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The three main branches of knowl-
edge are God, the Universe, we our-
gelves. Does God exist? God, the
Supreme Being, whom we conceive as
the fount of all life and love ; God,
who fashioned us, and whom we ex-
pect to see in the blessedness of an en-
during life, does God exist ? or, is His
name but & hollow sound, mocking all
the desires of my heart, and my hopes
for the future ? The Agnostic replies,
I know not. The Universe, this
mighty machine, which carries in its
arms a thousand suns, does it exist ?
or is it a mere creation of my fancy,
having no substance outside the walls
of my imagination? The Agnostic
again answers, I know not. Do we
ourselves exist ? Are we live flesh
and blood, or are we but spectres of
our own minds, mere bodily shapes,
and nothing more? The Agnostic
here agaln makes answer, I know not,
and, what is more, 1 never can know.
Between him and this knowledge there
is an impassable chasm, which he can
never hope to cross. As far as he may
venture to offer an copinion, however,
those three important objeots are but
the mind's images, pictures painted on
our own imaginings.

¢ Strange phantoms rising as the
mists arise.”

WONDROUS ACHIEVEMENTS OF SCIENCE.

Physical scientists have conquered
this century by the magnificence of
their trinmphs in the study of matter.
Their spectroscopes have revealed the
constituent elements of suns and stars.
Their geological surveys have shown
written clearly on the rocks the history
of life from the eozoon up to man.
Their telescopes have surprised, in the
milky way, planets in the very process
of creation. Their microscopes have
brought the invisible within the range
of vision. They have gone abroad
through the physical universe, weigh-
ing, measuring, analyzing, foretell-
ing, and they have begun to feel as if
nothing could be hid from the instru-
ments of their research. This is de
serving of our highest gratitude no
less than of our unbounded admira-
tion. But exciusive attention to any
pursuit has a tendency to narrow a
man's sympathies. Men who spend
their entire lives in exclusive, or al-
most exclusive, devotion to investigat-
ing the properties of matter, are, if
they breathe an irreligious atmos-
phere, very apt to forget that there is
anything else. ‘‘ We have swept the
heavens with our telescopes,” say the
agnostic astronomers, ‘‘and have not
found a God.” ‘‘We have searched
the brain with our microscopes,’ re-
mark the agnostic physiologists, ‘‘ and
have not found a soul. ' *‘* We discern
in matter,” wrote Prof. Tyndall, *‘ the
promise and potency of all terrestrial
life.” In a word, all things are mat-
ter, or the products of matter, and the
existence of God is a superfluous hypo-
thesis.

It is unnecessary to remark that the
discoveries of science have nothing to
do with such teachings as these. We
find Christian, God-believing, God
tearing men in the foremost ranks of
the scientists of to-day ; yet, in face of
this fact, the agnostic prophets conjure
up the antique and wrinkled spirit of
Agnosticism from its Grecian tomb,
where it lay two thousand years at
rest, and arrayed it in the youthful
and jewelled garments of Modern
Science, and presented it to living men
as the young and potent goddess which
has dethroned Christianity and all
forms of religious belief.

HOLLOWNESS OF MATERIALISM,

What is written on the brow of this
spurious divinity ? No God, no soul,
no future life, no human Iliberty—all
things are matter. Goodness and
beauty have no higher pedigree than
sugar and vitriol. Duty is only a form
of selfishness, holiness another name
for sense satisfaction ; the moral law,
that supreme and rigid standard of
right and wrong, becomes identified
with material pleasure ; and morality
disappears in the quicksands of Agnos-
ticism like the lost Laird of Ravens
wood in the Kelpie's flow.

CIVILIZED DARBARISM,

And so this, forsooth, is nineteenth
century progress ! DBotter that this
age should return to the barbarism of
the historic German forests ; better the
cannibalism of darkest Africa! Pro
gross, what sins are committed in thy
name ! Science,what degradatious are
proposed under the shield of thy magic
power ! Were the Vandals, those gig-
antic intellectual barbarians, to return
and pillage and wreck the literatures
of the world, as they burned the librar
ies of mediaeval Kurope, the less wounld
be insignifizcant ; but, may heaven
forefend us rom those moral barbar
ians, who would devastate, strike out
and burn out of our natures the divine
soeds of morality, and leave all the
dignities of our being a seared and
blackened forest, the forgotten ashes
of that divine being that was once
called man !

