
“No, he can’t, an’ you needn’t be 

temptin’ him,” broke in the mother, 
quickly.

"Oh, come now, ma, wait till ye 
hear what he wants,” remqnstrated 
Jimmy, in whose eyes Theo was jugt 
about right.

“I wanted him to run my stand to
morrow,” said Theodore. “I’ve got 
somethin’ else to ’tend to. There’s 
plénty o' fellers that would like to 
run it for me, but ye see I can’t trust 
’em an’ I can trust Jim every time.”

Jimmy drew himself up proudly. 
“Oh, ma, do let me stay out an’ do 
it,” he cried, eagerly. “It’s Friday* 
an’ we don’t have much to do Fridays 
anyhow, in our school.”

“We-ell, I s’pose then you might
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Mrs. Huntstay out just this once,1 

said, slowly, being fully alive to thé" 
advantages to Jimmy of such a 
friendly feeling on Theo’s part. She 
recognized Theodore’s business abil
ity, and would have been only too
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there’s one more thing I want. Hâve 
you any clean old rags?”

“For what?”
“Any ckind o’ soft white cotton 

stuff or old flannel will do,” replied 
thp boy, .purposely leaving her ques
tion unanswered. “I’ll pay you for 
’em, of course, if you let me have 
’em.”

“Well, I guess I ain’t so stingy as 
all that comes to,” exclaimed Mrs.
Hunt, sharply. “D’ye want ’em now?”

“I’ll come for ’em after supper,” 
answered the boy, thinking that it 
was best to make sure of them, lest 
he* be delayed for want of them in 
the morning.

(To bo continued.)
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