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CANADA’S IMMIGRATION POLICY ^ **'

Statement by the Prime Minister
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May / 1947

Before the House resumes the debate on the second 

reading of the bill to amend the Immigration Act, I should 
like to set forth, in broad outline, the government’s policy 

with respect to immigration.
The policy of the government is to foster the 

growth of the population of Canada by the encouragement of 

immigration. The government will seek by legislation, 

regulation, and vigorous administration to ensure the 

careful selection and permanent settlement of such numbers 

of immigrants as can advantageously be absorbed in our 

national economy.

Like other major problems of today, the problem 

of immigration must be viewed in the light of the world 
situation as a whole. A wise and productive policy for 

Canada cannot be devised by studying only the situation within 

our own country. For example, temporary but effective limits 

on any policy that is to be applied immediately are created 
by the problem of providing ocean transportation and of
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