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AGNOSTICISM AND THEiCHUHCH-
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(Delivered! beforslthe Catholic Summer School, and a new pollt‘ca.1 ctyilization ia iBut the llpB of agnosticism have t7mhB of‘Divlne ’reflation and

auk. is.) augurated—a civilization in principle been 8truck dumb. Those mighty ..... th«ir harmonies with true
The three main branches of knowl- democratic which has been constantly, doctrlm.8 that she heralded with so ^ 80 Bew doctors shall arise

edge are God, the Universe, we our- though silently, all the way up the much pomp and power, with such scien- ! p^jh d ( (i t u
selves. Does God exist? God, the ages, and, despite innumerable d.Bi- tlfl(. ^fallibility, have fallen Into [ i“i„““[XonstructnewSummas, 
Supreme Being, whom wo conceive as culties, making the world democratic , B(.ientllh disgrace. The anti Biblicau* . , catholic dogma shall bo illu-the" fount of all life and love ; God, and which will make it entirely demo- aBtlqulty ot 0ur race, the Darwintan ‘.“rTed wTth aU Ihe brightness of 
who lashionoJ us, and whom we ex- crattc before the twentieth and twenty- theory nf ev0iuti0B| and the Simian I f await that hour, and I weep
pect to see in the blessedness of an en- first centuries shall have been rolled orlgiB ol- man, these with the other , .. h, tbat f fbaj[ not be
during life, does God exist ? or, is His on the wheel ot tune, l or democracy agn08tic tenets, have all receded be- . ®
name but a hollow sound, mocking all alone is true liberty, and in fore the 8«arch light of the most recent p T A. h h rnarch^d from the
the desires or my heart, and my hopes true liberty alone can the Church instigations ot science. Agnosti- scattering all the blessings of
for the future ? The Agnostic replies, of God move with full untratn cism, the theory of the supreme un L)de,n'clvilizatt *Hubert y and "pro 
I know not. The Universe, this meled wing. Before she came there reason of the universe, the Guldens of | “"H’”‘she^ovedklon^b in
mighty machine, which carries in its were men, there were nations ; now unrea80n is dethroned : the sceptre is ‘ . . alolt°the torch of
arms a thousand suns, does it exist ? there is humanity. She proclaims the takeB from her brow, the royal gar’ nivlne laith her face radiant with the
or is it a mere creation of my fancy, principle of equal rights to a I, and meBt8 are stripped of her shoulders, ,, f j)ivi’n0 hopa . on her lip9 tbe
having no substance outside the walls she inaugurates a new civilization. and now w0 8ee ber a8 8he |8i a miser of nivine love : her step her
of my imagination ? The Agnostic She proclaims the law of liberty, of ab|e picture 0f moral and scientific . . b elastic with the life
again*answers, I know not. Do we conscience ; not the State but God, is poverty, a bundle of vain conjectures, Spirit!" A dove wMteasUght*
ourselves exist ? Are we live flesh the supreme rule of right and wrong, wild aB8Umptions, and empty prophe , ^ p . ,0 bavB tbe
and blood or are we but spectres of and Bhe inaugurates a new religious . r I calm, serene, who seems to nave tne
our own minds, mere bodily shapes, civilization. Three centuries of silent Agnosticism enters into history as a “"edwithoutstretched
and nothing more? The Agnostic prayer in the Catacombs, three centur- failurB Looking at the present as it AndPfrom this Holv Spirit
here again makes answer, I know not, ies of holocausts of martyrs blood, cry- emerge8 from the agnostic struggle, I * Broc8ed8 a uood 0f encircliug 
and, what is more, l never can know, lng to heaven, not for vengeance, but tbere ex|8t8 tbe ominous fact that out P theBUu And her gar
Between him and this knowledge there for mercy, and the triple blessing of 8ide the Church of the many millions ot “8“;' “ “Sta as mow and she %p-
is an impassable chasm, which he can political, social and religious clyiliza onr p0pUiat|0B but one in ten are Divine a transfigured crea
never hope to cross. As far as he may tion and liberty, which we enjoy in churth goers—that is, practical Chris |p » d in'1 there is heard a voice:
venture to offer an opinion, however, such full, unstinted measure today ,ian8 Agnosticism isgone, but it has I „
those three important objects are but descended from heaven and erected a jef, ,b|8 wrecg behind it. Except in I cmrpunn, o\-f fol->
the mind's images, pictures painted on perpetual dwelling place in the hearts the church, the Christian wor'd is con The Qhu^‘c‘b ba8 julfiled this mission 
our own Imaginings. of men. vulsed, has lost its moorings, and al B0W And n overshadowed

“ Strange phantoms rising as the tiie gueat author of progress. ready is trembling by the eame 8plrlti and obedient to tbi
mists arise.” But this three fold civilization would on the brink of unbelief. b;he8t ot the 8ame volcei 8he marchei
wondrous achievements of science, have been incomplete had not the And to increase the calamity we see i the future. All the good men ami

