
utler's show resemblés Iounge aci
colour of bis compositions. His next piece,

Utiys.*T composed by Butle-r's musical mentor Alvin
Ocb1r h 12n&Si13 Batiste, was much more sucoessful, a kind of

OdOI 12 13bluesy ragtirne wbch more adequately dis-

révie by âe Eaiisplayed Butiers skill as a player. A nuniber of
wéwlw b hEk Evns is following tunes wereý jazz buit on a,

New Yor-based jazz pianist and vôc ëalist twelve-bar pattern, a kinïd of Iyrîcal story-
H-enry Butler visfted Edmonton to consider- telling, diat.redeemed the failureof bii first'
able advance praise this past weekend. He two presentations. Unfortunately,41taS a
bas received acdlaim firom numerous jazz followed by an uninspired rendering-of thé
publications in recent- years as an eclectic Beates' "ýYesterday" with gospel overtones
stylist, melding- alli t igenoùs musical that, while mldly interesting, revealed
forms.wbicb he encountered In his youth in Butler's amazing. vocals. He -possesses -an

New Orleans. He has said tbat New Orleans enormously powerful--voice (Butter was
is eone of the bst places todevelop, because trained as a classical vocalist) reminiscent of
you dont bave tbe opportunity ta label Pau[ Robeson, whicb he exploited to much
yourself. You eitberplay everything they put better effect tbrougbout, the 'rest of the

wnmoem, ~before you, use every opporturifty to play evening on a number of rhytbm ànd blues
rieBaleub,.music, or you don't playat all.» Unfortunate- and gospel numbers.

[y, Budier's performance Friday resembled a Perhaps the most annoying aspect of the

The Gateway- vs. FM88 louflge acmore than jazz performanlce, infl nn a ulrs.cntn htè e

lluteropened his concert with two origin- fromn the pèrforrmer, often -resolutely silent In
ai compositions,.'Improvisations on an Ap-_ jazz performances asîde from announcing

pachian- Tbeme" and "Improvisations on the next tune, but in this case Butler spoke as39~an Afghan Thrme," bath of which were much as he played and his performance
virtual assaults of the keyboard. Melodically, would have been more satisfying had bis3 .9 0 both pieces were quite interesting but music. been of larger 'proportion in the.

.(W e mÎssed a cofvért) Butlers e lendless attack undçrmined the presentation.
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