4

——— m——— e o

upon the very existence of our Church—deserves ; representing st as likely to cause piety to be over-
particular coasideration, 1 would beg to call your , looked, ;nrf outward gifts alooe to be valued, and
attentioa to. 3 nzan the duty of providing aad , have set forth piety and zeal as alnost the only
trainiog up a supply of well-instructed, futhiul,  sequisites for a smster of the gospel.  Un-

and devoted men for the work of the smmstey, 1a  Joubtedly, without pesy, without the iaward
arder woccupy the wide and rapudly opemag field, call of God, and lus blessing upon the labourer, | of
of spiritunl destitution which 13 spread atound us, , nothung will avail; but we are taught in  the mistry of the word,

and to dispense the onlinances of the gospel 10, Scniptures, that along with morsl and religious,
snultitudes who are hungenng and thirsting afier , qualifications, a bishop shoulid be apt to teach, and,
themn. The difficulues and les to out pro- , this apiness surely uuplics as perfect antcllcctual |
siding & supply of those properly qualified for this | trminming as possible for the due cultivauon of the
office, adequate to th - urgent and uumediate waats , powers of themad, and for the acquinng of suita-,
of our Clurch, are to human view alinost iesuper- |, ble knowledge.  Without adequate kuowledge,
able. But let us notdespur:  what 18 impossible , a preachier will be but a bhnd guide for the blind,
with men is possible with God, Let us sct about , and a fecble protection aganst the inroads of error
the work with cacryy—in faith aud in prayer— ;30 often propagated through igoorance, and so
and tase courage. Bat let us be Juthful to our, often set afloat by the emussanies of Satan—for
aruet.  There are great daugers to which in this | even a due acquaintance with scripture truth can-
uatter we are exposed.  There 13 the sisk thatout  not be attamed without much study, and study
sympathy with a destitute, suffering, a0d de- | oo, of other sources of koowledge ; nor can 1t be
terionating population, should, amid the inade- | clearly and forcibly expounded without due inform-
quacy of the resources apparently at our command, 'axion as to all whichmay either bear uponitsev-
lead usto the fatal expedieat of lowering 1n any ldencu, ot tend 10 itz illustration and elucidation.
f

m the ligh dard, cither of mmoral or in- | How much was Paul’s efficiency as & preacher
tellectual fitness, which our pareat Church in its  and proclaimer of the gospel increased, by having
best dsys has sustained with the most jealous, been fully instructed in all the knowledge of the
care. "It hasbeen gaid—and it sy be said—~that ; sge, at the feet of one of the most celebrated doc-
we must cmmploy such agents for tie work ascan|tors of the day. Aud although the qualifications
be obtained, and the remark inay insome weasare | of all cannotbe equal, neverthelese, I would im-
Yol tree; but it is most dangerous to depart, , pressit upon you, Fathers and Brethrea of the
through apparent present cxpediency, from the , Ministry, amid a!! the tempiations to the coatrary,
ligh ground which ought to be maintained in, anud all the painful difficulties of our pontion, and
this matter. Wherever the standard of qualifica- , upon you, fellow chnstans 100, asyoa value the
tions for the ministry of any Church is lowered, , purity asd efficiency of our Church—as you desire
not oanly is her efficicncy proportionably di- ;1o hand dowa to yourchildren and your children's
minished—but an_impresson creeps in upon | children, the blessings of sound religionsinstruc-
the office bearers of the Church which tends, con- s tion, aund the faithful and effective administration
Jointly with natural indolence, to weaken the sti- | of word and ordinance, and & just standard of re-
mulus to cxertion—~while an impression, at the  ligious fecling aud religious duty, to aimat as high
same time, gocs forth among the people which casts  a scale as possible, both of morality and iatellec-
w doubt over the justice of those claims made in | tual qualification, in those who are seat forth to

regard to the imporance aod high responsibility
of the ofiice, and Jeasens their respect for and con-
fideace in ministers of the gospel, and in doing so,

diminishes their reverence for religion itacll, and | endan

their sense of its respongibilities and obligations.
Some hLavc affected 10 despisc—nay, cven 10
conZemn as sinful—any special education or train-
ing of youth for the ministry, quoting the example
of our Lord in choosing his disciples and apostles
geaerally from the more illitzrate classes, and
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the work of the ministry; for be assured, in 90 far
as this standard is lowered, 20 far will the efficien-
cy ofour Church be lcssened, and her stability be

gered.  She. has many ableand zealous op-
ponents to contend with, who would repice 1n
benolding her fall, and as we value, therefore, the
principles to which we bave borae our testimony,
let us strive to provide for their effectval defence
and maintenance, and neverabate from the object
through distrost of the pewer of God 1o enabls us

toattainit. Aad prayer, my Brethren, must be
your cliel instrument ; prayer, amid all your en-
deavours, to Hlim who alone can accomplish the
end, prayer, thathe would tum the Learts of pa-
ents to desire the dc:lic'gtilou‘ ofsioguc nx.uox:l;l; tl:;_xr
¥ o the cause of their Saviour, in the ani-
priog 1o t and that he would turn the
heat1s of youth to engage in so noble 2 calling ;
for in the words of aa excelleat letter of the mo-
derator of the late Geaeral Aesembly of the Free
Church of Scotland * 10 raise up fuithful ministers
o9d qualify them for the work, is the special office
of the King of Zion, and in bestowing them on
any Church, he indeed besto s oue of his most
precious gifis™  We have a wide and vasied ficld
of duty before us.  Fatbers and Bretheea, let us
not seek, in our desire to embrace 1t, 10 scatter
our cfforts xo<; widclli'.l 80 t’gt the wlgrk may be
doge slightingly ; while at the same time, we ne-
ver ccagc (ogcx}:lrcat the Lord that He would send
forth labouress into his vineyard—the harvest being
truly great but the labourers few—and that he
would epable usall to be more unrewitting and
faithful in our respective spheres. .

It were impossible for me even to hintat the
magy duties, Fathers and Brethren, 1o which we
arecalled. I havc already intruded too loag upon
your valuable time; butl cannot close without
offering a single word upon the danger to whicly
we ateuposnf). from the mixtare of joyous and of
trying circumstances in which we canot fail 1o be
placed, of forzetting that christian huwmility and
moderation which is becoming us, oa the one hand
—or on the other, that lp«llncsg uxgdgr reproach,
that forbcarance under injury and injustice, that
patience uuder the gainaaying and opposition of
others, of which our Swiour shewed us 0 emis
nentan example, and which his disciples ought 10
exhibit. Let us beware lest exultation ia the
success of our cause, and in the approbation
bestowed upon our conduct, should degenerate
into pride or vais-glorying on our own ac-
count. Let us ruard against oppoeition or miste-
presentation leading us cither to enmity or uacha-~
fitableness.  But while we pursue steadfasily
and without wavering the course of duty to which
weare called, may we ever be ready, not only.10
render justice to,and mmake dee allowance for,others,
but evea *‘to bless them who may curse us, ard
to do good to them who may hatcus, and to pray
for them who may despitefully mee usand persecuie

us.”



