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Tobaotio Bank robbery at tbat city in 1873, when npw^ds ot
three hundred thousand dollars were secured.
The robbers rented an oflSce immediately over the vault of

the bank, and carried on a legitimate business therein for some
months before the robbery occurred. My readers will remem-
ber the circumstances of the great Ocean Bank robbery, in
New York, where Max Shinburne's party robbed that bank by
renting an insurance ofl&ce immediately below the president's
apartments, and then sawed through the floor into the bank
and blew open the safe. The same kind of tactics were used
here, only the robbers went into the bank from above instead
of from beneath, and tumbled into the vault direct, instead of
blowing open the vault door.

The gang were divided into regular reliefs, and while one
party were digging away through the night, the other were
posted in a front room over the St. Charles restaurant imme-
diately opposite, from which point a fine but strong silk cord
was stretched to the robbers' windows. Attached to the end
of this cord, next the windows over the bank, was a pendent
bullet, so that the confederates located over the St. Charles res-

taurant—whose business it was to watch for any signs of ap-
proaching danger—could signal the same on their immediate
discovery. In this manner the thieves had an abundance of
time and leisure, and finally effected an entrance to the vault
early in the night, when they carried away almost everything
of value the vault contained. '

It was Sheridan's generalship and even bravery, if one has
the right to apply that term to a person of this character, ut-
terly devoid of fear, that caused the retireinent of this large
amount of capital from Louisville circulation ; and these in-

stances, showing his wonderful genius for schemes requiring
skill, patience, and pt onal courage, could be multiplied almost
beyond number ; but those I have already given will serve to
illustrate his marked ability, and also the almost exceptional
instance of a criminal beginning among the lowest of asso*
ciates, and by the tact, skill, and frugality which would hava
made him a millionaire in respectable life, gradually climbing
higher and higher in his grade of crimes with his companions
«i stepping-stonefc, until he arrives at the very pinnacle of his
orimiual calling, and has acquired in that profession everything