THE GREAT CIVILIZER.,

Agnosticism has failed, and it be-
hooves us to see what spirit has van-
quished her. It behooves us, it con-
cerns us, to look at the Church and to
admire the majestic vision, One fair
morning, twenty centuries ago, the
spirit of God descended upon a small
society, composed of twelve poor fish
ermen, and bade it go and conquer the
world I'his baby society, clad in
human infirmity, but still endued
with the power of the Invisible Spirit,
goes forth to re create and re-civilize
humanity. It presentsitself before the
walls of the greatness of imperial
Rome, and it finds that august com-
monwealth politically, socially and

morally hideous, To the proud, im-
perious and corrupt city she proclaims
the unwelcome, the ‘‘un - Roman,”
principle of universal brotherhood,
and a new political civilization is in-
augurated—a civilization in principle
democratic which kas been constantly,
though silently, all the way up the
ages, and, despite innumerable diffi-
culties, making the world democratic ;
and which will make it entirely demo-
cratic before the twentieth and twenty-
first centuries shall have been rolled
on the wheel of time. For democracy

alone is true liberty, and in
true liberty alone can the Church
of God move with full untram-

meled wing. Before she came there
were men, there were nations ; now
there is humanity. She proclaims the
principle of equal rights to all, and
she inaugurates a new civilization.
She proclaims the law of liberty, of
conscience ; not the State, but God, is
the supreme rule of right and wrong,
and she inaugurates a new religious
civilization. Three centuries of silent
prayer in the Catacombs, three centur-
ies of holocausts of martyrs’blood, cry-
ing to heaven, not for vengeance, but
for mercy, and the triple blessing of
political, social and religious civiliza-
tion and liberty, which we enjoy in
such full, unstinted measure to day
descended from heaven and erected a
perpetual dwelling-place in the hearts
of men.

THE GREAT AUTHOR OF PROGRESS,

But this three fold civilization would
have been incomplete had mnot the
Church implanted in modern socisty
the mighty principle oi progress. The
empire of the Cazsars was but in the in-
fancy of progress, and yet it thought
itself at the height of all human en-
deavor. Inthe pagan civilization all
is perfect, complete, stationary ; it
built its temples, chiselled its statues,
wrote its poems, and considered them
as ideal. The Christian civilization,
neither in philosophy, nor in poetry,
nor in art, has anything which it con-
siders conplete. ‘‘ Be ye perfect as
your Heavenly Father is perfect.”
The ancient civilization cannot rise
above the earth, it defiesits heroes, but
it cannot give them higher than earth-
ly bliss. Its demi-gods are away in the
Elysian fields, crowned, rewarded, but
unhappy. Achilles longs to return to
earth, he pines after his lost strength,
his ancient prowess. He is only a
shade, and all the deified heroes are
only shades. Ancient civilization has
nothing higher than the earth to offer,
the new civilization has heaven. The
pagan civilization was cloyed and sat-
isfied ; the Christian civilization has
infinite aepirations, its motto is ever
excelsior ! as it passes through the vil-
lage of this life

The Church has impressed its image
on the modern world—o* rather Jesus
Christ, the great civilizer, the great
author of progress—has impressed His
image on it through her.

THE CHURCH IMPERISHABLE,

And as we contemplate this singular
and unique spectacle of the Church
marching up the ages, ever triumph
ant, ever radiant, ever beautiful, as
empires and nations, creeds and kings
fall around her and decay, we are
compelled to ask what has given her
this immortal youth ? Why is she
alone living among the dying and the
dead ? Why is she alone imperish-
able, permanent among the fleeting,
unwrinkled by time? Why can you
single her out among things human,
why has she alone the marks of im
mortality ?

The Church is eternal and indis-
tructible because she is of God. She
carries God in her arms, and she alone
can give Him to humanity. To de-
stroy the Church it would be necessary
to pluck God out of the minds and
hearts of men. She has but a breath,
and yet this breath is more vital than
all the energies she has seen spring
into existence around her. This
breath is the Spirit of God, the Holy
Spirit. By this spirit she lives and
moves and breathes, by this spirit she
is indestructible.

