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Tape of DC-8 crash: ‘No, no, no'
The mmin, e*,rp, /rom cleared back coure. lag, Captain, I

ILS 32, turning right tired of fighting.
First Officer: Laugh-

mÈÊÊÊÊMÊÊMMrnm Hi
‘Sorry, Pet■ ■ a ?evidence at the hearing 

into the crash of an 
Air Canada DC-8 is the trans­
cript read to the hearing of a 
tape recording of the cockpit 
conversion. The times given 
are the times elapsed in minu­
tes and seconds from the be­
ginning of the tape. The 
lier part of the tape was des­
cribed as not significant. 
Doubtful words are in brac­
kets.

20:13

that thing off the 
ground. There you 
are, he is leaving a 
smoke screen for you 
just to make it a little 
more challenging. 
Toronto Tower: (un­

intelligible) 621 To­
ronto clear to land 
(on) runway 32.
First Officer: 621. 

29:00 Captain: My IFR ap­
proach here unknown, 
hey, hey, hey.
First Officer: Here 
we have a green, the 
flares appear to be a 
little bit high. Yeh, 
you are low on the 
glide path.
Captain: Yeh, but 
this thing takes you 

way down the runway, 
terrible, it’s a noise 
abatement glide path. 
First Officer: Yeh. 
First Officer: Takes 
the whole airfield that 
way (unintelligible). 
Captain: Yeh.
Captain: Okay.
Apparent power re­
duction,

29:38.5 Captain: No, no, no. 
29:39

intermittent signs]] 
Toronto depart» 
control: Air Can» 
621 confirm on the* 
ershoot.

31:01
25:00 ing.Toronto approach 

control, to 230;
First Officer: Roger,

26:04 Second Officer: Dual 
(panel) Let.
Captain: Thank you. 
35 flap.
Captain: 35 flap.
First Officer: 35.
First Officer: 142. 
Toronto approach 
control, Air Canada 
621, right around to 
310 to intercept the 
back course, tower 
now 1187, good day. 
First Officer (main­
tain) 310 Roger, good 
day.
First

25:02 31:03 First Officer: Affir 
ative.
Toronto depart, 
control: Okay, , 
your in tenth 

please?
First Officer: Rc« 

we would like to cin 
back for another 
tempt on 32.
Well, Toronto den 
ture control K sa 
the runway is clos, 
debris on the runwi
your vector will be I
a back course 23 k 
it’s probably about t 
best. The surface wi 
is northwest at lfl 
15, turn right head! 
070; 3,ooo feet. 
First Officer: R]« 
070, roger, 3,000. 
Toronto departu 
control: Roger 621. 
Captain: We ha 
lost No. 4 engine. 
First Officer: Ha 
we?
Captain: (uninteliii

26:06230. 28:56
26:0725:05 31:04Toronto approach 

control, you are cur­
rently 3Vi east of the 
marker.
First Officer: 621. 
Captain: Before land-

ear-
26:08

28:5926:09
31:0625:10

25:18
26:11

Captain: IRW identi­
fied and the whiskey 
on No. 1.
Unidentified, w h i s- 
tling.
Unidentified, w h i s- 
tling.
Toronto approach 
control, Air Canada 
621, you are cleared to 
3,000.
Apparent power re­
duction.
First Officer: 621, 
cleared to 3 000 leav­
ing 6.
Captain: In-range 
check.
Unidentified (unintel­
ligible)
Unidentified (Yeh)
First Officer: Flaps 
to go.
Captain: Okay, 18 
flap.
Second Officer: We 

have been pumping 
for a while, we have 

2800 pounds in the 
main tanks.
Captain: Okay.
Captain: 23.
Click.
First Officer: 164.
First Officer: Nice 
day.
Captain: Beautiful.
First Officer: That’s 

where old (unintelligi­
ble) lives, there, I 
guess. What do they 
call it, High Park? 
Captain: Okay.
First Officer: Apart- 
m e n t s, see them 
there?
Captain: Okay, the 
white ones there.
First Officer: Yeh. 
Captain: Oh, veh.
First Officer. It looks 

