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8 THE BLAZED TRAIL

rison & Daly to get a certain amount of work, short
of absolute completion, done for nothing.

"How much does the timb - estimate?" he in-

quired finally.

" About five millions."
*' III need a camp of forty or fifty men then. I

don't see how I can run such a camp without bor-
rowing.

"You have i,ome money, haven't you?"
" Yes; a little. But I have a fainiiy. too."
" That's all right. Now look here." Daly drew

towards him a sheet of paper and began to set down
figurer showing hov/ the financing co.ild be done.
Finally it was agreed. Radway was permitted to
draw on tho Company's warehouse for what provis-
ions he would need. Daly let him feel it as a con-
cession.

All this was in August. Radway, who was a good
practical woodsman, set about the job immediately.
He gathered a crew, established his camp, and began
at once to cut roads through the country he had al-

ready blazed on his former trip.

Those of us who have ever paused to watch a group
of farmers working out their road taxes, must have
gathered a formidable impression of road-ckaring.
And the few of us who, besides, have experienced the
adventure of a drive over the same higlrvay afier the
tax has been pronounced liquirlnted, must have in-

dulged in varied reflections as to the inadequacy of the
result.

Radway's task was not merely to level out and bal-
last the six feet of a road-bed already constructed,
but to cut a way for five miles through the unbroken
wilderness. The way had moreover to be not less
than twenty-five feet wide, needed to be absolutely
level and free from any kind of obstructions, and re-
quired in the swamps liberal ballasting with poles,