THE WORLD NOT THE CHILD OF CHANCE

The Church panoplied in divine
armor draws swords with agnosticism
Exultant the agnostic leaders rush to
storm the religious and scientific fort-
rosses. No oracle of Delphi, no
heaven-sent prophet, no high occupant
of the chair of Peter, ever spoke with
such infallible voice as those scientific
popes of the nineteenth century.
There is no religion, no God but
science ! is the cry ; and the religious
and scientific world stands aghast at
the awfulness of the crisis, She hears

the strange doctrine preached and
paraded everywhere that the world

came into existence by chance, the
gport of an accident. And she knows
full well, and she teaches in reply to
agnosticism, that it the world be the
work of chance all science must perish,
science and chance are two irreconcil
ables, and that the devotees of science
when they blindly preach such a doc
trine as this, while they think they
confer a boon on science, only bring to
science her own destruction.

The Church on its human side has
made mistakes in the past: on it
human side it very likely will make
mistakes in the future. The agnostic
writers have laid such errors on the
shoulders of the Church. This to Cath-
olics seems a pitiful display of weak-
ness. Why should ecclesiastical abuses
and corruptions, which certainly have
had a parallel in the apostolic twelve,
be taken from the human side of the
Church, where they rightly belong,
and be transferred to her divine side?
Why should opinions of individual,
bodies in the Church, but not speak
L ing in her name, be arrayed against
her, as if she were responsible for
them ? But if the Church of God has
ever taught & wrong doctrine from the

beginning, and agnosticism can prove

it, may the torch of light be dashed
from her hand, and may the be
stricken by her enemies.

DETHRONEMENT OF UNREASON,

But the lips of agnosticism have
been struck dumb., Those mighty
doctrines that she heralded with so
much pomp and power, with such scien-
tific infallibility, bave fallen into
scientific disgrace. The anti Biblicane
antiquity of our race, the Darwinian
theory of evolution, and the Simian
origin of man, these with the other
agnostic tenets, have all receded be-
fore the search-light of the most recent
investigations of science. Agunosti-
cism, the theory of the supreme un-
reason of the universe, the Goddess of
unreason is dethroned : the sceptre is
taken from her brow, the royal gar-
ments are stripped of her shoulders,
and now we see her as she is, a miser-
able picture of moral and scientific
poverty, a bundle of vain conjectures,
wild assumptions, and empty prophe
cies.

Agnosticism enters into history as a
failure. Looking at the present as it
emerges from the agnostic struggle,
there exists the ominous fact that out-
side the Church of the many millious of
our population but one in ten are
church goers—that is, practical Chris
tians. Agnosticism is gone, but it has
left this wreck behind it. Except in
the Church, the Christian wor'd is con-
vulsed, has lost its moorings, and al-
ready is trembling

ON THE BRINK OF UNBELIEF.

And to increase the calamity we see
respectable divines, who should be the
pillars of the creeds they profess, sap
the very foundations out of Christian-
ity. The divinity of Christ, the el
cacy of the sacraments, the inspiration
of the Bible, and all the other sacred
truths, without which religion is ren
dered meaaingless, we find distii=
guished Christlan teachers denying
every day. Novelty is the fashion of
the hour : men wear their religion as
they wear their clothes ; the latest sen-
sation becomes the latest style, and
men are tossed on every popular wird
and do not know what to believe.
RELIGION OF THE FUTURE,

Mr. Holmes, in his ** Professor at the
Breakfast Table, " remarks: ‘' The
good, the true, the intelligent men
around us know that the active miud
of the age is tending more and more to
the two poles, Rome and Reason.” Mr.
Holmes utters half a truth. Roman
Christianity saall be the religion of the
future. But Rome is not the opposite
pole of Reason ; Rome and Unreason
are the poles.

Roman Christianity shall be the re-
ligion of the future, for no people,
much less Americans, want creeds that
change ; they want the unchanging
truth as Christ Himself uttered it.
No people, much less Americans, want
creeds that are shocked by agnosticism
or the other ‘‘isms.” They want the
Christianity that is built on the rock—-
the rock that withstands the dashings
of the waves and the rushings of the
winds of all the ‘* isms” that may come.
No people, much less Americans, want
their churches to teach them politics.
The calm, independent silence of the
Church in the last Presidential election
was an object lesson that struck every
thinking man.

