POOR DOCUMENT

Mr Hazen Asks for a Committee to See 1f Highway Brldges Cost More Per
Pound Than Railway Bridges—The Language of His Charges is
@gé\n to a Charge of Unfairness—He Has Delayed Bring-

ing on the Affair and Will Give the

Province

Considerable Extra Expense Thereby.

e e
Fredericton, Mdu,h 10-—Mr. Hazen mov-
ol his resolution, seconded by Mr. Shaw,
with respect to the cost of certain stcel
bridges. Mr. Hazen said he would not
have anything to say in support of the
motion at the present moment, but would
veserve his remarks until anybody else
who desired to speak was heard from.
Ion. Mr. Emmerson said he felt that
the house and country would expect from
bim some remarks in connection with the
motion which had just been moved. lie
would make h's remarks as brief as pos-
sible, biit” he would like to say enough

and make his words strong enough to en- |

able him to place before the members of
the house and the people of the province
his views on the motion which the honor-
able leader of the opposition had seen fit
to make, and in making his remarks it
would b necessary to refer to the _occur-
ances of the past two years.

Honorable members would remember
that in September, 1898, charges which
measurably  startled the country and
awakened the feeling that the gentleman
who had made them, although not holding
a seat on the floors on the legislature,
was not justified in making charges of
such a character unless there was very

good ground for believing: them to be cor- {

reet. These charges were- ]abelled “Mr.
Hazen’s steel bridge charges.” The press
of that day teemed with repetition of the
charges.. Not long after the charges were
made the 'government appealed to the
electors of the province. He (Emmerson)
had attempted during that election, to
answer those charges. The elections were
held and henorable members know the re-
sult. As a result of that -election the
honorable gentleman who had made the
charges secured a seat in the legislature,
and it was natural to expeet that at: the
first opportunity that honerable gentle-
wan would make his charges and appeal
to have the matter determined in a prope:
way.  But what course did the honorable
gentleman pursue? It is true that in the
course of a week or.ten days he made
certain motions, and by inuendo introduc-
od .the question of these charges, but as
a parliamentarian of experience he must
have known and did know that the mo-
tions were made and repealed for the
mere purpose of dnllymg with the ques
tion.
Charges Fmallv Made.

“c l;now .what follm\'ed On t.he 17th
or 18th of April, when thc house had been
in session nearly a month, the honorable
leader of the opposition, from his place
in the house made charges of a very seri-
ous character againgt himself (KEmmerson)
personally, as holding the office of chief
commisgioner ef public works. He made
his charges, but he did not de, as he has
done on this occasion—ask for a com-
mitsee of the house to investigate those
charges, and when invited to move for a
committee he said he did not intend to
do so. The reponsibility was therefore
placed .upon himself -(Emmerson) of: de-
manding an immediate investigation into
thescharges, and he had to mote for the
committee which the committee which the
‘honor-™" “eader of the opposition de-
cline. 0 ’ior He need not recall the
ocaw , ﬁ‘! hich followed.:  Honorable
member¥*®buld remember that after the
committee had.ene or two sittings, the
henorable leader of the opposition, {rom
his place in tle house, withdrew , ever)
clement. of jchurge with respect to any
complicity - of his (Emmerson’s) his - part,
or with respect te any corrupt motives
on his part in connection with the trans-
actions.. . (Applause.) He (Emmerson)
need not recall to the house the circum-
stances which. Jed up to that withdrawal.
The henorable leader of tlre apposition
and himself had met—and he might say
he had anticipated the visit from his hon-
orable friend—and he (Emmerson) had
stated to him that it was quite unneces-
sary to make any proposition. in the direc-
tion of having the matter stand over un-
til another session. The charges which
had been made against liis personal hon-
esty and repulation as a man, outside bf
the mere: question of politics, were of such
@& grave character that he would not rest
under them one moment longer than was
necessary to have them fully investigated,
and that so long as those charges remain-
¢l upon the journals of the house he
would not consent to have the. matter
stand over, The: honorable leader of the
.Ol’l)o_sition knows that - he agreed with
we in that course. He knows that 1
asked him to submit to me a statement,
in writing, withdrawing all charges of a
personal character, which he said lie never
intended to make; which be claimed did
not involve any reflection upon my name,
personally or officially, and he stated that
he would be willing, if his charges wew
open to any such interpretation cr con-
struction, to ‘withdraw. them. He sub-
witted: a statement {o me which he was
prepared to. make,. and that statement
contained ithese words: “I further state
that in the charges which 1 wmade to ‘this
house 1 did not intend to impute personal
dishonesty to my honorable friend.”

I Rcf_uscd to Accept That Statement,

and insisted that the words “eorrupt mo-
tives” be added.” 1 required an umrquivo-
cal, a full, a compiete withdrawal of all
the charges in connection with the con-
struction. of these bridgss which in any
way involved me personally. The honor-
able leader of the oppos'tion inserted
those words, and they are contained in
the statément which he made to this
house. Honorable members can sce, by
a reference to the journals of the house,
the statement which had been made by
the honorable leader of the opposition and
by mywself on that occasion, and 1 will not
deal iulth."r with it.

