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There is ife beyond'
mere budget restrailnts

As awxlerntechnology discovers ever new ways tu treat

frmnerly ioerale dseases-, there are peuple who would arpue
tar thtin s costs to and thé declininix resources of society

dictate that the new curables should be lef t bebirid, like the
Eskcir-bos, inithe snow, unseen, to die qu.aetly.

That is a primitive view, to be seen on the popular show
.4nimd Kigomwbr in çold b1oo nature's rude of law -
survival of t fiutest-seerns to work mnarvelously well, if yopx

are fit. For most, ýhis Ls ton crlde in its simplicitýi. So, if you
prefer equations, you could conj.iîe the marginal utility of
e'very -extra dollar society allocates to a class we, might
generally oel bandkcapped - set off against the oportunity
of using !bat extra dollar for the good of the restof us. Below
somte point whete the curves intersect everything ceases te
exist.

The question of how Ion&g we can afford to take care of
those who donot take care of themnselves bas been confrunted
several tirnes recently. Many articles have à~ealt with the heady
stuff of trearing sick, unborni babies (or fetuses), the chronicall
iii whose deaths are butprolonged, and those with incurable
diseases for which cures are just around the scienîific corner.

The questions bave beeri put: 1) cari we even argue about
the costs, monerary and spirtual, of maintaining à life and 2)
if so, who will decldcand at which point. that a life is no longer
wortb IvinR?

Thougb a from academic, it is relatively easy at leasit t
argue the question of whether we have the techno)logy to sus -
tain the marginally alire human being and wbether our
resources arc.or are net so finite tbat wè* can or can not affura
Co do so.

1't is less easy, a.nd ertainly less sociaNy açceptable to talk
about the marginal utiity of helping those we might oeil the
rvminally handicapped - the disabled people in wheelchairs,
with. probiernis ef seelng, bearing or talking, or other
difficulties wbich do noe force the immediate and dramnatic
confrontation betweeo life and death: apparetly, from tht
absence or avoidance of debate, we are are that such
disabltd people are gond for society and shui1d be given every
opporrunity to participate as fulli menibers in it.At ltast, in tbeory. -But ont article fromn tht whole
doomsaying collectio n asks at what cost will society continue.
to htlp the disabled. In ont, Roger Starr of the Neu, York
Times editorial board asits: Could our finite resources be used
better (iLe. more efficiently> taking care of normal people -
would not society bc better off as a wbole?'

.Tht same kindof argunnî as been used in defense of
expedient, undemocratîc guvernment. Thus, the marginal
usefulness of participation in the' state and responsible
goverrimrent is net worth tht great bureaucratic, procedural
expense of runninig a democratic systemn.

- Democratic goverriment, however, whether or not it
werks, is somethin rople will still provide for. Like ensu ring
tht rights of disable people it is unrealistic to compute the
costs of maintaining a political sstemi that ensures freedom
and liberty; reall, it is just a simp le matter of priorities. So far,
we bave maintained that the rigibi te lite is as important as the,
right of freedoni, but we are confronted increasingly witb
value! cest decisions about tht value of life - werse, the value of
disabled lives. At some point we will have tu face the moral,
human commandment thar we are net frcetut make such
choices.

Peter Michalyshyn

LETTERS TO THE EDITO.R

Cynics denounce ,Poland,,Russia
Over the past few weeks

cynics have portrayed Western
concerni about martial law in
Poland as hypocrisy since many
now denouncinig tht Polish
governiment and tht Soviet Union
are not also denouncing tht
buman righîs violations and tht
deaths -in such counîtries as El
Salvador and Guatemala.

Tht accusation, though
mainly leveled by inveterate
Yankee haters no doubt, is moxst
likely accurate in depicting the
reaction of the Reasan ad-
ministration whicb wisbes. to
make as much political mileage as
possible oui of tht situation.
Nevertheless, the outrage and
concern, of the majority of the
Western world can easily be
undersîood by simply that - we are
the Western world.

.Poland, te many of us, is
something we can relate to. ht is a
European nation with an im-
menseiy rich and ancieni history
that interlocks with that of tht
rest of Europe.