Physical scientists have conquered Church implanted in modern society respectable divines, w o s oui e t e I tfU0 ar0 jurne(j toward her, and she it
this century by the magnificence of the mighty principle oi progress. The pillars of the creeds they profess, .sap I intl t0 them t0 come< The Divint
their triumphs in the study of matter, empire of the Cmsars was but in the in- the very foundations out of Christian Magt0p gald . There shall be one folc
Their spectroscopes have revealed the fancy of progress, and yet it thought ity. The divinity ot Lnnst, the eniM and one shepherd.” This is her mag 
constituent elements of suns and stars. it6elf at the height of all human en- cacy of the sacraments, the insp ra o I nific0nt future ; an peoples in her, ant 
Their geological surveys have shown deavor. In the pagau civilization all of the Bible, and all thei other sacrea .Q unity and in harmony. Harmony
written clearly on the rocks the history is perfect, complete, stationary ; it truths, without which re gion s ren j ^ harmony of science, harmony
of life from the eozoon up to man. built its temples, chiselled its statues, dered meaaingess, we tind distil- poet’8 song. We can distinguisi 
Their telescopes have surprised, in the wrote its poems, and considered them guished Christian teachers aeuyirg the voice8 of scientists as they miugl< 
milky way, planets in the very process as ideal. The Christian civilization, everyday. Nove ty s e as on I harmoniously with the voices of poets 
of creation. Their microscopes have neither in philosophy, nor in poetry, the hour : men wear t eir re gion as I pr0phets, saints. The anthem as
brought the invisible within the range nor in art, has anything which it con- they wear their clothes ; the latest sen- cend8 t0 ,h0 eternai throne ; it is th
of vision. They have gone abroad aiders conplete. “Be ye perfect as sation becomes the ates s > e, ^!l I offering* of perfected, Catholic, Christ 
through the physical universe, weigh- your Heavenly Father is perfect.” men are tossed on every popular wkd llk0 humaaity t0 Qcd.
ing, measuriDg, analyzing, foretell- The ancient civilization cannot rise and do not know what to believe. ______ _______
ing, and they have begun to feel as if above the earth, it defies its heroes, but religionof tiie future. Yellow Journalism
nothing could be hid lrom the instru- it cannot give them higher than earth Mr. Holmes, In his Professor at the I -------
ments of their research. This is do ly bliss. Its demi-gods are away in the Breakfast Table, remarks : The The evil develoned bv what is calle
serving of our highest gratitude no Elyslan fields crowned, rewarded but good the itrue the intaUiBent men I ^ ..‘i8 iDcalculabl(
less than of our unbounded admira- unhappy. Achilles longs to return ,o e and more to and Catholic parents should carefull
tion. But exclusive attention to any earth, he pines after his lost strength 1lome a“d Re“on” Mr banish papers that may be classe
pursuit has a tendency to narrow a his ancient prowess. He is only a thetwo poles, Komeand Keason .lr F f , from th
man's sympathies. Men who spend shade, and all the deified heroes are Ho me. “ ^
their entire lives in exclusive, oral- only shades^ Ancient civilization has Cbn tlanl^8Q^ be the retl^10“girl of fourteen who had been addicte
most exclusive, devotion to lnvestigat- nothing higher han the earth to offer iu ure. Lu Home is not the oppost^ g * and
ing the properties of matter, are, if the new civilization has heaven. The pole of Reason , Rome and Unreason l 8trociou8 lllustrat10n
they breathe an irreligious atmos- pagan civihzatlon waa cloyed and eau *r!,‘„aS Christian!tv shall be the re ‘eft a note addressed to her mother, i 
phere, verv apt to forget that there is ished ; the Christian civilization has Roman Uhristianlty snail De tne re ,anything e J -We have swept the infinite aspirations, its motto is ever U^on ‘^e [tRure, for CUy ^0 dr^rn hers^ff * 4he wis iE
heavens with our telescopes,” say the excelsior as it passes through the vil- ‘tfc8 -t”™' theunchanging duced to do this by seeing a neaspap,
agnostic astronomers, ‘‘and have not lage of this life change, tb®y . if I oicture of a voune girl suicide Th
found a God. ” “ We have searched The Church has impressed its image ^ “ Christ “ “dwant note^of course? caused great uneai
the brain with our microscopes, ” re- on the modern world-o- rather Jesus No people, much less Americans, want . .
mark the agnostic physiologists, “and Christ, the great civilizer the great “ismt Thevwa c andm„therwh“soUghthigh audio
have not found a soul. ’ “We discern author of progress-has impressed H.s for her. The aid of the police w.
in matter," wrote Prof. Tyndall, “ the image on it through her. k al8° tnvoked' and a Benera' alarm w
promise and potency of all terrestrial the church imperishable. „f the waves and the rushings of the sent out. The cause of all this troub
life.” Iu a word, all things are mat- And as we contemplate this singular indsof aM tbe .. |8m8” that mev come I was eventally found in the cellar 
ter, or the products of matter, and the and unique spectacle of the Church *ndB°_____ . the house, where she had been hidir


