The Presbyterian Review

MINISTERIAL SETTLEMENT AND TENURE.
IMPORTANT DISCUSSION BEFORE THE TCRONTO PRESBYTER-
1AL CONFERENCE.

The utility of what has become known as the Presbyter-
ial Conference has been often proved by the helpful discus-
sions which have been freely participated in at these meet-
ings. This week the topics before the T'oronto Conference
were of more than usual interest, two of them dealing with
the system of ‘‘calling ' ministers to vacancies and the
other with the length of the term. of service. “T'hat improve-
ments will come in the methods now prevailing as to filling
vacancics may be taken for granted ; but that the well-tried
ad vitam, ad culparm, rule of tenure will be invaded and
upset for an itinerancy is an unlikely thing to happen in so
sane a church as the Presbyterian Church in Canada. But
withou discussing the merits of the case at present, we

place before the reader a summary of the remarks made by
the several speakers at the Conference.

Rev. ]. A Grant, who has given much attention to
the ** probationer ™ question, and Rev. J. A. Brown, M.
A, introduced the subject referred to in two able papers,
in which it was shown that the present system does not
give satisfaction. We desire for evangelistic services,
as an auxiliaty, or as a relief from the stated secvices of
the church, was touched upon also and it was pointed
out that the yielding to this desire has resulted
disastrously to some congregations, causing discord
and disruption.

Rev. J. A. Brown held that ministers should not touch
the Church finances, and should not when settled in a
pastorate apply for a new onc after a short term. Rev. J.
A. Grant said that ministers, congregations, and Presby-
teries were cqually to blame for the restlessness spoken of.
The twn former were too cager to change, and the latter too
lenient in giving their assent. A real evil was probed by
Rev. W. G, Wallace, who said students were not sufficiently
impressed with their responsibility. They should under-
stand that they must work and teach as well as preach.
“ Many ministers come to the end of their tether after two
years. They have no more ideas, Thus both they and
the congregation want a change,” he declared.

This sentiment was followed up by Rev. Principal
Caven's statement to the effect that students were some-
times settled in charges before they were sufficiently
prepared by thoroughly wide reading and proper knowl-
edge. Thus they were without adequate resources.
This cvil was intensified by the course of the Home
Missions in regard to the North-West, who encouraged
students to undertake mission work during their theo-
logical course, thus depriving them of their opportunities
for study and mental equipment.

As to the restlessness, they must remember that they
were in a new era, one of movement and strong impulse,
A man w-.- foolish not to recognize this, and to decry
the age in which he lived. Regarding evangelism, the
reverend speaker declared that ministers should never
hand their congregations over to evangelists, It was a
great mistake. All pastors should have the zeal of the
evangelist, but it should be allicd with knowledge.
“* Avoid the peripatetic evangelist,” said Principal
Caven, in conclusion. * He has no place in a settled
congregation, his work is not in a settled district.”

In the same strain spoke Rev. Dr. Parsons, who
spoke with no uncertain sound as to the present condition
of things; and Rev. Dr. Gray who described some
evangelists to a fire passiny through a bush * raising a
momentary conflagration and leaving nothing but
charred embers behind.”

A committee composed of Rev. Dr. Parsons, Revs.
Mecssrs, Wallace, Frizzell, Turnbull, Grant and Brown
was appointed to formulate a plan which will be dealt
with by the Presbytery. The plan, it is understood,
suggests that all calls and applications be referred to a
committee composed of the Muderator of the Presbytery
and three confreres, who will pass favorably or adversely
upon the cases before them. The length of a pastor's
term, it is suggested, should be limited to a period of
say five years, which would mean that the Presbyterian
Church would be following the lines laid down by the
Methodist Church, It also means that ministers may
no longer look upon a congregation as their’s for life.
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LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

Piknrre Avp mix Prorne” By Giltert Parker,
Clark (‘o,, Limited. Vrice 21.25.

Our readers will remember that we announcod somoe wooks ago
that tho enterprising firm of Copp Clark Co., were about, issuing at
intervals of a fow woeks, tha worke of (ulbert Parker. Of this
serics, ** Piorro and his Pcople " forms tho sccond volume.  As this
work deals with our own country in the far North and the ecarly
history of the Hudson Bay Co., it should meot with a ready sale
amang our readers.