The universal tendency to Christian
unity augurs one future Church.
Amidst the changing, decaying Chris-
tian creeds the unchanging, undecay
ing vitality of the Church singles her
out, so that he who runs may read, as
the
GLORIOUS CHURCH OF THE FUTURE.

The Church is the stay of the present
and the hope of the future. Some
twenty-five years ago it was taken for
granted that she was an effete, medi-
wval superstition, and men would
sooner turn their eyes for the true
faith to Constantinople than to Rome.
The Church was distrusted, as the em
bodiment of grossest ignorance, and
a Catholic would now and then hear
from a non-Catholic friend such a re-
mark as this : * Iam surprised that a
man of your intelligence should belong
to the Romish Communion.” Happily,
all this is changing ; the eminent non
Catholic universities will now welcome
a Catholic scholar to their halls. The
press, secular and religious, shows
itself deeply conversant with Catholic
teaching. And no one who has a re
putation to lose, unless he be a back-
woodsman or a bigot, will arraign the
Church as wanting in any form of
progress.

SHE LEADS, NOT FOLLOWS,

The future battles of Christiauity
shall have to be fought and won by
her. We already see the two great
armies massing their forces and mov-
ing toward the two poles of human
thought. Here stands the Church, the
visible society founded by Jesus
Christ ; toward her are moving all
those Christian bodies now so much
fonging for nuity and certainty. The
invention of printing has accelerated
the march of the Church a thousand
years, though up to now, unfortunate:
ly, she has not made good enough use
of it. The advance of democracy and
of democratic form of Government are
bringing a corresponding increase of

civil and religious liberty, which
means the proportionate spread of
Catholicism.  Already Japan has

opened herself to democratic ideas ;
and, as time moves on, the curses of
despotism and social caste will be lifted
from the necks of those vast Eastern
peoples, and they shall rise to enjoy the
incomparable gifts of civil and relig-
ious freedom. The rapid facilities of
modern locomotion and travel are more
and more bringing men together and
nearer to one another. Democratic
froedom of the press, democratic facil-
ity of travel, democratic liberty of
speech and opinion—with these what a
glorious future for the Church of
Christ !

A PROPHETIC VIEW.
New heresies shall rise, false science
shall gird the sword. Butas an Albert
the Great, & Saint Thomas, a Duns
Scotus, wrote *' Summas,”’ condensing
all the truths of Divine revelation and
exhibiting their harmonies with true
philosophy, so new doctors ehall arise
in the twentieth and twenty- first cen-
turies and shall construet new Summas,
in which Catholic dogma shall be illu-
mined with all the brightness of
science. I await that hour, and I weep
at the thought that I ehall not be
present.
The Church has marched from the
prese. , scattering all the blessings of
modern civilization, liberty and pro-
gress as she moved along, bearing in
her hand raised aloft the torch of
Divine faith, her face radiant with the
smile of Divine hope ; on her lips the
accents of Divine love ; her step, her
motion, her limbs, elastic with the life
of Holy Spirit. A dove white as light,
calim, serene, who seems to have the
eyes of God, is visible in the heights of
air over her, poised with outstretched
wings. And from this Holy Spirit
there proceeds a flood of encircling
light, as from thesun. And her gar-
ments are white as snow, and she ap-
pearsa Divine, a transfigured crea-
ture. And, lo! there is heard a voice:
‘* Go teach all nations.”

ONE SHEPHERD, ONE FOLD,
The Church has fulfiled this miesion
up to now. And now, overshadowed
by the same spirit, and obedient to the
behest of the same voice, she marches
into the future. All the good men and
true are turned toward her, and she is
pointing to them to come. The Divine
Master said : ‘* There shall be one fold
and one shepherd.” 'This is her mag-
nificent future ; all peoples in her, and
in unity and in harmony. Harmony
of faith, harmony of science, harmony
of poet’s song. We can distinguish
the voices of scientists as they mingle
harmoniously with the voices of poets,
prophets, saints. The anthem as
cends to the eternal throne: it is the
offering of perfected, Catholic, Christ-
like humaaity to Ged.

—_—————

Yellow Journalism.

