
IH)licv, iIk-v paralvzccl tliL- Uii.li' of lluTimiitry, itnivi- IiinKlrcds "f tlioiisalulH

of oiir iiwu iicdpli- away frimi Uiiir mvll lauil, ileiirc-iiatiil the valUL' in farm

ami iillKT l.Ml>i'rtv ri.,i„ciil tllr (U'tliaiul fiM lal»ir all.l tliu waKesiif tlu wurk-

illKlliau ami ir^'atc, a ft-L-rin; cif ilus|H)n(k-my lliroliKlDUt Ihc Cdiilitry. Itl

OpiH>~iliuii llay have cjp|«isLil tlicrciiii-ilies wliitli wfhavi- aiiplicil with -.cpitic

iiicaMirc i)f success to Ihc unfortunate evil- with which lluy have ifllicteil

the country, ami even to-dav in their hhmlness they still threaten, if niveii

an i>piH)rtunitv, to umUv our wi>rk ami rek«,ite L'anaila to the |».sitioii into

which thev luiil siicceeiled in pUitminK her when we wc. summoned liy the

lieo])le to' her rescue, ! .Vpplause, 1 Mr, Chairman jnlviuK from your

applause it is clear that yol Mldorse iny st,u<ment til i the day when

Sir Wilfriil I.aurier took conunand was Canada's liriKlite-t red-letter day,

tClieers, I No wonder our i>p|Kinents are out "f touch with the electors,

who prefer (vace and i>rosiH,r'' v to discord and depression. No woiulcr

that tliiuns luivc none '-adlv with them lor th'- last six years, are now noitlK

from IkuI to w.irse, ami tli.it it look-, is if after our next j;eneral eiii;at;ement

with them three years hence the Tory Opiiositiou at Dttawa will he as

extinct as the doai'.-(lau(,'hterl -and foi the same excellent and sullicieiit

reason, that in these modern and progressive times, which fnriush so many

examples of the doctrine of survival of the llttest, no iseful purpose seems

likely to lie served liy their further existence, il.aunhter.)

A Progreasive Govorr.mont.

As for the record of the Oovernmcm, it is made up of records of the

various departments. With vour permission, I will for a few moments ilea

w'th the two departments iinilcr my charj;e—the I'ostollice Department and

•he Department of l,al»ir, iApplanse, i

\s to the Posti flicc Department, v<ni will a«ree with me, I think, that

itisthedutv ,if the State to he /(*).,'/ .iW/»-.v»v<.</;< in extemlillK postal

services ainonj;-t the ixoplc. This i. the view that as I'ostmaster-Ceneral

I have ever endeavored to live up to, with what success yon may judjie Irom

the fr iires which I now purpose to Rive you, showiuu the state ol the

services for the fiscal vear ended June .',oth, iSc/., hein.i! the last year ot the

late \ilministratiini, and also for the fiscal year cUisinR June ,-,><th, ;.jio.

Our pre.lecess,,rsinaint.iincd no services in the Viikou and Atlin districts,

and for the sake of a true comparison hctnx n the adimnistration of the

del>arliiient 1
. '.li hue Covernnlent and the |.rcsent one, all postal matters

co-mected witli llie Yukon aii.l .\lliii are left out of c.insldcralion in the

fijiures and oliservatitms winch I am ahout to suhimt to you.

Growth of Postal Servlee.

Comparill" then, the .administration of the department in IS./, and

iqo^ there ha" been the following extension ill the service :—An increase

ol Saa in th- numlicr of postoffices — fchcers 1—an increase ot 4.461,109

miles in the inileaRe that the mails have lieeu carried —(cheers)- or a per

centa-'e increase of i4-'4' per cent, ; an increase of 260 iu the number ot post-
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