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PASTORAL LETTER AND 
MANDEMENT

Of Ngi*. hull Bruchési. Archbishop of 
Montreal, Inaugurating a Crusade 
Against Intemperance.

PAUL MUrULsl, ly Mr U,ao- of
Oui, oH'l of the A/xitiolu .l/' A
biikofi oj Mt>Kh,a...

To the secular and regular clergy, 
to the religious communities and 
to all the faithful of our Diocese, 
greeting, peace and blessing in Our 
Lord .Jesus Christ.

Dearly Beloved Brethren:
Foi -i long time the problem of 

alcholis.n has been deservedly preoc­
cupying the minds of moralists, econ­
omists and legislators.

Nevertheless, every year, in the dif­
ferent countries of the world, appal­
ling statistics show the progress of 
that terrible plague, and the necessi­
ty of more and more energetic lesist- 
ance against its invasion.

As we have already often staled in 
our pastoral visits, it is time theore­
tical statements and unfruitful lamen­
tations should be left aside.

The moment has come for all to 
enter the path of practical realiza­
tions.

All initiatives must group together 
and form a holy league; private ini­
tiatives and public initiatives, civil, 
political and religious initiatives for, 
without anv intention to establish a 
comparison between live Province of 
O- bee and the other piovinces of 
Canada, between the Canadian Con­
federation and the other States of 
America, or of Europe, it is an un­
deniable fact that we are sufieiing 
from the evil of alcoholism. That 
malady has already attacked our vi­
tal sources, and it threatend to deep­
ly vitiate them. The ravages which 
it makes among our peopi- are more 
baleful and greater than the so dr«ad- 
ed ravages of phthisis, of which it 
is, anyhow, the sinister purveyor.

And we beg you to remn : , dearly- 
beloved brethren, that we do not 
solely refer to the vice of drunken­
ness carried to its extreme excesses, 
to that drunkenness which deprives 
man of the use of his reason and 
sometimes throws him on the pave­
ment like a brute. Oh! that kind of 
intemperance has a special ugliness 
of its own, it is so vulgar of its na­
ture that the great majority keep 
awav from n with disgust It car­
ries in its proximate and immedi­
ate consequences such shameful blêm­
it. -that ft fc held .in abhorrence I* 
may be said that it constitutes, even 
here below and without delay, its 
own punishment, and its own check, 
especially among the higher classes of 
society.

In a general manner, the evil to 
which v.e refer has not that hideous 
and brutal aspect. Its form is ra­
ther latent, its effects are generally 
slow to appear. But it is none the 
less pernicious, and no social sphere 
is closed against it.

Properly speaking, alcoholism does 
not consist in an act of intemperance 
nor even in several acts of intemper­
ance separated one from the other by 
pretty long intervals. There is evi­
dently in this a more or less seri­
ous disorder, a more or less crimin­
al fault, a disorder and a fault that 
may lead to formal alcoholism, but 
which do not yet constitute it. Alco­
holism is a condition, a morbid con­
dition, which is acquired either by 
often repeated ebricty, or by the ha­
bitual use of strong liquors, even if 
taken in small quantity each time.

It is a gradual poisoning. In a 
word, it is chronic intemperance, 
with or without ebriety.

According to the data or medical 
science, no poisoning is more disas­
trous. It attacks the whole organs 
of the human body, especially the 
brain, the kidneys, and lungs, the 
heart, the liver and the stomach. It 
lessens the strength; it troubles, re­
volutionizes and paralyzes all the fa­
culties. It calls forth any number of 
diseases, and complicates them all in 
a singular manner, w'hcn it does not 
render them incurable. It often leads 
to insanity, or to suicide, and al­
ways leads more rapidly to decrepi­
tude and to death
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You consider no doubt iu v our 
minds, beloved brethren, that 'his 
picture of the physical ravages of 
intemperance is very sombre. So it 
is. but do not conclude that it is 
overdiawu pr exaggeis’ed All Uiose 
facts could be signed by some fam­
ous medical authority. They nave 
been borrowed with the most scru­
pulous honesty from the best writ­
ings of which the medical profession, 
now so methodical in its investiga­
tions and so conscientious in its 
statements, can boast.

