
.%ii.N oi: ýriu. il.%%,

dignity. 13tit ilov it is an evidence of Mr. Mowat's iiillerent worth
and greatness duit the pover of his individual attributes docs assert

itself aud iinpress itself on the mind (if a visitor, notvithstailding his
dis(rracefully shabby " surroundings, and it is the force of his char-

acter, the splenclour of his talents, the uprightness of his mind, which
does this ; for ileither does the premier of Ontario derive aily great aid

from personal appezirance. To say that Mr. Nlovýit is a distinguisliccl-
look-ing mail %vould be a flattery which nobody %vould resent more
-;teriily than Mr. Nlowat hiniself. 1 liave a sincere respect for Mr.

Mowat, and 1 féel sure that if he should ever thin- it worth Ilis while
to read this article, lie will not be offénded by the candid statenient

that his genius and virtues derive no adventitious aid from his face
and igure. Tliese 1 ileed iiot describe. They are familial- to all.
But what 1 should like to describe, if 1 could, is the charm, the
geiliality, the graceful wourtesy of his nianner. It is impossible to,
converse for tèn minutes with the premier of Ontario without being

convinced that you are in the presence of a true gentleman, which
means ever so illuch more than is thouglit by niost of those who

flippantly utter that sorely-abused word, and of a true crentleman N\,hc>
is, also a great and a good man. Tlleýe is no mail in public life on
thiq continent who is more patient, more courteous, more painstaking,
more thoroughly kind and affable in the transaction of business thail
is Mr. àlowat; and there are very few who can be said to be his equals
in the possession of the admirable qualities just enumerated. With

how much advantacre to themselves and to the long-suffering public
miglit ilot the patience, the courtesy, the earnestiiess, the kindness,

and the affability of this veterail state.sinan by imitated by divers and
sundry inflated person-iges in the public life of Canada, who have siot
a hundredth part either of Oliver Mowat's genius or virtue

Much good work lias been done in the "disgracefully shabby" old
parliament buildings at Toronto. Much more space thail is at the
disposal of the present writer could be taken up with the bare
enumeration of the beileficial measures which the Premier has carried
successfully through the legislative assembly. The mention of no

more than his introduction of the ballot in political and municipal
elections ; his admirable railway acts; his sagacious settlement of

that irritating question of the municipal loan fulid, is enough to
remind us of the benefits of Ilis wise administration has conferred,


