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PASTORAL LETTER AND
MANDEMENT

Of Mgr. Paul Bruchesi, Archbishop of
Montreal, Inaugurating a Crusade
Azainst Inteinperance.

PAUL BRUCHESL, ly the

God, and of the

fx

,"ln.-l.vtu SNee,

hrlhnl: of Mowntreai,

To the secular and
to the religious communities and
to all the faithful of our Diocese,
greeting, peace and blessing in Ow
Lord Jesus Christ

Dearly Beloved Brethren
For a4 long time the problem of

alcholis,n has been deservedly preoc-

cupying the minds of moralists, econ-
omists and legislators.

Nevertiheless, every vear, in the dif-
ferent countries of the world, appal
ling statistics show the progress of
that terrible plague, ans the necessi-
ty of more and more racrgeti
ance against 1ts invasion,

As we have already often stated in
our pastoral visits, it is time theore-
tical statements and unfruitful lamen-
tations should be left aside

The moment has come fo
enter the path of practical
tions.

All initiatives must group together
and form a holy league; private ini-
tiatives and public initiatives, civii,
political and religious initiatives for,
without any intentiou to establish a
comnarison between the Province of
O bec and the other provinces of
Canada, between the Canadian Con-
federation and the other States of
America, or of Europe, it is an un-
deniable fact that we are sufiering
from the evil of alcoholism. That
ma'ady has already attacked our vi-
tal sources, and it threatend to deep-
ly vitiate them. The ravages which
it makes among our people are more
baleful and greater than the so dread-
ed ravages of phthisis, of which 1
is, anyhow, the sinister purvevor

Aud we beg you 1o remu dearly
beloved brethren, that we do not
solely refer to the vice of drunken-
ness carried to its extreme excesses,
to that drunkenness which deprives
man of the use of his reason and
sometimes throws him on the pave-
ment like a brute. Oh! that kind of
intemperance has a special ugliness
of its own, it is so vulgar of its na-
ture that the great majority keep
away from v with disgust. It car-
ries in its proximates and immedi-
ate consequences such shameful blem-
ish )\'\'1& t5 heldsin abborrence. Tt
may be said that it constitutes, even
here below and without delav, its
own punishment, and its own check,
especially among the higher classes of
society.

In a general manner,
which refer has not that hideous
and brutal aspect. Its form is ra-
ther latent, its effects are generally
slow to appear. But it is none the
less pernicious, and no social sphere
is closed against it.

Properly speaking, alcoholisn. does
not consist in an act of intemperance
nor even in several acts of intemper-
ance separated one from the other by
pretty long intervals. There is evi-
dently in this a more or less seri-
ous disorder, a more or less crimin-
al fault, a disorder and a fault that
may lead to formal alcoholism, but
which do not yet constitute it. Alco-
holism is a condition, a morbid con-
dition, which is acquired either by
often repeated ebriety, or by the ha-
bitual use of strong liquors, even if
taken in small quantity each time.

It is a gradual poisoning. In a
word, it is chronic intemperance.
with or without ebriety

Akcording to the data ot
geience, no poisoning is more
trous. It attacks the whole
of the human body, especially
brain, the kidneys, and lungs,
heart, the liver and the stomach. It
lessens the strength; it troubles, re-
volutionizes and paralyzes all the fa-
culties. It calls forth any number of
diseases, and complicates them all in
a singular manner, when it does not
render them incurable. It often leads
to insanity, or to suicide, and al-
ways leads more rapidly to decrepi-
tude and to death.
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The annual January
Reduction sale of
Dineen’s furs began
on Tuesday, January
2nd, '06. This is the
sale that is to stamp
the garments made
in Dineen’s newly en-
larged factory as be-
ing better, cheaper
and more fashionably
designed than the
out-put of any other
furriers establish-
ment in Canada.

Dineens excel in
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not miss this January
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Cor. Yonge and Temperance Sts,

You consider no doubt
minds, beloved brethren

picture of lhe physical ravages
mtemperance very sombre. So it
1S but do not conclude that i1t is
overdrawn or exaggerated \ll those
lacls could ¢ by fam-
medical have
borrowed most seru-
honesly best writ-
ol whict medical prolession,
1S lnveslida~
conscienlous in 11s
can boas!
nothing i1s
correctiness
whether your personal
be long or short, or whether
your field of observation he ‘arge or
small Do not vour recoilections unm-
fortunately bring w mind 100
many ruin caused by al-
cohol? Have Seen  power-
ally  built bodies awav,
choicest itellects of
strong wills collapse, hearts natural-
ly tender and kind get perverted
and hardened as to become cruel? In
most cases, were not
trophies a manifestation of
of the alcoholi¢ poison?