But after the charges were withdrawn,
certain newspapers “in this province, ;not
friendly to myself, attempted to make the
people. “of - the: ‘eountry belicve that the
charges had ngt been withdrawn, but that
they werd: mg! ‘If held -in ’ube\'unce for a
year. ‘These cHa¥geh were withdrawn on
Saturday, the 22nd of April, and on Mon-
Jday, the 24th, the Moncton Times, a
newspaper which is a strong advocate of
the views of the lhonorable leader of the
opposition, cgine oul with this statement,
in glaving headlines:  “At the premier’s
request and by consent of the opposition
leader the by ulgvx investigation goes over
till next year.”” Was that in accord with
what my honorable friend stated on the
floors of this house? It seemed . to
him (Emmerson) that it was an attempt
on the part of tke papers which repre-
sented the honerable leader of the oppo-

sition to place him. (Emmerson) in a
false position before the country in 1v-
spect to the matter. He did not claim to
stand on any higher plane than any other
member of the house or any' citizen of
the country, but having regard to his po-
sition, having regard to his family and to
his friends, he thought that it would be’
conceded that itwas not unreasonable for
him to expect at the hands of the legis-

lature a complete and full investigation of |

the charges which had been made agdinst
him, with a view of having his name,
which had been tarnhished, cleared before
the country, or with the idea that the
facts should be brought to the attention
of the people of the country. Therzfore,
when the henorable leader of the opposi-
tion had ccme before this house and made

the complete and unequivocal withdrawal,
which he had, he (Emmerson) had felt,

and he bélieved the house had felt, that
there would never be any further ques-

tion in this house or hefore the country’
as to his name being improperly implicat-

ed in any transaction whatever
in connection with the policy
pursued by the governument in

the construction of steel bridzes through-
out the province. (Hear, hear).

Did Mr. Hazen keep Faith?

And he \vonld‘have hardly have ex-

pected from his honorable friend, after a.

withdrawal of everything of a personal
clement in the charges—a withdrawal
which only left the bare dispute--any fur-
ther utterance that could either by insinu-
ation of implication be construed to be

a repetition of the charges which the hon-,
orable gentleman had so freely and volun-

tarily withdrawn on the floors of this leg
islature. He - has made these charges
again, however, on the floors of this
house. He has made them by insinuating
but he has made practically the same
charges. He (Emmerson) would have
admired his courage, even though he
should go squarely back on what he said
a year ago, if he had made his statement
this year in a more open and manly
way. Mr. Emmerson read from the
Moncton Times of Sept. 12, 1839, a re-
port of a speech delivered at Coles Island
a day or two before by the honorablc
leader of the opposition. Honorable mem-
bers would bear in mind that he had
withdrawn his charges, and they would
remember the Jlanguage of that with-
drawal. In that. speech the honorable
zentleman made reference to corruption
at elections, and had referred to a state-
ment whieh he (Emmerson) was alleged
to have made at the Baptist convention
in this city—a statement which he might
say be never uttered.

The honorable leader of the opposition
is reported to have said at that meeting:
“Where did the money come from to
elect the forty-one at the back of Mr.
Emmerson? At $5,000 each it would take
over $200,000.” -

A voice replied, “Bridge contracts,” and

. Mr. Hazen replied, “My friend sces the

point. Mr. Fmmerson, lets in a flood. of
light.”

Not withstanding the complete with-
drawal of the charges which he had made
the honorable leader of the opposition
sought to make the people of Queens be-
lieve, = and, through the press which
represents him, the people of this province
believe, that he (Kmmerson) was connect-
ed with the construction of the steel
bridges in some way that involved cor-
rupt motives and personal dishonesty.

He (Emmerson) after a perusal of that
speech, had. been led ‘to the belief that
the honorable leader of the opposition
had been nagged into using the language
which he did by the remarks of a former
member of this house, a gentleman sup-
porting the government, and who was
chairman of the public accounts com
mittee when these bridge accounts were
hefore the committee. He referred to
Mr. Fowler. -That gentleman in his re-
marks at that meeting took occasion to
rveflect severely on the course which had
been pursued by the honorable leader of
the opposition in' connection with the
bridge charges, and insinuated that in the
course which he had taken he had neither
been ' true - to himself, or to the country
or to the party which he led. He (Em-
merson) rather fancied that it was in
consequence of these remarks that his
honorable friend had assumed the posi-
tion which he" did on that occasion. In
that same speech, dealing with the bridge
charges, he stated to the people the course
which had: been pursued, declared “That
the charges had been held over as the re
sult of an agreement considered fair by
all parties, with the distinct understand-
ing that they were not dropped or to be
dropped, and further stated that both he
and Mr. Emmerson had pledged them-
selves not to make political capital out
of the matter, pending the resumption of
the inquiry.: Hardly had they so pledged
themselves when the, grit press all over
the province came forward and stated
that he had backed down. Jhe\ \nll find
ont differently next session.

