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SPEKCH
BY THR

Hon, R, Harcourt

THE NBW LICENSE BILL.

Hon. R. HAR(j<>U!vr, M.i'.F., Provincial Treasurer, in

TuoviBg the second reading uf the Lic^nsf^ Bill, during

the Sehsion of the Ont:iri(> Legialaturt;, 1807, spoko as

foUows :

—

This l)ill has been discush-c I lnr<?cly in flio press ; ib has been dis-

cussed at public mejtingi. .Such merits as it has have bo'm pointed

out, and its demerits also t'l ;; )int of view have been in.ide

known. It is not loirprisiny, • >, i, .J, a liill dealing with t)iJH. ^ab-

ject should receive m.-irked ;',ftA;M'i')n tiu'uiyiiuut ihe country. The

subject is d^soi-ving of ibc ailcr; ion \\liicb It rece'vea. No niafna"

of le^ddation more aiFects t]ic woli!>Jo of oar people. n<.')ro (feeply

C(,ncerns tho betterment (-f their condition, ••han this h^isla'ion

afiV-_tiiig Vw: liquor pro; Jem and tlie direction of temperance ;. ,'ti-

mont in our midst. Siniibir h:c;iOr'tion, n -vunilar attenif)' • :t J.[,'iH-

lation in every 'itlier (•'unrry h.w ' reetivoii jUst the same attention

at the hands of th.^,. s, in !i;!i/;i.' meeting,", and otherwise. Not

only, therefore, have we tb". •.d' ;•''.• of its being thoroughly di.s-

cussed in the countr}% but j-e iuivu also tin- ad\*--'tji,ge of learning

the vieus of very imp'.h'nt d'-lc '.'iions, which at one time or an-

other, representing dil!i:it : It 'i'..- ' ')/.- -pit/tion, have waited nol

only upon the govennnent but npun groups of honorable members

who perchance differ from, the j; v. -iinu id.

It is to be regretted, Sir, th;!.t th. discussion evinces oaly a par-

tifil knowledge of the contents of the bill, only a limited apprecia-