over the (unintelligi­
ble) it’s quite a good 
view out over the lake 
there.
Second Officer: The 

housing in Toronto is 
out of this world, ex­
pensive yeh.
First Officer: Yeh, 
expensive all right.
First Officer: Yeh, 
lot of people must 
have made a lot of 
money.
Captain: Yeh, I'll 
say.
Captain: Four for 
three.
First Officer: Four 
for three.
Click, click, click, 
click.
Apparent power In­
crease.
Toronto approach 
control: Air Canada 
621 is cleared for the 
vector OLS back 
course 32 and turn 
right to 230 final and 3 
miles.
First Officer: Roger,

ing.
%29:1425:21 Clunk, Increase In 

background noise. 
First Officer: 2975. 
Toronto approach 
control, 621 right turn 
now to heading 280, 
you are 3 to the mar­
ker.
First Officer: Air 
Canada 280 621 
First Officer: Check 

3 green 4 pressures, 
spoilers on the flare. 
McKINNON: A”d I 

interject here, in the 
next short sequence, Mr. Com­
missioner, there will be no 
misunderstanding as to what 
has been said and due to be 
misunderstood. Mr. Clarke 
will be giving evidence on 
this, as will The Chairman of 
The Human Factors Group, 
but Captain Hamilton and 
First Officer Rowland had dif­
ferent views as to the arming 
of the spoilers and, as will ap­
pear from the evidence, and 
they had worked out 
rangement between 
First Officer Rowland wanted 
them armed at 2,000 feet, Cap­
tain Hamilton for what he 
called, for safety reasons, did 
not want the spoilers armed 
but wanted them deployed 
from the ground so that when 
First Officer Rowland 
flying the aircraft they 
armed on the flare, as I re­
member.

31

120:48
25:24
25:35

26:16

I21:29

29:2122:17 26:31 Officer: To­
ronto Tower, Air Can­

ada 621 approaching 
the whiskey.
Toronto Tower, 621 

No. 1 will depart 
27:27.

f
25:40

22:20 26:3425:41 29:29 31:25
29:3222:21

26:38
27:02

First Officer: Roger. 
Apparent power in­
crease.
First Officer: Yeh, 
it’s pretty late. 
Captain: Yeh.
First Officer: Sur­
prise (unintelligible).

31:27MR.
should 31:2829:33’2 23

27:17 29:37
22:34 29:3827:18

27:19 ?22:37
ble).22 41 First Officer: Sorry, 

Pete.
31:36 Unidentified (unintel­

ligible).
Second Officer: Fuel, 
Second Officer: Fuel 
Captain: Eh?
Second Officer: Fuel 
Captain: Is it?
First Officer: Yeh. 
Captain: Okay, cul 
No. 4.
First or Second Offl. 
cer: No. 4 engine? 
Captaiij: Yeh.
First or Second Offi­
cer: No. 3 engine? 
Captain: No. 4.
First Officer: No. 4, 

right.
Captain: No. 3 la 
jammed too.
First Officer: Is it? 
Captain: There it is. 
Captain: The whole 
thing is jammed. 
Crackling noise.
First Officer: What 
was that?
First Officer: What 
happened there, Pete? 
Captain: That’s No. 
4, that’s No. 4 (unin­
telligible) something 
has happened (unintel­
ligible).
first Officer: Oh, 

look, we’ve got a (un­
intelligible).
Captain: (unintelligi­
ble).
Loud sound of explo­
sion.
First Officer: Pete, 
sorry.
Sound of explosion 
louder than the first. 
Captain: AH right. 
Toronto departure 
control: 621, the status 
of your aircraft, 
please?
Sound of metal tear-

22 42 29:40 Apparent power In­
crease.
Noise of impact.
First Officer: Sorry, 
Pete.
Captain: Okay.
Captain: We have 
lost our power.
Unknown (exclama­

tion).
Toronto Tower: Air 

Canada 621 ton* the) 
takes you on the over­
shoot and you can con­
tact departure on 199 
or do you wish to 
come in for an imme­
diate 05 right.
Captain: Okay, we 
will go around, I think 
we are all right.
First Officer: Oh, 
roger, we will go all 
the way (around) 
thanks. Tower: Okay 
contact departure.
First Officer: Roger, 
1199.

