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onreotroN—Toe Liquor TrAFFIe—Prout-
pirioN DESIRER—A LOTTERY SoHEME—
- Myg ST, Jouy PRESDYTRRY,

¥ Ifind that I made s mistake in my last
- on giving an aceount of a congrogation
koo that has adopted the weekly offering
bystomn, and I haston to correetit. I said
1at two of the momboers had deelared be-
orchand that they would give befwoon
Lem 85 per week, I lonrned since that I
yhould have smd 87 instead of §5, ono of
Bihe two having snid that he would be him-
gelf good for 84. Tis with pleasure that I
ke this corraction.

R Last year I gavo tho renders of the Pres-
By TEniAN some account of efforts put forth
B St. John to obtain better legislation on
o liquor trade, efforts which Iam sorry
fo say wore unsuccessful. So mfluential 15
o liquor interest hore, having had such a
ong lease of power that it is quite inso-
ont and not without {roason, I supposs,
at our Houso of Assombly actunily mock.
pd af some of tho most worthy citizens
lien they prepared by no means nn ex-
reme Bill and laid it boforo them. YXdon't
think these representativespropared for the
fact that the peace-loving citizens would
havoe resented the insult in- tho way that
thoy did. This year proparations are being
made to try agamn. The feeling 1s growing
up that tobo ruled in tho Common Council
and the Mayoralty as well as in the Hall of
Legisliture by Rum, and thon to have the
flower of our raco ruined by the samo
enemy, is an intolerance that isnot to bo
borne much longor. The yoke may not bo
entirely thrown off just now, but s beginning
hias been made that will byjthe blessing of
God lead to froodom.

fyaeh pomts as tho following will bo ask-
ed/for this Session :—The shortemng of the
hiurs of gale, tho isolation of the traffic of
Arink from traffic in other things, the sup-
;pression of billiard and othorsaloous on the
,premises whoro drink is to bo sold, and pro-
bably the establishment of a-Liconse Boaxd

: instend of leaving licenses as they ave at
i present in tho hands of tho Mayor. The
:action of the Ontario Legislature is watehed
here with interest. The Bill to doprive a
drunkard of the control of his property un.
#il ho reforms, is an important step. I very
much fear, however, that such a Bill would
liave vory little chance in our Legislature
as at present constituted. T was going to
mako » remark on the mental and moral
ealibre of tho rank and file of our reprosex-
tativés, but I forboar.

Aloltery schome on an immenso sealo
has been sot on foot to clear offan embarras-
i sing dobt that rests on the Academy of
‘Music which was built hore within the last
two yoors. 'The Committeo of the Evange-
lical Allinuco denounced tho schemo as im-
moral and o scandal on tho Christian pro-
fession of the city. A perfect howl has
been raised on that account by & host of
anonymous letter writers, backed in a sort
of hositading way by part of tho secular
press. 'The arguments of the legion of
E seribbors are models in logic asin modesty.
.1 have not scen one lotter that stood up
right straight for the morality of the scheme.
The howl at first rested on tho greund that
[in many {church and benevolent bazaars
lotteries were allowed, why therefore did
E tho ministers of theso churcles come now
to the front and condemn tho principle. It
" was conveniontly forgotten that the Rov.
- gontlemen who wrote the repord which
E contained the condemnation, as well as
IR oilors that took a leading partin tha Alli-
B nce, never did pormit such quertionable
- practices in their churches; and also that
others who had winked at such practices
' now camo forward publicly andacknowledg-
ed their orrors. Insiead of taking such a:
. confussion in good faith, a storm of abuse
- wae blown upon tho men that did it. Tru-
ly the'tender mereies of cortain ure cruelty.
~ Another writor admitted that lotteries were
 wrong in general, but.in this caso they were
' justifiable,.tho end justifying the means.
E' Tt sooms questionablo - whether that letter
wins not ironical.  Bub the height of absu-
B dity was capped by, comparisondrawn Le-
tween'the lottory schemo and the slave
trade of Britain.in former days, and con-
cluding that the Alliznce should buy out
the debts of tho Acadepy, and.then teach
morality. after-that! With this and the
f- scheme discussed for the restriction of the
liquot trafiic, the pens of nafneless scribes’
have been kept ‘busy for some weeks
past. )