Besides, nothing is easier than to 
verify its correctness. It matters 
little whether your personal experi­
ence he long or short, or whether 
your held of observation In- large or 
small. Do not tour recollections un­
fortunately bring to y oui mind too 
many instances of ruin caused by al­
cohol? Have you not seen power- 
.ally built bodies waste away, the 
choicest intellects get out of balance, 
strong wills collapse, hearts natural­
ly tender and kind get so perverted 
and hardened as to become cruel? In 
most cases, were not those vatas- 
trophies a manifestation of the work 
of the alcoholic poison1

Still, if the sad effects of intemper­
ance reached only the individual who 
renders himself guilty thereof, the 
habitual drinker! But such is not 
the case. Alcoholism has terrible re­
percussions. Hi re one is unwillingly 
brought to think of the unavoidable 
and so painful consequences of the 
sin of our first parents on the whole 
of human nature. Oh' how often 
have you not wept over that initial 
vice, over that corruption and those 
disordinate concupiscences deposited 
wilhin us by the sin of Adam and 
Eve?

The person addicted to alcohol does 
not act otherwise Christian parents 
and voung men addicted to drink, you 
poison the children to be born from 
you. You will answer before God 
for all the evil which you cause 
them. Does not your erinie, in cer­
tain respects, resemble the fault com­
mitted in the garden of Eden? Your 
sons and your daughters were re­
deemed in the blood of Christ. Is it 
not, in some wav, that blood which 
you profane? It is the price thereof, 
anyhow, which you disregard and con­
temn.

Can anv one conceive more complete 
aberration? Thus to compromise the 
future of one’s own children, their 
health, theii honor and even their 
eternal salvation, lather than give 
up a miserable habit, rather than de­
prive one's self of a passing satisfac­
tion? Prefer to drink drop by drop 
one’s own ruin and that, of one’s fam­
ily, rather than practise the rules 
of Christian sobriety, rather than 
slightly mortify one’s self every day?

tf. et least ntt*' ronld deiv be laws 
oi mneritahce, il one could iaii to see 
and understand the lessons of ex­
perience. Vain efforts! Atavism ex­
ists, experiments are no longer need­
ed. Nobody now contests the rav­
ages of alcoholism in the family, and 
as a rigorous consequence its dele­
terious effects on society and on the 
race.

The children oi drinkers are down- 
fallen beings With life they receive 
in their organs tne germs of disease 
and of death A terrible thing to 
say, before being born they have 
been poisoned by their father. Of 
course, the agent of degeneracy and 
of destruction which circulates in the 
veins of those poor children, is more 
or less active according to the degree 
of intemperance of the parents, but it 
is there, it does its murderous work. 
What a subject for reflection, 
dearlv beloved brethren, what a 
subject for meditation! With what 
gloomy remorse such a thought must 
torture the conscience of a man ad­
dicted to alcohol' Is there a more 
odious crime and one more against 
nature?

What generations will those sickly, 
infirm, anomalous, physically and 
mentally diseased beings produce in 
their turn unless an exceptional grace 
gives them the courage to react1

For the honor of our rare and of 
our religion, we want sound and ro­
bust families, a strong and vigorous 
society. I prav you, let us no long­
er exhaust w:il"hin ourselves the 
sources of life, let us no longer con­
taminate them with the habit of al­
cohol. Let us avoid all excesses in 
the use of liquors The sacrifice, if 
sacrifice there be, is worth while a 
thousand times.

Yet, as terrible as they aie, the 
physical ravages are the least among 
those produced bv alcoholism. Its 
consequences appear much more dis­
astrous when considered in a moral 
sense.

