should be inserted before Oded. This latter is
In accordar *. with the three most ancient trans-
lations of the Hebrew text, the sqxu.glnt. Syriac
and Vulg-te. and is most bly the true read
ing. Took courage and put away, &c.
“ Animated by the se.-onable and pious address
of Azarian, Asa became a more zeal reformer
than ever, empl ing all his royal authority and
influence to extirpate every ve of idolatry
from the land,”— Yamicton. bominable
idols. The adjective mdle-la ehavah's detes.
tation of idolatry. Comy xv,, 12. and
1 Kings xiv,, 23,24. t of all the land.
Previous reformations had extending only to Jeru-
salem and the other chief cities of Judah (chap.
xiv 3-5,) this reformation em nook

corner of th: kingdom. Taken from
l(onnt Ephraim. ** He may have u:gmed
tilihol!rh raim, the conquest of which is not
recorded, (ch. xvil. 2} ; but it has been commoniy
that the reference is to cities which his

su
father Abijah had taker in that quarter (chap. xiii
19)." —7unmn. Renewed the Altar

“Dedicated it afresh, or perhaps enlarged it, that
-on mrllieu might be offered on it than ever

3 for it can not be su) that this
Iml 1o victims offered on it till the Sifeeent)
of the r of Asa, who had previously been so
zealous in restoring Divine worship." —ddam
Clarke. Before the porch —at the entrance
of the temple.

V.9. Strangers . . outof Ephraim
and Manasseh. *“The separation of the
klngdm'm had made llmr Israelite brethren
‘ur-n rs' or *foreigners,” to Judah.”

out of Simeon, * It is probable
um the bulk of the Simeonites had from the first
attached themselves to the more southern ki
dom, within the limits of which lay their inhen
tance (]mh xu, l) Mm it appears from this
p. xxxiv, that some of
mlhe limits of Judah and

Gen. xlix, 7,
'Mn it is prophesied ﬂm

tar

will be *seat
Some of these Simeonites now trans-

ftrnd their all ce to Asa.” —Sp. Com. Fell
to him out ¢f Israel in abundance. All
whose hearts for the pure worship of
ehovah, found their way back to the temple at
erusalem, and to the authoril house of
vid which had the promise of the Divine

V m. In the third month. Corn
ing with our June The time was the oc
the feast of Pentecost.

pond

on of

of lhe 8)

love of temporal things, but th b s 'r'.':'nﬁél
love ngs, it that t were

with lhcw -od? . Wehzh however,
from what follows, that tl\omuohdngdlbm
sacrifices was v.ot enough. " —Bart)

2. THE COVENANT.—v, Il1-14.

i
i

hen | S¢ding him a large bribe to breal

rts ; this was
in the next ver
Whuoevn woum not seek, &c.

second part Should

the compact.

E

THE CHRISTIAN m.m

be put to death
of the

Tt was an express com-

mandment See Exod, xxii, 20;
Deut, xiii, 9, 15 ; xvii, 27,
V. 14. Sware unto the Lord. That the

covenant might be preperly binding. With a
loud voice and with shouting. Joyous
decision, firm resolution, perfect uprightness, —
Barth,

3. THE HAPPY RESULTS.—V. I§.

V. 15. Rejoiced. They were not lor%fov
taking this solemn and important step,

found of them—See Jer. xxix, 1§,
them rest—Probably lasting tc years.

PRACTICAL LESSONS,

1. God adapts His ways with us to our ways
with Him, is truth is ‘aught in the 2nd verse
of the chapter most clearly

2. There is no worthy mmdn;lo God without
the putting away of sin. Verse 13,

). Al leehn( of God must be with the whole
\mng 50, heenl;\vn an exceeding joy,

fotes.

Gave

Vale 15. =5,

year | Jan. 27, —Jehoshaphat's Prosperity,—2

Chron. xvii. 1-10.—B.C. 914.

GOLDEN TEXT.

