
CHAPTER V

Townm Hall Tonight

AREm mm.AGic woRDS wHicH OFTEN CHANGED
rnonotony of our lives into the lilting rhythmn of w
iime. Manitou had the name of being a good s
town, which means we ail rallied to the call when
word went forth that some concert party, dance,
magician was coming. Our population being then
now, about nine hundred, we, the footloose and si
minded, could fill the hall, so 1 think we got every ati
tion that, in the early nineties, ever took to the road

And how we enjoyed themI Harold Nelson, and
Shakespearean players, the Cosgroves, with Mari
LaDeli, Jessie McLaughlin, Edith Miller, Edith Sut
land, Nanny Strachan and Gavin Spence, the Swiss«
Ringers-the beautiful Palmatier sisters, the Jub
Singers, the Webling sisters, and our own Ge(
Rutherford and Minnie Ruttan.

1 can recapture the feeling of rapture as we wal
to, the hall, carrying our coats on a fine spring or suni
evening. The fine weather did flot mean the end of
concert season for us. Far frorn it. No doubt the eni
tainers preferred warrn weather and we were neyer
busy to corne.

The hall rnay have been a drab littie place, v
nothing but a raised platforrn and coal oil footlig
but when the blinds were drawn and ail the la,
lighted and the audience assernbled, no opera house t
1 have ever been in gave out a greater feeling of h
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