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MINISTERIAL SETTLEMENT AND TENURE.

iiiMOrTANT DISCLtSSION IWORE Till TCAONrO lli'RStVTrR-
IAL CONIERIENCE.

The uitility of what lias becorne known as the Ilresbyter-
il Confetenre bias been otten provçd Iby the heiptul discus-
sions wluich lia ie becn f rcly participated tin at tiiese mect*
ings. This weck the topics before the '1oronto Coniference
wcre of more than usual interest, two of theni dealing with
the systein of Ilcalling II ministers to vacancies and the
otiier with the lcngth of the terrr. of service. That iniprove-
ments will corne tin thL- -nethods now prevailing as to, filling

0 vacancies may be taken for granted ; but that the well-tr.ied
ad vitam, ad culpar-', rule of tensure will be invaded and
upset for an itinerancy is an unlikely thing to happen in sol
saîîe a church as the Presbyterian Chiurch tin Canada. Blut
without disctîssing the nierits of the case at present, we
place before the reader a surnnary of the reniarks miade by
the several speakers at the Conference.

Rev. .1. A Grant, who has given rnuch attention to
the Ilprobationer"I question, and Rev. J. A. B3rown, M.
A, introduced the subject referred to in two able papers,
in which it wvas shown that the present system does not

give satisfaction. We desire for evangelistic services,
as an auxiliaty, or as a relief frorn the stated services of
the church, was touched upori also anid it was pointed
out that the yielding to this desire bas resulted
disastrously to some congregations, causing dîscord
and disruption.

Rev. J. A. B3rown held that ministers should flot touch
the Church finances, and should flot when settled in a
pastorate apply for a new one after a short terni. Rev. J.
A. Cirant siid that ministers, congregations, and IIreshy-
teries were equally to Mlane for the restlessness spoken of.
The tw-) former wcre too, eager to change, and the latter too
lenient tin givitng thecir assent. A real evil was probcd by
Rev. W. G. WVallace, who said students were flot sufficiently
impressed with their responsibility. They should under-
stand that they must work and teach as well as preach.
IManly ministers corne to, the end of their tether aftcr two

years. They have no more idcas. Thus both they and
the congregatiori want a change," lie declared.

This sentiment was followved up by Rev. Principal
Caven's statement to the effect that: students were some-
trnes settled in charges before they wvere sufficiently
prepared by thoroughly wide reading and proper knowl-
edge. Thus they were without adequate resources.
This evil wvas intensified by the course of the Home
Missions in regard to, the North-West, whio encouraged
students to undertake mission work during their theo-
logical course, thus depriving them of their opportunities
for study and mental equipment.

As to the rcstlessness, they must remnember that they
were in a new era, one of movement and strong impulse.
A man w-- r foolishi fot to, recognize this, and to decry
the age in v<hich he lived. Regarding evangelism, the
reverend speaker declared that ministers should neyer
baud their congregations; over to e%,angelists. It was a
great mistaloe. Ail pastors should have the zeal of the
evangelist, but it should be allied with knowledge.
IlAvoid the peripatctic evangelist," said Principal
Caven, ini conclusion. IlHe bas no place in a settled
congregation, bis wvork is not in a settled district."

Ini the same strain spoke Rev. Dr. Parsons, who,
spoke with no uncertain souind as to the present condition
of things ; and Rev. Dr. Gray who described soîne
cvangelists to a ire passing tbrough a bush - raising a
momentary conflagration and leaving nothing but
charred embers behind."

A committee cornposed of Rev. Dr. Parsons, Revs.
Mctssrs. W~allace, Friz,.ell, Turabuli, Grant and B3rown
was appointeci to formulate a plan which will bc dealt
with by the Presbytery. The plan, it is understood,
suggests that ail calîs and applications be referred to a
cornrittee composed Of the M Mderator of the Presbytcry
and thrc confreres, who will pass favorably or adverscly
upon the c.ases before themn. Thc length of a pastor's
term, it is suggested, shotild lie limited to a period of
say five years, which would mecan that the lPresbyterian
Cliurcli would be following the lices laid down by the
Mcethodist Church. It also meaxLs that ministers may
no longer look upon a congregation as their's for lite.

LOOKS Il/TO BOOKS3.

Clark Vto., Liiait. Vrico $1.25.
Ouîr readers w:ll reieiber tilat we announcond saisie wooks &go

that tho enterprising firm of Copp Clark Co., were Abîout issulng lit
Intervals of a fow weeks, the worke of (hlbert Parker. 0>1 this
&arien, Il Pierre and hie P'eople" Ilfrins tlîo secondh volume. As, thi.
work dealu with our own country in the fatr Northî anti tlîe tarly
lîiatory of the Hudson Bay Co., ilsliould mooet witlî a raady @ale
aracng aur readers.

VAMOU el't il3g,3i'T8. By Ilerbert Spencer. l'rien S1.125. New
York, 1). Appletori It Co.