The *Presbytery of St. John met last
week ond transacted fully tho usual’
. amounted of business. Among othér items

.of business tho Rav. N. McKsy waaloosed
E from the chiarge'of 6t Daiel's Clurch £t

that of Summoraide, P, B, I, Mr, MoKay
hag beon tnoro than 11 yenrsin this city
and will be much missed. Flois n native
of Nova Scatia, 1s of Highland descont, and
spenks the Gaelio language, though he has
not ased it in this Province. 1tis 17 years
lnst Soptember since he was first ordeined
to the pasiorate, annd he has been one of
the most nctive and energetic wurkers in
these Provincos. Ho leaves a blank in the
Proshytery that it will not be ansy to fill.
Bosides being Clark for the Iast five yoars,
e was ovor hoad and front in overy ovan-
golical work thnt was to be dono. And he
wag ag nminble as he wasactive- The writer
wag intimately associsted with him for
some yonrs past, and has seen him in all
moods and tenses of ifo, and he cannot o
less than say tint thors never was the
shadow of a shade of coolness botweon
thiem, not oven anything approaching to
that. Tho St. Damol's congrogativn which
is now vacated by Mr. McKay's removal 18
one of the mast important and prommnent
olinrges it tho Synod. It isan old Froe
Church ciiarge, with the founding of which,
about 8 quarter of o rentury ago, the
late Dr. Burns, of Toronto, ns the veadors
of his life will sce, had nota little to do,
Dr. John Thomson, now of 34tk si., New
York, was itg first pastor, having beon sot-
tledin England before he wns sont out
here. Having been hLere for sowme yenrs he
was mduced to settls 1n the States, (that
was ono of the first “grand larcomwos’
made by our frionds across the border)
and lic was succeedod by the Rov. Wm.
Forrio, also o man of culture and ability.
In the quarter of o contury existencoit
lins had three pastors, which for length of
sottlomont 1_ay be jtaken as n modium be-
tween the irequent changes which are so
comumon in the Umted States and the life-
long pastorates of the Old Country Churches.
Ono good fenture too is so bo marked. The
first pastorato was not o tolerably long one
and that followed by a shorter and thou by
a still briefer; no, tho graduation has been
the other way. ILach successive one has
boon longer than that which wont bofore.
Henco thero 18 not a tendency to dopart
from tho good ways of the staid old land,
bit o disposition rather to follow in tho
steady track, or atall ovents to attainto
tho qualitics.that are so marked there. Tt
romanins to bo scon ‘whather tho.next settle-

meont awvill be Iongor than that whuch now

comes to & close.
H.
St. John, 18th Fob., 1878.

PRESBYTERIAN NOTES FROM THE
NORTH-WEST.

A fow Presbyterian notes frem tho
North-wost may be of intervest to our breth-
von in Canada. As the tide of immigration
is rapidly filling up tho fertile plnins of tius
portion of the Union, the Presbyterian
church,in common with the sister denomi-
nations, has a great work to accomplish, a
large field in which to oxarcise its energies
and do its share in causing tho waste places
{o rejoice and blossom. a8 the rose.

The influential position of our church in
this conntry has been manly due to its nu-
morous educational institutions, especially
its Theological Seminaries, manned as they
aro by talent of the first order. Many of
tho professors in these celebrated “schools of
the prophets” have a world-wide reputation,
and havo stamped their impress not only
upon tho present age, but through their
writings moulded thought in various de-
partments, tho influeuco of which shall be
felt upon the future. Itis to the castern
part of the Union that wr chureh has
hitherto chiefly looked for her supply of
workmen. TFrom thoso older mstitutions
hiave gono forth from  year to year watch-
aien to ~tond on Zion's wails in all parts of
the world. DBut as the-great north-western
field is Dbeing so rapidly populated, the
church will feel tho mnportance of some of
theso centres of influenco being located
nearer home. The N. W. Theological
Seminary is admirably adapted to meet
this wanst {or the piesent, situated asiit is
in the great motropohs ¢f the west—Ulnea-
go. It has an important work t do in
carrying forward the cause of truth. Itis
to form n, basis of supplies for a large see-
tion of tha church. Spared by a merciful
Providence-from the finmes in.the lato five-
and being at present richly éndowed; whilo