He (Immerson) had not reflected in
any way upon the honorable leader of
the opposition previous to that time. He
could not control the course of any news-
paper as he was not directly or indirectly
interested in any, but he could say that
those papers in which he took the most
interest did not in any way reflect upon
the honorable gentleman’s course in the
matter. In view of the fact that the
charges were withdrawn on Saturday and
that on the following Monday the Aonec-
ton Times came out with the statement
which he had read, he did not think the
honorable leader of the opposition could.
complain that the press supporting the
government had reflected upon him any
more than the press supporting the op-
position had reflected upon himmelf (Im-
merson).

Hazen Took his Time.

He told us to wait until *this session
and we have done so. The house opened
on the 15th of February, and on the 26th
of Vebruary, when he (Emmerson) was
absent, the honorable gentleman did
speak to the provincial secrctary about
taking some action in the matter. The
previnecial seeretary told him that be (Em-
merson) would net be back until the eve-
ning of the 25th and he (Tweedie) would
prefer that he should wait until his re-
turn, as he would naturally 1ike to be
present. le was sure, however, that if
the honorable leader of the opposition
had told the provincial secretary that he
only intended to give notice of motion
there need have been no delay. He (Em-
merson) came back on Tuesday but noth-
ing was done on Wednesday or on Thurs-

.dav or during that week.

e (Kminerson) had gone fully into this

matter in order that the house and coun-
try might know the course which - had
been pursued by the honorable leader of
thé opposition, and he appealed to the
house to know if that course would re-
fleet credit upon that honorable gentle-
man .in his dealings with the members of
the legislature. Ile was sorry to say that
it was not in harmony with the high
opinion which he (Emmerson) had form-
ed of the honorable leader of the opposi-
tin. Then when he comes to move for a
committee he changes the whole issue. ¥e
does not charge me directly with being
(lmhone~t but he says that T 'must have
known, ov that if 1 did not know T was
guilty of culpable neglizence. He says I
must have known. He assumes that I
knew, and therefore he charges me by
implication with dishonesty. Then he
goes on to make a comparison between
the steel bridges which we have con-
structed and railway bridges.

When -this question was first brought
to the notice of the people of the country
it did not involve in any way a compari-
son between the bridges constructed by
this government and railway bridges,
but now my honorable friend comes bes
fore this house and says that we have
built steel bridges which have cost twice
as much, and in some instances more
than twice as-much, as steel bridges built

“during the same period. Nobody ever

denied that these railway bridges could
be purchased at 4 much less rate per
pound than we were paying for our steel
highway bridges. Ile #®mmerson) had
on a public platform in Albert county
during the last election, given figures to
prove. that statement,and his opponent,
Mr.A. E. Trites, a contractor, was man en-
ough to state that there was no sense in
making a comparison - between highway
and ' railway steel bridges. | (Applause).
lle made that statement on the hustings
on nomination day, and he (Emmerson)
honored him for it. Every man who
knows anything about it knows that there
is a vast difference betwezn the cost per
pound of railway steel bridges and ordin-
ary highway bridges. There is the same
d flertence as there is betwozn the well
tinished manufactured carriwres and the
ox cart. The material used m the con-
struction of railway bridges is much iarger
and by reason of its greater weight costs
‘ess per pound, as there is no more labor
expended  m its manufacture than there
is in the maunfacture of thalighcer Ligh-
way bridge. The honorable leader of the
opposition knows this is not an iseue but
he brings it prominently forward in his
charges so that he will be able to bring
evidence to prove that . railway bridges
can be built cheaper than we were huild-
ing our highway bridges, and having got
that :ev.dence he . will have it go out 1o
the people of this country that he has
proved his charges. The honorable gen-
tleman must surely recognize that this is
not a fair issue in a question of this kind.
He claimed that the course which  the
honorable leader of the opposition had
pursued in this matter was a reflection
upon the legislature and was not treat-

Mr. Emmerson Demands Investigation.

ing its members as they should be treated,
and that his conduct-in the matter, both
towards himself (Emmerson) and the
members of the legislature, did not en-
title him {o a committee. But, Mr.
Speaker, T want to ‘say this, that from
the very first moment these charges were

sent broadcast over the country I ‘was:

prepared for an investigation. I was pre-
pared at the last session—I[ courted it—
I demanded it—I moved for it, and in
spite of the fact that those charges were

withdrawn and that the honorable gen- -

tiemap has been dilly dallying with the
mattér this session, and is not entitled to
a committee 1 demand that such a com-
mitteee be appointed. (Applause.) I ask
for that committee as my right and I a:k
my supporters in the legislature, if they
have any respect for me, if they have any
re:ard for my feelings, if they have any
regard for the’feelings of my family and
friends, to give me that committeee. It
may cost $5,000 or $10,000 to hold this in-
vestigation; it may take one week or it
may take two weeks or three weeks, but
in view of the charges which have been
made against me' 1 have a right to a full
and complete investigation.