All vices low?er and degrade man, 
1 they soil and disgrace his existence ; 
often they blemish his honor and the 
name of his family, they always de­
base his dignity. None of them, it 
strikes us, is viler than intemperance. 
That vice carries with it such humil-
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i mission ol our sins, such w ill 
new rallying sign of those Lh 
who will choose to enlist iu 1 
league against intcmpcaiicc 

Ple&se God that this cross may oc­
cupy a place of honor in evtry ( a- 

: thoiic home! It is a gieat battle 
j that we are about to undertatc, with 
1 one consent, dearly beloved brethren, 
a pitched bailie against a terrible 
enemy supported b> the infernal re- 

! gions; we need the weapons of the 
I cross. But. with it and through it, 

we shall conquer In hoc signo Mines. 
! Let every man conic and stand close 
! to that divine standard; fathers of 
families yoeeg mes, children, all

iaiing ugliness that it sometimes reu- coholism, and the Loid blesses all ; Christians, irrespective of age, fortune, 
ders its victims insufferable to them- those who obey his precepts. Thus, m falling or social position 1 he great 
selves and contemptible in the eye.* accordance with the teaching of Leo Polllt is to save the souls, hut the 
of their fellow-beings. . Mil., repeated by Pius X., the great ) safety of the family, of soviet v. and

We n II not go any further wit social question would lie solved A of 'he nation is also concerned, 
that picture. You ate lair..liar will, lovely picture, pleasant promises, P°r those reasons we make an ap- 
it. Preachers have more than one some will say perhaps—but idle fan- 1 P***l to all persons of good will, and 
placed it before vour eves in retreats vies oi utopists and dreams of theor-j ,no,e especially to the active and 
and missions. ists. persevering support of the const ituv

Let us simply recall to tout min i Not at all Let the drinking cease, j *“<* authorities 
that alcoholism, as well as ebriety let alcoholism be banished, and those ! ln such a work of moralizing and 
and drunkenness, in the ordinary sense promises will soon become realities, preserving the masses, those authori­
al the word, is by its nature a vciv The economists nave not simply ! tan 1,0 l,lnuvh' Provided they have 
active ferment of bad instincts, oi .nade assertions, they have also fur- * ^ „ . . ,
vile passions, of impure lust, of en- lllshed unquestionable p oof of the . Ihe <\?iu"'h *''' do heI >,a'’

best and most efficient part, bv using 
the supernatural teachings, remvdir-. 
and assistance which she has received 
from heaven and which it is her mis­
sion to dispense to men.

Private initiative will display its 
zeal in a numlier of instances, either 
by example, apostleslnp. lectures on 
the dangers of alcoholism, anti-alco­
holic teaching in the schools or else­
where. In this latter connection, we 
deem it advisable io recommend the 
excellent manual of Rev. Canon Svl- 
vain. That small pamphlet deserves

the reach of all inteVee's
The civil authorities know what 

measures to adopt in order to light 
that plague and avert its terrible 
results. Their dispositions ate known 
to us, they will not hesitate in the

unquestionable p
minai suggestions. Well! what is correctness of such assertions. In- 
tliere to wonder at that a dritikei temperance collects from both the 
even if he never got intoxicated wealthy and the poorer classes fan-
should fall an easy prey to so many t as tie amounts. Would one believe
plagues' Is it not well known that r? the alcohol consumed in our cities 
the habitual use of alcohol disturb' and country districts costs more than 
the normal working of our organs, noth meat and bread combined Add 
dims the intellect, weakens tin will now to this foolish squandering of 
and deadens the moral sense. 1 he millions the enormous amount of 
union between soul and body is too salaries lost each year by drinkers,
close, too intimate to pre.vcnt those the sums of money which alcoholism
two portions of our being from hav- mgulfs in insane asylums, prisons, 
in g reciprocal influence one upon the hospitals, doctors’ offices and drug 
other, and that is one of the maaii stores. To this tremendous heap of 
reasons of Christian mortification millions, and again so many other 11he many praises given it, and the 