amoney, the wealthicst senrary the
country, & career of-usefulness s opened up
*liefore 1v which ogical scho
evor enjoyed. DBut notwithstahding the
large avenues of influenco which iy open
up for ingtiglxxtions, if they atu not properly

manned and_supported the golden oppor-
tunitics ara lost, only to be seized upoa by
others wiio may bo alive to the situation.
In view of these facts, we thiuk the Presby-
tarinn Seminary of the North-West has
Leasi- fortunats. in securing the services of

k. Johm, in oxder that he.may be deitled ovir:
- _ 4

.the Rev. Frautis' L., ‘Patton to fill the chair

prospectively, by moans of laud grants and-

fow theological schools have:

of *Didactic and FPolomuo Theology.” It
will bo of intorest to our Canadian brothiren
to know-that ho was at ono time cennected
wniéh the Canade church, and recuived part
of hus education at Knox Cullegs, Toroato.
From thence he went to Princeton, where
he gradunted. Aftor graduation he hiad a
successful pastorato fivst in  New York and
aftorwards in one of the leading churches
m Brooklyn, where he wus laboriy g when
callsd by tho Genoral Assembly fo tho
highest position of truat in her gift to
bostow, at & salary of $5,000. Tlie profus-
gor is comparatively & young maun and
givos promise of an eminently uscful carcer
a8 an instructor and writor by moulding
theological thought in o Inge section of the
churck. His inaugural address is an eblo
vindication of theologieal science, romark-
ablo for its freshiness and vigor of thought,
clear style, and ability in  dealing with the
great theological issues of the dny.

Tho Interior, tho leading Prosbytorian
journal of tho west, hns lately changed
hands, betng now pubhished by Cyrus H.
MeCormck, with Prof. Patton as editor and
Rovs. Arthur Mitchell and Abbot E. Kit-
mdglzo as special contributors,  With such a
wonlthy and hberal publisher, and edited
by such enrnost and talentod men, we an-
ticipate m tho Interior an able and fenrless
exponont of tho doctrines of vur church,
and nn mfluontial ndvocate of the questions
winch conecern tho moral and svcial wolfazo
of the country. In the present restless ngo,
when progress s the watchword of society
1 all departments, 1f the Church 1s to do
hor work efficientiy sho must keep abroast
of the tines 1n this enterprising spirits and
press il the forcos nt hinx comnand imtv
tho aggrossive work of conquering the
world for her Lord. In this divine mussion
tho rohgious press 1s to prove s mughty
auxilbary. In thooivil world 1t has proved
1tself ono of the nughtiest forces iu socioty,
and 1t 18 high timo that tho church should
bo fully alive to the unportance of & pioss
consecrated to the glorious design of es-
tablishing truth and righteousness thiough-
out the earth. e rejoico to see our I'res-
byterian brothren i Canada laboring
this fiold through the colunns of the Bri-
TIsH AMERICAN PREspyTERIaN. Wo huope
your yournai may be long sustained to dis-
seminate truth throughout the *Dominen.”
Tho church should feel 1¢ cupbent upon
hor to lay hor waalth and talent under con-
tribution in order to sentl tiioBe messviigeLs
of good will on their ctiands of mercy
throughout the land.

Chicago, Feb. 16, 1878

PRESBYTERIAN WRONGS.
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Editor BriTist AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN

DEAR Sir,—In my last letter I urged the
necessity of making an immediate appoint-
ment to tho chair of Homilotics and Pastor-
al Theology in Knox College. I suspect
that a great many persons will be very hard
to convinco that this chair should be pre-
ferred in importanco to that of Syscematic
Theology ; but T am protty sure ¢hat the
day is fast approaching whien my sugges-
tion wiil meof with general approval, and X
am sure that it will, now, meet with the
heartiest approval of the students, who arc
tho parties most intore: ted.

