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Hon. Canon of Worcester Cathedral, and for the 
past eleven years Rectoi of St. Mary's, Bryanston 
Square, W. Mr. Leigh is a moderate High 
Churchman, and, like the members of the Wilber- 
force family, is a strong advocate of total abstin
ence. He is in his 54th year, and took a degree 
at Cambridge in 1862. He was ordained in the 
same year to the diaconate by the then Bishop of 
Worcester, and after serving various curacies, 
became Vicar of Leamington in 1877. After 
holding that living for six years, he was appointed 
by the Canon to the Rectory of S. Mary’s, Bryan
ston Square, which he now vacates to return to 
the West of England and to the diocese adjoining 
that in which he served his first curacy.

THE ROGATION DAYS-A GREAT OPPORTUNITY.
BY H. D.

We are all complaining and fretting because of 
the V hard times.” Money is scarce, we are so 
poor, the stipends of the clergy are reduced, 
mission funds all overdrawn, the depression is 
general. We need to do more than fret ; self- 
examination is required. The truth that “ all 
?ood things someth from God,” that “ it is the 
blessing of the Lord that maketh rich,” should be 
republished. The Church qalls us to prayer and 
fasting on April 29th, 80th, May 1st, 2nd—the 
Rogation Days. The boolnjrf Homilies contains 
“ an Homily for the Days of Rogation Week.” 
There is also an exhortation which begins, “ we 
be now assembled together, good Christian people, 
most principally to laud and thank Almighty God 
for His great benefits, by beholding the fields 
replenished with all manner of fruit, to the main
tenance of our corporal necessities, and for our 
food and sustenance ; and partly also to make our 
humble suits in prayer to His fatherly providence 
to conserve the same fruits in sending us season
able weather, whereby we may gather the same 
fruits,” etc. The Rogation Days give the clergy a 
great opportunity of publishing the truth, “ all 
things come of thee, 0 Lord,” and add to the im
portance of our harvest festivals. It has been 
suggested that the Monday should be devoted to 
intercession for temporal blessings, especially for 
a good harvest, the original subject of the “ Roga
tions ” ; the Tuesday has of late been usually kept 
as a day of intercession for foreign missions, and 
the Wednesday, less generally for home missions. 
Certainly these days should not pass without at 
least one special service. The Gospel for the 6th 
Sunday after Easter contains our Lord’s promise 
that whatsoever we shall ask in His name, His 
father will give us. This Sunday is called Roga
tion Sunday. The Rogation service ought to be 
as popular and as general as the harvest thanks
giving service. The collect for Rogation Days, 
drawn up in 1689, is “ Almighty God, who hath 
blessed the earth that it should be fruitful, and 
bring forth everything that is necessary for the 
life of man, and hast commanded us to work with 
quietness and eat our own bread ; bless us in all 
our labours, and grant us such seasonable weather 
that we may gather in the fruits of the earth and 
ever rejoice in Thy goodness, to the praise of Thy 
Holy Name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.”

kin. No two sisters could be more alike in nature 
and more identical in blood—” own sisters of 
the same parents, young nations compounded 
of the same elements, the same origin, 
substantially the same history : “own brothers,” 
K^arated by the world’s whole girth, seek
ing their fortunes in opposite directions/ but 
keeping up a loving correspondence and deep 
interest in one another. The completion of the 
British naval girdle of the earth in the links of the 
Pacific steamship line is like the meeting of long 
severed friends, the joining of hands long separ
ated from the loving clasp.

“ THE CIRCUIT IS COMPLETE,”

the electric current of loving fraternal sympathy 
runs swiftly to and fro : the messages are frequent, 
the opportunities of intercourse multiply rapidly, 
the occasions of friendly interchange of interests 
increase. In every way the bonds of long-severed 
friendship—nay, relationship—are being solidly 
knitted and woven together in a material, secular, 
and even social way. Literally, even, thousands 
of men and women here have brothers or sisters 
there : myriads of Canadians have equal myriads 
at least of Australian cousins. The very differ
ences of climates and products and conditions 
make their lives more mutually interesting and 
useful—more complementary of each other’s needs.

WE CAN “ EXCHANGE VISITS

AUSTRALASIA.

No two parts of the world have so much reason
to cultivate amicable relations and manifest a 
practical interest in one another as Canada and 
Australasia. Geographically they are the very 
antipodes of one another, but otherwise they are 
the closest and ought to be the dearest of

now with ease and comfort, free from enormous 
expenditure of money, and time—the very pros
pect of that becoming a common personal experi
ence is a relief and a joy. Our public men have 
been “ feeling the pulse ” of this renewed family 
relation, have been assaying the qualities of the 
existing circumstances lying between, have been 
“ testing ” and experimenting on social points. 
They have been suggesting and showing the way to 
the “ publics ” of these two continents, acting as 
pioneers or heralds of the great family reunion. 
The confederation of the Canadas—the confeder
ation of the Australias—these are but the begin
nings of the movement : rather the preparatory 
steps for the initiating of the great union of these 
young giant-children of the British mother,

