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the settlement of the country. He gave them
also the exclusive control of the fur-trade, par-
ticularly that of the beaver, requiring the col-
onists to bring this -kind of merchandise to the
store-houses of the company, where they were to
receive fixed prices for it, in order to ensure the
success of the colony during the first ten years
of its existence. He promised to all classes of
persons, no matter what their rank or condition
of life might be, whether ecclesiastics, nobles,
military men, or others, that by incorporating
themselves in the association they should not in
any case forfeit the privileges. of their rank.
The Duke de Ventadour resigned his viceroy-
alty to the French minister, and Cardinal Riche-
lieu, with M. Maréchal d'Effiat, were named the
heads of -the Association. Many ecclesiastics
and seculars at once became members of the
Society, and with them were soon incorporated
several of the wealthiest and most enterprising
merchants of the kingdom. But while the
Company was being thus enthusiastically formed
in France, the English made an attack on Que-
bec, and the effect of the edict was suspended
for a season. The King came almost to the
conclusion of abandoning Canada forever, as he
had only been influenced by religious and honor-
able mptives in preserving the treaty of peace
he had made at St. Germain in 1632. The
newly-formed company, in this predicament, be-