1 Have No Fear of My Course.

I have no fear of my conduct. T feel
that I acted in the best intepests of the
people of the province, and 1 believe that
history will show that the policy of this
administration in regard to the erection
of p:rmanent bridges—a policy not in-
augrated by this government but a policy
which has been voted upon by members of
this ]eghldt\ll(,‘ and wh.ch has been pur-
sued since 1892—has been in the best in-
terests of the provinece. Though my hon-
orable friend, the leader of the opposition,
by reason of his cowse and conduct in
this matter, is not entitled to a commit-
tee, 1 ask at the hands of this house that
such committee be appointed, and 1 leave
the house to deliberate upon my request.
(Loud applause.) :

Hon. Mr. Tweedie

said it was the right ov any honorable
member of the house to make charges
again+t a member of the government, but
he fel- that the house had a right to con-
gider the nature of the charge, the cir-
cumstances under which the charge was
made, and had a right to consider whether
the charze to them appear to be a bona
fide charges or whether it was made for
ulterior purposes. He would like to draw
the atiention of the house to a considera-
tion of the question as to whether  tbe
charges which had been made by the
leader of the opposition were bona fide
charges. What are the circumstances of
the pase? Before the house mect in 1808
the honorable gentleman, who had mnot
then a seat in the legislature, made these
charges throughout the country. The lead-
er of the opposition at that time did not
attempt  to make these charges. 'The
leader of the opposition had dealt with
these matters in the house for two years.
T'he public accounts committee had dealt

with these matters and had passed the-

accounts in connection with these bridges,
but the’ gentleman who now leads the op-

position went through the country .and

made these -charges hut when he came to
the House of Assemb'y last year it was
with the greatest difficully that we could
get him to formulate those charges. Day
passed and week passed, and at last the
honorable gentleman was forced to sum-
mon courage to make the charges, and
after they -were made, was it the party
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' brought in his charges. Why is this?

‘leader of the government. (Loud ap-

and the country when he said that the
“honorable leader of the opposition would

e

who was charged or was it the honomble
gentleman who wished to withdraw those
charges? It was the honorable gentle-
man, and he was willing to withdraw all

personal charges, and they were with-
drawn, leaving the simple question as to
whether the honorable chief commissioner |
had made an error in judgment and had
paid too much for steel bridges. That
is a charge which can be brought against
any man in the ordinary business trans-
sactions of every day life. “The honor-
able gentleman was glad to withdraw
those charges, and he was willing to let
them drop, but he has been driven, not
by force of his conscientious nature, not
by reason of any desire for the public
benefit, to bring in these charges again.
And what are thy and when did he bring
them in? This house met on the 15th of
February.  Why did he not formulate
them then? He did not want to, and the
mOst surprised man to-day in the Prov-
ince of NeW Brunswick will bé the Hnn

Mr. Hazen when the committeee is given,

and we propose to give him the comlm*tee

And in giving this committée there is only
one condition that the government will at-
tach, and that is that there is going to
bé no backing down. in this case. He has
had since the 15th of *February. Ile
must be ready with his witnesses when
that committee is formed, and he has

Got to Go on to the Bitter ‘End.

(Applause.). He will find the government
is not afraid of any charges that he can
make, He will find that he need not ask
for time and say that honorable members
may perhaps want to get away and the
matter had better lie over. This thin.
has got to go right through. The honor-
able gentleman will get his committee, he
must prove his charges, and the comumit-
tee will make its report and lay it be-
fore the house before it adjourns if it
tdkes until next June. The government
is ready to go on, and it is ready to
prove that its policy is correct in prin-
ciple, and that policy has been that if
we want to establish industries in this
province we must give a little more, per-
haps, than we would have to give to very
large concerns outside the province. "The
late leader of the opposition (Stockton)
steaed that it ‘was well that the Province
of New Brunswick should have the prefer-
ence and said that he would advise that
the chief commissioner should not go ocut-
side the province {o have our permanent
bridges - constructed. ~We :have adopted:
the principle as that contained in the
national pohcy By that policy the in-
dustries of the country are built up, but
the people have to pay a little. more. [t isef
not right, then that we should pay a little
more for our steel bridges in order to
build up the industries in our own prov-
mce? ;. After .all ..the charges = which
have been ‘made by the deader of
the ° opposition - simply come to this;.
Has the chief :commissioner of public
works by having these bridges built with-
in our own province, helped the province,
and by doing that has he done wrong?:
1t would probably cost $5,000 or $10,000
to have this investigation, but the hon-:
orable leader of the opposition would be:
given every opportunity to ~prove his:
charges. i

The leader of the ODDOsltxon had in his:
charges referred to the Intercolonial Rail-}
way bridge, but he (Tweedie) contended:
that that was not. a fair comparison.f
These bridges’ \\exe altogether different:
from the bridges bmlt by “this government.

Mr. Hazen— I stated: “Brxdges of sim-

ilar material and workmanship.”,
“Hon. Mr. Tweedie—But they are not
of similar character, and therefore it i«
not fair to leave. that to the committee
without giving them power to inquire into
all  the characteristics of the 'bridge::
built© by - the Intercolonial. The
same amount of ‘labor was  meces-.
say ~im’ m«muf’(ctu’rmg a ' piece of:
iron of 500 Ibs. Wéight for a' ‘highwayi
bridge as had to be cxpended in the case:
of a piece weighing 2,000 Ibs. for a rail-;
way bridge. 1t was hardly fair that this
question should be dea.lt with by the com-|
mittee.