When not properly regulated and millions shamefully eaten up by all lessons contained therein are within 
when satiated, the lusts of the flesh those vices to which alcoholism fatal- 
rebel against the soul and reduce it ly leads, and calculate whether it is 
to slavery The saints were well exaggeration to state, with the sta- 
aware of this phenomenon, and that tisticians, that three-fourths of the 
is the reason why they subdued their• poor are or become so through their 
body and unceasingly nreaclied per * own intemperance or that of others
anee, self-denial, sobriety in all Then go on with another operation. I face of duty. Limitations m the 
things. Place all those lost or squandered number of hotels, restaurants, sa-

There would be no end to it, dear millions in active service, distribute loons and all retail liquor shops, sul­
ly beloved brethren, if we undertook _ them in salaries Is it not evident ! ficiently high taxes on such establish- 
to describe all the evils produced by that you thereby at once restore new , ments, license taxes and sale taxes, 
alcoholism. Jointly with the docu- and more active lile to trade and in-1 rules and regulations calculated to 
ments furnished by medical men and dustry; you introduce comfort and maintain therein order and morals, 
moralists, we would bring up the happiness in the homes; you furnish vigilant and active control ovei the 
statistics prepared by economists and beneficial employment to both mental daily observance of such rules, tfli- 
magistrates. and mai.'ial energy. The health oi ! cient repression of all transgressions

Those figures would be sinister!) the body is restored, the health of the especially the sale of spiritous liquors 
eloquent. The registers of insane soul is restored, and as a blessing for on Sundays and to minors; and 
asylums, of prisons and of peniten- both the holy law of labor which is 
lianes have been patiently gone over, j respected, and for sobriety which is 
the records of civil and criminal observed, comes forth the nmsperity 
courts have been honestly studied which you had some hesitation to ex- 
Wejl! ’he mind i« ljic^allv «sf ut**Mf 
when examining the results of sue.. , The word of God does not pass j repressive measures which it would be 
investigations. The proportion of ; away, dearly beloved brethren. Fulfil desirable to see in force everywhere, 
judicial sentences and sequestrations the maxims of the gospel, be sober, *n the country municipalities as well

be mortified, do not squander his as in the cities. They already exist 
gifts, never allow the poison of al-;to a large extent at least, in our 
cohol to destroy or weaken the pre- laws.
cions faculties which he has placed But it strikes us that they are not 
within you. do not defile that hoa- always observed, that they are not 
venlv image of Himself which beams even "always applied. Thai is a great 
on your forhead, and you will ever misfortune lor society, and we en- 
be blessed. You will stand in need treat vou all to repress those offences 
of nothing. He has promised it to every time vou can do so. First of 
you; serve him, keep h»s command- all, "give charitable warnings, and if 
ments, all the rest shall be added need be, complain to the authorities 
unto you. Your energy and constancy will final-

We will not insist on the develop- ly triumph. The public authorities 
ments that those truths and those ! are full) interested to see that they 
exhortations admit of. Both will be are supported, for, we repeat it, they 
presented to you in your respective have at heart that work of purifying.

above all, absolute refusal of a li­
cense to persons not having a perfect 
reputation of respect ability and hon­
esty; such are, dearly beloved bre­
thren, the principal preventive ,tnd

brought on by the abuse of liquor is 
such that, a disappearance of said 
abuse occurring, two-thirds of the 
courts would no longer work, for 
want of clients, and most of the pri­
sons and asylumns would he complete­
ly deprived of their inmates, as 
shown by most correct calculations.

Everywhere in our dear country, as 
in other lands, would come a happy 
regeneration, a recrudescence of phy­
sical health and of intellectual and 
moral vigor, the almost uninterrupt­
ed reign of peace, of concord, of hon­
esty and of charity.