1 now propuse to suggest o fow other
particulars in which tLo course the General
Assembly is pursuing sgems to be  wrong.
The first is the sort of men that the
Clinreh, gonerally, secems. disposed to push
forward to professorships. Tho general
pringiple, wlich sevms to guide in the mat-
ter, is that the man who is  m.ost favoerably
known in the church asa preacher, aud
who has oxerted the widest influence
among the people, ought to bo selected.
Now I maintain that this principle is one
in the higlest degree unsafe. DPopular
preachers aro not, as a rule, the most
scholarly men; but, whatever s professor
lacks, ho must have scholarshep. Amongst
the students themselves there are quute o
number of men of Iugh scholastic attaiu-
ments; and, now that we have begun to
draw upon the Unive. ity for the prenmin-
ary training of our stud-nv. v~ mey et .
pect that the proportion of well tramn 4
men will thpidly merease. In tlus m:\ttur1

{
i
|

we must legislate for the fatwe . If then
we expeet te have University Medalliats
among our £ ads nts, we heed 1ot imagine
that any ol vaimster that twens up will do
for a profes.or. Tho times in wiich wo
livo domand that. not only men who are
known to have “geod minds,” but men i
who are known to bo thorenghly accom

plished scholars, must bo sought oui to
supply our College chairs. A man who 1s
possessed merely of ordinavily aood  abifi-
ties, and who cnn keep merely o day’s work
or so ahead of lus students in his own
studies, will simply not do. Aund yet the
matter of scholarship scems scarcoly evor
to.como into notice in the 6rdipm'y talks,
in church courts, and oitt of thoem, as to
who shall be professor. Among ordinary-
people it ismsually tiken for granted that
any man, who hns gone through a course
in & Theological Seminary, is quito capable
of undextaking the duties of a professor’s
.thair, The fact that » wan is a minister
and a very popular prencher doss not

Testament. Besides wo cannot afford fo
thrust our best proachers into the quivtude
of professional life, We noed mwre o
them 1nstead of fower; and the chureh hor-
gelf, 1 evary part of hor membershup, must
suffor from overy such appointment. We
have now some vacant chiairs, aud we have
an opporinnity which we mev not have
sgan for mony a year, and which we can-
not afford to let lip, of filling them with
thoroughly qualified men,

Another error is mado in regard to the
age of men who nre fiv for professors. The
principlo generally adupted is that & rann
must have grown gray in the Iabours of the
pulms before he can be entrusted with the
responsibilities of a professorship. It s a
desirable thing that mon placed in such &
responsible position should bo woll tried;
but 1818 very undesirable that thoy shuuld
have oxhausted their powers with provivus
work, and grown rusty ia their minds,
from want of study. Tobe s good professor,
» man wants to be in his prime. Ho necds
to bo in possession of full bodily vigor
sud n growing, strengthening intellect.
As o professor, o man c¢an be nothung Lub
uscless unless lic has becn an oxtensive
and thorvugh 1cader, and that, n faithful
pastur never can be; so:that the very fact
that a man Lne spent his life time in the
censeloss activity of pastoral daties is the
next thiag to proof positive that ie isun
fitted for n professor. Every scholar, who
Las gone wto the ministry and spent Lis
strongth among his poople instead of
among his books,knows that the timeat wlich
ho wos bast fitted o outer upon a profes-
sorship was o yenr or two after lic had com-
pleted his own collegiate course. In Scot-
land they have become convinead of this,
and begun to appuint young mon. The
late appomniments in Glasgow of Prefs.
Candlish and Murray have inaugurated n
new era in that country, and established o
precedent which future gencrations will be
tov wiso not to follow. The Americans
have lung scen the wisdom of appointing

oung men. The young professor has his
ifo-timo Lafore him to road and porfect his
leciuros, and thus students get the benefit
of thio preiectivns of & man who hias devoted
s Lifo to lus own dopatument of study, .u-
stond of bumg fed with scraps of old ser-
mons by wurn-out min:s.ors.

The third orroris a fundamental one;
and, if it were correctud, the othiera I have
meutiousd  would disappenr. The whole
General Assermbly votes for a professor,
Most of the lay membersknew nothingabout
the czpabilities of any one of 1i.o candidates;
and therefora, as thoy admit, vote entirely
m the dark. Most of the clerical inembors
know vary little more, and are likely to
vote for their personal favorites. No
method of election could be more objection-
nblo. Wiy should nob a committeo Yo ap-
pointed to~ recommend to the General As.
sombly & man whom they know t& bo
qualified. Itis the way in which all such
appointments should bo made. We would
thon be likoliy to seciro tho best men. Be-
gides it would be a gread deal more com-
fortable, surely, for the candidates. They
would not then have to be pitelforksd into
public notice by presbyterial nominations,
only to run the fisk of being votod down
by tho General Assembly.