Still, if the sad eflect
reached only the
himself guilty
drinker! But 1S not

Alcoholism has terrible re-
percussions Heve one is unwillingly
brought to think of the unavoidable
and so painful consequences of the
sin of our first parents gn the whole
of human nature. Oh' how oiten
have vou not wept over that initial
vice, over that corruption and those
disordinate concupiscences deposited
within the sin of Adam and
Eve?

The person addicted to alcohol does
not act otherwise. Christian parents
and . voung men addicted to drink, you
poison the children to he born from
you. You will answer before God
for all  the evil which vou cause
them Does not vour crime, in cel
tain respects, resemble the fault com-
mitted in the garden of Eden?” Your
sons and vour daughters were re-
deemed in the blood of Christ Is it
not, in some way, that blood which
you profane? 1t is the price thereof,
anvhow, which you disregard and con-
temn

(‘an any one conceive more lm‘.;ph‘h'
aberration? Thus to compromise the
future of one’'s own children, their
health, their Lonor and even their
eternal salvation, rather than give
up a mise :.mh- habit, rather than »dw
pn\c' one's \Qll of a passing satisiac-
tion? Prefer to drink drop by drop
one's own ruin and that of one’s fam-
ily, rather than practise the rules
of Christian sobriety, rather than
slightly mortify one's sell every day?
1 ot least one econld deny ihe laws
mmheritance, i one could fail Lo see
and understand the lessons of ex-
perience Vain efforts! Atavism ex-
ists, experiments are no longer need-
ed Nobodv now contests the rav-
ages of alcoholism in the family, and
as a rigorous consequence its dele
terious effects on society and on the
race
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of drinkers are
fallen beings. With life they
in their organs the germs of
and of death A terrible thing
say, before being born they
been poisoned by their father
course, the agent of degeneracy and
of destruction which circulates in the
veins of those poor children, is more
or less active according to the degree
ol intemperance of the parents; but 1
is there, it does its murderous work.
What a subject for reflection,
dearlv beloved brethren, what a
subiect for meditation! With what
:Im\mv remorse such a thought must
torture the conscience of a man ad-
dicted to alcohol! 1Is there a more
odious crime and one more against
nature?

What generations will
infirm. anomalous, phvsically and
mentally diseased beings produce in
their turn unless an exceptional grace
gives them the courage to react?

For the honor of our race and of
our religion, we want sound and ro-
bust families, a strong and vigorous
society. I pray vou, let us no long-
er exhaust within ourselves the
sources of life, let us no longer con-
taminate them with the habit of al-
cohol. Let us avoid all excesses in
the use of liquors. The sacrifice, if
sacrifice there be, worth while a
thousand times.

Yet, as terrible as thev are, the
physical ravages are the least among
those produced hy alcoholism, Its
consequences appear much more dis-
astrous when considered in a moral
sense.

All vices lower and degrade man,
they soil and disgrace his existence ;
often thev blemish his honor and the
name of his family, they alwavs de-
base his dignity. None of them, it
strikes us, is viler than intemperance.
That vice carries with it such humil-
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Let us simply
that alcoholism,
and drunkenness,
of the word, is
active ferment
vile passions, of
minal suggestions.
there wonder
even if he
should fall an
plagues! Is i

recall to your mind
as well as ebriety
in the ordinary sense
by its nature a veLy
of bad instincts,
impure lust, of ¢ris

Well! what 19
at that a drinke:
never got intoxicated
easy preyv to many
t not well known that
the habitual of alcohol disturbs
the normal working of our organs
dims the intellect, weakens thi: will
and deadens the moral sense The
union between soul and body is too
close, too intimate 10 prevent those
two portions of our being from hav-
ing reciprocal influence upon  the
other, and that is the madn
reasons of Christian mortification
When not properly regulated amd
when satiated, the lusts of the flesh
rebel against the soul and reduce it
to slavery The saints were well
aware of this phenomenon, and that
is the reason why they subdued their
body and unceasingly oreacied pen
ance, self-denial, sobriety in all
things

There would be no end to deai
ly beloved brethren, ifi we undertook
to describe all the evils produced hy
alcoholisma, Jointly with: the docu-
ments furnished by medical men “aml
moralists, we would bring up the
statistics prepared by economists and
magistrates.

