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treat General.

From a Staff Correspondent of The
Associated Press at the French Front
in France, Sunday, Mar. 18, via Paris,

Mar. 19.—The French troops made one

of the most significant advances since

the beginning of the war vesterday

and today. Along a sixty kilometre

front some hundreds of square kilo-
metres fell into the hands of the
¥French, while the German retreat

movement gave no evidences of com-

Ing to a halt. The immense tract of

roconguered territory was traversed

today by a correspondent for the As-
sociated Press, who found the inhab-
itants in many places where they wera

allowed to remain by the Germans

tearfully joyous at the reappearance

ol their fellow countrymen coming in
as victors,

Hasty Departure.

Signs of a hasty German departure
are visible averywhere, and especially
In the villages and towns, in the shape
of houses blown to fragments by tho
explosion of incendiary bombs. In the
distance burning villages showed that
the retreat was still progressing. ilere
and there were a few corpses of Ger
man soldiers, who evidently had been
killed while acting as rear guards.
Former German positions are just
heaps of scattered wire entanglements
and the tremches are half filled with
water.

Supply columne are proceeding in
every direction, following the French

not allowing them a moment’s respite.

ARl Houses Damaged.

The Associated Press correspondent
entered the area reconquered at Las-
signy, which suffered badly, not a
house' escaping damage and none of

tne inhabitants being left behind.
Passing through various succeeding
lines of former German entrench-

ticns of officials written in German.
The joy of the inhabitants at the al-
most incredibla sight of French sol-
ciers entering a town within an hour
after the Germans departed, on Satur-
day afternoon, was extraordinary,
every passing Freachman or Ally be
mg embraced.

At Malmaison Farm
evidently opposed. with some consid-
erable resistance, the French advance,
the ground about being plerced with

HUN LOSSES
4,148,163

March 19.—Ajccording to
official lists kept here the total cas-
ualties of the Germans reported for
the month of February in killed, dead,
due to wounds or sickness, men made
prisoners and missing, aggregate 60,
471, making the total German casual-
ties since the beginning of the war,
exclusive of those in the navy or the
colonfes, 4,148,168, The February los-
ses are given as follows:

Killed or died from wounds or

London,

BICKDONE . i.iiiavisiis 13,826
Prisoners, 1,396
MINBINE, . iouieae 279

Berfously wounded,
Blightly wounded,

Total, ....

The German casualties in the month

of January, according to London, ag-

. gregated 77,684 and the total for the

war up to that time was announced as
4,087,692,

| CEAMAN RETIREMENT
5 NORE EXTENSIVE

French Troops Make One of Most Sign ficant
Advances Since Beginning of War on
Saturday and Sunday—Along Sixty Kilo-
metre Front Hundreds of Square Kilometres

Fall Inte Hands of French—German Re-

.

shell holes like a sleve. Further along
in the villages of Candor and Legny
many women and children still re-

l

1 . |
mained, the rapid retirement not per-|
mitting the Germans to carry them off |
with the mayor, the assistant mayor,|

yursuing troops, who keep close on |
the heels of the retreating Germans, |

ments were many still bearing direc-|

fhe Germans |

Germans Took All.

They asserted that everything they
grew in their gardens was requisition-
ed by the Germans, and the sole means
of sustaining life was the food dis-
tributed by the Americans. Every
month the mayors and other villagé
functionaries were called together
where the American representatives
gave out supplies and life was sus
tained simply by this means.

At Candor nearly two hundred wo-
men and children were left in Ger-
man hands at the beginning of the
war. The young men and girls were
all carried off to Germany, their pa-
rents even now being ignorant of their
whereabouts. Those remaining were
compelled to do all kinds of work
without payment, and when, for re
ligious reasons, they refused to work
on Sunday, they were fined. Even

that they were driven often under fire
to dig ditches or small trenches for
military telephone wires. All schools
wad been closed since the German oc-
cupation, The inhabitants assert
that the German soldiers told them
weeks ago that they were about to re-
treat, as they were not able to with-
stand the constant attacks from the
Allies on all parts of the line, and fur-
ther that they were suffering from a
shortage of food supplies.

| Huns Short of Food.

| These statements confirm informa-
|tion that nmew' military works have
been under construction for sonie time
ast in the rear of the German front
{ line.
! There appears to be no doubt in mil-
{itary eircles that the pressure brousht
{to bear during the Somme battles
Fastered the Germans decision to re-
treat. The French now are every-
where upon their heels.