The evil developed by what is called
‘¢ yellow journalism " is incalculable,
and Catholic parents should carefully
banish papers that may be classed
under the above named term, from the
homes. In New York the other day a
girl of fourteen who had been addicted
to reading these vile sheets and gloat
ing over their atrocious illustrations,
left a note addressed to her mother, in
which she said she was going to Jersey
City to drown herself. She was in-
duced to do this by seeing a newspaper
picture of a young girl suicide. This
note, of course, caused great uneasi
ness in the minds of her father
and mother, who sought high and low
for her. The aid of the police was
also invoked, and a general alarm was
sent out. The cause of all this trouble
was eventally found in the cellar of
the house, where she had been hiding
for twelve hours. A *‘ yellow journal "
printed a story a column long of her
supposed suicide, in which, according
to the New York Sun, it quoted her
‘*last words to a playmate,” described
her as ‘‘ one who had pondered on the
pros and cons of existence,” spoke of
her *‘ terrible resolve” and told how
she wrote  out ‘“her tragic
message, and then folded it up
and went out into the night.” It
concluded its sickening pathos with the
query : ‘*Did she go to her death ?”
This gave the girl just what she want.
od —notoriety, and with the account
was given what purported to be a pic
ture of the little pretender. The dime
novels, no doubt, are a great cause of
demoralization among boys and girls,
but they are no worse in their corrupt-
ing influences than ‘¢ yellow journal-
ism.”” Both should be condemned on
all occasions possible, and especially
by Catholics, in church, in school, and
in the social circle.—Sacred Heart Re-
view,
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Ayer's Hair Vigor tones up the weak
hairroote, stimulates the vessels and
tissues which supply the bhair with
nutrition, strengthens the hair itself,
and adds the oil which keepa the shafts
soft, lustrous, and eilky. The most
popular and valuable toilet prepara
tion in the world.

Catarrh Cured for 25 Cents

I suffered from Catarrh for years, and have
found Dr. Chase's Catarrh Cure the best that
I have used, and gladly recommend it to
Yours truly,

sufferers,

ITCHING PILES.

Some time ago I was completely
incapacitated for business by
Ttehing P I bought a box
of Chase's Ointment at Roper’
Drug Store, and on applying
it was relieved at once. I
have given it to others and

all have been relieved, It

CLRES\ i e CURES
CUTS Caledounia, Ont. PlLES
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icted with these skin torments
EWEN McKINNON, Hampton, P L1,

Price, 60 cts., all dealers, or EAmanson, Bates & Co,,
Torunto, Ont.
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... outinjury to fabrics.
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Freight

Establish

GENERAL FOREIGN AGENCY

11 MULLINS

Pirect to Naples and Geno
Direct to Cherbourg for Paris.

Direct to Rotterdam, Amsterdam
and the Continent.

trip cheerfully furnished.

Cork, Dublin, Belfast, Londonderry.

For particulars apply to

CANADA'S FAVORITE LIVE STOCK

o

sive addittons this ye Every Stockma
Artist, Inventor, ele., ete., specially inviied.

LT.-COL. F. B. LEYS, President.

TOURS from any port and on all European Railways.

WESTERN FAIR.

LONDON, SEPTEMBER 9th to 18th, 1897

The most completa Live Stock Buildings in America.

Entries close Sept, 9th, in all Departments.

LINES!
Tourist

Forwarding
ed 1883,

ST., Montreal.

PASSENGER AGENCY FOR LINES

a for Rome,

Direct to Gibraltar (Spain), Algiers (Africa).
Direct to Plymouth for London,

Birect to Boulogne Sur Mer for Paris.

, for all points in Holland and De'.

Direct to Hamburg for all points in Germany, Austria, Russia
Direct to Stettan for Germany, Austria, Russia.

Direct to Londonderry, and rail to any part of Ireland,
Direct to Glasgow for all parts of Scotland and England.

Direct to Liverpool for all parts of England and Scotiand,

RATES for any special

TOUR IN MARCH, 1808, TO ROME (For Holy Week)

Through Italy and France to Lourdes, Paris, London, Liverpool, Queenstown,

ALL EXPENSES $425.

good for one year from Liverpool, Glasgow

Return ‘1
, Londonderry or Iavre.

