
iluty i« tlia* <i^ clcarinf,' out tlic dluht's tocnalilo tlu'ni satisfiictorily to fuHil tlio tliitios

..iitiiil.'d u|»>n tluMu : uiiinipdrd driiimw (;..iisc.|Ufntly ia many partn (.f tlio liiu^

Imiidi KHiHs 1ms sproiilrd uvor llio luiidhtd wliicli to /vn oliscrvcr witiiout j.m.'iK'id

cxpcrii'iK-o docs not H»ii.';,'<'st ii t'livounililt' opinion of its (•Imnicb'r, wliilr in t i.-L, it docs

not affect thn Hiifety and tliiirmter of tilt" roiwilx'd.

On tli(> condition of the rcuUied, it is my duty fivv(.unil)ly to loport. Yho l.iili.ist

is of an excellent eliaraeter, and there is plenty of it. It is not very neatly dressed oH

as on older lines, l.ut tliat is more a matter of appearance allectini,' the luusiied l(.ok ot

the woik. than in any way a detrimei\t injurious to the safety and chara.'ter of tii.'

track. 1 liave myself Keen on a train which travelled forty ndlcs an luuir, and I never

felt the Hli>,'htest anxiety as to the propriety of this speed.

I have reason to helieve that there are occasions whero specials have been run

between Drummondville and St. Hyacinthe at the extreme rate of sixty ndles an hour,

and I ilo not l)(ili«'ve that those anpiainted with the condition of the track felt that any

risk was hein^' incurred during the jourm-y. The outer portion of the track to l>rmn-

niomlville is cleared oiV,i?enerally, and the fencin-; in ;,'ood condition. Kast of Drum-

mondville, this H.ime condition is by no means universal. There are spots wImmv the

li.dit bush has yet to be removed. I cannot precisely «ive the extent of this ground

where such work is necessary, but with a sullicient party, a few day.s would rectify it.

Where the land is under cultivation, the fencin,-; is re<:ular and erticient. In thi" places

where the line pa.=>ses through a timbered country of li;,dit bush with a thick under

f,'rowtli, fencinj,' has not b(!en constructed, but no inconvenience arises to the line, for

the bush itself is close and thick, and animals are not likely to stray throu<;h it.

it will thus be .seen that in those 7.5 miles there is a good roadbed, well ballasted ;

the rails in line ; tlie ditches freely carrying ofY the water, with regularity of different.

Trades, the whole in etllcient and satisfactory working ord»'r.

"
While what may be called tli<! ornamental work of the roadbed may re.piire atten-

tion to obtain th(^ neatness ob.servable in an (.Ider line and always agreeable to the eye,

I have to report the line, to the extent nami'd, to bo in excellent condition.

I am, sir, your very obedient servant,

WILMAM KTN(!SF()11D,
Enylnec.r in chdrgi'.

To the Engineer in Chief,

Department of l{ailways.

Ott.\wa, 1 Ith June, 1897.

CoLLlNOWOOn SCHRKinKlt, Kstj., CM. (5.,

Chief Engineer Railways and Canals.

SiK,—Havin" made an inspection of the Drummond County Railway for a distance

of about seventy°(70) miles from Ste. Ro.salie, I beg to submit the followi'ig brief

"
''"'l found the roadbed to be firm and in very good shape throughout, and, with the

exception of thiHu; miles pui'po.sely left without ballast, in view of a contemplated change

of alignment, well ballasted, the material being of exceptional excellent .luality.

The rails are all in g(wl condition, weighing HO lbs. to the yard.

The .rrades are not excessive, the only point at which 100 per 100 is exci-eded

bein<' at the St. Krwicis river, the approaches to which, on either side, are now 1 -LO per

100." I understand the company are to reduce this grade before the road is taken over

by the Government. .

Tiie percentage of curvatuie is exceptionally small, the curves with one exception

(one of G") not exceeding 4' or a radius of 1,433 feet.

I may sav in this connection, that on my return journey, the train, consisting ot

an engine" aiui combination car, inadc^ tlu- .listance of «« miles in 90 minutes, inclutling

two stoppages, the last 28 miles being run in 30 minutes, without the least discomfort

to the passengers on the train.