Mr. Hazen—Surely yvou can -trust the.
committee to consider everythmg with re-
gard to the matter.

Mr. Tweedie said :Mr. Hazen had not
introduced his charges before supply, be-!
cause he did not wish to have them tried.

Mr. Hazen—That is what you say.

Mr. Tweedie—I say it is true.

AMr. Hazen—I say it is not true.

Mr. Tweedie—You knew-last session ex-;
actly what these charges were to be. You!
understood them just as wellias you do to-
day, and vou could have made them on’
the day the housc opened, but you did:
not.do it. And why? Because you want .
ed delay.. You wanted the government to
say that it was getting late, and that the
matter had been compromised. T want to!
tell the honorable gentleman that the!
temper of this house and the temper of
the government is that

There Shall’ be no Compromise

and the matter has got to go on to the
bitter end. The honorable gentleman ha«
got to fight; if there is any fight in him,
and I doubt very much if there is. Here
we have been here nearly a month, and
the honorable * gentleman has only now

Mr. Osman—IHe did not have the time.

Mr. Tiweedie—Perhaps not; but. the
country will require an explanation of the
delay. Whatever his design may have
been, he has now made the charges that
are now before the house, and the govern-
ment proposes to give him a full and fai
investigation. There will be no .oppor
tunity for him to delay. The government
will expect that Bawing “brought thesc
chirges and acked for a committee he
will be prepared to go on with the in-
vestigation within a reasonable time, and
as soon as the commititee is appointed it is
the duty and right of the honorable gentle-
man to be present with his witnesses, pre-
pared to go ahead. We ask that there be
no delay. We have not delayed the mat-
ter, and have always been ready and are
ready now to go on and make a full and
complete investigation into the charges
which - have been preferred against the.

plause.)
Hon. Mr. White

said he did not intend at this time to
discuss the merits of the question, which
could be more intelligently discussed when
we have before us the report of the com-
mittee which is to -examine into the
charges, but he could not forbear saying,
that it was to be regretted that the leader.
of the opposition had not made his
charges earlier in the session. He must
have lknown, not only when the session
opened, but for a reasonable period be-
fore the session opened, that he intended
to prefer these charges, and the result
has . been that this house, which would
probably have prorogued in a week, will
be detained here a fortnight or longer in-
vestigating  these charges. He  (White,)
without imputing *Bny motives to- the
honorable gentleman, felt that he was but
expressing’ the sentiments of  the house;

hava to give a strong, a satisfacbory,
conclusive reason why he has delayed t)ll
this late hour. He (Whlte) desired to say
what he had to say in a very calm and
temperate spirit. He felt very strongly
with reference to the course the honor-
able gentleman had pursued. Having last
year withdrawn in the most unequivocal
and  unrestricted fashion the charges
which he had made, using words the
strongest and clearest which could be used
for that purpose and having stated that
le did nmot charge or impute, or intend
to charge or impute, to the Honorable
Mr. Emmersont any corrupt motive in con-
nection -with this- whole transaction, he
(White) did feel that this house had a
right to expect that the honorable gentle-
man would: have so framed his charges
as not again, indirectly it may .be, but
none the less effectually, impute the very
same charges which he so clearly and em-
phatically withdrew. The honorable gen-
tleman has not propounded the charges
in the same language, but he says that
the committee “Shall find whether the
said Henry R. Emmerson must have
known that the prices paid were gross-
ly excesive.” Well, sir, if Mr. Emmer-
son knew that thc prices he paid were
grossly excessive how could anyone hold
that he was blameless in this matter, or
was not guilty of gross neglect
of duty in mnot informing himself
as to the ruling market prices. He does
not ask this house to find that the Hon.
Mr. Emmerson was a knave, but he asks
't to dind whether he was a knave or a
fool? ®That is the way the question is
brought up, and it seems to me it is
A Very Unfair Course to Adopt,

after what took place last year, and fur-
ther that the charges were made in very
unfair language and very unfair terms.
He simply made this statement, and would
not enlarge upon it, as if he did so he
might be led to speak somewhat more
warmly than he wished to do at present,
but. he wislied to point out one fact, and
that was this: - After the' charges were

made last session,-and after the element
of personal corruption had been with-
drawn, it left what was after all the es-
sential - thing to consider—whether the
province was getting good value for the
momey which it was paying for these
bridges, taking into cons. ‘deration their
character. Now et us look at what Mr.
Hazen has asked, the committee tofind
upon: “And wherein the said J. Douglas
Hazen has further alleged and charged
that the prices paid for bridges were
double, and in some cases ‘more than
double.” What? the prices  paid for
bridges similar to - those were building?
Not.at all; but,” “But double the prices
paid by axl\\dvs for steel bridge super-
structures equal in every respect in ma-
terial and workmanship.” Then the ref-