Historicaily, for example,
France had close relations with
Poland under l'ancien regime:
Louis XV's wife and quten, Marie
LeGzinska, was Polish and lier
faîher, Stanislas, ruied over tht
Duchy of Lorraine.

Furthermore, tht lasi king of
Poland in the 18th century (before
the partitions> and a French
cabinet minister of tht 1970's
were both of the famous
Poniatowski family. Closer te
home, we have been able ta set
whaî effeci ihis îragedy has had on
Canadians of Polisb descent,
including our Polish professors

right litre on campus.

Thus, the Western w ords
a pparent "double standard",
ibougli net inîellecîually
justifiable, is emnotionally un-
dersiandable. After ail, did we not

go to war in 1939 tua% C- 1>landéIf the cynics are inttlligent

enouh te be cynical, sureiy they
shudbc intelligent tnough tu

undtrstand- this.
Nicolas Dimic

.ArtsllI

Hypocritical s tance
Christina Fernandez shiaoes

tht mmentality of the poiitical right
te an extent tisai would shockher
if she were capabWlof thinking
beyond Tht Stalinisi tant she has
iearned se well. Tht right
hypocritically opposes repression

Illiteracy
A ol su yto: please suggest to

M. W. Ekelund ihat ht/shMe stop

flouîi!ng the rules of commun:
English usage, and fWanting.
his/her ignorance lai your
columns.

And you too, Mr. Editor, why
don't you use your.prerogaiive andi
change words that are mis-used..

If you don't, then you may-
ifind your paper competing in tht
illiteracy stakes with other Ed-
monton rnewspapers.

.C.G.. Englefield
Depi. of Electrical En#.

Ed. note: The letter in question os
Irm the Tuesila,Januaty 12th
eduton of the Gateway, wbîch, in

p~rn reds:"Flaanting aatboriay
emdsociety, but r»M .nm accep-

tble meais swalkng aune ino
and acceptifig changes in socsety."

i n Eastern Europe while suppor-

ting it elsewhere. Is Ms. Fer-
nandez any less hyprocritical
when she plays the samne tune in
reverse?

Lech, Walesa, she says, is an
American spy. Like a truc oeac-
tionary she can explain any

uno ,oraie reality by invoking
the spectre of outside agitators.

She considers herself a true
progressive. No, Ms. Fernandez,
after Hungary anu:Czechoslovakia
and Poland uni), crue believers stili
worship ai the Soviet aitar.

Ala4 Rudcowski
Library

LETTERS
eIxters to the Editur shoul. hbc a

maximum ot 250) words un an)
subject. Letters must be-signed and
include faculty, year and phone
number. No anonymous letters wiil bc
pubiished. Ail letters should be typed.
althuh we wiil reiuctantly accept
themn if they are very rieatiy vwritten.
We reserve the right to edi; fur libel
and ien&th. Letters do flot neoessarily
refiect the views of the Gateway.

MANAGINO M R" thOion
4-Z.Vo (>aimi QG Hart%

PaoucVC1ot4 Robert CoX*
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Staff this issue- some people pick thé oddest ime tu céach peuple- thinga. Peter
Durowix began at il pi. coshqvwjùhnRoggeveen and Alexandra Miller how tu paint
faces, char is, Dave Oginskî's and BrettKulimmn. Apparently Diana Taschuk
thouglit k as somte dewiatiosi formi of Engineering Week statue. She calied Gerard
Kenniedy, Peter Jarvis, uand Kenneth Tsai over f rom Wvhere Kent Blinston was
preaching civir Poaitks custop the madness. But Geoffrey Hackson had somne ideas
aibout msdnaaa himaseif aijer reading D.H. Laurence over a few imes. Sar Neige and
Martin Beales were fascMlted by *il of this, but Bethjacub nmerely turned away cu BilUy
McKay, who vas trying ever su subdiey tu make a point. Nut tu far away, Dave Finstadbr1tethe Cour minute mri ieby typesetting faster chan John Savard can seilicomputers.
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