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LIFE 0F VLADISLAV REMM
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It vould bce difficuit to lind a nation vith a historv as tragic and checkered as
that of Poland. Its peo ple have ever been an interesting studyv, and especiali»v
50 ai the present time, i»hen the eyves of aIl are turned upon Central Europe.
Francis Haffkina Snov chooses for Lis characters, in ibis u'orft'. Warsaiv Uni-
-versit»9 students în league wîh the revolutionisis striving Io throiv off the RussÎan
.voke. It is a strong stor-v graphicali» btld, fuIl of intense feeling and con-
flicting emouions, the whole beautified b.v the love and lovali»v of a truc ivoman.

CHAPTER I.

IT was stilil early evening.
The large square student's room, where the

Sud Honoru was congregated, was almost bare
of furniture. There was a desk, at which three
students were seated, ln ail their dignity of judges;
a bed, crowded with student auditors; a few chairs.
each of whIcli held Its'occupant. Many Bat upoZI
the floor. On the discoiored green walis hung three
cheap prints: one of Adam Mickiewicz, one 0f
Mazzini, one of Carl Mary- The air was hot, and
heavy with the curling wraaths of bluish smoke.

Befora the presiding Thrae stood a single situdent.
Taîl and aiender, wlth wavy, diark-gold haîr; aven,
reguiar features, lit Up by iro wonderf ul, biue-black
eYes, and hands and feet of remarkable- smaliness,
aven for a Pole, ha paced restles3ly baeck and forth
ln the narrow space at his disposai, as he answared.
one by ona, the questions put to hlm, and awatù .
the formai pronouncexnent of the sen-
tence whlch he knew Inevitabla.

Finally the Intarrogatory ceased;
the three student-judges confarred
for a few moments ln whlspers;
then the middle one of the three
arose.

"Vladlslav Ftemm," ha said, In a
clear, distinct, Inexorable voice,
"publlcly thîs avaIng lt lias been
proved, by your own lips, that the
funds placed In your biande, as
Prazydent of the Socety for
our stipendiaries abroad, wera
squandered by you ln bettlng
at the public races. This, It
ts hardly necessary bo point
out hare, was a grosa perver-
sion of your exalted office, al
the more crîminaliIn the case
of a society organized for the
ends for which thua Society
was created. 'You have pied
extanuating clrcumstances, but
t h 1 s Committee rules that
for your action there can. be
no extenuation. Wa there-
fore pronounce upon you the
judgment of. expulsion from
the University; removal frorn
your hîgli office of Prezydent, "Then Vou refuiý,
exclusion fromn our Soiety of on tWith th<. 'al
the 'Fraternal Help,' and prohi-
tion, under penalty, to return to tha Unlversity
Precincîs or to communicata with auy of the
KollegL"

He paused, gazad, for a moment, at the now
motionless figure befora hirtiten sat down. A
10w murmur swept around the crowded room. The
-an upon whSm judgment had been pronounced
fiushed deeply, and narvously bit hie closely comn-
pressed lIps as he stood there, llant, before hie
Judges. -ils Mpm opened, as thougli le were about
to speak, then closed. and he started to leave the
room, without a word. After a few staps, however,
he turned, and standing In the middle of-.the room,
gazed slowly around et the scores of faces, curlous,
hostile, contemptuous, ln a few rare cases com-
passlonate, by which he was surrounded. The ex-
pression upon ils own face was liard to read.

"My former Kollegi," lie began, ln a 10w voice,
"You have Judgad and sentenced me for.-mis-
appropriating-'l

"Steallng!" corracted a loud, brutal volce fromn
behind.

Remm flusîed again, but dld net look around.
"For maappropria.ting the funds of the Socety,*'

ha continued obstlnately, "and squanderlng thein
at the race-course. 1 dld It, and T freely admItted
it as soon as the letters arrlvad from abroad com-
plalnIng that the tipandary moules had flot beau
receivad. 1 disclosed everything, gla.d at asat that
the strain was over, and asked for ienfeucy, plead-
Ing extenuating circumatances. 'You have seenfit
to) deny my request, to diagraca me and totably rulu
my career. I should like f0 express to you, as 1
go, my ingle wsh,-that you wIllI neyer have oecca-
sion to regret the action which you have decldad
upon this nlglit."