. erence to the committee is framed in ex-

actly: the same words. It reads: “The
committee to enquu-c whether the prices
were double and in some cases more than
double the prices per pound- paid by rail-
way companies in Canada. Tls2 Interco-
lonial railway and other governments in
Canada during the same period for steel
bmdge superstructures equal in every 1e-
spect in material and werkmanship to the
steel and n-on superstru»tur erected in
this province.”” .That is what the com-
mitter are to enquire. What does it prove
if they do-find that the prices were
double? Talke a bar of iron for a railway
bridge weighing 400 pounds, and a similar
bar for a highway bridge, weighing 100
pounds. The same labor has to be . ex-
pended on the bar weighing 100 pounds
as on thie 400-pound bar, and therefcre
the cost of workmanship on the one
would be four times what it would be on
the other. The work necessary on a
highway bridge would be as great as the
work mecessary on a rdilway -bridge of
hree times its weight, and yet the hon-
gentleman asks that the costs of these
two classes of bridges be compsred. He
hopes to be able to go to the people of
the country and say that he proved that
the highway bridges erected by the prov-

‘nce cost more than the bridges erected:
hy railway companies, but lie' will not say
that they cost more than bridges of a
similar character. That is the question:
that ought to go before the committee,
and if the honorable gentleman had desir-
'd fairly to get at the justice and right of
the matter, that is'the form in which: he
would have submitted the question. -The
committee are bound by the terms of the
reference. They cannot go be}ond that
and volunteer statements of opinion as to
what they ‘are not asked for. The refer-
ensz has been so framed that after the
sommittee have found upon it they will
have found something which is not what
this country desires to know. What the
country wants to know is, whether the
bridges which have been constructed by
the province are good value for the money
that has been paid for them. He was
sorry that the terms of the neference
were framed as they were, because if
any amendment were moved which should
add to the reference it would be charged
in the opposition press and probably by
the honorable #eader of the oppomtlou on
the hu&tmgs that they had not given him
the enquiry he asked, and therefore he
could have proved lots of things if the
government had not done thus and so.
Rather than that the government had
seen fit to let the referenc: go as it is,
but before doing so he had felt called up-
on to' point out that the honorable gen-
tteman had omitted from the reference
the question in which the people are most
interested, and "that is, whether these
bridges are worth the money they have
cost. (Applause.)

Mr. Hazen said he was not at all sur-
prised at the position taken by the hon-
orable attorney general, the honorable
provincial secretary, and the honorable
chief commissioner. From the experience
he had had in this house he was not sur-
prised at any position which these hon-
orable géntiemen might take. The honor-
able gentlemen have taken a most un-
usual and improper course. They have en-
deavored by this diermssion to prejudge
and prejudice the result of this investiga-
tion in the minds of the people of this
province. .

He claimed the submission was a
proper one, and all he asked was a fair
enquiry and ‘fair play, and he did not
fear the result in the estimate of the peo-
ple of the country, no matter what it
might Le in the estimate of the com-
mittee or of this house. The honorable
gentlemen had tried to make it appear
that he had been guilty of a great offence
in not bringing the matter before the

<house earlier. He could tell the honor-

able members -of the government that
they had been guilty of an offence in not
having their legislation ready to lay be-
fore the house. He was, however, not
driven by such an argument. e defend-
ed himself against the charge of delay in
introducing his motien by saying lse had
been prepared to make his charges before,
but had put off .at the request of the
provincial  gecretary, The government
talk of delay, but if they wanted to hurry
th: matter -up, why did they.pot waive
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the notice of nfotion and have the matter;
takert up forthwith. - All this talk about’
delay was simply.to try:and make the:
country believe that he (Hazen) was not
sincere in his desire to have the matter
tried out before a committee of the
house. The honorable provincial secre-’
tary has stated that he (Hazen) had de-.
layed in the hope that the government
would move an amendment and he would
not get the matter before a committee.
He wished to tell the honorable member
that in saying that he was making an as-
sertion that was absolutely untrue. ‘lThat
is the fair and henorable manner in which
the honorable gentleman treats his polit-
ical gpponents: The honorable provincial
secretary has told us what a fair investi-
gation the gowernment proposed to give,
and then in his bull-dozing manner he
says there must be no delay whatever;
the investigation must go right ahead. It
is evidently his intention not to give us
a fair show before that committee, but to
crowd us on day by day, without a mo-

ment to spare to get our witnesses, in or-

der thdt the impression may go out that
we are not ready to proceed. We wiun be
ready to proceed with all reasonable and
proper dispatch. This house will not be
delayed in consequence of our not having
our witnesses here, and let me say thai
1 fairly believe I can prove to the satis

faction of the people of this province the
charges which I have made. Mr. Hazen
gave a  history of the bridge
charges. He had made those
charges before the election of 1899, in
the best of good faith, and after a full
and careful investigation inte the whole
matter. He made the charges fairly and
openly and gave his evidence and his:
authorities. If the government felt those’
charges to be so outrageous why did they;
net call the house together and -have
them ' investilgated at once? They did
not do that, but they went to the elec-
tors and declared there was nothing in
the charges. The honorable chief coin-
missioner admitted that he was paying
more per pound for his bridges than“ihey

were in Nova Scotia, but he claimed
that they would last from fifty to seventy-
five years longer. The elections were Leld
the government was sustained, and the
house met on March 23. The day follow-
ing he (Hazen) gave notice for & commit-
tee, and March 29, moved seconded by
Mr. Shaw, that a committee of five mem-
bers be appointed to whom should be re-:
ferred all matters connected with the con-

struction of c:rtain permanent bridges.