Thia work contatrs semae eigliteen mnagaz.ine and review articles
written by Ilorbort Spencer freint Uita Uie. li hie brief prcface
ho explains that sorna of theim may hc wortîy of motre permanntu6
praervatioîî than ini their original MagE'.ano forts, andu tjat In order
ta complote the volume he hau added saine whjclî luis judtginut
are cf leamer value. Certainly the risiog gcocratiun of buiuk roadora
must thank Mr. Spencer for the publication of Il Varions Fragmenta"
au cf courso the Magaitoca and ltovîews cf the Iiuy's are almca
ansoient history te tho prcserit gerieration. Lt se utiuecessary te
comment uperi the excellence anti variet> cf the collectionî but îîuerely
te state tin conclusion thist lavers cf Ilerbert Sprunctr'a %çrttsngs wili
have great pleassure andi profit in perueîng this book.

KonmA AN îiKLNmiitîtiLu." A Narrativecf Travcl witlî an taeuuî
cf the Recent Vicissitulies andr Iltesent Pocsition cf the,
Ceuntry. IsabellalBirdlBtalinp,Fl.ILt..S. WVitt a i'rufaco luy
Sir Walter C. Ilillier, IC..G i'th Illustrations front
Pho3tAgtapha hy the Mutiîr, and Mapa, A~ 1 cdsand~ leîlltx.
p'rices $2.00. Fleming IL. Reveil Co. 'I'roîîtc. New York and
Chicago.

Mra. Blinhop noedit no introduction te or reatora. flir hookst
upon Japan. IPersia, the Ilawaiian Islanids antI the o .ky Mounstaiîîs
are known and rcad throrîghaut the continent. Mx. Btsehop is an
indefatigable explorer. Few men have penetrateti an fair iuio
unexplored partions cf many semi civilized ceuintries. lier Korean
experieicea %verts ruiteoeut cf tlîe ordioary, anti they are reltîteu ils
the pleasantly familiar way wliich hau givan lier former works an
ivide a reading. In lier prefacto y notes alto mays that her four
visita ta Karea between January, 1894, and March, 1597-, wero for
tho purpamea of studying tte leading characteriatics rîf tlîe
Mangolian races. l)uring these visita, ltuwever, slle hecaîîta deeply
interested in Koroa and this volume gives tito reaultu of prolongeul
and careful observation, lu her introductory chapter ahle apeaks cf
the generai lack cf Information tin regard te the geographical
position and general makcup of this important country. Sha lias
net aîuared toit or hardslîip iii herjourîeya into the iriterior of Korea
in order to obtain the information which is presented in so simpîle
and attractive a form in this volume. Fortune favorad her tin the
timeocf her visita, for sanlie cf the moaùt tîiportant eenta tin Korean
hiatory have taken place during tic years wlien INre lltihp wai tin
the lermît Nation. Tîte baok givec foul descriptions cf the couîntry
and ita inhabitants, their characteristics, customs, goverîlment antd
relations te other nations. It retails the revoluitoary upermit and
t'ne aaaaain&teî ÇA the 'queen, twz Social position o( womsbn tiuotsb
lion, andi foreigri trade andI givea vivid pîctures of Seouîl. thte K.,rean
Mecca anid Bongt.do, tho rayai cîty. Mra. Bîlihp liai furnuaheti a
variety cf photographie vtews of pilaces and i habits rtf living which
ilîrîstrate the book, and carefully drawn matis show the topcgraphy
of the counitry and the routes over whicî os travelled. To tho
general reader the book cari bc commendeti as a timrly antd intereét-
tng book cf travel, and tui the Christian student the observations
and conclusins respectiog missionary wcrk will have morc than a
paaig intereat.

The E xposilory Ti,,,es for February opans with its reRular brief
and sorisppy chat s ta seine of the more pruminent bocks andi
discussions cf tbe manth and as ta terne books that are nul, yet
published WVe suppose we cari hardly blamo tho editar. Dr.
Hlautings, for telling us ne much about Ilii. new Bible 1)Ioty
that is about ta appear, but weoshall have te irait outil semo crie
eise secs it bel are wa kuair what it ta really wnrth. Tha problems
of the Il Logisa cf àr ous ' etiîl receives a gocd deai cf attention and
aIma Dr. Mcîr,iffarbîs bock on "The History ef Chnistianily ini
the Apestalio Age. An article by Dm. Van Nlsven. of Leitirri
shows that the Dutch achoot cf criticianm ta determirird te eutdc
the Tubinoan schoel tin ils radical treatment cf the New Testament.
Baur and hi@s encessors lof t us at ]sait the fouir greas Paumne
Epistlea as gemmie. Theme irritera weuld sweep away tho whole
cellectian. They are not igkely ta meet with greater scooes than
theit predmeessers. T. &. T. Claik. Vrice G1.
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