Today the advance guard of the
I'rench army kept in constant toucn
with the German rear guard, and
French aviators watched and reported
the progress of the retreat, while Ger-
man airmen were absolutely invisible,
Indications on all sides show that the
retirement of the Germans is becom
ing even more extensive.

! The British Advance.

| London, Mar. 19.—According to
| Reuter's British headquarters corre-
| spondent, the British advance has
reached a line east of Bapaume, ex-

tending from Vaulx-Vraucourt, four |believing that backaches are due to|

FRANCE HAS

n iles northeast of Bapaume, to Ypres,
six miles eagt-southeast of Bapaume.

A AN AN .

LATEST CAADIN LOIN
BEMARKARLE SUGCESS

Sir White Desires
Bulk of Loan to Go to the

Smaller Investors and Peo-

Thomas

ple with Meagre Savings.

Ottawa, March 19.—S8ir Thomas
White, minister of finance, in a state-
ment today announced that subserip-
tions to the war loan to date indicat-
ed that the extent of last Wan would
ibe exceeded. “It would not surprise
me if this issue proved to be Canada's
most spectacular financial achieve-
ment,” he said.

Sir Thomas expressed the hope that
the loan would not go chiefly to the
large monied interests, but to the
¢maller investors and people with
meagre savings. It is quite within the
limit of probability, he said, that in-
side of two years the bonds may be
selling ten points in advance of the
issue price.

5 = e pp—

Rich-Mellow

and other officials. i

boys over thirteen years of age assert|

are i{dle hands, and while men like
tuting for this or that torm of goy-

=i Bu
M’ ween ‘ml."
8 volded,

igw'u; tacited the ‘fate uﬁ

WHAT WILL THE HARVEST BE?

Importance of Which No

| Berlin, Mar. 14, by wireless to Say-
ville, Mar. 19—In his address teday
in the lower house of the Prussian
Diet, Dr. Von Bethmann-Hollweg,
speaking as Prussian prime minister,
after alluding to the gigantic internal
thsk that the nation would have to
face after the war, and the strong
foreign policy it would be necessary
for it to pursue, is quoted in the sum-
mary of the address issued by the
Overseas News Agency as declaring:

“Such a strong policy, intérnal and
external, will only be possible if the
political rights of the community are
such as to make possible to the whole
nation, in all its ranks, including the
great masses, equal and cheerful co-
operation in public affairs.

Fears Weak Link.

“During this war every son of the
nation, in a courageous struggle, has
given his last and best—poor and
rich, low born and high born. No one
can claim that he did more or better

HAS GIGANTIG
INTERNAL PROBLEM3

{Dr. Von Bethmann-Hollweg Fears “Inner Difficulties, the

for Co-operation and Harmony Among all Classes.

One Can Forsee” — Pleads

than another. If only one Mnk in the
chain fails, can we then gain? And
can we live after this war if, while
peace prevails, one part of the body
of our nation falls?”

“Before the war the interests of
the working classes frequently were
opposed to the interests of the state
and of the employers, as if there were
irreconcilable opposition. I hope that
the war has cured us of this error.
For, if it were 80, f it were not deter
mined to accept the lessons taught by
the vast experiences of this war as
affecting all questions of political life,
in regulation of the laws regarding
employment; in regulation of the elec-
toral franchise in'Prussia; in regula.
tion of the whole*parament, if it
were not decided’ tordraw these con-
clusions without reserve (and I, for
my part, shall do so, inspired by the
confidence which this war has given
me towards all .the sons of the peo-
ple) then we should face inner diffi-
culties, the importance of which no
one can foresee.”

THE CAUSE OF BACKACHES

Every muscle in the body meeds a
supply of rich, red blood in propor-
tion' to the work it does. The mus-

factories, according to a despatch to
Reuter's from the Russian capital.
Factories' will pay tull wages for the
days in which work was prevented by
the revolution.