F. PENFOLD,
P. O. Box 247, MONTREA

Or, Catholic Record Office, London, Ont.

AND AGRICULTURAL EXMIBITION.

Mo e improvements and exte
n, Agricu wuris.,, Manufacturer, Da

Success assured.

SIE HASSEN BEN ALI, The Arab Prince,
.+ Has been secured to furnish and superintend the stage attractions,
Auction Sale of Booths and Privileges August 16tn, on the Grounds at 2 p. m
For Prize Lists, Programme ard Maps, apply to

SOULANGES CANAL.
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS.

EATED TENDERS, ac

ldre

ed to the un-
dersigned, snd endorsed, *Teader or
Lock Gates,” will be received at this office
sixiern o’clock on the ik day of Sep-
1897, for the consirueiion aud serting
orking order of sixteen pairs of Luck

Gates,

Plans and spec'fications of the work can
be geen on and atter the 6th day of Septeme-
ber, 1807, at the office of the Chietf Engineer
of 1he Department of Rallways and Canals,

Ot awn., Printed forms of tender can also
be « btained at the place named.

[n the case of tirins there must be attach-
ed to the tender the actual signatures of the
full name, the naare «f the occupation and
residence ot each member of the same, and
further, an accepted bank cheque for the
sum of ten per cent, of the amount of the
iender must accompany the tender. This
accepted bank cheque must be endorsed over
to the Minister ot Railways and Canals, and
will be forfeited if the party tendering oe.
clines entering into contract for the work at
the rates and on the terms stated in the
offer submitted.

The accepted ebeque thus xent in will be
returned to the respective parties whose
tenders are not accepted,

The Department goes not bind itself to
accept the lowest or any tenaer,

By order,
I

« K. JONES,
Seeretary.
Department of Railways and Canals, r
Ottawa, 21st August, 1897,
Newspapers inserting this advertisement
without authority {rom the Department will
not be paid for it. 4852

3

PEVC N

MAIL CONTRACT.

W

oEALED TENDERS, addressed to the Post-
O ‘master General,will be received at Ottawa
until noon, on Friday, 8th October, 1807, for
the convaa‘ancn of Her Majesty’'s Mails, on
a proposed contract for four years, 7, 13, 19,
25 and 31 times per week between London
Post office and Street Letter Boxes from the
1st January next,

Printed notices containing further informa.
ation as to conditions of proposed contract
may be seen, and blank forms of Tender may
be obtained at the Post Office Inspector’s
office, London, *

CHASN, FISHER,
Asst. Post Office Inspector.
Post Oftice Inspector’s Office,
London, 27th August, 1807,

985-3.

R. WAUGH, 57 TALBOT ST., LONDON,
Ont, Specialty, Nervous Diseases.

R. WOODRUFF, NO, 185 QUEEN'S AVIN

Defactive vision. impaired hearing,

nasal catarrh and troubiesome throats. Ever

teatad. elnsren adinatad. Houra 12 to 4,

[OVE & DIGNAN, BARRISTERS, |[ETC,,
418 Talbot street, London. Private funds

to loan,

THOS. A, BROWNE, Secretary.

I

|
|
|
| o
E S, npn + © Lo e

| The 'Keese Brewery CO. of Torenls, L6,
NPFCIALTIES
| Figh-clase English and{Bavarian Hopped Alecl
| XXX Porter and Stout.
FilasneriLager of world-wide reputatic
WOKEERRE, W.HAWKE, G, GIBSON
Pran Viee-Pres de0-Tro

High-Class

U
o Windovs

—n

Hobbs Mg Co.
London, Out.

o ABK FOR DESIGNS:

.. Bruer & (o

Toronto’s Leading Fashion-
able Tailors
222 QUEEN ST, E.

All work guaranteed first-class and up-to
date.

Try us and you'll stay with us

Prices Right.

A 1. C. FELL & CO
ENGRAVERS

Society Seals and Stamps

Finest work, lowest prics

in Canada, Write

ALON HOUSE

197 and 199 King E., . TORONTO.

J. O’Connor, Proprietor. Lately re‘):n\':\(;
ed and furnished throughout. Home m)m&
forts. Cholce brands of liquors aud cigar
Terms $10 0;per day.
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