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Trees for the Prairie Hlome-A Practical Plan
~-Winds, the One Disagreeable Feature of Prairie Life, are Easily &-9m

Counteracted and Home Life Transformed - A Helpful
Story by a Practical Expert.

ê l ~By Archibald Mitchell,

tim i.J Wester

0f the necessity for' trees about the
home, it should nlot be necessary to write-

One has oniy to live even a few months
on the Prairies to know how wetcome a
sheiter is when the wind is biowing.

We are glad to see the Chinooks in the
winter. We look upon themn as a special
biessing after a spel1 of 30 beiow, but they
are ail the better when you can enjoy the
baimy weather they bring, behind the
shelter of a weii-arranged beit of trees.

And even in the summer; who does not
know how disagreabie it can be sometimes
to go out, anywhere away from the shelter
of the house, and be swept aimost off ane's
feet by the sheer force of the wind.

Then there is the dust. In this coun-
try, as in ail other dry countries, the dust
like the poor, seems ta be always with us;
and yet, these trees stop a tremendous lot
,of dust. At least the smother from the
neighbouring summer faiiow neyer reach-
es the houses when there is a substantial
sheiter beit between it and the west wind.

And Temper and Nerves! There is no
teli ing the difference a f ew trees make. No
wonder some poor women get discouraged
and, indeed, almost distracted, sometimes,
when the wmnd cornes sweeping dlown, the
washing biows away, and everything goes
Nvrong at once. Two or three days, at
steady high wind have an uncanny power
to razzie ones nerves; there's fia mistake
about it.

And yet, anc can get about quite com-
fortabiy in the tee of a good beit of trees
whether it blows high or biows low.

How aften these days do we see mention
of the aptimismn of the western farmer.

.How, fia matter how badiy he is hit, he
just launches out again and carrnes an,
seemingly as fuit of optimism as ever.

"This. is going te be the banner year,
the best yet" he says, and off he goes ta
prepare for another crop.

It is an optimist's country, and there is
fia doubt about it, we owe it in great
measure ta the fact of the sunshine.

It is a country of sunshine, and the
bnights clean, sunshiny days ane aften
another make it an ideai country te live
ini. Even in the winter this is se, *fon
mast of the bright. sunshiny days we get
then wauld be highly enjayabte but for
the ane drawback, the wind. There is

fia getting away from it, the wind is ýa
source af great discomfort, bath in winter
and summner, and sureiy it îs oniy reason-
able that the finst thing onc should think

n Lecturer of the Canadian Forestry Association.

HE PRACTISES WHAT HE PREACHES.
Two photographs showing what trees can accomplish about a prairie home. The
owner of tis place is Mr. Archibald Mitchell, Western lecturer of the Canadian
Fonestry Association. Mr. Mitchell occupied the property at Coaldale, Alberta, in

1912, at which time the photograph of the unplanted homestead was taken.

Aîter five yearsi the hause and grounds are beautifully bordered with trees and shrubs.

af~ whnsatng eut on the Prairie is ta
do what anc can ta stop it by planting a
few trees

Nat that we wiil ever be able ta stop
the wînd from blowing., We can neyer
do that. But there is ne reason why we
shouid not have ail the littie local shelter

we ncted for the house and fanm build-
ings, if we want ta.

Curiaus is'nt it, when anc stops ta
think, the one all-the-yearnround, disa-
greable. feature of aur climate is the anc
we dan meost easily evencome. And wc

eau ovencome it effectualiy too if we just
want ta.

'And fortunateiy for the Prairie, this is
truc an dry land as well as irrigated land.
There is fia trouble about the trees graw-
ing if theyget a fair chance. Use the
right methads and the right kinds of trees
and there'is ne daubt of the nesuit. Theyý
wiii grow.

When stanting ta plant, the finst consi-
When Starting to plant

denatian is the main shelter beit araund
the whole gnoup of farm buildings.