"Shaîl we talze that as a threat?" crIed out a
volce-the asma volce as before. In an instant, the,
room was lu an uproar; angry volcas were ralsed
ail around the roomn; several of the more excitable
rose and advanced towards lRemm menacIngly.

"You may take It," replied Vladislav Remun, draw-
Iug hlmseif up hauaiiftlîy, "any way you piease,
He refreaited not a stp, and Rtxood there silant, with
the smre stranga 1ook upofl bis face as bfre-be-
fore the raln of objurgations that feU upon hlm
head. In vain the Preslding Offlcer thurnped upon
the desk wlthi a heavy bock and cried, ~With a
panetrating, high-pltched volca: "Gentlemen! "
The studauts, thoroughly lncensed with Remm,
threateued hlm bodily injury.

Tîree sîrili, warniug whlstlas soundad from be-
neal the cpened windows.

"'The Police!" went up tle cry. lu a moment
tle hubbub ceased, as thougli by magice The room
was as sîleut as death. Suddenly a výoice cried:

"The papers! The papers!"
Even as its ownar spoke, the door tlew open; a

young girl rushed ln, and runnlug to 'tle desk,
snatcled up the Papers, and ran out wl tî em
tîrougl the ase door, whldh she closed and Iockad
bahlnd 1er. It was Marinka Yolenta, the sister of
thie student lu wloaa rooma they lad met, île Pre-
sidlng Officer of the Commîttee of Tîrea. AlI breathed
a sigI of relief as tle boit clicked la the lock.
Tley knew, as well as though tliey had accompanled
her, what she would -do: tlrough the long hallway

se a-go
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tto bthe end 0f the aparttment sle wouo* go; ahe
would stuif the papers through the drain pipa
whicl rau dowu île back of the housa Into the
dyor; at the bottom, as they fell, fhey would bu
snatched up by a studeut guard, and rmade away
with by hlm. Nor were these precautlons le-ln

1 these papers full delalla of the plot to assassinats
the Governor-Ganaral of Warsaw were given.

9 B-eàvy feet reaoun4ied on the stairs. Iu a moment
the police would be upon tlem.

"*Vladlslav Ramm," cried rapldly, ln a volce tenso
wlth repressad excitement, Boris Yolenta, "some of
us will be arriested; If you area amoug the number,
baware, on penalty, not to diaclose Our secrets!"

Remm's face grew white. He took a audden, ln-
stInctive stap toward -Yoleuta.

"You dere-" ý1ha crled, lis voîce trembllug withý
almoat frautic rage, hls dilated eyes two coals of
blue-black fire.

Oubsîde the door a great scurry aud tramp of
feet waa heard; a sWord-hi-ttwas ebruck againat
the panela,

"Iu the namne of the law!" voclferabad lu Russian
a brutal voice. Oua of the studeuts near the door
pushed back tha boit; a dozen gendarmas, wltl
pistoleanad drawn swords, burst Into the roorn, pre-
pared for ail emergencies. Resistauce would have
been suicide.

Remrn left the place wlth Yolenta and elgît
others; the rerndar, after liavlug liad their niames9
and addressas takan, were allowed b disperse to
their varlous homes,

CHAX'TER IL
AVE you leard the naws?" .was the question-H on everyoue's lips, thraeernonths later,

among the Warsaw University studeuts.
Like a ruuniug fuse throwing off multiple sparks,
It aputterad and crackledA.ts way arnonz ail Facul-
bles, Jua, Medicine, Philosophy, aven TIeology,

"Vladlslav Raimu las beau set free! Vladislàv
Remm has beau set frea l" The dark corridors,
ftronged wlth students, alteruately buzzed wlth ex-

had made of hlm, to their mercurlal minds, a haro.
Espacially now were ýtley glad to have hlm back,
for their numbers liad been deplated of several
strong men by fresh arrests, and of the aine Im-
portant members arrested with Ramm, not one lad
beau se~t free; there they were, rottlng in the darnP
and cold, and montlis, perîaps years, would elapse,
lu the normal course-of Russian "Justýice," before
they would be brouglit before the Tribunal for triai.