 And they tanght in Yuduk, and hod the ook of the
Loseof the Lord with thim, and, soent about th
all e cities of Yudah, and tanght the people” 3
w9

INTRODUCTORY.
The lives of the best men are blurved by im-

perfections, and king Asa was no exception
to the general
The warni it by God th

-u-c

Azariah the pruphel. referred to in the introductory
rrnurkl on the last lesson scems to Lave been

tempo in its effect, for we find Asa in
hu t years forgetting to some extent the Source
of his former strength and prosperity, and leaning
upon the arm of flesh, rather than the nll-mllclem
arm of {ehouh The teacher will notice this
defect of Asa very clearly in two events occaring
after the renewal of the Covenant: 1. Baa

kmﬁuge“d jeaions and alarmed on account of 4

secession of his subjects to Asa, preruud
to make war on Judah,—2 C! hm?«;‘ﬁd

re Jeremiah xli. 9.) Asa,
p‘ . ce wnh Zera the hhn

experien -n,
mng'll the aid of Benhadad, ki

n,
Ml ':I'IL
ance with Baasha and
succeeded (2 Chron. xvi.
demmed by the et Hanani, who told the

King that he had thus prevonted himself from
tl:fng down the ne'lv leml

103

““But the holiness of Asa, notwithstand, g tha
want of faith which is thus twice mentioned, is
shewn by the declaration, (2 Chro . xvi. 17.) * the
beart of Asa was perfect all his days.

He was buried in a royal sepufchre with more
than ustal honors, amidst the deep lamentations
of his people ; and was succeeded on the throne
by jullmmmu his #an  whose PROSPERITY is
the subject of our present study.

In o lesson mr s prosperity shows itsel
In his wisdom, v, 1-2; (2) in his {MM

, 13) in his wusefulness, v. 69 ; (
¥ i 53 (5) in the 4 arm-n/bbm)ln
'5.(6)iulem,o/ foes,
EXPLANATORY.
V. 1. Jehoshaphat his d. He
was thirty. ¢ years old whm h- nnlnid the

throne, and h: reigned twenty five
916 to &91 B. C.(See chap. xx. 31.) lnng‘h-
ened himself against Israel,
r‘u..:‘n’rlleh 'l}:llhlllmk: of
srael, “9 r of bis hegmmn, i
m with the decay of Asa’s conclusion, it is pr':ng
bable the Ilgdum of lmel hldof late gn(‘mnml
of the kingdom of grow for-

midable to it ; so ¢ lhe ﬁm lh Jeho ‘mphll
Lad to do, was lnrlke his part pn on that side,
and to check the gro of the king

of Isrmel, which hed|d S0 lnd withont
bloodshed, that Ahab soon courted his alliance.”

—Matthew Henry.

V. 2. Which Asa his father had taken,
See note on 2 Chron, xv. 8, in last less-n,
cities were taken Abijah, Asa's fateer, but
were held And fortified by Asa,

V. 3. The Lord was with Jehosha-
pha " MM him to hzlp and prosper, not
against him to thwart and " ith
cause Jehoshaphat was devotiy

himself to llh
service."—S. 8. Union Notes. e first ways
of his father David. * The %p( int &

several of the Hebrew MSS. omit avid ',
which has probably crept in from fmm the
margin ; for David's first ways are nowhere
dum-unn-l with his last ways, The real
ﬁ the writer is, that Jehoshaphat
followed the example set by his father Asa in his
earl . tis \mmﬁ to translate, as is done
in of some Bibles, ‘of his father and of
S{. Com, Sought not unto
Baallm. The worship of Banl at this time,
under Ahab and Jezebel, had the
whole of the neighbouring kingdoi.
was not seduced into it. Haalim is the plur-l
of Kaal, and includes the different varieties of
Haal worship.

V. g The doln. of Israel, Baal worship
had become the State religion of aj te Israel,
with a greai tewple at Samaria, the capital, 1
an xvi 30-33.

and
om of Damascus, and heu!(whjwlnh
;oud he troubled by wars vilh the §; 8, "
nt, 1

lndnﬁhnlm at the words
';:'nyvcyed nlheprlgha'-w

—Hebrew
.I.l s l’m will offerings,” f";.uuw- o their
regular ta

the seer and put him in a "l




