
)ust when you thought ît couldn't be done

Dr. -Peters has changed the ýworl4
The distortion and inaccuracy of , the
"traditional" worcj rmap, deveioped 'for
navigators in 1569, has given the world a faise
impeso of itselIf. Germa n historian- Dr. Arno
Peters seeks to correct that lmpression with this
completely area-accura te map of the world.

by maie Kaiser
Rep.tuted frvont the Cord Weekly

Take a good look at that map on the watt.
Chances are, it'sa Mercator map -the more or less

"standard" wàrld projection that bas beeri used in
homes, chusroms, and offices since its creation some
400years ago.T is ývery famitiar global view, developed by
Flemis-bom Germman cartographer Gerbard Kemner
Mercier (better known by bis tatinized name Gerardus
Mercator), wus deslgned for navigation of the high seas.
indeed, the' Mercator map - tbêf'irstto show compass
courses as stralght Uines - remnais an ideal tool for use
by sailors.

Mercator never intended his navigâtionat miap to
be used as aý world map, notes WLU geography

prfess or. C. Grant Head. Unfortunately, largely
bqause of ignorance, the Mercator projection ended

up onl classrom watts, says Head.

Inaccurate world picture

The problem with the Mercator mnap is that it
presents us with a verydlstorted world vlew. As was the
custom Of the timeMercator designed his mnap with his
homneblnd - and cônsequently ail of Western Europe
- at its center point. In reality, Germany is situated in
the northemmost quarter of ilie globe. It is this Eu rope-
centered nature of the Mercator projection and the
resultlng huge distortion of -land masses that have
moved Germân historian and philosopher Dr. Arno

Peters to devetop a new wold projection that shows
land masses in their correct proportions.

L/ooking at thé'Mercatormap, we find that:
*Groenland appears to be twice as large-as China,

although China, is In- reality four times as large as
Groenland.

0 The haîf of the world's surface that lies north of the
equator.covers two-thirds of th e Mercator map, white
the southern hemisphere is compressed to one-third of
the map.

e White Africa is In fact atmost 50 per cent targèr than
the Soviet Union, the Mercator map depicts the U.S.S.R.
as more than twice the size of Af rica.

'a Europe is sbown on the Mercator map to be larger
than South America, white if is really 50 per cent smaller.

0 White Scandinavila appears larger than India on the
Mercator map, tndia is actually about three times targer.

TbsNouth 18.9 mlLsq.anhlss

9T11msoum: 3 &6euiLqmlu

The. traditional Mercator rnap distorts the world to the
advantage of the North. White the North la in tact on/y
hait as large as the South, the Mercator map shows 1h
ho -bd much larger.

Deviaed in 1569 in Germany, the Mercator map shows
Europe'to b.: larger than South America, which la
reatly almoat doubte the s/z. of Europe.

T

The traditional map exaggerates the northomermost
areas; as' a resuit, southorn ares ot the globe seem

4smai! by comparison. Groenland appears to b. farger
than China, although China 18 reallY tour times its aize.'

4

Sovlot-usuon: 8 .7 mNî.sq~nus

The Soviet Union appears on the Mercator map ho b.
more than double the size of'Africa, in spite ot the tact
that Atica is actually much largefr.
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