Those

oL

10
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use

one

one of

figures would be
eloquent The registers
asylums, of prisons and
tiaries have bheen patiently
the records of civil and
courts have been honestly
Well! ?he mind Yrerally
when examining ‘n':-ulu Su(
investigations The proportion of
judicial sentences and sequestrations
brought on bv the abuse liquor is
such that, a disappearance of said
abuse occurring, two-thirds of the
courts would no longer work, for
want of clients, and most of the pri-
sons and asylumns would be complete-
ly deprived of thei as
shown by most correct calculations

Everywhere in our dear country
in other lands, would come a happy
regeneration, a recrudescence of phy-
sical health and of intellectual and
moral vigor, the almost uninterrupt-
ed reign of peace, of concord, of hon-
estv and of charity

Political economists have asserted
that, with temperanace, we would also
see great public ana private prosper-
ity flourish on the whole surface of
the globe. Pauperism would be a
thing of the past To save would
become an honor, and old age would
be provided with shelter, clothing and
food. Stoppage of work would be
nnknown Strikes would hardly ex-
ist. Children would attend school
more assiduously, instead of fading
away in the atmosphere of faciories
Fathers of family and young men
being no longer enticed by clubs or
saloous, would gayly hasten to reach
the home in the evening, and mothers
and maidens would greet them with a
smile or kind word

This would be a return towards pa-
triarchal customs, a return to Chris-
tian traditions, because the
of evangelical sobriety would
taken the place of the empire of
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economisis have not
made assertions, they have fui
nished unquestionable [ oof the
correctness of such tion §i
emperance collects from both the
vealthy and the poorer classes fan-
tastic amount Would one believe
t? the alcohol consumed in cities
and country districts costs more than
poth meat and bread combined \dd
ow to this foolish squandering of
millions the enormous amount
salaries lost vear by drinkers,
the sums of which alcoholism |
ingulfs in asylums, prisons, |
hospitals, doctor offices and drug |
stores To this tremendous heap of |
millions, and again so many
millions shamefully eaten up by all
those vices to which alcoholism fatal-
ly leads, and calculate whether it is
exaggeration to state, with the sta-
tisticians, that three-fourths of the
poor are or become so through their
own intemperance or that of others
I'hen go on with another operation
Place all those lost or squandered
nillions In active service, distribute
them in salaries Is it not evident
that you thereby at once restore new
and more active lile to trade and in
dustry, vou introduce comfort and
happiness in the homes. vou furnish
beneficial employment to both mental
and mai.nal energy The health of
the body is restored, the health of the
soul is restored, and as a blessing for
both the holy law of labor which is
respected, and for sobriety which
observed, comes forth the nrosperity
which you had some hesitation to ex
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We will not

ments that those
exhortations admit of. Both will be
presented to you in your respective
parishe: by missionaries who will act
as our mouth-pieces Hear their
preaching with an attentive mind and
a docile heart They will be for vou
the envoys of the Lord. It in the
name of your very best interests that
they will beseect you to be temperate
and even to use vour efiorts and
your influence to stop the surge of
which spreads evervwhere
physical, intellectual and moral ruin.
Following the example of our vener-
able predecessor, Bishop Bourget, our
watchword will be to found temper-
ance societies in everv locality, with-
out exception. Those local societies
will form together a holy league, en-
dowed with precious indulgences. The
cross—that black and bare wooden
cross—which is still found in the old
families, and which, in its truly evan-
preach-
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sobriety and temperance honored in
ges and in our University,
present pastoral letter and the
p! mandement shall be read and
published from the pulpits in all the
churches and chapels where public
vorship is held, on the first Sunday
they are received j
Given at Montreal, under our hand
[\: al, ard the counter-signature of our
||“aruol’m the 20th dav of Decem~
’(’og‘ 1905
| PAUL, Arch. of Montreal.
| By order of His Grace,
1 EMILE CANON ROY,
Chancellor.
| P.S.—This pastoral letter can be
g'md in two sections, but the enact-
ng part thereof must he read at all
masees as ear'vy as next Sundav.

—

Contreller Ward
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As we anticipated, Controller Ward
has again made a successful run and
been placed amongst the leaders in
carrving off the votes of his appre-
clative fellow-citizens. The manv
vears—for he has worked in the ser-
vice of the city since earliest man-
hood—of active, honest and all-round
work of Controller Ward in the Coun-
cil, has won for him the recognition
of his fellow-citizens, and the, fine

{vote in his faver is the result. High-

er favors are yetl in store; meantime
congratulations on the present  suc-
cess are in order, and such congratu-
lations the Catholic Register heartily
tenders.

Gold Jubilee of a Cathedral

The Cathedral of the Immaculate

Conception, St. John, N.B., has just
celebrated its golden jubilee.