Tovonto, Copp,

Vanous IFrauuents, By Horbert Spencer. Price 81.25. New
York, I). Appleton & Co.

This work contsins some eighteen magazine and roview articles
written by Herbert Spencer from time to time. In his brief prefaco
ho explains that some of them may bo worthy of more permavent
preservation than in their original Magazino form, and that in order
to comploto the volume he has added somo which iu his judgment
are of lesser valuc, Certainly the rising gencrativn of buuk roadors
must thank Mr. Spancer for the publication of ** Various Fragments’
as of course the Magazines and Reviews of the lifty's aro almost
ancient history to the present genoration. [t 18 unnecessary to
comment upon the excellence and variety of the collection but merely
to state in conclusion that lovers of Herbert Sponcer's writings wall
have great pleasure and profit in perusng this book,

Korka aNp 11k NEtaunors.” A Narrative of Travel with an acconnt
of the Recent Vicissitudes and Present [osition of the
Country. Isabella Bird Bishop, F.R.(G.S.  With a V'reface by
Sic Walter C. Hillier, K.C.M.G. \With Illustrations from
Photographs by the Author, and Maps, Appendixes and ladex.
Price $2.00. Fleming H. Rovell Co. Toronto, New York and
Chicago.

Mra. Bishop noeds no introduction to our readers. Her books
upon Japan, Persia, the Hawaiian lslands and the Rocky Mountains
are known and rcad throughout the continent, Mrs, Bishop is an
indofatigable explorer. Foew men have penetrated so far iuto
unexplored portions of many semi civilized countrics. Her Korean
experiences were (uite out of the ordinary, and they aro related in
the pleasantly familiar way which has given her former works so
wide a reading. In her prefacto y notes she says that her four
visits to Korea between January, 18', and March, 1807, wero for
tho purposes of studying the leading characteristics of the
Mongolian races. During these visits, however, she becamo deeply
interested in Korea and this volume gives tho results of prolonged
and careful obscrvation. Iu her introductory chapter she apeaks of
the general lack of information in regard to the geographical
position and general makeup of this important country. She has
not spared toil or hardship in her journeys into the interior of Korea
in order to obtain the information which is presented in so asimplo
and attractive a form in this volume. Fortune favored her in the
timo of her visits, for some of the most unportant events in Korean
history have taken place during the years when Mre Bishop was in
the Hermit Nation. The book gives full descriptions of the cuuntry
and its inhabitants, their characteristics, customs, government and
relations to other nations. It details the revelutionary period and
the sssaasination of the QYueen, the social position of woman educa-
tion, and foreign trade and gives vivid pictures of Seoul, the Kurean
Mecca and Bong-do, tho royal city. Mrs. Bishop has furnished a
varicty of photographic views of places and habus of living which
illustrate the book, and carefully drawn maps shiow the topography
of the country and the routes over which she travelled. To the
general reader tho book can be commended as a timely and interest-
ing book of travel, and tu the Christian student the abscrvations
and conclusions respecting missionary work will have more than a
passing intereat.

The Expository Times for February opens with ita regalar brief
and sorappy chat as t0 some of the moro promisent booke and
discnesions of the month and as to eome books that are not yet
published We suppose we can hardly blame the editor, Dr.
Hastings, tor telling us 80 much about hie new Bible D.otionary
that ig aboat 0 appear, but wo shall have to wait ontil somo one
elgo sees it before wo know what it is really worth. The problem
of the ** Logia of Jcsas ~ still receives & gocd deal of attention and
also De. Mcetuffors's book on **The History of Christianiiy in
the Apostolic Age. An articlo by Dr. Van Maven, of Leiden,
shows that tho Dutch schoo! of criticism is dotermined to ootdo
the Tubingon school in its radical treatment of tho New Testament.
Baar and bhis saccesaors loft ua as least the fonr great Pauline
Epistles a8 genuine. These writars wounld sweep away tho whole
collection. They are not likely to meet with greater snccoss than
their predeceseore. T. & T. Clatk. PriceGl.



