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&"Tinie flics, aind saosare fleet-
ilng," and a majority Of our feath-
tred friends have become sulent,
:înd thc places tlîat once kiie% themn,
1,TIOW thetm no more. AUl the Oni-
oies suddenly lcft us, as if to cce-
1brate independence Day with our
Vankee cousins acro?5s the border,
for since the 3rd of Jul-y not a glint
o>f them, has been noticed in al
these parts. 'Voung and old have
vanished for the year, and of the
blue-eyed, yellow Warbler, the same
talc niust lie told. The young of
the Bobo'±inks too, have taken wing,
and the white nmarkings (-! the old
birds are beginning to -L-,.ure a
vellowish tint, and their song is
broken into abrupt snatches. On
the z3th inst., my son, in bis work
of mowiflg our timnothy Meadowv,

pasdover a Bobolirik's nest con-
tannseveral newv1y flcdged young,

which, inicediately scattered, to
flutter, attended by the hovering
gestures and alarmed cries of the

fparent birds, amongr thesatsf
flen grass. Since 'that the birds,

both aid and young, bave moved
into an adjoining thicket of berry
bearing bushes, and the well known
rollickiiig chant is frcquently heard
frorn the toprnost spray 6! a tal
1)ear trce that grows near. The
voung "4Bob)s" arc in a bran ncw
jlunlage, Nvhich, aLs ini the case with
the mother bird, is ycllowish in
color, ai in fo-.-r or five weeks

hence these birds leave us for the
sea.son.

Our dog "Nip)per*" had a severe
tussie wvith a Wood-chuck, ainong
the tali grass in the hiay meadmw,
one day last week. Thle dog huti
descended thc burrowv, and dran-a
or driven Mr. Marmot to the sur-
facc, and the two wvarriors were
found panting, and taking a rest
spell, after a seenîingly indecisive
struggle; and it would have ended
in a fIag of truce and a mutual re-
treat, had flot reinforcernent corna
to thc canine sie, ini the shape of a
%vell handled cudgel, wvhich ter-
niinated Marimof ts career.

Last ycar a young man on the
next farmn to this, tells us that in
the rnontlî cf M\ay. lie plowed ont a
Wood-chuek's ncst contaiuing threc
younig ones, abnorrnally marked
witlî white streaks along the shov.l-
ders and sides. This must have
be caused by &ne niysterious
prenatal influence, and the young
nvan wh-) found thern, supposed lie
had. discovercd a case cf li ybridizing
with the Amierican representative
of the 'Founxrt. *Tac youngster
tried tu rear thu Ma,.rmrot-s on cow's
ruilk, but witiicut success. Very
similar instances cf abnorial freaks
of col.oring -are of trequent occur-
rence, bothi in quadruped bird and
vegt-table life. W ÏTS
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