Political economists have asserted 
that, with temperance, w-e would also 
see great public ana private prosper­
ity flourish on the whole surface of 
the globe. Pauperism would be a 
thing of the past To save would 
become an honor, and old age would 
be provided with shelter, clothing and 
food. Stoppage of work would be 
unknown. Strikes would hardly ex­
ist. Children would attend school 
more assiduously, instead of fading 
away in the atmosphere of factories. 
Fathers of family and young men 
being no longer enticed by clubs or 
saloons, would gayly hasten to reach 
the home in the evening, and mothers 
and maidens would greet them with a 
smile or kind word.

This would be a return towards pa­
triarchal customs, a return to Chris­
tian traditions, because the empire

parishes by missionaries who will act 
as our mouth-pieces. Hear their 
preaching with an attentive mind and 
a docile heart. They will be for you 
the envoys of the Lord. It is in the 
name of your very best interests that 
they will beseech you to be temperate 
and even to use your efforts and 
your influence to stop the surge of 
alcoholism, which spreads everywhere 
physical, intellectual and moral ruin. 
Following the example of our vener­
able predecessor. Bishop Bourget, our 
watchword will be to found temper­
ance societies in every locality, with­
out exception. Those local societies 
will form together a holy league, en- 

i dow'od with precious indulgences. The

But, dearly beloved brethren, a 
thinker has said with much appro­
priateness: “Inégal as well as tax re­
medies will remain powerless to stop 
the evil of intemperance and the 
plague of alcoholism, if they are not 
supported by moral and religious re­
medies. It is not sufficient that the 
drinker should find it more difficult 
to satisfy his passion; he will over­
come such obstacles, and he will de­
prive himself of everything rather 
than give up drinking. He must he 
brought on to have a desire to 
amend.”

We will dose with this and sum 
up The will, therefore, is w hat must

__  . . . j : be acted upon first of all. How can
cross- hat black and bare *'°°den , this be done1 By the two first means 
cross which is still found in the old which we have mentioned; consideia- 

...... fa7>,l!fs' and which. In its truly evan- Lion of t-ie disastrous effects of al-
of evangelical sobriety would have i Ce'lra' P^prt.v and austerity, preach- • (,0holism jn the individual, eonsider- 
taken the place of the empire of al-.PR mortitieaMnn with such persuasion at ion of its disastrous effects in the

^^—— family and in society. But we will
_______________ _ reach that end much more surely by
********************** | means of considerations of a religious

! nature, the teaching of the truths of 
I the gospel, the awakening of Chris­
tian feeling, the preaching of penance 
and mortification, the stimulant oi 
good example, so many things which 
the temperance missions and the holy 
league against alcoholism are going 
to permanently establish in each par­
ish of our diocese.

Mav the Immaculate Virgin Marv
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net all powerful pioi-ection to 
inose missions and to Uia. nOtf 
league, wnicii we place under.. Hie 
guardianship oi the legeneraufjg cross 
ol tier divine Son! . f

Alter invoking the holy name of 
God and vousiyiing with our \ rner- 
abie Bicthien, the canons of our Ua- 
ihcdial, we have deeded aipcn the 
following legulanwis ;

1. The clergy shall be the hm to 
set an example of the temperailee 
which they must preach Consequent­
ly, in the presbyteries and religious 
communities, on (he occasion ol pas- 
loial visits, of gatherings for retreats 
and missions of visits liom priests 
or laymen, before or after meals, no 
alcoholic liquors shall be taken.

i. We request all families to do 
the same thing, to entirely give up 
the deplorable habit of offering and 
ot taking spiritous liquors suih as 
brandy, gin. rum, whisker, etc., on 
the occasion of gatherings, soirees, 
limners, visits, and espeiially the 
visitr, ami festivities of N™ Year s 
Day. Let all kinds of alcohol dis- 
appeai from our homes, let us use it 
only in cases of necessity and upon 
he doctor's order. The pastors will 

noT fail refer to that submit when 
giving advice to their nnsh,oners.