The detective and police services

cles of the back are under a heavy
strain and have but little rest. When '
{the blood is thin they lack nourish-!
| ment and rebel. The result is a sen-!
sation of paln in these muscles. |
{ Many people are frightened

into !
kidney trouble, but the best medical
authorities agree that backache fis
very seldom due to kidney trouble.
In fact mot more than one backache |
in a hundred has anything to do with
the kidneys. The whole trouble is
due to thin or impure blood, and!
those who are troubled with pains in |
the back or loins, either frequent or'
occasional should look to the condi-
tion of the blood. It will be found in
most caseg that Dr. Willilams’' Pink
Pills by building up the dblood and
feeding the starved nerves and mus-
cles will banish the pains and make
you feel better in every other way.
How much better it is to try Dr. Wil-
lHams’ Pink Pills for your blood than
to give way to unreasonable alarm
abowt your kidneys. If you really
guspect your kidneys any doctor can
make tests in ten minutes, that will
get your fears at rest, or tell you_the
worst,

All dealers in medicine sell Dr.
Willlams’ Pink Pills, or you can get
them by mail at 50 cents a box or
six bowes for $250 from The Dr.
Willlams* Medicine Co., Brockville,

Ont.
————

MIY AVOID FURTHER
BREAGH N RUSSIA

Metropolitans of Petrograd
and Moscow Sent
Compulsory Retirement. -

Into

]
London, sMarch 19 —Telegraphing
from Petrograd, under date of Sunday,
the correspondent at Petrograd of the
London ' Hvening Star saye:
“In Russla, as everywhere, there

aré working otliers are agil-

whicn tney particularly ap-|
But today it 18 possible a|

and
Bott sgresing

‘The counefl of worlingmen'y dele

are being reorzanized, the former
members being sent to the front.
The metropolitans of Petrograd and
Moscow, Pitrin and Makary have
been sent into compulsory retirement.

NEW CABINET

Paris, March 19.-Alexandre Ribot
has formed the following cabinet:

Premier and Minister of Foreign
Affairs—Alexandre Ribot.

Minister of Justice—Rene Viviani.

Minigter of War—Paul Painleve,

Minister of Marine~—~Rear-Admiral
Lacaze, s
Minister

of Munitiong—Albert Tho-

as,
Minister of Interfor—Louis J. Mal-
v

Y.
Minister of Finance—Joseéph Thier
Miuister of
Jules Steeg.
Minister of Public Works—Georges
Desplas.

Public Instruction—

Minister of Commerce—Etienne
Clementel.

Minister of Agriculture—Fernand
David.

Minister of gubsistence—Maurice
Viollette,

i Minister of Labor—Leon Bourgeois.
Minister of the Colonies—Andre
Maginot.

NCE RS
IN UPHOLDER
OF RUSSHA

Allies will Continue to Battle
Without Truce or Failure
Until the Final Victory.

Paris, March 19—Premier Briand to-
day directed the French ambassador
in Petrograd to hand the following
reply of the Frencth:'government to
M. Milukoff, the Russian foreign min-
ister, in reply to a message informing
the government of the abdication of
Emperor Nicholas and the conditional
acceptance of the throne by Grand
Duke Michael Alexandrovitch:

“In acknowledging receipt of this
communication of the provisional gov-
ernment, the government.of the repuh-
lic expresses its wishes for the good
fortune and grandeur of\ Russia.
Convinced that the ties which unite
the allled powers will become more
close and intimate every day. the gov-
ernment of the republic is assured, as
is M. Milukoff, that these powers,
which have fought for nearly three
years for the triumph of liberty and
justice, upon which rest the independ-
ence of the peoples, will continue to
battle without truce or fallure until
the final victory.”

Washington, March 19-—The Rus-
sian ambassador today called upon
Secretary of State Lansing and laid
before him & copy of the message the
embassy had received from Foreign
Minister Milukoff, announcing the
change in government, the text of
which has already been made public
in cable despatches from Petrograd.
This was the first communication
the embassy had received from the
Russian capital since the revolution.
It was submitted to Secretary Lans-
ing without comment or reguest for
any action in the way of recognition,
pending further instructione from the
Russian foreign office. It is under
stood that the status of the embassy
here will remain unchanged, for the
present at least.

TEUTONS CARRYING
OFF FRENCHMEN

Amsterdam, via London, March 19.
—A Berlin despdtch to the Handels-
blad, describing the German retire-
ment on the western front says:

“As the ground abandoned has now
become a batuefield, it was necessary
to destroy everything which might be
of service to the enemy, such as roads;
shelters and the water supply. This
destruction was carried out ruthlessly,
but what could be of no military ad-
vantage to the enemy was spared.
“The population which was capable
of military service has been brought
away, 80 that it, might not be incor.
porated in the enemy army, or retain-
ed as peacefu] workers and care for

Under-Secretary of Aviation—Dan-
iel Vincent. :

the remaining civillan population left

Important Step by Ottawa in
Interest of Empire—Fac-
toty will Produce Lee-En-
field Rifles Such as Used in

France.
Special to The Standard,
Ottawa, March 19.-~The government
has decided t9 expropriate the Ross
tifle factory at Quobec. The plant
will be operated hereafter as a nation-
al factory to produce the improved
Lee-Enfield rifle for the Canadian for-
ces. lxpropriation proceedings will
be taken under the expropriation aot
which under the war measures act,
has been extended in scope so as to
eliminate technicalities that might de-
lay proceedings. Production of the
Lee-Enfield will be begun with all pos-
sible haste,

Lee-Enfield Rifle.

