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anion Z>- the inost brilliatit French orators of his own Province ; so
that whicli inarked ]lis entry iiito the 1-louse of Coiliiiiolis, il' 1874,

carried Iiiiii at one botind to the distinction of being aliiiost Nvitliout
a peer ainoiig the 1'ýiiglisli-speaking debaters of the Dokiiiiioii.

The occasion was a soleiiiii one, and iiever to bc forgotten by
any of those wlio were present. The subjeà before the House was
the exptilsion of Lotiis Riel, the rebet of the North-West, wlio,-

while iiiider accusation of the intirder of Thoinas- Scott, and a fugi-
tive froin jtistice,-had jiist been elected iiieniber for Provenclier,
and liad liad the oath adiiiiiiistered to liiiii ili tliat capacity, altliotigli
lie liad iiot dared to occupy his seat. 11ie question m-as a buriiiiig
olie, and the public iiiiiid was terribly inflanied by the passions it
aroused ; while race antipathies added fuel to the fire. Mercy,
justice, peace, and brotherliood were words tliat liad lost ail signifi-
calice in iiiaiiv cars. It required, in very trtith, a iiiaster of elo-
qtieilce to uildertake the defence of the abýeiit insurgent before his
1)itterest eneinies, and to t1iread ]lis way without falling or stumb-
lin-, anion- the niasses and iiiazes of prejudice whicli rose up all
aroutid the 'ý1étis chief.

The debate, whicli was violent and lieated, liad been going on
for two days, wlien at last Laurier rose.

" NiEr. Speaker," lie belgan.
Taurier was kiiown to bc eloquent. He hact already addressed

the House in French at the openiii- of the session. No one
thouglit, no one dreained, liowever, tliat lie would risk his reputation

by attempting a, speech in under sucli liazardous and trving
circuinstances. Great as was the general surprise, the revelatioiiwas
greater. In my belief, ilo orator (uiiless, iiideed, it bc Iiiiiiself) lias

silice achieved a like sticcess in any of our deliberative asseniblies.
As, in the elegant and acadeinic diction of whicli lie is so

tlioroiiçý,li a inaster, the brilliant speaker entered. calinly iiito the
lieart of his subject,-a silence as of the tomb spread itself througli
the great Cliainber, and the English meinbers listened in huslied

aniazeiiieiit to this charmer wlio wielded tlieir own language with so
iiiiieli mord -race than they could pretend to do theinselves, and w1io

dealt thein sucli criiel lionie-trutlis in a toile they could not resist
applauding. Astoiiislied -lances were exclianged on every side.