Dd the government facilitate an investi-:
gation in any way?

Mr. Tweedie—That ‘was out of order.

Mr. Hazen’s Ignorance of Rules.

Mr. Hazen—The government took tht
point of order that because he (Hazen)
had named the committee his motion was |
out’ of order, although that is the course
followed at Ottawa and in the imperia!
parliament. ' On the very same day that
be was ruled out of order he (Hazen) gave
notice of motion for the appointment or
a -committee without naming them, a re-
solution similar in every respect to the
other, except that the names of the com-
mittee  were left out. ‘That came on
April 5, and the provincial secretary
raised the pgoint of order that all the ac-
counts . committeee, and that the papers’
should be moved for. That course was:
taken because the government did not:
an investigation of the charges. At a
later date in the session he (Hazen) had
preferred certain charges, and on  those
charges a committee was moved for. It
was not true as stated that he refused to
move for a committee. A reference to

Hansard wou'd show that when the mem- |

bers of the government asked him what
he proposed to do, he replied that he
wanted to see what they would do, and
he further stated that if steps were not
taken for an investigation he would make:
a further motion, following that the hon-:
orable chief commissioner moved a resolu--
tion which contained a statement that he:
(Hazen) had. refused to move for a com-:
mittce. :
-Mr. Tweedie—No, I did not, because if
I had it would have been heralded al:
aver the country ‘that I was afraid of an.
investigation but I did get up in my place!
and protest aganst the resolution being
passed with that statement in it. The:
committee was appointed. I went be-:
fore that committee, submitted the name:
of my witnesses and was prepared to go:
on i

Mr. White—You had no witnesves.

Mr. Hazen—You are making that state-
ment absolutely without authority. I pro -
duced a list of 21 witnesses, whom 1
asked to have summoned.

Mr. White—I know that when you were:
first asked for the names of witnesses yous
(‘ould not give them, :

Wiihdraws the Other Charges. i

Mr. Hazen said he was not prepared to.
give the names the day the committee
organized, but ©on the next day he had
sttbmitted the names of 21 witnesses.:
Several of those witnesses had arrived,
and he was prepared to go with the in-
vestigation, when he was approached by
the honorable member for the city of St.
John (Robertson) who said that he had
to leave in a few days for England, that
navigation was about opening and the
members wcre anxious to get away, and
asking if some arrangements could not be
made to have the matter stand over. 1
told the honorable gentleman that I did
not see how it could well go over. Tlater
he came to me with two other members
and further urged the matter, and I told
him I was willing to have the matter
stand if an arrangement honorable to the
premier and myself could be arrived at.
The premier and 1 met. The premier
stated that while he would like to meet
the views of the members of the house
there were those personal charges, and in
fairness to his family and his friends they
should not be allowed to hang over him
for another year. I recognized the force
of that, and we came to an agreement

.which 1 thought honorable to the premier

and myself. 'Che result was that on April

1 22 the premier rose in his place and made

the following statement: “Before proceed-
ing further with the business of the house
1 desire to make reference to the investi-
gation now before a special committee
of this house, relating to the construc-
tion of permanent bridzes. Intimations
have been made to me by many mem-
bLers of house that at his late day in the
session the investigation might well stand
till the next session of the house. There
is one feature of the charges which affe:ts
myself personally. T understand the hen-
orable leader of the opposition charges
me with personal dishonesty in the dis-
charge of my duty as chief commissioner
and 1 feel that such imputation should
not rest upon me longer than the earliest
possible moment when they can be 1n-
vedtigated. - Beyond that [ fully appreci-
ate the desire of honorable members to
get released from their legislative duties,
and would be willing to meet their views
ifsit were possible to do so. In case the}
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matter stands over the eommxttee qp
under the rules of the house have %d

'discharged.”

