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It is well known thal, fron a very early period, the most extranagant notions F
vailed in the church with respect ta the efficacy orbaptism, and its absolute necesq,,
in ordor tp salvation. The descent of the human mmd from the sprit to the let.
from what is vital .nd intellectual, to what ils ritual and externat im religion, is theta
source ofthe mtitifaripus errors which have wasted the Church of God. From u
errofenus interpretation of the figurative language of seome passages in scrnplure
which the sign is identified with the thing mignmfied, very similar to the mnstùj
which afterwards led te transuibstantiation,-it vas universally supposed d
baptism was inariably accompaied with supernatural effects, winch tote
changed the state and character of the candidate, and constituted him a Crt
of God, and heir of the kingdom of heaven. Hence, it was alinost co2ntmi
denoted by the terms illumination, regeneration, and the highest operations or t
Spirit, and vas believed ta obtain the plenary remission of al past sins; it was inc«
der te insure that benefit, and at the same time te enjoy the pleasures of sn fora Is
son, often deferred to the latest period of hfe Thus Eusebus informs us, thantý
Emperor Constantine, "finding his end fast approaching, judged ita fittime forpz
fying himself from his offences, and cienusng îs seul from the guit of sm which à
had contracted-vhich hé helievedwastobe effected by the powerofinysterioswé
and the ving laver." " This," said he, addressing the surrounding Bishops, "ilb
period I se imuch longed, and hoped, and prayed for, the period of obtaining the ,
vation of God." Passmng, with the utmost rapidity, through the preparatory sta's
that of a catechumen, he hastened to what hé considered the consummation, and a
sooner was the ceremony completed, than hé arrayed himself in white garments, dl
laid aside his imperial purple, ni token of his bidding adien to all secular concera
We have, here, a fair specimen of the sentiments which were universally adopteda
this subject in ancient times. Justin Martyr, and Tertullian-in short, there isscart,
a wrnter in the first three centuries, vio ha net spoken on this subject in the isa
manner. The Roman Catholic Church teaches, that it is by baptismi we are màà
the children of God. The Lutheran Church teaches the saine doctrine, in the Aa
burgh confesqion, vhich vas presented ta Charles the Fifth, nt the Imperial Diet a
the sentiments of that îi formed body. The Church of England distnctly teachli
in her liturgy, and in language of the strougest assurance-the priest. after bapta,
returns thanks. " We thank thee, most merciful Father, that it has pleased theeg
regenerale this infant with the Holy Spirit, te receive hini for thine own chdb
ad'option."

This is that erroiiens doctrine which polluted the pure streams of the Gospele
nost at thé fountain iead. Prom it sprang that strong hold of the Man of Sin, lata

baptisn, a practere vhich lias gone far in al ages, te make all church and no welt
As soon as baptismal regeneration was received, the transition was natural and ei
-for when mcn believed that regeneration and salvation canie by baptisi, t:
would sec iminedîately the necessity of having their infants baptized. The only:
naining difficilty vas the want of faitlh in the candidate, reqnîred nthe gospel, wha
want it was found could be etby substitutii, the faith ofthe parent, or whatiswon
that of God-fathers and God-iiothers, for the faith of the child.

It may be, you deny the charge of confoundng baptism and regeneration. Ifni
do, your casî reminids nie of the story of the woodman, " who was sa ntent and
nest in pruning the tree, that he cut off the very branch on which he stood." If fr2
your letters you do not believe that pardon and regeneration are obtaned in baptn
your system goes ta cut off fromi thé gospel tree af hie altogether those superhim
blessmgs.

You may inquire, does not the scriptures ascribe remission and washiig awai
sin, ta haptisni No, the word of God in nio place ascribes to baptism, separate fir
repentance, calling on the namie of the Lord, or the resurrection of Christ, thé rem
sien or washing away of sin.

In Acts 2, wîhen the thnre thousand creed, " men and brethren wliat shall we d,
Peter did not say, be baptized for the remission of sins,-but ent n'id b ha
for the remission of sins and you shall recei- e the gift of thé loty Ghost. W
Ananias was sent unto Saul-Actsxxii. 16-he said -' Why tarriest thou arise,
be baptized, and wash away thy smis, calling on the name of thé Lard." Herev
would note that it waspronised nî Joel 1. 32, that " Whosoever shall call on the a
of the Lord shall be sased." Agamn it is said, 1 Peter mi. 21-"The hîke figure wht
unto, evei baptisn, doth also now save uis, (not the putting away the filth of.


