THE ANGLO-FRENCH
AGREEMENT

FYHE Government are to be heartily congratulated on the
conclusion of the Agreement with France, So much is
plain to almost everybody, though by no means to everybody
in the same degree. To one, indeed, of the great L.ondon
dailies it was not plain at !'; and there are signs that the
truth, both as to the terms of the bargain itself and its ulterior
consequences, is still hidden from a section of its readers. By
an unfortunate chance it happened that this particular news-
paper was, on the morning of Saturday, April 9, the only one
within reach of the present writer. “ Amazement” was the
tuning note given to the reader: France had “ obtained the
chief object of her desires” without any adequate return;
“ the position in Egypt is ¢ as you were.’” In Newfoundland
there was fresh food for astonishment ; “ France renounces her
rights on the Treaty Shore except her right to catch fish and
to clean and dry them on shore. But these are the only rights
which were of any value to her.” The conclusion of the
whole matter was that “ Never in our recollection has Great
Britain given away so much for nothing.” Our diplomatists
“have parted with the last trump,” and thrown in a naval base
and a piece of Nigeria into a bargain already monstrously one-
sided.
A study of the facts will not bear out this view, even as to
the bare details of the transaction. The essential characteristic