INpEX.

DR. TALMAGE AND THE YOUNG
MEN S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION.

— .

Mg. Eoiror.—We arc being favered this
wianter in Toronto, ns you know, by visits
hot a latge nuaber of popular lecturers,
lay and eclencal. They scem to be on the
whulo well attended—a groat chango from
the tune, not so distant, when the crowded
skating 1whs cmpticd the leeture rooms of
the city. You, of comise, in tho interests
f the large and I hope wereasing eivele ad-
diessed by you frota week to week, attend
shem all. You were present at least, as
appears from your lastissue, at the first
loctare-mivan in Shaftsbury Hall. Amid
thie wide diversity of opinion obtaining as
to the wetits of the lecture, and the good
tante of the licturer, I was glad to read
yoi Gisessinnating and on the whole com-
wndacory estimate.  Could you not have
gone o little more into details ? or wero
you afraa, with the ree Heetion of the lees
turea’s satire still vivad, to find yourself m
the ranks of the Grumbler?

™o nraes st 7o, Talmage's lecture

st Lo prouvtuaced & suecess, It the-
toushly wtureated and amused for the time
a luge prepertion of the audionce.  Many
of s Lal nover seen a lsige andionce fo
geacral and hearty ip its lnughter, with st
hemg uproariows.  In additicn to the cures
fur uyspeptic woakuesses, which tho lectuver
deseribed ay great leagth and with much
pictuiesqueness, including boating, fishiug
gl 1.ding, L 1aighshave added, 1fmodesty
would inve allowsd it, his own lectare on
Giumbler & Co,  Hero the genoral effes. oy
shio leeturs raust be pronousneed, wa believe,
to liave bven good and wholesome,  Te dud
gomcthing more than amuse for the time.
1f, dcaling mainly with the foibles and
wenknesses of humauity it did not aam at
produemg effects of the highest kind, yot in
the compraatively low though by no means
wiportaut sphere in. wlueh it ranged, it
certainly told, and we believe told for goad.
'Llus resuit was que, on the one hand, to the
k-en sengo of huinor of the lectarer, to lus
caraful avoidance of all ol structions, the
truly life-like charactor of his dohneations,
and on thoother, o the é¥lnpnt)1y hie doubt-
less has a3 & cultivated clinstian man w:th
what ie noble and generous m hfe.

The leeture, Liowevei,, had serious: draw-
backs, 1n the fitst place, tho subject dud
-hot seem quite worthy either of the oceasion,
—the opening of the lccture-room. of a

Young Maos Christian Association, or of
the lectuicr as o minister of the gospel,
coming from 8o great o distance, Then
were lhoce not oliv ut tWo passages slightly
irroverent, fivied to itupain rathdy than fo
strengthen the regord fua what is sacred,
and which » clcrgyman of all men shonld '
know how to value? Wo hisve heard so-
rivits oljecdiun to the lecture on this score,
pud do not know Low it can be fully met.
The humor, may we be permitted to add,
was moroe essily nppreciatod than the olo-
quaence, the naturaluess uf the oue contrast-
ing strougly with the elaborstion of the
uther, Dat we mmust not proeced any fax-
ther in this Line lest we should Le at onee
uncourtecus to a Jdictiuguished oironger, and
yngrateful for an Low of on the whole very
pleasuut entertainment. -