SCIONS OF BRITANNIA 1

Nor are Canada and Australia the only colonies 
or rather groups of colonies interested, touched, 
affected by this movement for imperial federation 
and reunion. There are large settlements in 
Asia, others in Africa, others elsewhere than on 
these continents. None of these can be otherwise 
than moved by the opening amenities between 
their “ big brothers,” Canada and Australasia. 
They are bound sooner or later to join the social 
circle. Whatever form the ultimate “ family 
gathering ” may assume, the thing is almost a 
fait accompli —so nearly so that eyes brighten and 
nerves tingle already on all sides at the thought of 
what is to be. How the dear old mother land must 
rejoice at this prospective reunion of the disjecta 
membra, over whose wide severances, of necessity, 
she has mourned so many years—generations, 
indeed, now 1

SHALL THE CHURCH BE APATHETIC ?

Can she be ? One of the strongest strands in 
the essential feeling of unity which runs through 
all branches of the English-speaking race—especi
ally those who have kept close beside the mother
wing of Britain—is the solid religious element 
represented most thoroughly by the national 
Apostolic Church of Britain herself, by whatever 
name the association may choose to call itself 
abroad, “ Protestant Episcopalian,” or what not. 
This religious strain cannot possibly be ignored.

it is bound to find expression in some 
form—wrong and perverted, in some meaem* 
rather than not at all. There are I'hurch sy® 
pathies underlying—sheathed within—all then 
secular and ordinary connections and relations

WE SHOULD GIVE THEM EXPRESSION.

No one can read the accounts received of the 
sayings and doings at Hobart Church Congre®
without feeling the thrill of the thought_■« they
are our brothers,” though they live as it were11 <® 
the east side of Jordan.” No river or ocean- 
Jordan or Pacific—can abolish the feeling 
religious familiarity and association, fidelity to the 
same Faith, descent from the same stock, which 
animates these separated sections of the great 
Anglo-Catholic or British Catholic Church Com
munion. The Congress gave expression to this 
feeling in more ways than one, and we should do 
well to reciprocate when we can. If the example 
of the “consolidation of the Canadian Church” 
so affects them as a good example, there are per
haps lessons that we might learn for our benefit, 
if we were to cultivate a closer study and «.gsocia 
tion with our Australian brothers. We have our 
Church share in this great family reunion I
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FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.

FREDERICTON.

Quite a “ breeze ” has been created in some of the 
deaneries of the diocese by the 11 Proposed re
arrangement of work,” copies of which are now is 
circulation in the localities chiefly interested. The 
committee appointed by the synod have the matter 
in hand, and it is anticipated that the committed 
proposed scheme will provoke some very interesting 
discussions at the next meeting of the synod. The 
object in view is to re arrange and enlarge the work
of several of the incun’ bents of parishes as to supply

louldthethe more remote sections of the diocese. She 
scheme now proposed receive the sanction of the 
synod, the number of vacant missions in the diocese 
would be reduced to five.

The Easter services in the majority of the pariah# 
are reported as being unusually hearty—the congre
gations large, and the offerings, in some cases, ex
ceptionally generous.

His Lordship, the Bishop of the diocese, sailed w 
the “ Oregon ” from Halifax on the 7th inst., fori 
two months’ visit to England. Church people every
where will unite in the prayer that our beloved 
Dioceian may return greatly benefited in health by 
this much needed rest.

The Rev. E. B. Hooper, rector of St. George's
ireso haChurch, Moncton, has been compelled to forego 

work for a time owing to a sore throat. The Bet. 
Wm. Eatough, curate of Trinity Church, St. John, 
took duty at St. George’s Church, Moncton, on the 
8th inst.

Rev. D. B. W. McKiel, some while rector of 8t 
Martin’s, has been elected rector of the Church ri 
the Good Shepherd, Fairville.

Rev. C. W. McCully, vicar of the Cathedral, 
Fredericton, preached at Trinity Church, St. John, 
on the 1st inst., at the 11 a.tn. service, and also at 
the evening service on the 8th inst.

QUEBEC.
Marbleton.—A chapter of the Brotherhood of Si 

Andrew has been organized in St. Paul’s PariÉt 
Marbleton. Twenty members have been enrolled. 
Business meetings are held weekly on Tuesday even
ings. The officers are : director, Rev. E. W. Weary, 
rector ; vice-director, Rev. T. S. Chapman ; secretary, 
J. Andrews, Esq. ; treasurer, S. Bennett, Esq. Th*P 
is a reading room well supplied with papers, mag*: 
zines, books and games, which is open to the mro» 
the place on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from 6 to 9.30 p.m. It is to be hoped much good 
result from the undertaking. .

Church Society.—The anniversary celebration <* 
the Diocesan Church Society began on Wednesday 
evening, the 4th inst., with a grand festal service ® 
the Cathedral of Holy Trinity, Quebec, at 
there was a very large congregation present. Besides 
the Lord Bishop of the diocese and the city clerfjb 
there were present the Bishop of Vermont, 
deacon of Quebec, Canon Foster and the Rev. B. ■ 
Brooke. The surpliced choir occupied the new 
choir stalls, and the musical service was exceeding J
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