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Among all the particular pieties
which Catholics practice during the
different months of the year, there are
few,—If, indeed, there be any— which
themselves more readily and
to the faithful than the May

So popular, in sooth, have
these devotions become in this country
that it is now practically a universal
custom to hold them in our churches
May ; ard each year
ttendance of people at

commend
generally
devotions.

daily during
sees a larger A
these May services.

Popular as these devotions are, how-
ever, in this country and throughout
all Catholic Christendom, their origin
is not at all certain.
say of them what the learned and pious
Cardinal Bona once eaid of the devo
tion which the Church has always
rendered the Mother of God : i
commencement can not be shown ; it
was introduced by ro decree of & pon-
tiff, no sanction of & council, no custom
of known origin, but in every age and
and in all time the faithful have been
wont to honmor and venerate in the
highest degree the Queen of Heaven.”
The very name of the present month
would suggest the May devotions to
the truly Catholic heart, and In all
;r;br“"")’ it waa from snch a gource
that the devotions
And once the practice of con-
secrating May to the honor of the Im-
maculate Maid and Mother of God was
instituted, its eubsequent growth and
popularity were assured ; for the
beauty of the practice was sclf appar
ent, aud its efficaciousness was speedily
attested by the rich favors and graces
vouchsafcd to those who complied witk
its requirements.

While it is uncertain, however, wher
this appropriate and beautiful practic
first began—though it is probable tha
it is of ancient institution—we can finc
traces or indications of it as far bacl
as the fifteenth century.
even those who attribute its populariz
aticn to Blessed Henry Suso, the Dom
inican friar who died in the cdor ¢
sanctity at Ulm in 1365; and mentiol
is made by contemporary writers of
pious custom which prevailed in Man
tua as early as the year 1442 of ligh!
inga candle ou the aitar of the Blesse
Virgin daily during the month of May
Martin V., who occupied the PapeiSee i
the early part of the fifteenth centur)
granted Plenary Indulgences to all wh
fulfilled the prescribed conditicns o
the Sundays of May.
the propagation of the devotions, if n
their institution as they are now pra
ticed, to St. Philip Neri, the Oratoria
founder of the sixteenth century, whi
ofhers still pame Father Lalomia,
Roman Jesuit, as their originator, b
cause of the fact that in 1748 he pul
lished an Italian work entitied
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THE MAY DEVOTIONS.

In fact, one may

th of Mary.” As some one, ho
ever, has remarked, the appearance
that book was of itself evidence that t
devotions which it commended and t!
methods of which it set forth were
ready in existence.
It seems to be genmerally ackno
lledged that this work, Father Lalomi:
‘Month of Mary,” gave a great i
petus to the May devotions in Ital
The book was scon translated i1
other languages,
sought to promote crossed the Alps a
spread through France and otk
In France the de!
tion was propagated very wid
through the zeal of Madame Loulse
France, a plous Carmelite at St. Déd
who caused Father Lalomia's book
be translated into French and oth
wise urged the consecration of May
the Mother of God.
of her efforts and those of the mé
?‘enlous souls who co-operated with b
altars were everywhere bullt for
month of May,” saysa writer on
subject, ‘‘in cathedrals as we.l as
humble village chapels ; and at
present day it would be hard to fiu
in France, no
humble or obscure, that does not
ceive its fragrant offeri

and the plety

As a conscque:

the church, people make choiNLZH
;L‘lle shrine, or some Christian 1
“tr.co, wherein to hold their meeti
;ammes in the country, living &a]
'g(m others, lay flowerg at the fee
- eir statue of the Madonna, and
:}(l):xlt;dmg it at night, they offer
thelr prayers
el yers, and read some p
Why may we not imitate here

- and enthusia
French faithful e

month of May ?
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: ould find favor in thl
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> It was her bl
e caravel bore w
:}'?}‘lght the great discoverer of
“(atl.f'm world to this hemisphere
i 11‘1 her holy namo that the first
flonaries here began their self-sac
. : among the aborig
ﬂl:hc earliest American explorers
r.iri‘wcd the same name on the f:
me‘erls. gulfs, capes and lands

vai' \.Iand_in one form or another

ot ary's name ig written a'l

ur national domain.
lack gancticn for cur Marian devo!