1 then rose in my place in the h¢
and made the statement withdraying.
charges, especially the personal chu
against’ the honorable chief commissiol
and I said in conclusion: “I think’
arrangement come to is one honorable
the chef commissioner and at the s
time honorable to myself, and I e
like to express the wish there that {
as I believe in the withdrawal of this.n
ter from the committee the chief comii
sioner is actuated by exaetly the- s
motives as I am, namely a considgra*
of the convenience and personal.inten
of the members of this house, that.
press favorable to the opposition in ;
province will make no reflection .upan;
chief commissioner in consequence of
course he has taken.” 5 4

Mr. Emmerson then arose and stud:,
is with pleasure that I make a.cknow]a
ment to the words and expressions i
have just fallen :from my honort
friends,” and then -he went on to &
“My honorable friend has certainly ta
a manly course in giving expression
his withdrawal of an imputation agh
myself as chief commissioner of
province. 1 have pleasure in mnklng
acknowledgement - personally. I also .
that in view of these statément my ho
able friend has made, and in view of
charges which are reported on'the’j
als of the house, it would be but rl
and fair that the statement which he’
made and the statement which I
made should appear on the jo
the very ILCOI(I in which the ori
charges appear.” The premier th
pressed the wish that his friends and’?
press would not-in any way reflect u .
himself (Hazen) for the course he'!
taken. Mr. Robertson then rose ma
place and said: “In view of the
ment  enteréd into T feel T am n
suming ‘too’ much ‘when I tender; i
may bs pardoned for using the termy:
thanks® of the legislature for the st:
ments made us to-day, and I hope that!
unanimous approval of this legislat
will be given to the agreement which:
heen entered into between the two 1
srable gentlemen on this occasion.”

Continuing, Mr. Hazen said that”
whole intention and ~undefstan
the agreement was that the plul
charges should be withdra in as’
a manner as possible, but’that the
vestigation should be: resumed whin |
house met again, and it was ° 3

In Accordance with the Agr

and not in violation of {hat he wasa
bringing the matter before hop
settlement which he had n‘Iade to
‘egislature last session, these words
be found: “If this statement is sa 8
tory to my honorable friend, then in:
of his statement and what seems 10
a general desire on"both sides of theli¢
that the session may not be pi

would, with the consent, of the"
withdraw the whole of the ;hangeq:
serving, however, thé right to take
action at the next session of 4he ke
ture in respect to the consﬂ'nction'qﬁ
bridges as I may be adviged

necessary in the “public interest,” &

He was.therefore violating no cb
in' bringing his charges hefore the!
ture,, b
The honorable attorney general had 4
olained of the action of the Mon
limes, ‘but he (Hazen) was in no'tg
respeniible for that.; He mighh-
equal force complain of the action of
press supporting the govemment
tn the day after the charges wex-e
drawn, from one end of the provin
the other raised the cry that he (Haz
had backed down; that he was af
force the charges, and that they we
never be heard of again.. He was
to admit that he did refer to the md
in a speech at Cole’s Island, but he Wwe
not admit the correctness of the re;
his remarks. He stated the charges W
to be taken up and pushed to a conclis

Mr.  White—Not the personal cha¥

Mr. Hazen—I desire to say that’
the time I first made these ch:
have mever made a charge reﬂectmg‘ﬁ
the personal honesty of the chief @

missioner, ‘but I have yet to learn !
vou cannot have a. committee of"
house to investigate charges of wanf
proper administration against the heat
a department unless you are prepared
prove that he has been guilty of perst
dishonesty.

In conclusion he desired  to say '
when the committee was appomted
would be prepared to proceed With !
any unnecessary delay, but at the' g
time he would expect fair treatment
regard to his witnesses and getting :i
before the committee. (Applause.)

Mr. Tweedie—Did I understand:
honorable gentleman to say that he we
agree to have seven members on the é
mittee instead of five. )

Mr. Hazen—I think five is-fairer, tl_
government and two opposition; but
you want to urge it I know the ht
lessness of opposing it.

Mr. Tweedie—I do not wish to m
any motion, but I ask if the honor
gentleman would not be willing toh
the same number as' last year. ;

Mr. Hazen—If the honorable gentler
tells me that the government wmhel
~hange the committee so as to -have
instead of five then I will have to sub
but I still think five would be the fa
number: The motion was then

Mr. Speaker said ‘he would Dame
committee on Monday. . .

Fire 'in a Maccaronl Factol

¥

Boston, March 11—An early Sunday mo
ing fire in the building occupied by .
Massachusetts Maccaroni Company on N¢
street, caused the death of one fireman,
probably fatal injury of another and’
serious injury of three others, besides |
tailing a financial loss« variously: esum’
from $75,000 to $150,000.

P. J. McCarthy, senior hoseman of ‘s
er 8, was struck by a fragment of a
wall and instantly killed. He was s
on a ladder near a cornice of the burd
building when the roof fell in and he :
hurled to the ground covered with a
McCarthy. was a brother of Jerethiah
Carthy, suryeyor of the port of Boston
had been connected with the dep&rtment
12 years. He leaves a widow and ‘el
children. .

Christopher Curran, a member of stealr
9 company, while on the roof, was swep}
the ground by one of the many streams t
were being played into the fire. He y
séverely 'ihjured internally and may die.

Lieut. Walter McLean, of steamer 8,
man Galloway, of engine 15 and Cavag
of steamer 8, were somewhat bruised”
flying missles.

The bullding, a four story brick struct\
was entirely ruined, and the firemen’
nearly six hours hard ‘work before ¢
fire was under complete' subjection.

|

A nose exactly in the middle of the_‘fg
is abnormal. 'The general run of noses

cline toward the right. g

When a man puts movey in 2n un
enterprise, he nsually takes it ont ir

lng