31:40 
' 31:42AIR CANADA22:51 29:41

29:43
31:44

29:44an ar- 31:4622:59
23:06
23:08
23:09
23:29

29:48We'rethem.

29:52 <129:56 %•Going23:32 *23:40 31:53
was

were 32:02
Places 32:0423:45 They worked out this be­

tween them. When Captain 
Hamilton was flying Die air­
craft they were deployed on 
the ground.

32:08
32:10 I30:02Reprinted from13:45

the Globe & Mail
32:1230:0523:46

\32:13
THE COMMISSIONER: What 

is meant by on the flare 
Posed to on the ground?

MR. McKINNON: Well, as 
they are coming in to land, as 
I say. this will be gone into de­
tail-in great detail as to their 
attitude to the spoiler system, 
but I just wanted to explain 
that so there will be no misun­
derstanding and that the Cap­
tain- wasn’t suggesting, as 
might appear, that the spoil­
ers were to be deployed on the 
flare, at least that is our con­
clusion from our knowledge of 
the background.

MR. McKINNON CONTIN­
UES READING TRAN- 
SCRIPT:

27:27 .Captain: Landing 
flap.
First Officer: 129. 
Captain: 134 5. 
Apparent power de­
crease.
First Officer: 621 Is 
by the whiskey. 
Toronto Tower: 621 
Roger check (your) 
gear down.
First Officer» Gear 
down.
Second Officer: Spoil­
ers to go and the 
board’s clear. 
Captain: 
thanks.
Apparent power in­
crease.
Whistling.
Captain: Ho, ho, ho. 
Captain: Well, that’s 

right on the vassy, we 
are a little below the 
glide sole see.
First Officer: Yeh, 
.veh, you’re right. 
Captain: It’s going to 
be rougher than a gut, 
look at that stuff lay­
ing there on the run­
way.
Apparent power de- 

First Officer: Get

23 47 
23:47
23:48

32:16as op-
27:30

32:1727:31 30:11
27:36

30:14 Captain: Get the 
gear up please, Don. 

30:16 Sound of horn.
First Officer: What 
about the flap?

30:18 Captain : Flap 25.
First Officer: Sorry, 
what was (unintelligi-

27:40

T23:56
32:1827:43

30:17

27:4524.01
30:20 32:1927:4624:08

ble). 32:23
30:27 First Officer: (Unin­

telligible).
30:32 Second Officer: No. 4 

generator’s gone. 
Captain: Okay, get 
the cross feed off first 
(go) good (unintelligi-

27:49 Okay, 32:2424:12
27:51

32:2624:26
30:34 32:2628:1525:41 First Officer: Check 

3 green, 4 pressures, 
spoilers on the flare. 
Captain: Okay.
Brakes 3 green, 4 
pressures, spoilers (on 
the flare).
First Officer: no (or 
“or”) on the ground. 
Captain: All right, 
give them to 
the flare.
Captain: I have given 
up.
First Officer: (laugh-

<$28:2424:27
28:28

ble).24:32 25:45 32:2730:46 Captain: Will _ 
give the approach a

you ing.24:35
32:28 Captain: We’ve got 

an explosion.
First Officer: Oh, 
look, we got (flame). 
First Officer: Oh, 
gosh.
Unknown: We’ve lost 
awing.

32:38 End of tape. 
Certified Corrects 
Chartered Shorthand Report»1"

28:32 call?
30:40 to 30:4724:46 Sound «f 

middle marker aignal. 
First Officer: To­
ronto approach con­
trol, Air Canada 621 is 
overshooting on a 32. 
(End of readable 

transmissions on Cap­
tain’s headset due to

25:52 32:3028:37
30:5025:53 32:32

me on
32:35

28:42
24:55

28:48

%
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