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CHAPTER I

Salem and the Hathornes: 1630-1800

The three earliest -Jettlements on the New
England coast were Pl3miouth, Boston, and
Salem; but Boston soon proved its supe 'or
advantages to the two others, not ' nly from its
more capacious harbor, but also from the con-
venient vaterway which the Charles River
afforded to the interior of the Colony. We find
that a number of English families, and among
them the ancestors of Gen. Joseph Warren and
Wt idell Phillips, who crossed the ocean in
1640 in the "good ship Arbella," soon after-
ward migrated to Watertown on Charles River
for the sake of the excellent farming lands
which they found there. Salem, however,
maintained its ascendency over Plymouth and
other neighboring harbors on the coast, and
soon grew to be the second city of importance
in the Colony during the eighteenth century,
when the only sources of wealth were fishing,
shipbuilding, and commerce. Salem flourished
remarkably. Its leading citizens became wealthy
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