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as* Importers of British manufactured Goods to an Extent worthy of Consi-
deration, and the Attention of the Colonists must unavoidably be directed to the
" Encouragement and Extension of domestic Manufictures.

That, encouraged by the Protection afforded us in the British Market, und
the benevolent Intentions of Your Majesty towards the Colony, as expressed 'in
the Determination to regard Canada as an integral Portion of the Empire, and
in her Intercourse with the Mother Country to place her in the Position of an
English County, we have been induced to borrow on the Credit of Great
. Britain a Loan of One Million and a Half Sterling to improve and ‘complete

- our internal Communications, wiich, should this Protection be withdrawn, will -
. be comparatively valueless, the Means by which we hoped to liquidate the
Principal and Interest being diverted into other Channels.
That, in addition to the above, Your Petitioners would beg to present to
Your Majesty’s Notice the following Facts. :
That the Trade to these Colonies employs a most numerous and important
Portion of the British mercantile- Marine. | ' ‘
That British Shipping is subject to 'additional Expense by Imperial Acts in
" its Intercourse with these Colonies. , . A
That we suffer considerable natural Disadvantages, owing to our Distance
from the Mother Country, and to our Ports being from their northerly Situation
closed to an Export and Import Trade for nearly Six Months of the Year..
Your Petitioners, therefore, humbly pray Your Majesty: to. continue 'to.:this
Colony the Protection now afforded, or:at least-'such a:Modification thereof as
may still enable usto compete with European Growers of Corn in -the ‘British
g{Iarkets and thereby enable us to import-and consume British manufactured
ocds. | ‘ ‘ o I
Or that, should the Measures lately introduced by Your Majesty’s Ministers
become Law, Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to extend to this Colony
~ such Relief as may enable us to sustain the disastrous Consequences which we
apprehend will follow the Adoption of the Policy now advocated by Your
Majesty’s Government. | ‘
And Your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, will ever pray.

(Signed)  Jomwn Youwne, President.
WirLiam ATxinson, Secretary.

Desparcu from the Right Honourable 'W. E. Grapstone to Governor
the Earl Catrcart, K.C.B.

My Lord, . ‘ Downing Stieet, 1st June 1846.

I uave laid before the Queen the Petition to Her Majesty from the Board
of Trade of the Town of Hamilton in Western Canada, which accompanies
Your Lordship’s Despatch« of the 18th May (No. 53.) Her Majesty was
pleased to receive it very graciously ; but, much as I regret my Inability to
advise the Queen to assent to a Request preferred by a Body of Her Majesty’s
'Subjects, possessing such and so many Claims on the favourable Regards of
their Sovereign, 1 have been precluded from advising Her Majesty to assent
to the Prayer of this Petition, that the Measures now before the Imperial
Parliament, relating to Corn' and Timber, may not become Law. To assent to
. it would be (as the Petitioners will not fail to perceive) not merely to retract the
' Recommendations addressed by Her Majesty to Parliament at the Commence-
ment of the present Session, but would be to contravene all the Votes hitherto
passed in pursuance of that Recommendation by both Houses of Parliament.

: I have,‘ &C-v~ ‘ - e.~ L ) )
© . 'W. E. GrapsToNE. |




