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nesota is not equal in quality to the soil of Manitoba. Calcareous
soils are usually fertile. And Manitoba has not only abundant
limestone everywhere, but every other element required to make
s0il unusually productive. Whereas, when you sail up the Red
River into Minnesota, the limestone disappears, and the valley
contracts to a narrow trough, only two or three miles wide, beyond
which the goil is thin and poor. But, notwithstanding all difficul-
ties, most of the emigrants to Minnesota are prospering. Hun-
dreds of thousands of hardy Welshmen and Scandinavians poured
into the new State, secured land under the Homestead Acts or
bought, it from Railway Companies, lived frugally —chiefly on a
bread and milk fare—for the first few years, and they are now
well-to-do farmers. Seeing that all the conditions for prosperous
settlement are more favourable in Manitoba, is it not easy to foresee
a similarly rapid development, if those entrusted with its destinies
and with the destinies of our great North-west act with the energy
and public spirit of which our neighbours show so shining an
example ?”

The fertility of the soil is beyond all question, and the excel-
lence of the climate is also an established fact. Of these, Mr.
Grant says—

« §peaking generally of Manitoba and our North-west, along
the line we travelled, it is impossible to doubt that it is ome of
the finest pasture countries in the world, and that a great part
of it is well adapted for cereals. The climatological conditions
are favourable for both stock raising and grain producing. The
spring is nearly as early as in Ontario; the summer is more humid
and therefore the grains, grasses, and root crops grow better the
autumn bright and cloudless, the very weather for harvesting;
and the winter has less snow and fewer snow-storms, and though,
in many parts colder, it is healthy and pleasant because of the
still dry air, the cloudless sky, and bright sun. The soil is almost
everywhere a peaty or sandy loam resting on clay. Its only fault -
is that it is too rich. Crop after crop is raised without fallow or
manure.”

We cannot forbear giving Mr. Grant’s description of the Rocky
Mountains—which are brought to our mind’s eye with wonderful
vividness—

«or the first three hours the trail continued at some distance
east from the valley of the Athabasca, among wooded hills, now
ascending, now descending, but on the whole with an upward slope,
across creeks where the ground was invariably boggy, over fallen
timber, where infinite patience was required on the part of horse
and man. Suddenly it opened out on & lakelet,and right in front,
a semi-circle of five glorious mountains appeared ; a high wooded
hill and Roche & Perdrix on our left, Roche & Meyette beyond, ;