Manufacture of the Lee-Enfield
rifle in Canada has been under con-
sideration by the government for eon-
siderable time. Last September the
matter was broached to the British
authorities, and the Ross Rifle Com-
pany was given the necessary year's
notice that a new type of rifle was
desired. Before a contract could be
entered ‘into, however, it was neces-
sary that a sealed pattern of the im-
proved Lee-Enfield, with drawing and
specifications, should be received from
the British war office ,and whatever
delay there has been is due to the
failure of these to arrive. The British
government was of the opinion that
it would take something like two years
to convert the Ross rifle factory into
a plant suitable for the production of
the new Lee-Enfleld Sir Charles
Ross seems to have thought that con-
siderably less time would suffice; but
the fact that his company actually
failed to' make promised deliveries in
the case of the Ross rifle itself gives
strength to the British opinion.

With the cancellation by the gov-
ernment of its last order for Ross
rifles with the resultant closing down
of the factory by Bir Charles Ross
yesterday the whole situation has been
changed. The government has now a
free hand to go ahead and manufac.
ture a national arm without profits go-
ing into any private pockets. As soon
as the pattern and specifications of
the Lee-Enfield arrive active opera-|
tiong will be begun. The factory .is
a first class one and when translated
into a plant capable of turning out a
rifle in uniform use by the armies of
the whole Empire Canada will possess
an asset of the highest and most per-
manent military value,

IAISH HEGKLE
LLOYD-GEORG

London, March 19.—Premier Lloyd
George today announced in the House
of Commons that on Thursday he
would move a motion of congratulation
to the Russian Duma.

The premier told the House that, ag
far as the government's information
showed, the Russian revolution had
been brought about with very little

ment had received the support of the
army, the navy and the country. His
information, however, did not enable
him to say that all danger was passed.
It was satisfactory to know the new
government had beén formed for the
express purpose of carrying on the
war with increased vigor.

The premier continued:

“l have only to add, on behalf of
the government, that they are confi-
dent the Russian people will find that
liberty is compatible with order, even
In a revolutionary time, and that free
peoples are the best defenders of
their own honor.” At this. point the

cheers from the Inigh members, and
cries of “why ‘don't you  practice
what you preach?”

to the enemy.”

bloodshed, and that the new govern-|"

premier was interrupted by ironical |-

Good cloth,
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Gilmour's, 68 King St.

Tow
e

b 4

ish government is confiders that these
events, marking, as they do, an epoch
in the world, and as the first great
principles for which we entered the
war, will resylt not in any confusion
or slackeni in the d of the
war, but in cloger and more effective
co-operation between the Rhssian
people and its allies. The government
proposes, on Thursday, to put down a
motion to this effect.”

1T
ICTINTIES
INCREASE

Rome, March 19, via Londob, 5.25
pP. m~-A revival of activity on the,
Italian front is reported today by th
war office. i

“On the whole front there was in-
crgased activity of the artillery,” says
the statement.

“It was most marked in the Laga-
rina Valley, - Our fleld hospitals at
Gorizia and Ronchi were struck,;caus-
ing a few casualties.

“The enemy attempted raids in the
Giumella Valley and in the Lucatia
sector. He was checked by our vigl-
lance,

“Fine weathet was favorable for the
aircraft, and after a brisk fight we
brought down two enemy airplanes,
one within our lines.

“Last night one of our airghips, not-
withstanding a strong head wind, suc-
ceeded in dropping & ton of high ex-
plosives on the railway station at
Galliano, in the Laguina Valley, and
on the railway line to the morth, in
the  direction of Mattarello, Good re-
sults were obtained. The airship es-
caped from a heavy fire of anti-air-
craft artillery and returned safaly.
“A squadron of enemy seaplanes
dropped bombs on the Grado Lagoon,
There were no casualties. The damage
was very slight.”

Good' Vaudeville.
One :double act entitled “Two
Drunks,” drew a fair audience. last
night on Main street. Both actors. stop-
ped at the North End police station
over night,

The premier continued: “The Brit-
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