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We wonld be very much obliged if those to
whom we addressed postal cards woanld respond
Soon.  Of the thirty to whom we seut them only
one as yet has sent in a remittance!  Friends we
are in need of funds to carry vn the paper,

Culture and Character,

It is the thought of some that character enn he
transformed by culture,  Educate men, we are
sometimes told, and you will regenerate them
Give them culture and vou will lift them out of
the slough into which they have fallen.  Trans
form their environment and vou shall transfigure
them. It all sounds well, but after all there isa
fallacy in it.

Of course no one would deny that education
and its consequent culture have an influence on
the external lives of men.  Neither will any one
deny that if you can better onc's external con-
dition you stand a chance of improving his char
acter, But the influence that is exerted in cach
case is too largely an external influence to very
greatly transform the inward character.  Some-
thing of inward impulse of course is imparted by
education and its resnltant culture.  But it
not enough to reach the centre of man's being.
It is not enough to capture the citadel of his
soul. Some one has said ‘‘the profoundest
education cannot change a man's nature.”
There is no question but that this declaration is
true.  There is & in the
something in human nature that defies the touch
of education, of culture. There is, if you will,
an innate tendency to evil which will break away
from the bonds of each and reveal the man in his
true condition. A

Now then, it is this phase of the problem of
human transformation that Christianity meets.
This regenerating power from the Spirit of God
comes to and touches the man's inner life. He
is born from above. He leaves something of the
old life and takes on the new life which Jesus
Christ imparts.  Under this spiritual change old
things pass away and all things become new,
What education cannot do; what ulture cannot
do; what change in external environment can-
not do that the new birth in Jesus Christ can do.
It changes the man's nature; it makes him over.
Moreover this is not theory alone, but fact.
Practical illustrations of this can be found on
every hand. This is the testimony that Chris-
tianity is bearing to itself all the time. It is
transforming the nature of men so that the
selfish, the base, the sensual, the covetous, the
evil inclined, are turned face about and made to
emulate in some measure the example Je~su~
Chirist has set. It is this work of Lhm(m
that in these days d ds special empl
is a fact that men recognize and are ever ready
to acknowledge.  There are speculative ques-
tions that we can well let alone, but this prac-
tical illustration of the grace of Jesus Christ we
want constantly to enforce,
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Rative Members.

C. H. WETHERBE.

Those who are designated as bheing active
members of a church are quite generally regard-
ed with much more favor than are the apparent-
ly inactive ones. Pastors, as a rule, set a higher
value on the active members than they doon
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thase who are catled “inactive, tnembers™? Ttis
commonly taken to mean that snehones particd
fpate i these forms of Chiristian work o which
tneyv may be adapted or helieve that they are
Cadaptad to They stendily attend all of the
vices of the eharch. They make a pratice of
being present at the nrid - week prayer meeting,
even if they do not alwavs directly participate in
the services

et

If the active member be g woman,
she is conmected with the Jecal missionary socicty,
M there be one,

vach mecting, untess she be espeeially hindered

and she is sure to he present at

+ Now, sieh nembers are gen rally prased for
for their religious activity,
to the inactive ones:

and they are preferred
but it has recently forcibly
s ocenrred to me that too high an estimate is often

placed upon the  merely active members of
chiurches, or at least many who are active in
ecrtain difections.  Beat in mind that there are

even more important elements in the character
of a member of achurch than activity in religions
affairs. There thousands of charch mem
bers who, although exceedingly active in attend
ing the appointments of theiv  church,
destitnte of the great essentials «of  Christian
| character.

I know several members of a churen who are

are

are

very active in all of the forms of religions work
which that church undertakes, and vet they
distinetly devoid veracity
Christian love.  Two of them are women in
middle life. occupying offices in the charch
and its affiliated societies, and outwardly they
seem very zealous in serving the good cause, yet
both of them have frequently proved themselves
to he thoroughly unworthy of the confidence of
those who know their real traits of character.
And the same thing is true >f another member, a
man who actively occupies prominent offices in
the church. It would seem that these people
suppose that their religious activity atones for

are

of honesty, and troe

any motal deficiency to which they may he sub
jeet; if so, they Active
church members are but they
need :m possess genuine Christian character if
they wonld make their activity count in favor of
Christ's cause.

are awfully deceived.

very desirable,

Song in the Night.