Theto was, huwover, one fenture in_tho
lectune, n8 in must lvctures of the kind, on
which I ask rovi for a word or two. Lre-
fer tothe elewwentof mindery which char-
acterized it throughout. 'The weaknesses,
follies, and ineaunesses of various classes
of chinracter were not simply desenibed, they
wero reprerentod iu tone and gesture, and.
wilh a skill that would hase done cvedit to
a practisod actor. Now very many have
the grestest aversion to this form of delinea-
tion i & man whose life-work is to denl
with the moral and spiritual nature of man.
Is the aversion well ilmmded, or isit simply
an cducational and narrow prejudice? It
would sceta all but certain that a feelingso
gonural, aud often fouud strongest in persons
of themost decided worth, must rest onsome
valid though not always perceived ground.
Is the ground something of this nature ?
That to munic one's fellow-men either in
their follies or in their vices implies on the-
part of the speaker a momontary identifica-
tion of himself with these; whilo tho pre-
vauling convichon in regurd to n minister of
the guspel is tnut his sympathy with what is
nuble and pure m human character ought to-
be sostrong as to render him ineapable of
such Adonhﬁcuﬁon evon in appenranco,~—as
to mako him shrink from it even when he
has the good purpose of rendering the char-
actors dolineatod objeets of scorn to his au-
dicnce. Whether this bethe true oxplanation
or not, I believe a moral teachor, 8 man
whose life-work is to lead men to God, can-
not imporsonate weakness, folly or vice,
not only without loss of dignity, but with~
out loss of moral power, gtill in justice to
Dr. Talmage, letit be said that he does not.
sin alone in this respect, or so offensively ns
many others in tho caso of whom the bright
moral sam is norther so manifestly sought
nor so successfully reachod.

S1a3A.

QUERY. .

Has v minister who has ample means of *
his owix-any claim oither loga] or moral on
the Aged and Infirm Ministers' Fund as it
at present oxists 2 Will some one of your
correspondents or renders answor the ques-
fion ? :

v H. ¥

POOR GIRLS.

Tho poorest girls in the world are thoso
whe have never beon taught o work. Rich
parents hiave petted thom; they hava been .
taught to dospisc labor, and dopend upon
others for a 'iving, and are perfectly help-
less. Ifmusfortunecomes upon their frienSS'
ag 1t often dows, therr caso is hopeloss. The
mosb furlorn and miserable woman on carlh
belouzs tu thus class Tt belongs to parents
tn protect their danghters from this deplor-
able conditton. ‘They do them a gread
wrong f they neglect 1t. Every daughter
should be tutight tu earn her own living.
The vich as well as the poor require this
trainine. The wheel of fortune wolls -
swiftly round—the 1ch are very likely to-«f
become poor, and the poorrich. Skill to
labui 18 v disadvautage to tho 1ich, and it
mliopensable to the poor. — Well-to-do
parents must cdueate their daunghtors to
work ; no reform is moro imperative than
tins.

.
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PEICNE S

To bo without Jisus is a grievour loll;
and to bo with Jesus, & sweet pmadise.

If Jesus bo with thed, no'encmy shell
be able to hurt theo.

e that findeth Jesus findeth o good -
treasure—yen, & good above all good.

Most poor is he who liveth without |
Josus, and  he most vich wlio is dear {o
Jesus. : ’

PR

Love all for Jesus, but Jesus for himsel.

Jeeus Christ tloneis singulasly to bo
loved: and e alono isfound geod and
frathfn! ehove all friends.

The highest a.d most profitable lesson is
the true hnowledge and lowly esteem of ows-
selves.

It1s-great wisdom and perfectin to think
nuthing of worselves, and to think always
well'and Inghly of atheérs. :

T wish to plee - record my sonvishion
fhat boli§ cant 3. vw bo Jufendod by redi-
cenco auy nive than by aifing, ov by any
privileges aud assmugtions,  Nor, pgaiy
-can it be defended exclusiveiv Ly its
“standing army by priests and ministor,
of religion.  To them T do not d-nbt, will
full tho clucefl slara of the Lurdey, audsof -,
‘the honor, and of the vietory. Dui wb
eoramit a fatal errar if we allow thiS.ta_be.
cowé 2 moroly professional question. Ttis.
the affair of all, It 15 very diffioult in
‘handling such controversies to m’9it',1 the
“tone of assumption and denunciation, *

%
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1 desive, therefove, to abjure all impuéntionk

_agajnst motives or characters, En}n;xl oredit: -,
for tho love of frutli should:be allowed by
all to, all, and_ the endoavor unde, ovai -y

‘guarantee that e can even read'the Greek’

least intended, o unife plain spenking -
SR parvonal rorpict . E. Gladelons, |