I w< implore young men and fa- 
’ IV1 s family not to enter saloons 
and bar-looms except for serious rea­
sons not to drink there intoxicating 

I bquuis, and especially to give up 
|Mie, alas! too common practice of

treating.” We would feel happy to 
sec all honest men league together ' 

I against that social disorder which 
i “""gs s° many ev ils both to the fa- 
innlv and to individuals We particu- 

, y. the citizens who form
the leading classes and the members 
ot the liberal professions to preach 
by their example in this respect

4. We request the priests, the prin­
cipals of col leg “s and teachers in 
general to often refer to intemper-

| a”tc' 'n the class-rooms, and to adopt 
all possible means to inspire the pu­
pils with horror for that vice

5. We order that in all pushes 
work be commenced at once to es­
tablish temperance leagues or so-

.cieties: 1, among the children from
'lie year of their first communion up 

(to the age of eighteen years; 2, 
among young men; 3, "among the 
heads of families. Saint John the 
Baptist shall be the patron of those 
leagues, the members of which must 
pledge themselves not to use spirit­
uous liquors, except in cases of sick­
ness and of real need. Those socie­
ties already exist in some parishes 
and do the greatest amount of irood. 

j Their rules and regulations, as well 
as the spiritual favors secured for 
them, will be made known in the near 
future. We simply mention for the 
>res!-rt wha» i> me r . ôst at’Al and 

; what should call forth the effort and 
zeal of all, of the people as well as 

j >f the clergy.
I til We particularly entrust the 
preaching of temperance to the Rev- 

I erned Franciscan Fathers whom we 
hereby appoint apostles of that great 
work in our diocese. The pastors 

| will invite them to come and preach 
to their parishoners at such dates as 
will seem to them most favoiable,but 
will not wait until they come to es­
tablish the societies we have refer- 

I red to. Each pastor must commence 
! to establish these societies without 
delay, by making ar. appeal to the 
good will of his parishioners. They 

! may for this purpose lake advant­
age of the meetings of iht League of 
the Sacred Heart, and especially of 
the retreats and missions.

We specially and urgently request 
the greatest zeal in attending to the 
children and young men, upon whom 
we must rely to form the sober gene­
ration of the future.

7. It is also our will that those 
temperance x'ieties be founded in 
our colleges and our University. The 

I students of those important institu­
tions are. they know it, the subject 
of our greatest solicitude and our 
deepest affection. It is our ardent 
desire that they may become one day 
men of character and of principles, 
men of science and of virtue, for the 

i glory of the Church and of their 
! country. They will become all this 
I in as much only as they are really 
temperate. Let them call to mind 
the number of fine talents premature- 

! ly destroyed by the poison of alco­
hol. We do not wish them to have 
such a sad fate, and that is the rea­
son why we are so anxious to see 

i sobriety and temperance honored in 
out colleges and in our University,

The present pastoral letter and the 
present mandement shall be read and 
published from the pulpits in all the 
churches and chapels where public 
worship is held, on the first Sunda/ 
after they are received.

Given at Montreal, under our hand 
seal, and the counter-signature of our 
Chancellor, the 20th dav of Decem­
ber, 1905.

PAUL, Aich of Montreal.
Bv order of His Grace,

emile canon roy.
Chancellor.

P S —This pastoral letter can be 
read in two sections, but the enact­
ing part thereof must be read at all 
the masses as early as next Sunday.
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As w c anticipated, Coni toilet Ward 
has again made a successful run and 
been placed amongst the leaders in 
carrying off the votes of his appre­
ciative fellow-citizens. The many 
years—for he has worked m the ser­
vice of the city since earliest man­
hood—of active, honest and all-round 
work of Controller Ward in the Coun­
cil. has won for him the recognition 
of his fellow-citizens, and the, fine 
vote in his favor is the result. High­
er favors are yet in store, meantime 
congratulations on the present suc­
cess are in order, and such congratu­
lations the Catholic Register heartily 
tenders.

Gold Jubilee of a Cathedral

The Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception, St. John, N.B., has mst 
celebrated its golden jubilee