From the babel and confusion, finally, a definita
plan was at iast evolved. Tliey would go that nigît
to Remm's rooms, congratulate, cleer hlm;, tlay
would take hlm bacit, lîke an errant prodigal, to
bhlir hearts; lie slould go on with hile studies; lie
should agalu become an honorad niamber of the
"Fraternal Help." So tîey decldad, and proceeded
to carry out their plans,

The short, uarrow per<ika wlare Remm llved-
near the Saxon Garden It was-was b4ack wlth tha
gatliered throng of students. Ail facultias ware

rapreaentad. There tliey stood, a thousand
stroug, jamming the narrow street from end

to end, lustlly cheerIug as iliey walted the
return of the dePutation whIch they had
sent Up to bis rooms to welcone -and con-
fer with hlm.

"Remm! Remm! Remm!" tley vocifer-
ated with tlie curlous multitude
mnadness of whIch, ln like pro-
portions, only a PolisI crowd is
capable. At first 10w, then, gain-

lug volume, loud and trlumpliant,
they began to sing the Varsh-
evauka. An ocean -of îarmouy,
ever Increaslng in tone and In-
lansity, thie wild song soarad to
thea skies Ilka a miglty aagla

screamlng ont dafiance of
Ilsanarniies.

Curiously enougli, they
were not dîsturbad by the
police. At first tha more
tIrmld among tlem lied been
apprehensive; than, as tley
saw that no Interferance
came, their sanguine PolisI
minds aI once jumpad 10
the conclusion that the
dlscovery of the latest
plot against the Governor-
General had lntîmldatad the
authorIties, and that they

were now afraid of disperslng tliem, accordlng to
the Ilme-honored customa, by force and violence.

..- At the corner of the street thera evan stood
two gendarmes; but bhey remnaiued bliere as rlgld
and Immovable as statues, watching imPassively,
and made no attempt tu remonstrate or interfere.
. After some tan or ffleen minutas the deputation

reappearad. At once the enthuslastic crias broke
out anaw.

"Ramm! Remm! Long liva Remm!", they
ltowled In mad enthusiasm again and agadn, until
thaîr leaders, standing et the top of the atepa of
Remm's dwelling, callad Imperetivaly, by meane of
frantie gestures, for silence.

Little by llttle tle shouts, tha noise and liubbub
subsided like a raging sea Inb whIcî 011li as been
pourad. . .. Soon the street was hushed and suaent.
»"Wliat says our Kollega, Remni, to our message of

welcome and raliabilitation ?" asked -the spoksm*.
The deputatlon consIstad cf tîrea. men. AMIl thre

seemned exclted and perturbed, wîtli flusled and
angry faces, as thougli tley had beau engaged la
some violent discussion. Bach 0f the Ilirea, when

mthe question came, looked et the others. Flually
Oua of tlemn took tle word for the reat, and an-
nouncêd tha rp,,ult of the mission in a vole toc,
l0w to be heard by ail,

"What dos hi say?-Wlat does ha say?" ran
tîrougli tle unqulat thrcng.

Suddanly groans and hisses; shouts of aner and
derîsion; aven threats rose lika a aurglng wava
fr'om the front of the denaely packad tlirong. Like
wlldfire the naws rau tîrougli the sarried ranks
and files.

"Remm refuses to sec us-to speakç to us,-Ha
refuses the banquet!I He refusas the reliabllitation!
Be refuses to coma lack to th1e University'',

Half-incredulous, wildJy excited, the crowd form-
ed itself lotogroups. arguing,' yociferatiug, quarraI-
llng; smre, aven, came tb hlows. Iu a moment al
was uttar confusion. Litle by liitla a movament
teean at the end of the uarrcrw street; the crowd
began to disrpersa, iu qupsI of Ea wîder field of dis-
cussion. Shouting, gaatlculatiug, angrJIy dluputiug,
tîey pourad out lu multipla strearna into the main
avenues of communication. Many waut through
the quiet confines of the Sad, which was 90on black
wlth tharn; they quarrelied and disputed even n lhe
presence of the gendarmes,

(Continêed on pqge 10.)


