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Hio me Making by Tree'Planting
llow Both the Quality of Living and the Profits of Farming in Western Canada may

be Easily Augmented

Ry Dean Howes, University of Alberta,

In an address before the Western Canada Irrigation Association

A Tameeting which seems to besO largely utilitarian, in mo-
tive, it might be more seemly

and more consistent if my talk on
tree planting werc conflned to vani-
ety, metliod, care, etc. llowever,
there are several good reasons wliy
I'prefer to take somne other phase of
the subject. In the first place I arn
not an authority 01n tree planting and
tree culture, and in the second place
-but what is the use of a second
reason wlien the first is so good? It
would appear to me, liowever, that
the greatest problemn before us is to
get our people interested in tree
planting. We can get the teclinical
information, when and where neces-
sary.

It seems liard to understand why
it is s0 often difficult to interest the
farmer in the question of planting
trees on lis f arm, when one considers
the years lie lias possibly spent fac-
ing burning winds in summer, icy
winds in winter, with too little pre-
cipitation and no means of holding
tlie winter snows. Then, too, wlien
we think of wliat a setting of trees
would mean in tlie formation of an
lionest-to-goodness liomesteading, it
seem still more liard ton understand
wliy a farmer sliould not be in-
terested in tlie practice tliat would
mnean sO mucli in improving the ap-
pearance of lis property, correctin.g
the extremes of climate to which lie
is exposed, and enhancing the value
of the property as to mnarket value.

Not bing to do but work

Somne, perliaps ail, of, our farmers
.came to western Canada from 'the
east and from the soutli, avowedly
with the purpose of getting away
from the so-called drudgery of tlie
more or less standardized, mi xed
farm, wliicli many of ,us remember
so well'. Those wlia came west early
in our history re-visited their poor
relations in tlie east, spending the
wmter witli themn, and on them, be-
cause, forsooth, tliey lad nothing to
do duning the winter under the pecu-
liar farni conditions in thec Golden

West, and this was their story: Tliere
were no cows ýto milk twicc a day
for seven days in the week, no liogs
to pamper, practically no cliores to
do. Tliere was a little rush at seed-
ing time and at liarvest but for the
rest all tliey were expected to do was

Under Pioneer Conditions

Tliey came west under pioncer con-
ditions and for some years either
carclessness or the grim strugglc I
have hintèd at, precluded any ideas
of beautification, or the establisli-

TRIO HELPS TO MARE "HOUES" 0F PRAIRIE "HOUSES."

Mr,. A. Heyer of Neville, Saskatchewan, is a successful farmer and a groat tree planter.
He bas cultivated mlany lovely beds of peonies by nieans of the

shelter afforded by bis tree plantations.

a lot of lieavy sitting around. This
more or less fanciful picture may
have been partially typical of the
youngcr or unmarried pioneer, what
about the man witl a f amily 7 Tlie
man who came west with lis f amily
very often came with little means in
the way of money or goods. Tliat
occasionally may have been one of
the reasons for ies moving. -He set-
tled on the prairie, and for somne few
years the struggle to sccurc what
they should cat and what they should
drink, not to speak of that whe-
with they would be clothcd, -occupied
the attention of Dad and the wliole
f amily. Do you think that eitler of
these types of pioncers werc likely
to be mucli intcrcsted in thc planting
of trees for home beaùti:fication? It
is fair to surmnise that they very
seldoni thouglit of tlie tree as an
economic factor in the devclopment
of t'heir fanms..

ment of a real home, sucli as they
knew in tlie other lands. The years,
went by as tliey have a habit of do-
ing, our people' got into a rut,'and
in tme, loet the incentive necessart
to thie' important work. And the
pity of it is that young cllldrefl
brouglit west, or born on the prairie
have grown up neyer knowing what
the planting of trees about a haine
meane to the individual, to the» eotn?
munity, 'or to the nation. Our bare
buildings on the bald prairies cal'
neyer bie homes'io hold the youlig
people , whiere thcy'are most; needed,
and to the work for which they are
best flttcd. It is my belief that mujje 1

can be donc to interest the childrecf
and young people in the planting 0£
trees through the schools, se-hoOl-
fairs, clubs or other organized eff ort-
Througli these means- you can etl-
tivate and develop the taste for the
*aesthetic that is in most humaI' ria-


