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The Farmer as a Mechanie.

There are those whe upheld the work of the
specialist until they would have the farmer as
helpless as the city man whke ocnly has to give
an order through the telephone and the mechanic
is on hand to do any work in any line meeded.
With the farmer all this is changed ; he is az
some distance from the city, and any mechanic
that may reside in the neighboring village is
likely to be only a third-rate hand, or ke would
have gone to a centre where better work and
greater skill are better paid.

In doing his work the farm hand of necessizy
has to learn something of handling tcols of
descriptions ; there are breakdowns on the read
in which his ingemuity is brogght cu:t in a
thousand ways. Sometimes a
be so badly stuck that he wou
tare out alome if he were nmot «
occasion im fixing ap
break that otherwise would
calculations.
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time, or the
time. Again, the maj
isolated that it requires more
carpenter or blacksmith shs
mend the break.

As winter a
Jobs that req

‘proaches

s}

may be placed in readin
of winter comes. For

QlLer reasons a

where tools of-ail

spring work comes on. A few boards will make
s- cold frame that will start many a delicate
vegetable. Why not turn them to account and
have early lettnce, tomatoes, cucumbers, or any
other vegetable you fancy, that not only contri-
bates to enjoyment, but is necessary to health.

Preserve the Mares.

The Yove of farm stock of all descriptions,
which is so thoroughly engrafted in the Anpglo-
o race in the old world, is just as firmly
emplanted among the same race of people on
his conti Particularly is this the case
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being added. The American trotter is bred up
largely from cleverly chosen specimens of the
galloping thoroughbred, and fresh infusion of
this blood has furnished the most wonderful
performers at the trot. Thus we see that a
certain strain of breeding may be exceedingly

powerful in its influence even when diluted by
several removes,

The first principles known to early breeders
was that ‘‘ like produces like,” and to this law
wasadded thegenerallyaccepted rule, ‘“breed from
the best.” To the successful application of
these two rules we are indebted for the advancs
that has been made, and the high degree of
excellence attained. In Canada we have any
number of mares suitable for breeding in each
line, but it is for want of studying the probable
effect of mating that results in such a large
proportion of failures. Personal interest often
iniuces a man who is quite competent to judge,
to give his advice how a certain mare should be
bred, quite contrary to what he would decide if
he were the owner himself, and it is strange
that men will flock in one direction, and breed
to a certain horse without any regard to the
type of mare they may possess. For example,

ee large useful mares of draught types teing
bred to a trotter. What the owner expects as a
result is hard to copjecture.
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Then, again,
a mare of capital quality, but perhaps a little
deficient in size is mated with a draught horse,
the owner doubtless looking for an improvement

in size. In each case there is a desire to realize
what is not possible to obtain witheut a loss of
the most important characteristics. The above
may be thought extreme cases, but they occur
every day. The art of breeding must be more
sely defined before success can be attained.
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should be aided by breeding to a
only has the characteristics in

whose breeding denotes the same

n loped in his ancestry. A deficiency
or weak point in & mare should be overcome by
treeding her to a horse which is especially
the mare is weak, but both should

S the same type. As
eder’s first maxim
then how can we sxpect
¢ form where none is
rength where nothing
in every essential point.
iesired, wide crossing is
almost certain to end in ppointment. Mat-
ing pare n points is what
constitutes true skill in breeding.
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