EVEN men were buried beneath thou-
sands of tons of rock which fell
without a moment's warning in a
Cornish tin mine,

Willing hands soon began the work of rescue
though all despaired of finding any one alive.
Their worst fears were not quite realized.

One man was found, and was removed from his

comrades uninjured, the rocks having formed an

/

arch over him.

After two davs the men who were at work,
having been greatly encouraged by finding one
man alive, called very loudly to ascertain
whether others were alive and could speak

| man answered. He was an active Christian, and
a Sunday-school superintendent.
“Are you alone ?' asked some one,
*No; Christ is with me,”’ was the answer.
“Are you injured >'* was the next question.
‘‘Yes,"' replied the imprisoned man, ‘‘my legs
are held fast by something."’
Then, in a feeble voice he sung:—

““Abide with me! Fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepeu M with' me abide!
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When othor hetpers fait and comtorts flee,
f1elp ot the hedpless, O, abide with me.

‘They heard no more from him. Two days
Tater they tound bim with his legs crushed by a
huge vock which rested on them: but it
known from his hte and s last words that
had gone to be torever with the Lord,”
When he was buried

was
he

his funeral was attended
by hundreds of people
they carried
streets with theiy

According to the local
the casket  throngh  the
hands: and on the way to the
cemetery, nnd also at the graveside, his favorite
hymns were All as they

custom,

sung. were  weeping

| finally suag the hymm which was last upon his

lips, “Abide with Me' 5 and many felt the desire
of their own hearts expressed in the words—
“Inlife, indeath, O Lord, abide with me.”

o Nev, Willeam J. Lart, in C.E. World,

A FAVORITE.

*f can’t understand why Mrs. Day is such a
general favorite,”” the stranger remarked, leok
mg with puzzled eyes after the plain, poorly
dressed little woman who had just left them.
‘She isn’t a particnlarly bright talker.  There's
nothing noticeable about her anyway, vet every-
one ['ve meat seems to love her.”’

“If you saw her a half-dozen times vou wonld
understand,”” was the prompt reply,  “‘She has
two of the greatest charms in the world-—a
beantiful and sincere humility and an utter free-
dom from envy. 1 never saw anyone who was
happier over other peopie’s happiness. Tt seems
as if she has cleared herself out of the way ard
is utterly free to rejoice with others,  She has
made me understand, as no one ever did before,
how the meck may inherit the earih She in-
herits all the joy all the lives in our village."’

It was a beantiful picture of one of earth’'s
conquerors. There are many ways )
conrage, patience, perseverance, high ambition—
these all have their rewards. But in all the
world there is no road where joy so often passes
as that of the “‘*heart at leisure from itselt.’
The time that we mlght have for people, tle
time that we might ghave for God, if only self
were shut from the heart!—Selected.

FOLLY OF ATHEISM.

Someone tells of a man going out under the
starlit skies and looking up into the great infinite
bliie above him, and seeing the splendid constel-
lation of worlds on worlds, and realizing that the

| uhthinkable spaces beyond were filled with suns,

nd worlds, and systems, all moviog in perfect

| order and harmony, all obeving some stupendons

| *“The fool hath’ said in his heart,

One |
| good story of Mr. Moody:

un.versal law. And then this man, who from
the time he was a child on the nursery floor,
conld not see a ball roll across the carpet with-
out instantly asking, “Who did it?" declared,
in full view of this glorious nightly paunorama,
that nobody did it; that these brilliant orbs were
simply evolved; that they had wo creator, no
ruler, no planner but chance  And God looked
down from behind the stars and simply said:
*“There is ro

Sod,'
Rev. Ho Clay Trumbull tells the following
“In Moody's earlier
I critiz, who

days, in Chi an over

| was not an over-zealous worker, took Moody to

task for his defects in speech.  *You oughtn’t to
attempt to speak in pnhli('. Moody; you make
many mistakes in grammar.' ‘1 know I make
mistakes.' said Moody, ‘and I lack a great many
things; but I'm doing the best I can with wha

I've got.  But, look here, my friend, you've go

grammar enough: what are you doing with it for®
Jesus?' '' It is not often that the grumblers who
do no work are so well rebuked.




