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.ilso. WVhen Dr. Martin visited theni the number in the colony wvas estimated
at from three to four hundred. Unlike their brethren in rnany western lands,
the Sun of prosperity had ceased to shine on themn, and the cold winds of
adversity had well nigth left themn homeless. Not one of their nuniber could
be pointed out as a wealthy man. They had taken to various occupations to
earn a livelihood, somne were money changers, others kept fruit stores and
cake shops, while a fewv were engagcd in nxilitary service.

What of their relation to Jewvishi history and usages ? T1hey were unable

ta trace their tribal pedigree, kept no register, had lost ail knowlcdge of the
Hebrewm language, lad ceased ta observe their ritual worship, and were not

transrniittitig the traditions of the fathers. The naines of sonie of their fe asts
were renienibered, but the feasts; were not observed. Th7leir loss of the

Hebrew language rendered useless the copies they had of the Law and the
FProphets. It wvas actually proposed to expose their parchi-xents for sale in

the market-place, with the hiope of attracting the :attention of soile wondering

iew w-ho niight be able ta restore ta theni the language of their fathers.
FTheir sacred books had neyer been transiated into the Chinest langurige. In
what relation do they stand ta the heathen around theiii? They were being
gradually assinxilated ta theni. Their ritual worship having ceaicd circurn-

cision -%vas flot obscrved, and their children thus grew up without the Seal of
the Covenant. Sorle of thecir nuiinher interniarried with thc heathen, and na

atternpt *was miade ta, prevent the intermixture of Jewishi and Gcentile blood.
Ilaving lost Judaisni, a fcw of their numiber liad turned ta BI3ddhisni, one of

theni actually being a pricst of I3uddha, having for his titletpen tan whichi sig-

niifies ««One who, is rooted in the knowledge of truth." The gildcci tablet that

once adorned the entrance of the synagogue hiad becix appropriated by anc

of the -Mohianinmedan maosques, and efforts were niade ta win sanie of them
over ta the faitîx of 'Mohianed. Otiiers had studied Confucianisin and

were literary graduates. Such was their condition wvhen visited by Dr. Martin

in i866.
Sirice that datc they have leen visitcd by anc of their own race, Bishop

.Schereschewsky, of Shanghai. On accaunt of the opposition of the literati

of the city, and if report speaks truly, injudiciousness an the part of the visi-
tor, the Bishopis stay wvas a very brief oiie, and his visit lias added but littie

ta what was known prcviausly on the subject. A conxpany of the calany lias

since that tne visitcd Peking, the capital, but finding that no nioney could

bc u.btained for their support, they soon went back.
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